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The UN Women’s Conference in Nairobi
The notion of American women attending a con-

ference with women from countries all over the world 
to discuss their common problems is so ridiculous that it 
could only happen in a comedy cartoon or in the 
United Nations.

American women are trying to get out of their 
kitchens, while the fondest dream of women in foreign 
countries would be to have an American-style kitchen. 
The conveniences American women take for granted 
are unattainable luxuries to women in other lands.

Call the roll of the great gifts which our private 
enterprise system has produced to liberate women from 
traditional “women’s work” — the supermarket, frozen 
foods, readymade clothes, washers, dryers, refrigera-
tors, deep freezes, dishwashers, garbage disposals, sew-
ing machines, and the telephone. We can even enjoy 
such additional extravagances as electric beaters, meat 
grinders, orange juice squeezers, ice cream freezers, 
hair dryers, and paper diapers.

In Africa, women do most or all of the hard work. 
They carry the water and firewood (on their heads), till 
the fields, and build the houses. The men use their 
energies for hunting, fishing, and fighting in tribal 
warfare.

In Africa, men show their manhood by how many 
children they produce by many different wives. That’s 
quite different from America where a man shows his 
manhood by getting a job and bringing home his 
paycheck every week to support his family.

In the Soviet Union and European Communist 
countries, the women work two jobs, one in the labor 
force and one to keep the household functioning, while 
men work only one job. Standing in line for the 
privilege of buying a head of cabbage consumes hours 
of every woman’s week. The average woman has eight 
abortions without anesthetics, while the average man is 
anesthetized most of the time with vodka.

In America, a man can bring his girlfriend or wife 
such treats as candy or flowers. In the Soviet Union, a 
special gift most appreciated by women is a roll of 
toilet paper.

In Communist China, a woman faces compulsory 
abortion if she dares to conceive a second child. If she 
persists in having her baby, she and her family are 
punished by a cutoff of food and housing allowances.

The status of women in Moslem countries is so 
many centuries behind the modern world that it’s hard 
for Americans to visualize it. However, the Iranian 
delegates weren’t complaining because they like their 
status and hung a Khomeini poster on a tree to show 
their loyalty to their leader.

The best friend women ever had is the American 
private enterprise system, made possible by the eco-
nomic freedom guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution. It 
has made American women the most fortunate class of 
people who ever lived on the face of the earth, and we 
should count our blessings every day.

When the 2,000 U.S. feminists attending the Non- 
Governmental Forum in Nairobi berated the American 
delegation for failing to support their radical agenda 
(topped by government-funded abortions and Compa-
rable Worth), Maureen Reagan aptly responded, “How 
fortunate they have the right to do that. Many dele-
gates here don’t have that right.”

She summed up the conference’s dismal dynamics: 
“Within this UN Conference there are people who use 
it only to carry on the UN debate.” The same foreigners 
who manipulate the United Nations with our money 
simply shifted the debate to Nairobi at a cost of many 
millions of dollars, one quarter of which was funded by 
the United States.

The UN Decade for Women pursued a bitter and 
divisive trail from Mexico City in 1975 to Copenhagen 
in 1980 and now Nairobi in 1985. They didn’t dare 
meet in the United States; if they had, most of the 
delegates would have thought they had died and gone 
to Heaven, and they would never have returned to 
their native countries.



A Feminist Manifesto
Now that the dust has settled in Nairobi, what did 

we get for our money? U.S. Representative Maureen 
Reagan had hoped to achieve a consensus document 
that would “give us a real legacy for 15 years to come,” 
unlike the two previous documents drafted in Mexico 
City and Copenhagen which the United States had 
refused to endorse.

That so-called “legacy” is the “Forward-Looking 
Strategies of Implementation for the Advancement of 
Women and Concrete Measures to Overcome Obstacles 
to the Achievement of the Goals and Objectives of the 
United Nations Decade for Women for the Period 1986 
to the Year 2000: Equality, Peace, and Development.” 
Its name is indicative of the bungling bureaucracy that 
produced it, and, in the end, even Maureen Reagan had 
to admit, “That piece of paper is not going to make a 
difference.”

Here are just a few of the more than 350 directives 
approved by the 157 nations represented in Nairobi. 
Note how they would implement the radical feminist 
ideology that (a) the government should transform us 
into a society in which men and women are fungibles, 
that is, interchangeable in all functions, (b) a family 
based on marriage of one man and one woman should 
be reduced to a legal and social par with alternate 
lifestyles, (c) textbooks and media must be censored to 
eliminate gender identity, and (d) Western disarma-
ment is a feminist goal.

Legal provisions should be made to grant official 
status and recognition to de facto  family structures that 
have not been accepted traditionally . . .

Parental leave following the birth of a child should be 
available to both women and men. Provisions should be 
made for child care facilities for working parents.

Educational programs to enable men to assume as 
much responsibility as women in the upbringing of child-
ren and the maintenance of the household should be 
introduced at all levels of the educational system.

With respect to the increase in the number of couples in 
which both partners (changed from “parents”) are employed 
in the public service, especially foreign service, governments 
are urged to consider their special needs, in particular the 
couple s desire to be assigned to the same duty station, with a 
view to reconciling family and professional duties.

The ability of women to control their own fertility forms 
an important basis for the enjoyment of other rights. As 
recognized in the World Population Plan for Action and 
reaffirmed at the International Conference on Population, 
1984, all couples and individuals have the basic human right 
to decide freely and informedly the number and spacing of 
their children . .  .

The remunerated, and in particular, the unremuner-
ated contributions of women to all aspects and sectors of 
development should be recognized, and appropriate ef-
forts should be made to measure and reflect these contri-
butions in national accounts and economic statistics. Spe-
cial attention should be paid to the unremunerated contri-
bution of women to food production, reproduction, and 
household tasks.

Special measures should be taken to ratify and imple-
ment in national legislation . . . equal pay for work of 
equal value . . .

Publicity should be given by governments and non-
governmental organizations to the main treaties concluded 
in the fields of arms control and disarmament . . . More 
should be done to mobilize women to overcome social 
apathy and helplessness in relation to disarmament and to

generate wide support for the implementation of these 
agreements.

The curricula of public and private schools should be 
examined, textbooks and other educational materials re-
viewed and education personnel retrained to eliminate 
all discriminatory gender stereotyping in education. Edu-
cational institutions should be encouraged to expand all 
their curricula to include studies on women’s contributions 
to all aspects of development.

The promotion of women’s studies inside and outside the 
conventional institutions of learning will help to create a just 
and equitable society in which men and women enjoy equal 
partnership.

New teaching methods should be encouraged, especially 
audio-visual techniques, to demonstrate clearly the equality 
of the sexes . . . Textbooks and other teaching materials 
should be continuously evaluated, updated and, where neces-
sary, redesigned, rewritten to ensure that they reflect posi-
tive, dynamic and participatory images of women and to 
present men actively involved in all aspects of family respon-
sibilities.

As future parents, young people and children should be 
educated and mobilized to act as stimulators for and monitors 
of change in attitudes toward women at all levels of society, 
particularly with regard to the need for greater flexibility in 
the assignment of roles between women and men.

Special attention should be given to the education of 
children for life in peace within the atmosphere of under-
standing, dialogue and respect for others. In this respect, 
suitable concrete action should be taken to discourage the 
provision of children and young persons with games and 
publications and other media promoting the notion of favor-
ing war, aggression, cruelty, excessive desire for power and 
other forms of violence.

Concerted action should be directed towards the estab-
lishment of a system of sharing parental responsibilities by 
women and men in the family and by society. To this end, 
priority should be given to the provision of a social infrastruc-
ture that will enable society to share these responsibilities 
with families and, simultaneously, to bring about changes in 
social attitudes so that new or modified gender roles will be 
accepted and promoted.

The U.S. delegation wisely refused to support the 
Comparable Worth clause in the final document, but 
the U.S. delegates were the only dissenters. Americans 
know that it is not UN edicts but a free economy which 
produces high wages.

The issue of greatest consensus among the delega-
tions was domestic violence — no one is in favor of



husbands beating up wives. The domestic violence 
resolution introduced by the Americans had more co-
sponsors than any other.

Throughout the 11-day conference, efforts to con-
struct and approve this document were characterized by 
meetings that started hours late, 10-minute recesses that 
stretched to two hours, unsuccessful attempts by Commu-
nist and Third World nations to put the United States on 
the defensive, and bitter political debate steeped in centu-
ries-old cultural conflicts. As U.S. delegate Ambassador 
Alan Keyes, Representative to the UN Economic and 
Social Council, asked, Did anyone really expect to solve 
those problems which had yet to be resolved by the UN? 
Even Maureen Reagan conceded that all the bickering 
was just “part of the system,” and that “the speeches were 
agreed to weeks before in the capitals.”

A Feminist Forum
The real drama in Nairobi was not at the UN 

Convention Center. The action was to be found across 
town on the University of Nairobi campus where
13,000 women participated in the Non-Governmental 
Forum, a gathering of organization representatives and 
individuals who came to conduct workshops, 
“dialogue,” “network,” and apply pressure on their 
official representatives at the UN meeting to adopt 
their radical feminist agenda.

At least one-fifth of the NGO Forum was support-
ed by U.S. dollars. Major contributors included the 
Ford, Carnegie, and Rockefeller Foundations which 
helped to defray the Forum costs, and paid for the 
travel and living expenses of many delegates.

Over 2,000 Americans made the journey to Nairo-
bi, and all but a handful were eager to raise their arms 
and join in the chorus of “We are the World, we are the 
women. We do two-thirds of the world’s work, so let’s 
start sharing.”

Not all the delegates were there simply to “di-
alogue”; many were in Nairobi on serious business. As 
the International Right to Life Foundation accurately 
observed, “Many of those who spoke at Forum work-
shops were clearly seen as representing — not the 
women of the world — but the vested economic 
interests of pharmaceutical companies, intent on open-
ing new markets for drugs and devices no longer

accepted as safe for the women of the ‘First World.’ 
The vociferous outpourings of the trained International 
Planned Parenthood employees were heard repeatedly 
giving out the same propaganda from one meeting to 
the next and attempting to misrepresent the world’s 
women as wanting their wares.”

Although International Planned Parenthood was 
very much in evidence in the very large number of 
“family planning” workshops, the 13,000 pro-choice 
delegates still felt insecure. They loudly complained 
that the pro-lifers (of whom there were only about 20 
from Western countries, plus some from Third World 
countries) “disrupted” the Forum.

The official Forum agenda consisted of hundreds 
of special-interest workshops held in crowded class-
rooms, lecture halls, and in the “Peace Tent.” These 
workshops included:

New Feminist Principles & Traditional Ways of Management 
Women and Political Power: What if Women Ruled the World?

(Bella Abzug, Chair)
Feminist Theology: God the Loving Mother
Advocacy of Reproductive Health Care
Women and the New International Economic Order
Counting Women’s Work in the GNP
Prostitution: Decriminalization or Regulation-Self-Determination
Lesbian Women and Employment, Education, & Health
Female Sexuality & Bodily Functions in Different Religious

Traditions
Women’s Contribution to Activities for Denuclearized Balkans
What is Feminism: Global Perspectives
Women Under Apartheid
Women, Sex, and Religion
Wives of Farmers: How to Pay for Their Work
Feminist Publishing in the Third World
The Economic Value of W omen’s Unpaid Work
Feminist Anti-Nuclear Work
Not Our Bodies, Not Ourselves

Sponsors included: Sisterhood is Global Institute, 
W orld Council o f  Churches, Alan Guttmacher Insti-
tu te, In tern a tion a l L esb ian  In fo rm ation  Service, 
W orld Peace Council, Hubert Humphrey Institute, 
International Fem inist Networking Coordination Pro-
ject, SWAPO, and the N ational Organization fo r  
W omen.



The classrooms were not the only source of activity 
or entertainment. The campus quadrangle was a stage 
for radical feminism. Women chanted, “Down with 
U.S. Imperialism” as a Maryknoll nun helped lead a 
protest against U.S. intervention in Nicaragua. Simulta-
neously during the “peace rally,” feminist leaders in-
cluding Betty Friedan stood atop a table calling for 
disarmament. In yet another corner, the “Wages for 
Housework” coalition demanded salaries for homemak-
ers. Nearby in the “Peace Tent,” women raised their 
fists together as a speaker lauded the dual and integrat-
ed rise of feminism and socialism. Only a few paid 
attention to the Ukrainian women who held a silent 
vigil for their imprisoned women.

Lesbians and prostitutes in significant numbers 
gathered in Nairobi to share their goals. Although 
homosexuality is strictly outlawed in Kenya, the les-
bians were allowed to stay and disseminate such ideas 
as how to deface public property with spray paint and 
then disband when the police approach.

The most bitter and outspoken Forum participants 
were those who had the least to complain about — the 
Americans. All but a few arrived with a chip on their 
shoulders. They left dissatisfied that the official Ameri-
can delegation refused to bow to their demands. It 
mattered little that they were guests in a country in 
which water (not Comparable Worth) is a primary 
concern of most women.

One of 1,404 members of the press in Nairobi, a 
female reporter for the Dallas M orning News, summed 
up the attitude of most feminists who attended: “For 
two weeks, I have felt as if women were running the 
world. Virtually the only men I have spoken to are taxi 
drivers and waiters — pleasant, amusing and non-essen-
tial men.” Feminists do  seem to think that men are 
non-essential.

In her general address to the Conference, Maureen 
Reagan spelled out the proven formula for the ad-
vancement of all women and men. Assessing the 
achievement of the past ten years in the United States, 
she proudly announced, “We have seen the percentage 
of women presidential appointees rise to over half; 
women now occupy more than 1,600 high-level and 
policy-making positions in our Federal Government; 
and the U.S. witnessed the appointment of the first 
woman to the Supreme Court.” In addition, since 1975, 
the United States has accepted nearly one-half of all the 
world’s refugees. No other nation can match or come 
close to the progress and status women enjoy in the 
United States.

The key to this success is not government subsidies, 
sex-neutralizing legislation, or feminist affirmative ac-
tion, but our free enterprise system and the leadership 
of a President who articulates traditional family values, 
the sanctity of human life, and the preservation of the 
freedoms won by our forefathers.

Unfortunately, most of the delegates didn’t seem 
to get this message. One of the hottest controversial 
issues was whether or not to hold still another global 
conference and, if so, when, where and how often. 
Most were not content with the idea of waiting until 
the year 2000, but instead pressured for a similar
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conference every five years. (That’s easy to do when 
you aren’t paying the bill.) We can only hope that 
future U.S. Administrations will heed the caveat of 
Maureen Reagan who said that she “would advise her 
father to reconsider future U.S. participation in such 
women’s conferences.”

The Nairobi conference reminded many people of 
the International Women’s Year Conference held in 
Houston in November 1977, which was the U.S. off-
shoot of the UN Decade for Women. None of these 
conferences proved that women want the feminist 
agenda; the conferences proved only that feminists, 
liberals and socialists are more skillful than conserva-
tive, pro-family people in getting their hands on gov-
ernment, foundation, university, and organization 
funds with which to promote their own agenda.

The leader of the pro-family NGO delegates from 
Australia, Babette Francis, concluded that Americans 
should make up their minds which way they want to go 
in the future. Either the U.S. should get out of the UN 
and stop funding shenanigans such as the UN Confer-
ence for Women, or conservative, pro-family and patri-
otic Americans should ensure that they are adequately 
represented in both government and non-governmental 
delegations at future conferences.

Catherine Sutherland, Eagle Forum Public Affairs Director, 
attended the NGO Forum and UN Conference in Nairobi 
and wrote this eye-witness report.
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