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What Are N.O.W.’s Policies and Goals?
The N ational Organization fo r  W om en (NOW) led  the 

battle fo r  the m isnam ed, ill-fated  Equal Rights A m endm ent. 
The NOW w om en an d their fr ien ds in the m edia have 
carefully cultivated the fa lse  im pression that NOW is prin-
cipally concerned with w om en’s rights and discrim ination  
against women. At its national convention in Indianapolis 
on the w eekend o f  O ctober 9,1982, NOW passed resolutions 
which spell out its radical agenda. The new ly-elected NOW  
president, Ju dy  Goldsmith, ran on a p latform  which fea tu red  
lesbian rights and abortion rights as her goals.

By a special m otion, the 1982 NOW Convention voted  
to m ake Lesbian Rights the organization’s #1 resolution. 
Then, the Convention passed the Lesbian  Rights Resolution, 
the Reproductive Rights Resolution, the Insurance Resolu-
tion, and the Fem inist Consciousness Raising Resolution. 
The rem ainder o f  the resolutions w ere given over to the 
Board fo r  approval. All resolutions reprinted below  are fu ll 
and accurate texts o f  the 1982 NOW resolutions.

Lesbian Rights Resolution
WHEREAS NOW membership has grown over the past five 

years by 180,000 members, and 
WHEREAS the majority of these new members are not aware 

of the destructiveness and divisiveness of homophobia 
and heterosexism, and

WHEREAS the implementation of past, current, and future 
conference resolutions depends upon an informed and 
educated membership who will be the spokespersons 
and activists for Lesbian Rights,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a strong, committed, 
and activist Conference Implementation Committee be 
appointed to address the following areas:
A. EDUCATION

1. Institute a national, regional, state, and chapter 
program to encourage schools to ban the military or 
any other group which discriminates on the basis of 
sexual preference/orientation from recruiting on 
their campuses.
2. Organize a national conference on Lesbian Rights 
to be held in 1984.
3. Improve education of NOW members by ex-
p an d in g  and u p d atin g  the g u id e lin es of 
Consciousness-Raising related to Lesbian Rights.
4. Develop a video taped series on the Lesbian 
Rights issue to be made available at all levels of 
NOW at little or no cost; series to include video tapes 
of Regional workshops (with individual permission).
5. Continue through 1983 the state and regional 
project on Lesbian Rights providing speakers/

workshop facilitators at no cost to either states or 
regions.

B. COMMUNICATIONS
1. Develop and distribute directories of state and 
regional activists who are working on Lesbian Rights 
to NOW members by March 1983 (with individual’s 
permission).
2. Organize regular regional and national strategy 
meetings with national organizations working on 
Lesbian Rights to share legal and legislative infor-
mation.
3. Provide regular updates to regional, state, and 
chapter coordinators on the activities of the Con-
ference Implementation Committee, pending legi-
slation, and action alerts.
4. Improve information flow and relations with 
other Lesbian and Gay organizations by sending re-
presentatives to conferences held by these organiza-
tions.
5. Subscribe to the new Lesbian and Gay wire ser-
vices.
6. Contact the Lesbian and Gay media with press 
releases at all levels of NOW.

C. LEGISLATIVE AND LEGAL
1. Develop a systematic and comprehensive legal 
and legislative analysis to overturn discriminatory 
sex statutes.
2. Develop legal and legislative model kit containing 
sample municipal and state laws addressing Lesbian 
Rights.
3. Encourage the expanded involvement of NOW 
Legal Defense & Education Fund in:
A. Lesbian mother custody cases
B. Purge of women in the military
C. All Lesbian litigation issues
D. Internal and external education on Lesbian 
Rights issues

BE IT RESOLVED that the National NOW PAC and NOW 
Equality PAC shall continue to use as a top priority in 
consideration of endorsement, support, and/or financial 
contributions to political candidates their positions on 
ERA, Reproductive Freedom, Lesbian Rights, Economic 
Empowerment of Women, and Minority Rights within 
an overall political strategy recognizing the importance 
of the political power structures, balance of power and 
realistic expectations that continues to further the goals 
of equality for women.



Reproductive Rights Resolution
WHEREAS the right wing is attempting to repress the vic-
tories in reproductive rights of American women by foisting 
upon us their reactionary views of the place women should 
have in this society, and
WHEREAS the time has come to take the offensive on behalf 
of women’s lives,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the National Orga-
nization for Women:
1. Expand the aggressive national STOP HLA/HLB Cam-

paign in the Congress to stop right wing attacks on birth 
control, amniocentesis, abortion and other reproductive 
rights.

2. Call a summit meeting of state coordinators from intensive 
campaign areas, National NOW leaders and National 
NOW/PAC representatves to be held early in 1983 to 
begin to develop comprehensive action and electoral stra-
tegy to defeat the far' right and other anti-woman legisla-
tors and their agenda in the 1984 elections.

3. Continue to expose the role of the Catholic Church hie-
rarchy in the anti-abortion/anti-birth control movement.

4. Publicize the economic impact of unwanted pregnancy on 
females, particularly the very young and the very poor.

5. Expose the corporate interests which profit from denying 
women reproductive freedom.

6. Organize a clearinghouse and strategy unit on state and 
local anti-abortion/anti-birth control legislation as well as 
strategy to eradicate the harassment tactics and clinic 
violence.

Insurance Resolution
WHEREAS the basic feminist principle that there is no such 
thing as “fair” sex discrimination, a principle which the Equal 
Rights Amendment would establish as a national legal stan-
dard, is on a collision course with the insurance industry’s 
sex-segregated pricing schemes, and
WHEREAS sex-segregated pricing of insurance is a major 
factor in the impoverishment of women and gives incentive to 
the insurance industry to block ratification of ERA, and 
WHEREAS the continuing existence of legally sanctioned sex 
discrimination by the insurance industry threatens present 
laws against sex discrimination in other areas, and 
WHEREAS the advance of women’s rights depends on wi-
despread understanding by the public that (1) all sex discri-
mination hurts women, and that (2) sex discrimination is 
strongly defended, and the ERA strongly opposed, by those 
who profit from sex discrimination,
RESOLVED that the National Organization for Women will 
mount a major campaign to outlaw all sex discrimination in 
insurance. The campaign will focus efforts and public atten-
tion through the specific legal and regulatory challenges based 
on state ERAs, fair trade acts, and other anti-discriminatory 
statutes. Such challenges will form bases to inform and involve 
activists and the public through mass demonstrations and the 
application of economic and political pressures as part of a 
comprehensive action plan for economic empowerment for 
women.

Feminist Consciousness Raising Resolution
WHEREAS, History has taught us that legislation alone will 
not change the hearts and minds of people socialized to en-
dorse and enforce discrimination, and 
WHEREAS, new members who are joining NOW in ever- 
increasing numbers may join us out of support for a single 
issue, like the ERA, and may not be aware of the pervasiveness 
of sexism, racism, anti-semitism, homophobia, etc., and 
WHEREAS, the implementation of NOW’s purpose, as ad-

dressed by our issues and political activities, can best be 
achieved by increasing the activism and unity of our mem-
bers, etc., and
WHEREAS, C.R. (Consciousness Raising) is the most succes-
sful method of bringing us from the isolation of personal ex-
perience to personal awareness of the commonality of injustice 
perpetrated against women, and
WHEREAS, we may feel helpless as individuals to create 
change, we recognize, in the bonding of women through the 
C.R. experience, that together we are a powerful force for 
change, and that C.R. thereby increases the unity and activism 
at all levels of NOW;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that:
1. This National Conference reaffirms NOW’s belief in, and 

its active commitment to C.R. as a tried, proven and ef-
fective tool for achieving the above-stated objectives, and

2. NOW will organize, conduct and fund a national campaign 
starting in January 1983, to provide and augment C.R., and 
C.R. leadership training, and

3. NOW will develop, produce and distribute appropriate 
materials as part of this campaign, and

4. C.R. leaders will be certified as such by the National C.R. 
Committee upon completion of training and a successful 
period of internship. In addition, the National C.R. Com-
mittee shall establish a method of certification for qualified 
women and men currently leading NOW C.R., and

5. NOW will monitor and evaluate the progress and results of 
the campaign through appropriate national records, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That NOW recognizes the outstanding contribution of 
hundreds of women who have taken part in the development 
and ongoing program of Feminist Consciousness Raising and 
applauds their efforts.

Prostitution: Right To Control 
Your Body Resolution

WHEREAS, the right to control one’s own body is funda-
mental to women’s autonomy,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
The National Organization for Women reaffirms its support 
of the right of women not to be forced into prostitution, as well 
as affirms the right of women to choose to work as prostitutes 
when it is their own choice, and that
The National Organization for Women shall support legisla-
tion to decriminalize the voluntary aspects of adult prostitu-
tion, as well as legislation to prohibit the coercion of women 
into prostitution through the use of such means as fraud,- de-
ceit, and/or force, and that
The National Organization for Women shall be on record as 
supporting the development of adequately funded shelters, 
counseling programs, and other programs designed to help 
people leave prostitution, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:
The National Prostitution Committee shall be reactivated 
after the 1982 National Conference to implement the policy 
regarding prostitution passed at National Conferences, and to 
educate the membership of NOW about prostitution.

Pro-Choice Media Project Resolution
WHEREAS, the majority of Americans presently support a
woman’s right to choose an abortion, and
WHEREAS, the so-called ‘Right-to-Life’ movement has
launched well-financed campaigns to change public opinion,
and
WHEREAS, the so-called ‘Right-to-Life’ movement utilizes



graphically misleading photos, advertising techniques of as-
sociation (i.e., equating a six-week-old fetus with a baby) and 
‘hot’ terms like ‘murder’ as opposed to ‘cool’ terms like 
‘choice’, and
WHEREAS, we recognize that a pro-choice public is essential 
to maintaining our freedom of choice, and that we must work 
to keep and increase a pro-choice majority,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that The National Or-
ganization for Women commission a feminist firm to create an 
advertising campaign in conjunction with the Reproductive 
Rights Conference Implementation Committee in order to:

1. Develop ‘hot’ counter-terms and slogans.
2. Design a strategy to take the initiative in solidifying a 

pro-choice public opinion.
3. Develop a complete portfolio of literature, camera- 

ready newspaper ads, pre-recorded radio and televi-
sion ads.

4. Develop a progressive plan to introduce and distribute 
said portfolio.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that the complete campaign 
will be made available to all NOW chapters. It will be the 
responsibility of the chapter to pay to place local advertise-
ments. Also, National NOW will target specific large media 
markets and fund the campaigns in these markets.

School Prayer and Tuition Tax Credits
WHEREAS the new right has escalated its attacks, bringing 
them into the educational system, specifically in the areas of 
‘voluntary’ school prayer, tuition tax credits, and the censor-
ship of instructional materials, and
WHEREAS, the réintroduction of school prayer into the 
classroom denies the American principle of separation of 
church and state and inevitably will fuel the fires of religious 
intolerance and discrimination, and
WHEREAS, tuition tax credits would have the effect of 
denying funds to the already beleaguered public schools and 
would, in the process, lead to separate and unequal education 
for students, and
WHEREAS, we do not have the same legal recourse and 
controls to monitor discrimination in admissions and content 
of private schools as in public schools, and 
WHEREAS, politically and religiously motivated censors are 
succeeding in pressuring publishers to change curricular 
materials to reflect only a single style of traditional family life, 
as well as to substitute right wing dogma for substantiated 
historical and scientific facts, and
WHEREAS, these censors are causing local and state boards of 
education to prohibit the use of novels, dictionaries, and 
textbooks containing references to sex, nontraditional sex roles, 
and evolution, and
WHEREAS, these censors are denying students access to ne-
cessary sex education;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1) NOW go on record against the réintroduction of 

‘voluntary’ school prayer into the classroom.
2) NOW take a stand against tuition tax credits for parents 

who send their children to private schools.
3) NOW work to counteract forms of censorship which seek 

to deny students exposure to the full range of human po-
tential and knowledge, and offer supportive testimony, 
resource materials, and legal assistance to those working to 
uphold first amendment freedoms in the schools.

Nuclear Weapons Resolution
WHEREAS, the global arms race has brought about a rapidly 
increasing potential for global nuclear destruction, and

WHEREAS, today, as a direct result of the nuclear arms race 
of our own and other governments, all human beings fear for 
their lives, the life of this planet and the lives of our children, 
and
WHEREAS, we believe that the possession or use of nuclear 
weapons is antithetical to the possibilities for creating a fe-
minist society, and
WHEREAS, women suffer the most under a militaristic eco-
nomy both by reason of decreased employment and reduced 
social services, and
WHEREAS, feminists believe that it is within our power to 
change our personal lives and our public institutions, and are 
learning to think globally and act locally,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the National Organization 
for Women demands that the United States government, and 
all other governments, immediately freeze all research, de-
velopment, testing, production, deployment, exporting and 
recycling of nuclear weapons and their tactical support 
systems, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we support and demand 
an immediate and continuing multilateral reduction of all 
nuclear weapons stockpiles, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we believe industries 
which are dependent on money spent for nuclear weapons 
systems must be converted to promote a healthier economy 
through the production of life-affirming goods and services, 
and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the membership of the 
National Organization for Women directs its Board and Of-
ficers to establish a national Peace and Disarmament Com-
mittee with adequate funding to educate NOW members 
about the issue of nuclear disarmament, and to function as a 
liaison with disarmament and peace organizations in order to 
develop a strategy for securing global nuclear disarmament.

National Boycott Resolution
WHEREAS, corporate Political Action Committee contribu-
tions play a crucial rule in the financing of political cam-
paigns, and
WHEREAS, those corporate PACs which contribute to poli-
tical candidates and campaigns must be held responsible for 
the positions of the candidates, and any financial support 
should be construed as an endorsement of the candidate’s 
position, and
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Organization 
for Women, will not tolerate the use of our money by cor-
porate PACs to fund candidates who are actively working 
against our interests, and
WHEREAS, we are determined to demonstrate our political 
and economic power by not consciously funding the opposi-
tion, and by extending our fight for equality to those entities 
that utilize profits from our purchases to fund candidates who 
actively oppose the stated purposes of this organization, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Orga-
nization for Women continue its demand for corporate res-
ponsibility, and hold corporations accountable when corporate 
PACs make financial contributions to political campaigns, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a national boycott 
committee be established to ferret out and stop other corpo-
rations from using our purchasing dollar to finance campaigns 
that work in opposition to our stated goals. This committee 
shall provide information and assistance to state organizations 
on the use of boycotts and other appropriate actions, and shall 
have the power to call for nationwide boycotts, negotiate for 
the organization in regard to these boycotts, and end any such 
boycott, all with the advice and consent of the National Board.



Excerpts from Previous 
NOW Policy Resolutions 

on Lesbian Rights
1971. NOW Resolution: “RESOLVED: that a woman’s 

right to her own person includes the right to define and ex-
press her own sexuality and to choose her own lifestyle, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that NOW acknowled-
ges the oppression of lesbians as a legitimate concern of 
feminism. -

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that NOW commit 
itself- to offering legal and moral support in a test case in-
volving child custody rights of mothers who are also lesbians.”

1973 NOW Resolution: “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that NOW actively introduce and support civil rights legi-
slation designed to end discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and to introduce with legislation to end discrimi-
nation based on sex the phrase ‘sexual orientation’ in areas 
such as, but not limited to, housing, unemployment, credit, 
finance, child custody and public accommodations.”

1975 NOW Resolution: “RESOLVED: That the accom-
plishment of equal rights for lesbians be designated as a na-
tional priority of the National Organization for Women, and

FURTHER: That annual funding for the national task 
force on sexuality/lesbianism shall be at a level appropriate for 
a NOW national priority, and this shall not be less than 1% of 
NOW’s annual dues.”

1977 NOW Resolution: “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that NOW will continue to work against efforts to deny child 
custody rights to lesbian mothers solely on the basis of the 
mother’s sexual identity; to that end, we encourage national, 
state and local units of NOW to promote and encourage 
fund-raising efforts for lesbian mother/child custody cases; to 
educate people with regard to these cases via NOW newslet-
ters, press releases, etc.; and to file amicus briefs wherever and 
whenever possible on behalf of NOW; and further efforts shall 
be undertaken with regard to initiating a long term educa-
tional process directed to personnel in family/domestic courts 
so that discrimination of sexual affectual preference shall not 
be tolerated in child custody cases.”

1979 NOW Resolution: “TH EREFO RE BE IT RES-
O LV ED , that the-N ational O rganization for Women 
strengthen its entire organizational effort on behalf of lesbian 
women by employing a staff person full time to work with the 
Lesbian Rights Committee . . . for a National Lesbian Rights 
Campaign, to include the following:

(1) A major long-term legal and legislative analysis to 
serve as the basis for initiating and coordinating a nationwide 
campaign for (a) The enactment of comprehensive federal 
lesbian and gay rights legislation, (b) The enactment of state 
and municipal lesbian and gay rights legislation including 
affirmation of the sexual orientation ordinances adopted by 
the city of San Jose and the County of Santa Clara, (c) The 
repeal of discriminatory legislation or statutes, (d) Executive 
orders to be issued at the federal, state and municipal level 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual preference.

(2) Development and distribution of educational mate-
rials, informational aids, constituent lobbying kits, conscious-
ness raising materials, sample speeches and sample resolutions 
for an aggressive internal and external educational and public 
relations campaign.

(3) A systematic outreach campaign to develop and ex-
pand the grassroots network within NOW, as well as, the ex-
ternal list of organizations supporting lesbian and gay rights.

(4) Vigorous support of all our allies in the lesbian and 
gay community.

(5) A national fundraising campaign to help support this 
enlarged and aggressive action.

(6) An ongoing effort to eradicate discriminatory hiring 
practices in private industry.

(7) A campaign to eliminate discrimination against les-
bians and gay men in federal and state government agencies 
which shall especially target those agencies most closely as-
sociated with the economic well-being of individuals or which 
have a history of discrimination.”

NOW’s Lesbian Policies
According to NOW’s Convention resolutions and policy 

statements, the following are some of NOW’s policies and 
goals in regard to lesbian rights:

1) NOW supports repeal of all criminal laws that prohibit 
sexual activity between consenting adults in private 
(homosexuals, lesbians, prostitutes).

2) NOW actively supports custody rights for lesbian 
mothers.

3) NOW actively supports homosexual/lesbian rights 
laws at the national, state and local levels, which would give 
them the right to teach in private schools and to adopt 
children.

4) NOW is actively engaged in public relations efforts to 
promote positive images in the media for homosexuals and 
lesbians.

5) NOW supports homosexual/lesbian rights by lobbying, 
boycotts, research, legal action, and demonstrations.

6) NOW is urging all law schools to bar Army recruiting 
on their campuses as long as the Army “discriminates” against 
homosexuals.

7) NOW supports the Legal Services Corporation’s con-
tinued use of federal funds in cases promoting, defending, or 
protecting homosexuality.

8) NOW demonstrated in behalf of eight Navy women on 
the USS Norton Sound who were accused of lesbianism.

9) NOW helped organize and marched in the October 
1979 National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights.

10) NOW brags that it “played a pivotal role” in the 
passage of the Sexual Preference Plank of the National Plan of 
Action adopted by the Conference on International Women’s 
Year in Houston in November 1977.
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