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How to Improve Fairness in Your Library
Something akin to the Fairness D octrine, which is 

applied by the F .C .C . to television and radio program-
ming, ought to apply to public, school and college 
libraries. Books should be readily available to the gener-
al public and to students on all sides of controversial 
issues of public im portance. But often they are not.

Tens of thousands of books are published each year. 
No library can buy them  all. No librarian can read them  
all. A selection must be made by each library. T his 
choice is usually m ade on the basis of book reviews and 
recommendations by library trade journals.

This process puts tremendous power to influence 
book selection in a handful of book reviewers. If these 
journals recom m end that a book not be purchased, few 
libraries will buy it. I f  these journals give a book the 
Silent Treatm ent, few  libraries will even know it was 
published. T he effect of a “don’t buy” recom m endation 
and the Silent Treatm ent by book-review journals is 
often known as the “Paper Curtain.” Its practical effect 
is to ban books from  libraries m ore com pletely than a 
legislative or court order could ever ban any book.

T he record is clear that, over the last several de-
cades, the book review journals most used by libraries 
have displayed a pronounced bias in favor of books 
which are liberal, w om en’s lib (fem inist), leftwing, So-
cialist, “progressive” in regard to education, humanist in 
regard to morality, and pornographic in regard to fic -
tion. Most libraries reflect the bias of these reviews. That 
is why it is often so difficult to obtain books that are 
conservative, pro-fam ily, patriotic, traditional in regard 
to values, basic-skills in regard to education, patriotic 
and pro-private enterprise.

Many libraries are unaware of this pervasive bias 
because they never hear about the “banned” books 
through the sources they have relied on (such as the New  
York Tim es Book Review). M any libraries will con-
scientiously try to provide any books (even conservative 
books) w hen c itizen s present a dem and for them .

O ther libraries have affirm atively participated in 
the banning of conservative books in various ways. Some 
libraries simply refuse to buy books that promote views 
disliked by the librarians. Some libraries effectively ban 
a book by buying only one copy even though the size of

the com m unity served or the num ber of branches in-
dicates a need for 10, 25, 50, or 100 copies of the same 
book. Some libraries never display or list the disliked 
books on open racks or on lists of newly-purchased books. 
Some libraries may buy one copy of the disliked book 
but not catalogue it under subject headings where it can 
be readily found by citizens and students.

This bias can never be excused by a lack of suffi-
cient library funding. Most libraries buy a tremendous 
quantity of pornographic and trashy fiction. For a li-
brary to refuse to buy m ajor conservative and pro-fam ily 
books would be like the television networks saying, 
“Sorry, we have no funds to cover Presidential elections 
because we spent all our money producing prim etim e 
sex-and-violence entertainm ent.” That “excuse” would 
be unacceptable for television, and it is unacceptable for 
a library that serves the public (especially if it operates 
on tax funds).

Nor is it any excuse for a library to refuse to buy 
b ook s u n less  th e y  a re  p u b lish e d  b y  th e  m a jo r  
“establishment” publishers or sold through the major 
book distribution wholesalers. A great deal of the ban-
ning of conservative and pro-fam ily books is the result of 
the refusal of m ajor publishers to print books by con-
servative and pro-fam ily authors. Or, a m ajor publisher 
may go ahead and publish a conservative or pro-fam ily 
book, but then not advertise or promote it, so that the 
co p ies rem a in  in  th e  w areh ou se and a re  f in a lly  
“rem aindered” at cost.

The “establishm ent” publishers have displayed a 
pronounced liberal bias for several decades. In the last 
five years, the wom en’s liberationists have almost com -
pletely taken over the book publishing industry, as 
witness the fact that m ajor publishers have issued cen-
sorship guidelines listing traditional words and pro- 
fam ily phrases and pictures that will not be perm itted in 
any published book. The control exercised by the fe -
minists is so great today that they are able to prevent 
publishers from  accepting manuscripts from  conserva-
tive authors whose previous published books were best-
sellers in spite of the “Paper Curtain.” For example, they 
refuse to reprint George G ilder’s Sexual Suicide despite 
the stunning success of his W ealth and Poverty.



Book Banning by Pro-ERAers
T he most blatant exam ple of book-banning by li-

braries is the way that so many libraries have bought 
dozens, scores, or even hundreds of books which promote 
the Equal Rights Amendment, directly or indirectly 
through promoting the w om en’s liberation movement, 
but have refused to buy any book which opposes the 
ERA. ERA  is a controversial national issue of obvious 
public (even constitutional) im portance, and yet library 
after library has refused to buy a single book opposing 
ERA.

Since the anti-ERA  side is winning, there must be 
millions of people interested in reading the arguments 
against it. Yet this book-banning by libraries means that 
the Am erican reading public of this and future gener-
ations will never be able to learn why ERA  lost. There is 
no excuse for every public, college and school library not 
having the anti-ERA  book written by the leader of the 
Stop E R A  M ovem ent ( T he P ow er o f  th e  Positive  
W om an  by Phyllis Schlafly) and the biography of the 
leader of the STO P ERA  M ovement (The Sw eetheart o f  
the Silent M ajority: The Biography o f  Phyllis Schlafly  
by Carol Felsenthal).

It is possible that m any libraries don’t know about 
The Power o f  the Positive W om an  because it was given 
the Silent Treatm ent by the book-review journals. T h at’s 
no excuse -  it ’s m erely an explanation. It is the affir-
m ative duty of libraries to seek out anti-ERA , anti-lib 
books after they bought dozens of pro-ERA , pro-lib 
books.

H o w ev er, th a t ex cu se  w o n ’t h o ld  fo r  C a ro l 
Felsenthal’s book, The Sw eetheart o f  the Silent M a-
jority. It was published by a m ajor “establishm ent” pu-
blishing com pany (Doubleday). It was one of the most 
reviewed books of 1981. And, m irabile dictu, the trade 
jou rn als m ost used by  lib ra r ies  (L ibrary  Jou rn a l, 
Booklist, and Kirkus) all gave it excellent reviews, called 
it an “objective” book, and recom m ended purchase. Yet, 
still m any libraries have refused to buy it.

This book-banning is often done in a subtle way. 
In one m ajor U.S. city, where Phyllis Schlafly has a large 
following, the public library answered all calls about the 
book with a firm  “Yes, of course, we have it.” It took 
m uch investigation to find out why nobody could ever 
find the book available. T he library bought only three 
copies to share among 25 branches. (This is an area 
where a reasonable purchase would have been two co-
pies for every one of the 25 branches.)

O ne reason for the ruthless book-banning of The 
Power o f  the Positive W om an  and The Sw eetheart o f  
the Silent M ajority  is the fact that the librarians’ union, 
the Am erican Library Association, has been active in the 
National Organization for W om en’s (N O W ’s) boycott of 
the 15 states which have not ratified ERA. T he ALA 
officers becam e so em otionally biased in their political 
support of the N O W  boycott that they even tried to 
move the ALA headquarters out of Chicago, Illinois (an 
unratified state). T he fact that the A LA ’s cancellation of 
its Chicago convention site was overturned by a vote of 
the A LA ’s own m em bership shows that there must be

thousands of fair-m inded librarians who refuse to go 
along with such bigoted pro-ERA tactics.

In any event, the A LA ’s record on the boycott has 
transform ed it into a political organization, and the 
burden of proof is now on the ALA to prove that it can 
be fair in allowing anti-ERA  books in libraries. All the 
ALA resolutions about “standing firm ” against citizens’ 
pressure groups that want to remove obscene books from 
libraries are as phony as a $3 bill. No pressure group in 
the history of Am erica has ever so effectively banned 
books from  libraries as the way the pro-ERAers have 
banned the leading books against ERA.

What You Can Do
Any citizen reading this can m ake a m ajor contri-

bution to improving fairness in local public and school 
libraries by checking out the situation and trying to get 
the “other side” available to the reading public. You 
should always start out assuming that your local librarian 
is fair-m inded, reasonable, and responsive to arguments 
of intellectual balance and the interests of the reading 
public. Check the card catalogue. If the book you want 
is not there, request that it be purchased. If  your request 
is denied, ask ten other friends to request it. (It is not a 
satisfactory answer if the library m erely offers to borrow 
the book from  another library -  the delays will exhaust 
potential readers.)

Can local citizens or groups donate books which 
the library cannot or will not buy? Sometimes that plan 
is well received by the library. O ther times, the library 
will refuse to accept a donated conservative book, or 
may even accept it and then never catalogue it or make 
it available.

The rem ainder of this Report is devoted to a list of 
books which ought to be in every library in the following 
categories: Anti-ERA and Pro-Fam ily, Pro-Life, Pro- 
Defense, and Pro-Basic-Education. These lists are not 
m eant to be exclusive or complete. They are simply 
short, useful lists of essential books that should be in 
every library that pretends to serve the public or stu-
dents. These books present pro-fam ily, pro-life, pro-
defense, and pro-basic-education views that are opposed 
by the liberal establishment.

For your convenience, a list of pro-lib books is also 
included. This list should m ake it easy for you to shame 
any library into buying anti-ERA  books. If  any two of 
the pro-lib books are available in the library you are 
checking, there is no excuse for that library not having 
The Power o f  the Positive W om an  and The Sweetheart 
o f  the Silent M ajority.

Please notify Eagle Forum , “Attention: Stop L i-
brary Book-Banning Com m ittee,” of your experiences in 
contacting your local libraries. Copy the book list in this 
Report and m ark it with your nam e and address, the 
nam e and address of your library, “Yes” by the titles of 
the books the library has available, “No” by the titles of 
the books the library does not have, and attach a brief 
report on your success (or failure) in persuading the li-
brary to buy the essential missing books.



Pro-Defense Books
Beilenson, L aurence W . Survival and  P eace in the 

N uclear Age (Chicago: Regnery/Gatew ay, Inc., 
1980.)

Collins, John M. U.S.-Soviet M ilitary Balance  (New 
York: M cGraw-Hill, 1980).

Graham, General D aniel O. Shall America Be D efended  
(New Rochelle, N.Y.: Arlington House, 1979).

Penkovskiy, Oleg. The Penkovskiy Papers (Garden 
City, N .J.: Doubleday, 1965).

Power, General Thom as S. Design fo r  Survival (New 
York: Coward-M cCann, 1964).

Schlafly, Phyllis and W ard, Admiral Chester. Kissinger 
on the Couch  (New R ochelle, N .Y .: Arlington 
House, 1975, $12.95).

*Schlafly, Phyllis and W ard, Admiral Chester. Strike 
From  Space (New York: Devin-Adair Company, 
1966). (Available in paperback only, $1.00).

Tyson, Jam es L. Target America  (Chicago: Regnery/ 
Gateway, 1981).

Van Cleave, W illiam  R. Strategic Options fo r  the Early 
Eighties (W hite Plains, MD: Automated Graphics 
Systems, 1979).

*W alt, General Lewis W . The Eleventh Hour (Ottawa, 
IL : Caroline House Publishers, 1979, $9.95).

Pro-Family Books
Coakley, M ary Lewis. B ated  X: The M oral Case Against 

TV (New Rochelle, NY: Arlington House, 1977).

D exter, M idge. T he L ib era ted  W om an an d  O ther 
A m erican s  (N ew  Y ork : C ow ard , M cC an n  & 
Geoghegan, 1971).

Dexter, Midge. The New Chastity and Other Argu-
m ents Against W om en s Liberation  (New York: 
Coward, M cCann & Geoghegan, 1971).

*Felsenthal, Carol. The Sw eetheart o f  the Silent M a-
jo r ity  (G ard en  C ity , N .J.: D o u b led ay , 1981 , 
$13.95).

Fraiberg, Selma. Every Child’s Birthright: In D efense  
o f  M othering  (New York: Basic Books, 1977).

Gilder, George. Sexual Suicide (New York: Quadrangle, 
1973).

Gilder, George. W ealth and Poverty  (New York: Basic 
Books, 1981).

L ee, Rex E. A L aw yer Looks at the Equal Rights 
A m endm ent (Provo, U T: Brigham  Young U ni-
versity Press, 1980).

deRiencourt, Amaury. Sex and Power in History (New 
York: David M cKay Co., 1974).

* Schlafly, Phyllis. The Power o f  the Positive W om an  
(N ew  R o ch elle , N .Y .: A rlington  H ouse, 1977 , 
$9.95).

Stassinopoulos, Arianna. The F em ale W om an  (New 
York: Random House, 1973).

Voth, Harold. The C astrated  Fam ily  (Kansas C ity: 
Sheed Andrews and M cM eel, Inc., 1977).

Pro-Basic-Education Books
Chambers, Claire. The SIECUS Circle: A Humanist 

R evolution  (B elm o n t, Mass: W estern  Islands, 
1977).

Flesch, Rudolf. W hy Johnny Still Can’t Read  (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1981).

M arshner, C onnaught C oyne. B lackboard  Tyranny  
(New Rochelle, N.Y.: Arlington House, 1978).

Moore, Raymond & Dorothy. H om e Grown Kids (W aco, 
T X : W ord Books, 1981).

Rafferty, Max. Max R afferty  on Education. (New York: 
Devin-Adair Company, 1968).

R afferty , Max. S u ffer , L ittle  C hildren  (New York: 
Devin-Adair Company, 1962).

Root, E. Merrill. Brainwashing in the High Schools 
(New York: Devin-Adair Com pany, 1959).

Root, E. Merrill. Collectivism on the Campus (New 
York: Devin-Adair Company, 1956).

Rudd, Augustin G. Bending the Twig  (Chicago: H eri-
tage Foundation, 1957).

"Available for immediate shipment from Pere Marquette Press, Box 495, 
Alton, IL  62002.



Pro-Life Books
DeM arco, Donald. Abortion in Perspective (Cincinnati, Nathanson, Bernard. Aborting America  (Garden City, 

OH: Hayes Publishing Co., Inc.). N.Y.: Doubleday, 1979).

Hilgers, Horan and Mall. New Perspectives on Human  W hitehead, Kenneth. R espectable Killing: The New  
Abortion  (Chicago, IL : Americans United for Life). Abortion Im perative.

Hilgers, Horan and Mall. Abortion and Social Justice  W illke, Dr. and Mrs. J. C. H andbook on Abortion  
(Chicago, IL : Americans United for L ife). (Cincinnati: Hayes Publishing Co., 1979).

Reviews of “Sweetheart” Pro-Lib Books
The three major library review journals all gave Carol 

Felsenthal’s book, The Sweetheart o f  the Silent Majority, 
excellent reviews. They said the book is objective, important, 
and should be available in all libraries. These book reviews 
prove that the banning of Sweetheart was accomplished by 
the librarians in charge of purchasing.

Library Journal said: Felsenthal’s book is a “timely, 
balanced biography . . .  an absorbing study of leadership and 
power.”

Booklist selected Sweetheart as one of only 5 nonfiction 
titles in its Upfront: Advance Reviews” section. (According to 
the editor, “Books in this section have been selected because of 
their anticipated demand in libraries.”) Booklist said: 
Felsenthal’s style is “effortlessly nonjudgmental. . . allows the 
readers to make up their own minds . . . ” Booklist especially 
recommended Sweetheart for young adults, which should 
have resulted in purchases by all high school and college 
libraries.

Kirkus singled out Sweetheart for its special list of only 3 
nonfiction “books of uncommon merit, interest or popular 
appeal.” Kirkus said: “Love her or hate her, readers will find 
tbe story of Phyllis Schlafly -  liberated anti-women’s libber -  
one of the small wonders of our time.”

Here are a few examples of the dozens of other favorable 
reviews which appeared in thousands of newspapers.

A ssociated  Press: Fe lsen th al “has m eticulously 
researched her subject. . . .  She set out to be objective and 
has succeeded.”

UPI: Sweetheart “. . . makes interesting reading and 
belongs in any library concerned with the shapers and doers.”

King Features Syndicate: “. . . surprisingly objective 
portrait. . . .  The media have not been particularly kind to 
Phyllis Schlafly nor have there been many in-depth profiles of 
her. Carol Felsenthal has corrected this with a study of one of 
the most controversial yet unique and fascinating women of 
our time that is both insightful and informative.”

Atkinson, T i-G race. A m azing Odyssey  (New York, 
Links Books, 1974).

D eBeauvoire, Sim one. The Second Sex (New York: 
Alfred Knopf, 1954; Tr. by H.M. Parshley).

Bird, Caroline. Enterprising W om en  (New York: Nor-
ton, 1976). The Two-Paycheck M arriage (New 
York: Rawson, W ade, 1979).

Brothers, Dr. Joyce. The Brothers System fo r  L iberated  
Love ir M arriage (W yden, 1972).

DeCrow, Karen. Sexist Justice  (New York: Random 
House, 1974).

Friedan, Betty. The Fem inine Mystique (New York: 
Norton, 1963).

Greer, Germ aine. The F em ale Eunuch  (New York: 
Putnam, 1964).

Janew ay, Elizabeth. M an s W orld, W om an s Place 
(New York: M orrow, 1971). Powers o f  the  
W eak  (New York: Knopf, 1980).

Millett, Kate. Sexual Politics (Garden City, N .J.: Dou-
bleday, 1970).

M itchell, Juliet. Psychoanalysis and  Fem inism  (New 
York: Pantheon, 1974).

Rossi, Alice. The Fem inist Papers (New York: Bantam , 
1973).

Phyllis Schlafly  was the Librarian for the First National Bank in St. Louis during the years 1946-1949. She comes 
from  a fam ily o f librarians. H er mother was the Librarian of the St. Louis City Art Museum for 25 years, and 
was responsible for building it almost from  nothing to a very fine art library.
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