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The Republican Party Platform
The following are verbatim excerpts from the Republican Party Platform adopted at the National Convention in 

Detroit on July 15, 1980. The entire document runs 75 pages.
The section called “Women s Rights” was exhaustively debated and then adopted by the Human Resources 

Subcommittee by a vote o f  14 to 1, and then adopted by the Platform Committee (which includes Delegates from 
every state) by a vote o f  90 to 9. When an attempt was made on the Convention floor to reconsider it, the motion 
failed for want o f  a second. The plank was not controversial anywhere except in the media. So many falsehoods were 
printed and aired about this section that it is important to advise your friends and your local media what the text 
really says. It is difficult to see how any could object to it except those who want women to be drafted and want to 
give the federal government increased powers.

Taxes
Elsewhere in this platform we discuss the benefits, 

for society as a whole, of reduced taxation, particularly 
in terms of economic growth. But we believe it is es-
sential to cut personal tax rates out of fairness to the 
individual.

Presently, the aggregate burden of taxation is so 
great that the average American spends a substantial 
part of every year, in effect, working for government.

The Republican Party believes balancing the 
budget is essential but opposes the Democrats’ attempt 
to do so through higher taxes. We believe that an essen-
tial aspect of balancing the budget is spending restraint 
by the federal government and higher economic 
growth, not higher tax burdens on working men and 
women.

Policies o f the Democratic Party are taxing work, 
saving, investment, productivity, and the rewards for 
human ingenuity. These same tax policies subsidize 
debt, unemployment, and consumption. The present 
structure of the personal income tax system is designed 
to broaden the gap between effort and reward.

Therefore, the Republican Party supports across- 
the-board reductions in personal income tax rates, 
phased in over three years, which will reduce tax rates 
from the range of 14 to 70 percent to a range from 10 to 
50 percent.

Women’s Rights
We acknowledge the legitimate efforts o f those 

who support or oppose ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment.

We reaffirm our Party’s historic commitment to 
equal rights and equality for women.

We support equal rights and equal opportunities 
for women, without taking away traditional rights of

women such as exemption from the military draft. We 
support the enforcement of all equal opportunity laws 
and urge the elimination of discrimination against wo-
men. We oppose any move which would give the fed-
eral government more power over families.

Ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment is 
now in the hands of state legislatures, and the issues of 
the time extension and rescission are in the courts. The 
states have a constitutional right to accept or reject a 
constitutional amendment without federal interference 
or pressure. At the direction of the White House, fed-
eral departments launched pressure against states 
which refused to ratify ERA. Regardless of one’s posi-
tion on ERA, we demand that this practice cease.

Abortion
There can be no doubt that the question of abor-

tion, despite the complex nature of its various issues, is 
ultimately concerned with equality o f rights under the 
law. While we recognize differing views on this ques-
tion among Americans in general — and in our own 
Party — we affirm our support of a constitutional 
amendment to restore protection of the right to life for 
unborn children. We also support the Congressional 
efforts to restrict the use o f taxpayers’ dollars for abor-
tion.

We protest the Supreme Court’s intrusion into the 
family structure through its denial of the parent’s obli-
gation and right to guide their minor children.

Strong Families
The family is the foundation of our social order. It 

is the school of democracy. Its daily lessons — coopera-
tion, tolerance, mutual concern, responsibility, indus-
try — are fundamental to the order and progress of our 
Republic. But the Democrats have shunted the family



aside. They have given its power to the bureaucracy, its 
jurisdiction to the courts, and its resources to govern-
ment grantors. For the first time in our history, there is 
real concern that the family may not survive. Govern-
ment may be strong enough to destroy families, but it 
can never replace them.

Unlike the Democrats, we do not advocate new 
federal bureaucracies with ominous power to shape a 
national family order. Rather, we insist that all domes-
tic policies, from child care and schooling to Social 
Security and the tax code, must be formulated with the 
family in mind.

Education
Next to religious training and the home, education 

is the most important means by which families hand 
down to each new generation their ideals and beliefs. 
It is a pillar o f a free society. But today, parents are 
losing control o f their children’s schooling. The 
Democratic Congress and its counterparts in many 
states have launched one fad after another, building 
huge new bureaucracies to misspend our taxes. The 
result has been a shocking drop in student perfor-
mance, lack o f basics in the classroom, forced busing, 
teacher strikes, manipulative and sometimes amoral 
indoctrination.

The Republican Party is determined to restore 
common sense and quality to education for the sake of 
all students, especially those for whom learning is the 
highway to equal opportunity.

We support Republicaii initiatives in the Congress 
to restore the right of individuals to participate in vol-
untary, non-denominational prayer in schools and 
other public facilities.

We must halt forced busing and get on with the 
education of all our children, focusing on the real 
causes of their problems, especially lack of economic 
opportunity.

Federal education policy must be based on the 
primacy of parental rights and responsibility. Toward 
that end, we reaffirm our support for a system of educa-
tional assistance based on tax credits that will in part 
compensate parents for their financial sacrifices in pay-
ing tuition at the elementary, secondary, and post-
secondary level. This is a matter of fairness, especially 
for low-income families, most o f whom would be free 
for the first time to choose for their children those 
schools which best correspond to their own cultural 
and moral values. In this way, the schools will be 
strengthened by the families’ involvement, and the 
families’ strengths will be reinforced by supportive 
cultural institutions.

We will halt the unconstitutional regulatory ven-
detta launched by Mr. Carter’s IRS Commissioner 
against independent schools.

Family Protection
In view of the continuing efforts of the present 

Administration to define and influence the family 
through such federally funded conferences as the 
White House Conference on Families, we express our 
support for legislation protecting and defending the 
traditional American family against the ongoing ero-
sion of its base in our society.

Crime
Safety and security are vital to the health and

well-being of people in their neighborhoods and com-
munities. Republicans are committed to ensuring that 
neighborhoods will be safe places in which families 
and individuals can live, and we support and encour-
age community crime fighting efforts such as 
neighborhood crime watch and court monitoring pro-
grams.

We believe that the death penalty serves as an 
effective deterrent to capital crime and should be 
applied by the federal government and by states which 
approve it as an appropriate penalty for certain major 
crimes.

We believe the right of citizens to keep and bear 
arms must be preserved. Accordingly, we oppose fed-
eral registration of firearms. Mandatory sentences for 
commission of armed felonies are the most effective 
means to deter abuse o f this right. We therefore support 
Congressional initiatives to remove those provisions of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968 that do not significantly 
impact on crime but serve rather to restrain the law- 
abiding citizen in his legitimate use of firearms.

Jobs
We propose to put Americans back to work again 

by restoring real growth without inflation to the United 
States economy. Republican programs and initiatives 
detailed in this platform will create millions o f addi-
tional new jobs in the American workplace. As a result 
of Mr. Carter’s recession, more than eight million 
Americans are now out of work.

Sweeping change in America’s economic policy is 
needed. We must replace the Carter Administration’s 
promise of hard times and austerity — one promise 
which has been kept — with Republican policies that 
restore economic growth and create more jobs.

Savings, Productivity, 
and Jobs

Savings and investment are the keys to economic 
growth. Only that part o f national income which goes 
into savings and which is not consumed by government 
deficits is available to finance real economic growth.

Americans now save less than any other people in 
the Western world because inflation and the high rates 
of taxation imposed by the Carter Administration and 
the Democratic Congress have destroyed their ability 
and incentive to save and invest. This has strangled 
economic growth, choked off private initiative, pushed 
up prices, and retarded productivity and job creation.

The sharp drop in the growth of American produc-
tivity is the main reason why Americans’ average real 
weekly earnings are no more than they were 19 years 
ago. This problem has worsened to the point that work-
ers earn eight percent less in real purchasing power as 
the Carter term comes to a close than they did when it 
began.

The 25 years of Democratic domination of the 
Congress have cost us a generation of lost oppor-
tunities. The Carter Administration in particular has 
opposed every Republican effort to restore the health 
of the economy through lower taxes on work effort, 
savings, and the modernization of America’s produc-
tive machinery.

Republicans are committed to an economy policy 
based on lower tax rates and a reduced rate of gov-
ernment spending.



Therefore, the Republican Party pledges to:
• reduce tax rates on individuals and businesses to 

increase incentives for all Americans to encourage 
more savings, investment, output and productivity, 
and more jobs for Americans;

• provide special incentives for saving by lowering the 
tax rates on savings and investment income;

• revitalize our productive capacities by simplifying 
and accelerating tax depreciation schedules for 
facilities, structures, equipment, and vehicles;

• limit government spending to a fixed and smaller 
. percentage of the Gross Nationjl Product; and

• balance the budget without tax increases at these 
lower levels of taxation and spending.

Fairness to the Employer
The Republican Party declares war on government 

overregulation. We pledge to cut down on federal 
paperwork, cut out excessive regulation, and cut back 
the bloated bureaucracy.

In addressing these problems we recognize that 
overregulation is particularly harmful to America’s 
small businesses whose survival is often threatened by 
the excessive costs o f complying with government 
rules and handling federal paperwork.

While we recognize the role o f the federal gov-
ernment in establishing certain minimum standards 
designed to improve the quality of life in America, we 
reaffirm our conviction that these standards can best be 
attained through innovative efforts of American busi-
ness without the federal government mandating the 
methods o f attainment.

Election Reform
The Republican Party has consistently encouraged 

full participation in our electoral processes and is dis-
turbed by the steady decline in voter participation in 
the United States in recent years. We believe that the 
increased voter turnout during the past year in Repub-
lican campaigns is due to dissatisfaction with Democra-
tic officials and their failure to heed popular demands 
to cut taxes, restrain spending, curb inflation, and dras-
tically reduce regulation.

Republicans support public policies that will pro-
mote electoral participation without compromising 
ballot-box security. We strongly oppose national post-
card voter registration schemes because they are an 
open invitation to fraud.

Republicans support public policies that encour-
age political activity by individual citizens. We support 
the repeal of those restrictive campaign spending limi-
tations that tend to create obstacles to local grassroots 
participation in federal elections. We also oppose the 
proposed financing o f Congressional campaigns with 
taxpayers’ dollars as an effort by the Democratic Party 
to protect its incumbent Members of Congress with a 
tax subsidy. We prefer the present system of having the 
states and party rules determine the presidential 
nominating process to the concept of a uniform national 
primary which would only add to the already high costs 
of, and excessive federal intrusion into, presidential 
campaigns.

We support the critical roles of competitive politi-
cal parties in the recruitment of candidates, the con-
duct o f campaigns, and the development of broad- 
based public policy responsive to the people. We urge 
Congress and state legislatures to frame their regula-

tions of campaign finance, their nominating systems, 
and other election laws to strengthen rather than 
weaken parties.

Energy
Energy is the lifeblood o f our economy. Without 

adequate energy supplies now and in the future, the 
jobs o f American men and women, the security of their 
lives, and their ability to provide for their families will 
be threatened and their standard of living will be low-
ered. Every American is painfully aware that our na-
tional energy situation has deteriorated badly over the 
past four years o f Democratic control. Gasoline prices 
have more than doubled. Our oil import bill has risen 
96 percent. Our energy supplies have become increas-
ingly vulnerable because U.S. oil production outside of 
Alaska is now 23 percent below 1973 levels. The threat 
of sudden shortages, curtailments, and gas lines has 
become a recurring reality.

We believe the United States must proceed on a 
steady and orderly path toward energy self-sufficiency. 
But in the interim, our pressing need for insurance 
against supply disruption should not be made hostage 
to the whims of foreign governments, as is presently 
the case under the Carter Administration. We believe it 
is necessary to resume rapid filling of strategic oil re-
serves to planned levels o f 500 million barrels in the 
short-term and ultimately to the one billion barrel level 
and to ensure that non-contiguous areas o f the United 
States have their fair share of emergency oil reserves 
stored within their respective boundaries, as au-
thorized by the Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 
1975.

In order to increase domestic production of 
energy, Republicans advocate the decontrol of the 
price at the well head of oil and gas. We believe that 
the so-called windfall profits tax (which is unrelated to 
profit) should be repealed as it applies to small volume 
royalty owners, new oil, stripper wells, tertiary- 
recovery, and heavy crude oil, and that the phase-out of 
the tax on old oil should be accelerated. This tax legis-
lation should be amended to include a plowback provi-
sion. We will seek decontrol of prices on all oil pro-
ducts and an end to government authority to allocate 
petroleum supplies except in national emergency. We 
also believe that market restrictions on the use of 
natural gas should be eliminated.

We strongly affirm that environmental protection 
must not become a cover for a “ no-growth” policy and a 
shrinking economy. Our economy can continue to grow 
in an acceptable environment.

The Judiciary
Under Mr. Carter, many appointments to federal 

judgeships have been particularly disappointing. By 
his partisan nominations, he has violated his explicit 
campaign promise of 1976 and has blatantly disre-
garded the public interest. We pledge to reverse that 
deplorable trend, through the appointment of women 
and men who respect and reflect the values of the 
American people, and whose judicial philosophy is 
characterized by the highest regard for protecting the 
rights of law-abiding citizens, and is consistent with 
the belief in the decentralization of the federal gov-



ernment and efforts to return decisionmaking power to 
state and local elected officials.

We will work for the appointment of judges at all 
levels of the judiciary who respect traditional family 
values and the sanctity of innocent human life.

Defense Strategy
More is required than reversing our military de-

cline alone. We have seen in recent years how an Ad-
ministration, possessed of dwindling but still substan-
tial strength, has stood paralyzed in the face of an in-
exorable march o f Soviet or Soviet-sponsored aggres-
sion. To be effective in preserving our interests, we 
must pursue a comprehensive military strategy which 
guides both the design and employment of our forces. 
Such a strategy must proceed from a sober analysis of 
the diverse threats before us.

Republicans approve and endorse a national 
strategy of peace through strength as set forth in House 
Concurrent Resolution 306. We urge speedy approval 
o f this legislation by both the U.S. House o f Represen-
tatives and the U.S. Senate as a means of making clear 
to the world that the United States has not forgotten 
that the price of peace is eternal vigilance against 
tyranny. Therefore we commend to all Americans the 
text of House Concurrent Resolution 306, which reads 
as follows:

The foreign policy o f the United States should
reflect a national strategy of peace through
strength. The general principles and goals of this
strategy would be:
• to inspire, focus, and unite the national will and 

determination to achieve peace and freedom;
• to achieve overall military and technological 

superiority over the Soviet Union;
• to create a strategic and civil defense which 

would protect the American people against nuc-
lear war at least as well as the Soviet population 
is protected;

• to accept no arms control agreement which in 
any way jeopardizes the security of the United 
States or its allies, or which locks the United 
States into a position of military inferiority;

• to reestablish effective security and intelligence 
capabilities;

• to pursue positive non-military means to roll 
back the growth o f communism;

• to help our allies and other non-Communist 
countries defend themselves against Communist 
aggression; and

• to maintain a strong economy and protect our 
overseas sources of energy and other vital raw 
materials.

Our strategy must encompass the levels of force 
required to deter each level of foreseeable attack and to 
prevail in conflict in the event deterrence fails. The 
detailed analysis that must form the intellectual basis 
for elaboration of such a strategy will be the first prior-
ity o f a Republican Administration. It must be based 
upon the following principles.

Nuclear Forces
Nuclear weapons are the ultimate military guaran-

tor of American security and that of our allies. Yet since

1977, the United States has moved from essential 
equivalance to inferiority in strategic nuclear forces 
with the Soviet Union. This decline has resulted from 
Mr. Carter’s cancellation or delay of strategic initiatives 
like the B-l bomber, the MX missile, and the Trident II 
submarine missile programs and from his decisions to 
close the Minuteman production line and forego pro-
duction o f enhanced radiation weapons.

As the disparity between American and Soviet 
strategic nuclear forces grows over the next three years, 
most U.S. land-based missiles, heavy bombers, and 
submarines in port will become vulnerable to a Soviet 
first-strike. Such a situation invites diplomatic 
blackmail and coercion o f the United States by the 
Soviet Union during the coming decade.

An administration that can defend its interest only 
by threatening the mass extermination of civilians, as 
Mr. Carter implied in 1979, dooms itself to strategic, 
and eventually geo-political, paralysis. Such a strategy 
is simply not credible and, therefore, is ineffectual. Yet 
the declining survivability o f the U.S. ICBM force in 
the early 1980s will make this condition unavoidable 
unless prompt measures are taken. Our objective must 
be to assure the survivability of U.S. forces possessing 
an unquestioned, prompt, hard-target counterforce 
capability sufficient to disarm Soviet military targets in 
a second-strike. We reject the mutual-assured- 
destruction (MAD) strategy of the Carter Administra-
tion which limits the President during crises to a Hob-
son’s choice between mass mutual suicide and surren-
der. We propose, instead, a credible strategy which 
will deter a Soviet attack by the clear capability of our 
forces to survive and ultimately to destroy Soviet milit-
ary targets.

In order to counter the problem of ICBM vulnera-
bility, we will propose a number of initiatives to pro-
vide the necessary survivability of the ICBM force in as 
timely and effective a manner as possible. In addition, 
we will proceed with:
• the earliest possible deployment o f the MX missile 

in a prudent survivable configuration;
• accelerated development and deployment of a new 

manned strategic penetrating bomber that will 
exploit the $5.5 billion already invested in the B-l 
bomber, while employing the most advanced 
technology available;

• deployment of an air defense system comprised of 
dedicated modern interceptor aircraft and early 
warning support systems;

• acceleration of development and deployment of 
strategic cruise missiles deployed on aircraft, on 
land, and on ships and submarines;

• vigorous research and development of an effective 
anti-ballistic missile system, such as is already at 
hand in the Soviet Union, as well as more modern 
ABM technologies.
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