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Federal Judge Dismisses
Utah Requires Parental
Homosexual 'Diversity' Suit Consent for Student Clubs
In April 2005, David Parker spent a
night in jail following conflict with his
son's school over books about homosexuality. His son Jacob, then in kindergarten,
had brought home a "diversity book bag"
containing a book entitled Who 's in a Family? The book pictured various groupings
including same-sex couples. David and
Tonia Parker complained to the Lexington, MA school district and asked to be
notified in advance when the school would
be teaching their son about homosexuality. At a meeting with school officials, Mr.
Parker insisted that the school accommodate his request for advance notice, and
refused to leave the meeting room until
they did so. The school called the police,
who arrested Parker for trespassing. (See
Education Reporter, July 2005.)

Supt. Paul Ash responded by instructing teachers not to notify parents about
materials and discussions about homosexuality. "Parents can't pick and choose
what they want their kids to study," he told
the Los Angeles Times (10-20-05).
In 2006, on the second anniversary of
Massachusetts' same-sex marriage decision, eight to ten students surrounded
seven-year-old Jacob Parker during recess
and physically attacked him. (See Education Reporter, June 2006.)

Now the Parkers are in the news
again, following a federal judge's decision

to dismiss the parents' suit against the
Lexington public school system. The suit,
David Parker et al. v. William Hurley et
al., went before the U.S. District Court,
District of Massachusetts. Chief Judge
Mark L. Wolf wrote the decision dismissing the parents' constitutional claims.
"In essence, under the Constitution
public schools are entitled to teach anything that is reasonably related to the goals
of preparing students to become engaged
and productive citizens in our democracy," wrote Judge Wolf. "Diversity is a
hallmark of our nation. It is increasingly
evident that our diversity includes differences in sexual orientation .... It is reasonable for public educators to teach elementary school students about individuals with different sexual orientations and
about various forms of families, including those with same-sex parents, in an effort to eradicate the effects of past discrimination, to reduce the risk of future
discrimination and, in the process, to reaffirm our nation's constitutional commitment to promoting mutual respect among
members of our diverse society."
The court based its decision primarily
on the 1995 sex education case Brown v.
Hot, Sexy and Safer Productions. In that
case, the First Circuit Court of Appeals declared that parents' constitutional right to
(See Diversity Suit, page 2)

In March, Utah became the first
state to pass a bill requiring parental
consent for students to join extracurricular school clubs. The bill also puts
in place several other requirements. A
club must have a faculty sponsor, must
state its purpose and have a name that
goes along with that purpose. School
administrators can deny a club's application if they believe it necessary
to "protect the physical, emotional and
moral well-being of students."
A similar measure failed earlier this
year in Virginia. In both states the issue
was hotly debated. The Utah bill went
through seven versions before it finally
gained the approval of both houses and
Gov. Jon Huntsman.
"We now have a statement- not just
in policy but in statute - saying parents'
rights are paramount," said Rep. Aaron
Tilton, who sponsored the bill.
The Board of Education and some
legislators opposed the bill because school
districts already had their own policies in
place for student clubs. A spokesman for
the governor responded that rather than
micromanaging districts, the bill "simply
codifies items already in state board
rules."
The clause of the bill that has drawn
the most attention and debate, however,

TV Violence Affects Teenage Brains
In 2005, the Supreme Court ruled in
Roper v. Simmons that, among other factors, the growing body of research on teenage brains and their development was
enough to bar the death penalty for juvenile offenders. Children's and adults'
brains do not react the same way to violent images on television or in movies,
decades of such research have found.
Findings on developing brains and screen
violence are now more significant than
ever. According to a recent report from
the Parents Television Council (PTC), violence on the major TV networks has increased 75% since 1998.
Last season, the networks showed an
average of 4.4 incidents of violence an
hour. ABC had the biggest increase, showing three times the instances of violence
in2005-2006 that it showed in 1998. ABC
also hosted the most violent program of
the 2005-2006 season, Night Stalker. This
show, one episode of which showed 26
instances of violence, is now off the air.
NBC, home of E.R., Law and Order,
and Medium, was the most violent network with 6.8 violent instances an hour.
NBC's programming in the 10:00 p.m. slot
(Eastern time) showed an almost unbelievable 14.7 acts of violence in a single hour
every week night. The least violent networks were UPN (0.86 instances per hour)
and WB (3.52), which recently combined

to form the CW Television Network. Fox
has had the smallest increase in violence
since 1998, and now shows 3.84 instances
per hour.
Since networks depict more graphic
and disturbing violence than they did in
1998, the overall increase in violence is
even greater than the numbers show. The
PTC report includes examples demonstrating that TV violence has become much
more disturbing and even horrific. Confronted with shows about serial rapists and
murderers, ritual violence, fetishism, torture and psychotic killings, viewers who
aren't desensitized yet might long for a
simple gunfight or a drive-by shooting.

The effects of TV violence
Almost everyone lmows intuitively
that TV violence harms children. But decades of research have also demonstrated
and proven the harmful effects. In the
early 1970s, Aletha Huston studied how
shows such as Batman and Superman affected preschoolers.
Children who
watched those relatively innocuous programs for just 30 minutes a day, five days
a week, began getting into fights, breaking toys and showing other violent behaviors more often than other children (and
more often than the same children had
before). Children who watched neutral
travelogues became neither more nor less

aggressive, and
children who
Mr.
watched
Rogers became
more likely to
help each other,
cooperate and
share.
Dr. John Murray, noted scholar and
researcher, described his own research on
TV violence and its effect on children's
brains in a recent lecture in St. Louis. In
one landmark experiment, Dr. Murray
imaged and recorded the brain activity of
children watching violent and nonviolent
programs. The nonviolent programs were
Ghostwriter and a National Geographic
special on baby animals. The violent program was Rocky IV, rated PG.
Activity in the children's amygdalae
did not surprise Murray; the amygdala activates the "fight or flight" response that
helps humans and animals to react when
their survival is threatened. Two other areas of brain activity, however, surprised
him very much. While watching Rocky,
the children's brains would actually imitate Rocky's punches and kicks, sending
signals to their appendages even though
they were sitting motionless in a chair.
Leaming aggressive behaviors from TV
appears to happen partly through "rehears(See TV Violence, page 4)
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is the one that restricts clubs from "advocating or engaging in sexual activity outside oflegally recognized marriage or forbidden by state law." This clause may affect the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA).
The ACLU sent a letter to Gov.
Huntsman saying that schools would
probably violate the Federal Equal Access
Act as a result of the new law. Under the
federal act, schools may not discriminate
against student clubs because of "political, philosophical or other content of the
speech" at club meetings.
Gayle Ruzicka, Utah Eagle Forum
president, pointed out to the Associated
Press that the bill "could only ban gay
clubs if they were doing something illegal like talking about sexually explicit
things. Clearly, the guidelines will help
districts lmow exactly what they can do.
Everyone will know what the rules are."
How central to the mission of GSA is
"talking about sexually explicit things"?
It may depend on the particular chapter
of GSA. There certainly have been several instances of wildly inappropriate actions on the part of GSA and the Gay Lesbian & Straight Education Network
(GLSEN), which operates GSA and has
helped to establish 3,000 GSA chapters
nationwide.
In Massachusetts in 2005, GLSEN
distributed to hundreds of middle and high
school students a booklet called The Little
Black Book: Queer in the 21st Century.
The booklet contained sexually explicit
photographs, a listing of local bars and
clubs where teenagers could find sexual
partners, and statements such as "You
have the right to enjoy sex without shame
or stigma! You have the right to safer sex
materials that speak to your desires!"
In 2003, GLSEN delivered a yellow
school bus full of middle and high school
GSA members to the San Francisco Gay
Pride Parade. The parade was sexually
explicit: fully nude people and simulated
sex acts were visible all along the parade
route. In 2000, GLSEN co-sponsored a
conference for children and teachers at
Tufts University. Lecturers described specific homosexual acts in graphic detail
before an audience including teenagers as
young as 14.
The Utah legislation would curtail
such GSA activities as those listed above.
Whether school districts will apply it to
other GSA activities remains to be seen.
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High school seniors are getting better grades, but scoring lower on
standardized tests. In 2005, seniors
had a 2.98 GPA, which is a high B-.
In 1990, seniors averaged 2.68, a
high C+. The National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP)
2005 High School Transcript Study,
which compared GPAs, also showed
that students seem to be completing
more difficult coursework. 68% of
students now complete at least a standard college-preparatory curriculum,
compared to 40% in 1990. However,
on the NAEP 12th -grade reading test,
students' performance has declined
since 1992, when a similar test was
first given. In 1992, 20% of seniors
lacked basic high school reading
skills. That number has now risen to
27%. The percentage of seniors proficient in reading has dropped from
40% to 35%. (New York Times, 2-23-07)
The University of California system made admissions history in
2006 by admitting a record proportion of Asian-American students.
36% ofFall 2006 freslnnen on University of California campuses were
Asian-American, 35.6% were white,
and 17.6% were Hispanic. Although
there are very high proportions of
Asian-American students at the most
selective UC schools, this is the first
time that the UC system as a whole
has admitted more Asian-American
students than white students. About
12% of California's population is
Asian-American. The rising trend
follows the state's vote in 1996 to
eliminate affirmative action practices in government hiring and public
university admissions. (Education
Week, 2-14-07)

In the UK, too, tag is under fire.
The headmistress of an English primary school has declared that all
games involving physical contact are
"inappropriate behavior." Children
will only be allowed to touch each
other when giving a hand to a classmate who has fallen over. Several
other British schools have also
banned recess games such as tag,
"conkers," and even soccer. (Daily
Mail, 2-9-07)
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Male EleIDentary School
Teachers Harder to Find
The number of male teachers in elementary schools has dropped to a 40-year
low, with only half the percentage of men
in the profession compared to 25 years
ago. In 1981, men made up 18% of all
elementary school teachers, an
all-time high. In 2006, the NEA
reported the percentage had
dropped to 9%.
The proportion is similar in
both public and private schools.
The lower the grade level, the
fewer male teachers are found. In
high schools, 45% of teachers are L_--'----~---'--'
male, and in middle schools, 27%. The
proportion across all levels is 25%; and
all of these figures also represent the lowest in 40 years.
With about 28% of American children living in single-parent homes, ex-

Book of the Month

perts agree that male teachers can serve
as valuable role models for boys. Again
and again, educators present anecdotal
evidence of fatherless boys whose classroombehaviordrasticallyimproveswhen
they are taught by male teachers.
Fatherless girls also benefit when
male teachers demonstrate character and virtues that girls otherwise may not see, or expect, in
male figures.
The NEA gives three reasons for the low proportion of
male teachers in the younger
grades. Lower salaries than in other professions cause men to avoid teaching,
since they are still more likely to provide the sole or primary income for their
families. Stereotypes also still associ(See Teachers, page 4)
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Diversity Suit (Continued from page 1) -----------raise their children does not include restricting public school curriculum, and that the
First Amendment right to free exercise of
religion is not violated by public school curriculum that contradicts parents' religious
beliefs. Wolf also referenced Fields v.
Palmdale School District, in which judges
stated that "Parents have a right to inform
their children when and as they wish on
the subject of sex; they have no constitutional right, however, to prevent a public
school from providing its students with
whatever information it wishes to provide,
sexual or otherwise, when and as the school
determines that it is appropriate to do so."
In his own decision, Judge Wolf attempted
to prove that such decisions pertain equally
to the youngest and oldest students in public schools.
"Parents do have a fundamental right
to raise their children. They are not required to abandon that responsibility to
the state," Wolf also wrote. He pointed
out that the plaintiffs could send their children to a private school, homeschool their
children, or attempt to elect like-minded
people to the Lexington School Committee. "However," he wrote, the plaintiffs
"have chosen to send their children to the
Lexington public schools with its cmTent
curriculum. The Constitution does not
permit them to prescribe what these chil-

dren will be taught."
Wolf dismissed the Parkers' claims
without prejudice. Massachusetts law requires parental notification and an opportunity to exempt children from curriculum that "primarily involves human sexual
education or human sexuality issues." The
Lexington school district argued in court
that this policy does not apply to teaching
about homosexuality or same-sex marriage. In his statement, Wolf appeared to
agree with the school district on how the
Massachusetts statute should be interpreted. "An exodus from class when issues of homosexuality or same-sex marriage are to be discussed could send the
message that gays, lesbians, and the children of same-sex parents are inferior and,
therefore, have a damaging effect on those
students .... It might also undermine the
defendants' efforts to educate the remaining other students to understand and respect differences in sexual orientation."
The other plaintiffs in the case, Robert and Robin Wirthlin, sent their 1st grader to the same school in Lexington.
In their son's class, the teacher read King
& King, a story about homosexual romance and marriage.
The Parkers, Wirthlins and their legal counsel plan to appeal to the First Circuit Court of Appeals.

Why Gender Matters: What Parents
and Teachers Need
to Know about the

Emerging Science
of Sex Differences,
Leonard Sax, Doubleday 2005, 312
pp., $24.95
When a mother
told Dr. Leonard Sax that he should write
a book on biological differences affecting how girls and boys learn, he assured
her there were many such books already.
When he looked for the books himself,
however, he found that books on gender
fit neatly into two categories. In the first,
much larger category were books extolling gender-neutral parenting. These
books presupposed that gender differences were socially constructed, with no biological basis. In the second category
were books that proclaimed the importance of gender differences, but consistently resorted to stereotypes: "'Girls are
more emotional than boys.' 'Boys have
a brain-based advantage when it comes
to learning math."'
Neither set of books presented evidence for the claims they made, but Dr.
Sax knew that there was research showing important differences in boys' and
girls' brains: how they're structured,
how they work, and as a result, how
boys and girls learn. This book is Sax's
careful effort to present that research to
parents and teachers, and help them
apply it to the challenges of raising and
educating both boys and girls.
The innate differences between
male and female brains tum out to be
so significant that Sax believes the brain
is the organ most differentiated by sex
after the reproductive organs. Not only
are adult male and female brains observably different, but boys' and girls' brains
develop according to their own order,
timetable, and processes. Children's
brains are much more different from
each other according to their gender
than adults' brains are. This has immediate relevance for the classroom. For
example, Sax demonstrates that today's
supposedly "gender-neutral" kindergarten works toward objectives that are not
developmentally appropriate for most
kindergarten-age boys.
Throughout the book, Sax argues that
teaching and parenting that fail to account
for gender differences shortchange both
boys and girls. His suggestions for
change are practical, and follow logically from the research he presents.
The chapter on discipline strikes
straight to the heart of the even broader
problem of "the transfer of authority
from parent to child," and offers insightful criticism and suggestions for improvement. The chapters on sex, drugs,
and homosexuality contain some material that is quite disturbing, but useful
for understanding the different pressures that boys and girls now face in
their teen years, and even younger.
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Report on Enforcement of Laws Protecting
Religious Freedom, 2001-2006:

Part II A, Education
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federal comi agreed with the Division that a public school student
Public primary and secondary
four involved equal access for religious whose chosen song for an
schools, as well as public colleges and organizations to school facilities, four inevening talent show at her school
universities, should be open to all mem- volved exclusion from higher educational
was unconstitutionally censored
bers of the public, regardless of their faith. opp01iunities based on religious belief,
i
because it was a Christian song. '.J'I:;
Students should not face discrimination four involved issues of student religious
An example of this in the higher
or harassment because of their faith back- dress, three involved refusal to provide
education context is the case of ii; "''"'"-:c',~"""
ground, their beliefs, their distinctive re- excused absences for religious holidays,
Indian
River Community College
ligious dress, or their religious expression. two involved state scholarships that
in
Florida,
which told the ChrisFrom 2001-2006, the Civil Rights Divi- discriminate against students attending
sion dramatically increased enforcement religious schools, and one involved an tian Student Fellowship that it
of civil 1ights protections against religious allegation of a university's failure to ac- could not show The Passion of the
discrimination in education. During that commodate the religious dietary needs of Christ on campus purportedly on
!frJJ¾.~•1::),('1;A:t'W'~\t.,:C~
the grounds that it was R-rated.
period, the Division's Educational Oppor- students.
However,
the
Fellowship
alleged
tunities Section reviewed 82 cases and
ing community groups, they do not have
Complaints of harassment based on
opened 40 investigations involving vari- religion were the most common problem that at least one other R-rated movie had to provide the religious groups with the
been shown on campus and that a studentous types of religious discrimination. 26 addressed in the Civil Rights Division's
same means of communicating to students
This is in contrast to one review and no cases. Most involved complaints of in- run "No Shame Theater Company" per- and distributing permission slips that are
investigations for the period 1995-2000. difference by schools to student-on-stu- formed plays with sexually explicit
provided to other youth organizations. The
From 2001-2006, the Civil Rights Div- dent religious harassment in public pri- themes. The school reversed itself and per- Civil Rights Division filed friend-of-theision filed two consent decrees, reached mary and secondary schools, but some of mitted the film's showing the same day court briefs in two cases arguing that
one settlement, and filed thirteen friend- the cases involved allegations of harass- that it received the Civil Rights Division's Good News Club requires equal access to
of-the-court briefs in education cases in- ment by college professors and public letter opening an investigation.
communications media such as bulletin
The third category of education cases boards, tables at back-to- school night, and
volving religion, versus none from 1995- school teachers. For example, the Civil
involves schools denying religious groups "backpack mail." Courts of appeals
2000.
Rights Division reached a settlement in
access to school facilities after-hours on agreed in both cases. 32 In the second type
The Civil Rights Division's Educa- March 2005 with the Cape Henlopen,
tional Opportunities Section enforces Title Delaware School District after a fourth- an equal basis with other groups. The Civil of equal-access case, schools admit that
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,27 which grade Muslim student filed a complaint Rights Division's Educational Opportun- they must allow groups like the Good
prohibits discrimination based on religion that she had been harassed by her teacher ities Section opened investigations in four News Club to meet, but require them to
in public primary and secondary schools, about her faith in front of her class, in- such cases, and the Division's Appellate pay a fee that other youth-serving organias well as public colleges and universi- cluding being ridiculed because her Section filed appellate briefs in an addi- zations do not have to pay. The Civil
ties. Subsection (a)(l) authorizes the At- mother wore a headscarf. As a result, the tional three cases. In 2001, the Supreme Rights Division opened investigations in
torney General to bring suit in response student was repeatedly harassed by other Court ruled in Good News Club v. Milford two such cases, both of which resulted in
to a written complaint by a parent that a students and missed several weeks of Central Schoo/31 that a school that opened settlements. The third type of equal-acchild is being "deprived by a school board school due to emotional distress. The stu- its facilities after-hours to a wide range cess case has involved schools saying that
of the equal protection of the laws." Sub- dent alleged that the school failed to take of community organizations offering "so- while Good News Club allows religious
section (a)(2) permits the Attorney Gen- adequate remedial action. The settlement cial, civic and recreational meetings and organizations an equal right to meet in
eral to bring suit upon receiving a written required programs for teaching religious entertainment events, and other uses school facilities, they may not engage in
complaint that a student has been "denied tolerance for both teachers and students, pertaining to the welfare of the commu- worship. The Civil Rights Division filed
admission to or not permitted to continue and special training and monitoring for nity" could not bar the Good News Club, briefs in two such cases, arguing that
in attendance at a public college by rea- the teacher at issue. Other investigations a Christian organization that holds weekly worship is a form of speech that may not
son of race, color, religion, sex or national resulted in schools promptly taking cor- activities for children involving Bible sto- be discriminated against, and in both cases
origin." The Attorney General has del- rective action. In some cases, student-on- ries, religious lessons, and songs, from us- the courts agreed. 33
egated this authority to the Civil Rights student harassment was found but there ing the facilities on an equal basis with
The fourth category of education
other groups.
Division.
cases includes four cases in which stuwas insufficient evidence of school offiDespite the Good News Club deciAdditionally, Title IX of the Civil cials' indifference to trigger liability.
dents alleged that they were excluded
sion,
there has been continued resistance
28
Rights Act of 1964 permits the Attorney
The second largest numfrom higher educational opportunities beGeneral to intervene in any action in fed- ber of cases involved relicause of their religious beliefs. For exeral court, involving any subject matter, gious expression. These cases
ample, the Division investigated Texas
"seeking relief from the denial of equal have involved speech in two
Tech University over the policy stated on
protection of the laws under the fourteenth basic contexts. One context is
a biology professor's official university
amendment to the Constitution on account speech by students outside
website that he would only give medical
of race, color, religion, sex or national any organized school activity.
school recommendations to students who
origin," if such intervention is timely
For example, the Division
would "truthfully and f01ihrightly affirm"
made and the Attorney General ce1iifies
filed a friend-of-the-court
a belief that humans came into existence
that the case is of "general public imporbrief in the case of a group of
through evolution. The investigation was
tance." Enforcement of this provision also
Massachusetts high school
closed when the professor agreed simply
has been delegated to the Civil Rights
students who were suspended
to require students to explain the scienDivision, and the Division has participated
for handing out candy canes
tific theory of evolution.
in a number of education-related religious
to other students with reliThe fifth category of cases consists
Members
of
the
Westfield
L.1.FE.
Club,
who
were
susdiscrimination cases under Title IX.
gious messages attached. 29 pended for handing out candy canes with religious
of
investigations
in which students are
The cases in which the Educational
The
court
agreed
that
the
stumessages attached.
denied the right to wear religious headOpportunities Section was involved from
coverings at school. For example, in
2001-2006 covered a wide range of situ- dents' First Amendment
ations and included allegations of dis- rights had been violated. The second con- by school boards to its requirement of Hearn and United States v. Muskogee
equal access. The Civil Rights Division Public School District, 34 the Civil Rights
crimination against Muslim, Christian, text is school-sponsored, non-cunicular
expressive
activities
in
which
students
are
has
been involved in three types of equal- Division intervened in the case of a MusJewish, Native American, and Santerian
given
freedom
to
choose
their
own
speech,
access cases involving resistance to Good lim girl told that she could not wear a
students. Of the forty investigations, fourteen involved harassment by teachers or and then are censored when they choose News Club. In the first type, schools ar- headscarf required by her faith to school.
allegations of indifference by the school something with religious content. For ex- gue that while they understand that they The Civil Rights Division's suit was based
must provide religious community groups on the fact that the school was enforcing
toward harassment by students, eight in- ample, in 0. T v. Frenchtown Elementmy
(See Religious Freedom Laws, page 4)
volved religious expression by students, School District Board of Education, 30 a with the same access as other youth-serv-

By the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division
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Movieguide Awards Gala Honors
Movies for Families and Adults
For the 15 th year,
filmmakers,
actors,
screenwriters and others
gathered this February for the Movie guide
Faith & Values Awards Gala, celebrating
"high-performance movies that matter."
Each year, Movieguide rewards the ten best
movies for families, the ten best movies
for mature audiences, and the most inspirational movies and television programs.
At the event, Movieguide's founder,
Dr. Ted Baehr, also presents a "Report
to the Entertainment Industry," analyzing the state of entertainment and demonstrating that uplifting and familyfriendly movies appeal to the American
public and are more profitable to the industry than other movies.
The data on movies over the past several decades show that Hollywood is listening and responding to moviegoers' interest in family-friendly movies. In 1985,
only 6% of movies released in theaters
were intended for family audiences. By
2002, that proportion rose to 45%. The
proportion of R-rated movies has seen a
corresponding decline, from 81 % of movies in 1985 to less than 45% each year
since 2001. R-rated movies keep making
less money, as well; only two R-rated
movies were among the top 20 grossing
movies in 2005.
Movieguide also reports that since the
first Faith & Values Awards Gala in 1993,
"the number of movies with morally uplifting, biblical and/or positive Christian
content has more than tripled." Movies like
The Passion of the Christ, The Chronicles
of Narnia, and The Gospel of John have
recently demonstrated that films that engage with Christianity can reach a wide audience. There has also been a significant
increase in movies that are not overtly
Christian, but engage themes of redemption, sacrificial love, righteousness, or
hope. Such themes now appear more often in movies for mature audiences as well
as in movies for families.
We all know that certain movies and

Movieguide's Ten Best
2006 Films for Families
I. Charlotte's Web
2. Cars
3. The Nativity Story
4. Eight Below

5. Akeelah and the Bee
6. Jee Age: The Meltdown
7. Invincible
8. Glory Road
9. The Pursuit of Happyness
IO. Facing the Giants

Movieguide's Ten Best 2006
Films for Mature Audiences
I. The Queen
2. We Are Marshall

3. Dream girls
4. Joyeux Noel (Meny Christmas)
5. World Trade Center
6. Superman Returns
7. Rocky Balboa
8. The Lost City
9. Last Holiday
IO. Mission: Impossible III

television programs
have continued to
reach new depths of
nihilism, and corresponding sexual immorality and violence. Yet it is also true that
the industry now frequently explores
themes of redemption and restoration
along with the old themes of human degradation and hopelessness.
Movieguide and its affiliate, the Christian Film & Television Commission, are
"dedicated to redeeming the values of the
entertainment industry, according to biblical principles, by influencing industry executives and artists and by informing and
educating the public about the influence
of the entertainment media and about how
to train their families to become mediawise, so they can choose the good and reject the bad." Besides the Awards Gala,
Movieguide accomplishes its goals through
publishing hundreds of reviews, articles
and interviews each year, online and in its
print magazine. Its TV and radio shows
reach a worldwide audience.
This year, Charlotte's Web topped the
list of best films for families in 2006. The
Nativity Story received the $50,000 John
Templeton Foundation Award for most
inspiring film, and The Pursuit of
Happyness received the Libertas Award
for promoting positive American values.
Movieguide also encourages promising screenwriters
through the John
Templeton foundation Kairos Prize for
spiritually uplifting screenplays. The
Kairos Prize awards $25,000, $15,000 and
$10,000 to the writers of the top three
screenplays. Perhaps even more importantly for the writers, major industry executives will now read their scripts and
consider producing them. For Dr. Baehr,
this prize is about "having great scripts
with spiritually uplifting themes developed into films, giving audiences everywhere more of the types of movies they
truly enjoy, making it a win-win for both
Hollywood and the movie-going public."
For more information
about
Movieguide, visit www.movieguide.org.
See our sidebar for the top ten movies for
families and mature audiences in 2006.

Teachers

(Cont. from page 2) -

ate teaching in general, especially teaching young children, with women. And
when men do go into teaching, they often prefer to teach a particular subject,
which leads them toward secondary
rather than primary education.
Although these factors contribute,
they don't explain why the percentage
now is half of what it was in 1981. Public school teachers across all levels make
about 19% more money, after adjusting
for inflation, than they did in 1980. Some
experts point to sexual abuse scandals as
a factor driving men away from elementary school teaching. Parents and school
officials sometimes react with suspicion
to men who want to teach young children;
and on the other side, potential male teachers sometimes fear they will be wrongly
accused. "In the wake of child abuse scandals, we have transitioned to a femaledominated profession," Arizona professor
Benjamin Irvin told the Tucson Citizen.

TV Violence

(Continued from page 1) ----------

ing" the behaviors while watching. This
imitative behavior makes aggressive responses seem more acceptable and natural later on, in a process Murray describes
as "encoding aggressive scripts."
Secondly, Murray recorded activity in
the posterior cingulate, a "deep memory
part of the brain that holds onto traumatic
events." Neural imaging has shown activity in this part of the brain when soldiers remember combat, and when women
who have been assaulted remember the
attack. "These were healthy, happy, wellprovided-for children, who were storing
memories in a deep, traumatic memory
part of their brain that would come back
in a flash and make them retrieve aggressive scripts," said Murray.
Rob Hubbard, general manager of the
Twin Cities ABC affiliate KSTP, should
have talked to Dr. Murray before he talked
to the Star Tribune ( 1-17-07). Shortly after

PTC released its report, Hubbard told the
paper, "I don't believe there's any compelling research to suggest that violence
on television is a bad thing. People can
distinguish between fantasy and reality,
and that holds true for kids too."
PTC wants to get the information in
its report especially to parents because the
Council does not believe ratings or the VChip are doing very much to protect children from TV violence. A Kaiser Family
Foundation study found that networks
only give a "V" or an "S" rating to two
out of every ten shows with violent or
sexual content.
The PTC's full report is available
online, athttp://www.parentstv.org/. Other
interesting publications include reports on
the top ten best and worst advertisers, the
content of the ten most popular shows, TV
ratings, children's programming, and
"Faith in a Box," a study of religion on TV.

Religious Freedom Laws
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its uniform policy in an inconsistent manner. The case was settled
by consent decree in May 2004.
Two additional headcovering
cases were resolved after initiation of investigations.
The sixth category of education cases involves students
who are denied excused absences for religious holidays. In
Scheidt v. Tri-Creek School Corporation,35 a boy in Indiana was
threatened with suspension, and
his mother was threatened with
child neglect, when he missed
Nashala Hearn, who won the right to wear her
several days of school for religious holidays. The school per- headsca,jto school, on a tour of Washington, D.C.
mitted only one excused absence
per year for religious holidays, even
Division interviewed the complainant
though more days are permitted for secuand witnesses, if any. Investigations inlar reasons that included attending the
clude cases in which the Division constate fair and serving as a page in the state
tacted the school for interviews and/or
legislature. The Civil Rights Division
document requests, or filed legal pleadings or briefs.
opened an investigation and submitted an
27
amicus brief in a private suit filed by the
42 U.S.C. 2000c-6.
boy's mother. The school board settled 28 42 U.S.C. 2000h-2.
and changed its policy to permit excused
29 Westfield High School L.I.FE. Club v.
absences for religious holidays. Cases in
City of Westfield, 249 F. Supp. 2d 98 (D.
a different state involving similar facts
Mass. 2003).
are under investigation.
30 No. 05-2623 (D.N.J. Dec. 12, 2006).
The next category involves states dis31 533 U.S. 98 (2001).
criminating against students using neu32 Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Stafford
trally available scholarships toward eduTownship Sch. Dist., 386 F.3d 514 (3d
cation at religiously affiliated schools. In
Cir. 2004); Child Evangelism FellowColorado
Christian
University
v.
ship v. Montgomery County Pub. Sch.,
Weaver,36the Division's Educational Op373 F.3d 589 (4th Cir. 2004).
portunities Section filed a friend-of-the33 Bronx Household of Faith v. Board of
court brief arguing that a Colorado proEduc. of the City of New York, 331 F.3d
gram providing financial aid to Colorado
34 2 (2d Cir. 2003);
Campbell v. St.
residents unconstitutionally bars students
Tammany Parish Sch. Ed., No. 98-CVfrom using their scholarships to attend
2605 (E.D. La. July 30, 2003). The Bronx
religious colleges and universities. The
Household brief was handled by the Civil
brief argued that the Supreme Court's deRights Division's Appellate Section and
cision Locke v. Davey, 37which permits
thus is not included in the statistics in this
states to bar students from using state
section of the report. As described in Secfunds to pay for ministry-training protion H below, the Civil Rights Division
grams at seminaries, did not apply to stufiled a second appellate brief in a further
dents using scholarships for general eduproceeding in the Bronx Household case,
which is pending.
cation at colleges and universities that are
34 No. Civ. 03 598-S (E.D. Okla. 2003).
religiously affiliated.
Finally, the Division investigated one 35 No. 2:05-CV-204 (N.D. Ind., complaint
case involving allegations that a university
filed May 18, 2005).
did not accommodate the dietary needs of 36 No. Civ. 04-2512 (D. Colo., complaint
Jewish students.
filed December 6, 2004).
37 540 U.S. 712 (2004).
26 A case is identified as a review when the

