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HPV Mandate Stirs Protests 

Legislation has been introduced in at 
least 33 states so far to promote the hu
man papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine for 
young girls. 21 of those states have con
sidered legislation that would make the 
vaccine mandatory for school attendance. 
Across the country, parents, pro-family 
groups and others have protested, saying 
that mandating the vaccine is unnecessary, 
inadvisable, and an assault on parental 
rights. 

cine for medical, religious or philosophi
cal reasons. 28 states allow medical and 
religious but not philosophical exemp
tions; two states allow medical exemp
tions only. Although Texas parents will 
still have this option for the HPV vaccine 
if they file an affidavit with the state, many 
would prefer that families have to opt in 
to Gardasil rather than opt out. They see 
the mandate as a step in the wrong direc
tion, toward more state control and less 
parental control over children's lives. 

Parents and legislators also pointed 
out that mandating a vaccine against a 
sexually transmitted disease appears to 
contradict Texas' abstinence education 
policy. The mandate seems to say, We ad
vise abstinence before marriage and fi
delity after, but we doubt you'll even ab
stain from sex while in middle school. 

No vaccine has gone this quickly 

REPORTER 

from CDC approval to mandate in Texas. 
The chickenpox vaccine was previously 
the fastest, at 5-1/2 years. Gardasil was 
approved in June and mandated the fol
lowing February. Partly because it is so 

new, national medical groups, including 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, have 
said they don't support mandating the 
vaccine. Dr. Joseph DeSoto summarized 

(See HPV Mandate, page 4) 

The FDA approved Merck & Co.'s 
Gardasil last June, and the CDC added it 
to the list of vaccines recommended for 
children in July. Gardasil protects against 
four strains of HPV: two of which may 
cause 70% of cervical cancer cases, and 
two of which cause 90% of cases of geni
tal warts. The CDC's Advisory Commit
tee on Immunization Practices recom
mended routine inoculation for 11-and 12-
year-old girls, in order to ensure they 
would be vaccinated before becoming 
sexually active. 

Merck will sell the three-injection 
Gardasil series for $360, making it the 
most expensive vaccine on the market. 
Parents would also need to pay adminis
trative and physician's office fees, which 
probably would send the total cost into the 
$500 range, or higher. 

Groups Respond to Marc Tucker Plan; 
Scholar Calls It Radical, Misguided 

Protesters of the vaccine mandate, 
however, cite not only the cost of Gardasil, 
but also the mandate's costs to parental 
rights, children's civil liberties, and the 
legislative process. The HPV vaccine is
sue brings significant challenges to all 
three. Most of the legislation introduced 
so far has proposed making the vaccine 
a condition for admission to 6th grade. 

Trouble in Texas 

Texas became the first 
state to mandate the vaccine 
in early February, when 
Gov. Rick Perry bypassed the 
legislature and issued the mandate by 
executive order. 

26 out of 31 state senators signed a 
letter to Gov. Perry asking him to with
draw the order. Legislators are also con
sidering a bill that would overturn the or
der. "I don't think government should ever 
presume to lmow better than parents what 
to do with children," said Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst. Perry's action troubled even 
legislators who might have favored the 
mandate. They believe the question should 
have been subject to normal legislative 
and public debate. 

The HPV vaccine is fundamentally 
different from other vaccines required for 
school enrollment. Polio, measles, and 
many other diseases on the recommended 
vaccine list are highly contagious in a 
school environment, while HPV spreads 
only through sexual contact. 

In Texas and 19 other states, parents 
can exempt their children from any vac-

In the first weeks after the publica
tion of "Tough Choices or Tough Times," 
by Marc Tucker and the New Commis
sion on the Skills of the American 
Workforce, the media seemed quite smit
ten. CBS News ran a story (12-14-2006) that 
combined excitement over the report with 
human interest stories that substantiated 
Marc Tucker's prophecy of doom for the 
American economy unless his proposals 
are enacted. 

16-year-old Neha Sharma takes ad
vanced classes at her high school in Ar
lington, VA. "I hate to say this, but the 
education system over here is worse than 
it is in India," she told CBS. 

Shanna, the daughter of a diplomat, 
happily experienced the best India's edu
cation system had to offer during her time 
in that country. However, she doesn't seem 
to know that only 59.5% ofadults in India, 
and only 48% of women, can read or write. 
Only 7 6% oflndian children have the good 
fortune to attend primary school at all. 

The CBS article appears to be an ex
ample of fear and alarm obscuring the 
facts, and faulty assumptions promoting 
feelings of panic. Now that the first flush 
of media enthusiasm has faded, educators, 
administrators and education critics across 
the nation are examining the details of 
Marc Tucker's comprehensive proposal. 

The National School Boards Asso
ciation endorsed the universal preschool 
plan, the plans to increase funding and 
services for disadvantaged children, and 
teacher salary increase. But it also criti
cized the restructuring of school gover
nance and school district operations, and 
it questioned the report's basis and reli
ability. "Should the American public 
build a new K-12 system on a leap of 
faith, given that many of the report's rec-

ommendations are not supported by cur
rent data?" the NSBA asked. 

The National Education Association 
(NEA) applauded the concept of school 
reform, the importance of 21st-century 
skills, and the universal preschool plan. 
It criticized the idea of increasing teacher 
pay by decreasing retirement benefits, 
and the school funding and governance 
recommendations that would remove 
local funding and reduce local control. 
"There is no evidence to show that states 
or even private contractors are any bet
ter than local school boards in defining 
a community's educational needs," said 
the NEA. 

The NEA also warned that Tucker's 
plan could "disenfranchise poorer com-

munities" - a concern voiced by many 
critics. Since "Tough Choices" calls for 
1 oth_graders who fail a board exam to 
leave high school for vocational training, 
and disadvantaged students are less likely 
to pass the test, it is very likely that 
Tucker's system would pigeonhole poorer 
students. As in India and many other na
tions, the plan would "improve" the sys
tem in part by leaving out students who 
are less likely to succeed academically. 

In the January 17 Education Week, Dr. 
Diane Ravitch presents an incisive cri
tique of"Tough Choices" entitled "Radi
cal Ideas, Misguided Assumptions." Dr. 
Ravitch is an education historian, New 
York University research professor, and 

(See Tucker Plan, page 4) 

NCLB Renewal Sparks Debate; 
EdWatch Proposes Changes 

The No Child Left BehindAct turned 
five years old on January 8, and debates 
about the act's future have begun in ear
nest. President Bush, Secretary of Edu
cation Margaret Spellings, and the lead
ers of the Senate and House education 
committees have all announced they stand 
by the act and support its demanding 
achievement goals. Secretary Spellings 
called on Congress to preserve the act's 
"core principles," especially the testing 
and accountability features and the 2014 
deadline. 

The Bush administration hopes to re
authorize NCLB by the end of the year. 
However, differences on spending, the 
new Congress' educational priority on 
reducing the cost of college, and other 
factors will probably cause Congress to 

extend the September 30 reauthorization 
deadline - perhaps until as late as 2009. 
Education Week pointed out that three 
members of the Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee are run
ning for President: Senators Dodd, 
Clinton and Obama. This could add a po
litical dimension to the committee's work 
this session. 

While many Republicans and Demo
crats have echoed Spellings' commitment 
to the substance ofNCLB, they also bring 
their own issues and complaints to the 
table. Some Democrats, led by Senate Ma
jority Leader Harry Reid, say the account
ability measures are "far too punitive" -
they focus on punishing schools that don't 
perform. Democrats also seem fairly 

(See NCBL Renewal, page 3) 
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Must you 'believe in yourself' in 
order to succeed? Not in math, con
cludes the Brookings Institution. A 
2006 report compared the self-es
teem and math skills of students in 
46 nations. 39% of U.S. 8th-graders 
and 6% of Korean 8th-graders ex
pressed confidence in their math 
skills; but the Korean students did 
far better on international math as
sessments. Of the ten countries 
where students were most confident, 
only the U.S. and Israel had above
average test scores. (Washington Post, 

10-18-2006) 

Virginia's NCLB funding is in peril 
as six districts challenge federal 
rules on reading tests for non-En
glish-speaking students. These six 
districts have high proportions of im
migrant students; in Harrisonburg 
39% of students are still learning 
English. The distiicts don't want to 
give their non-English-speaking stu
dents the Standards of Learning test, 
but the federal government currently 
requires that they do so. State and 
federal officials will consider several 
solutions that might help the districts 
keep their funding. (Richmond Times

Dispatch, 2-23-2007) 

Chicago's Mayor Daley has called 
repeatedly for mandatory all-day 
kindergarten in Illinois. He was 
quite open in January about the mo
tivation for such a measure. "I can't 
tell a young mother with three chil
dren or another couple, 'You can 
only send your kids a half day.' 'A 
half a day? I'm working. My 
husband's working. I only get a half 
a day? What do I do with the other 
half a day?'" The mayor did not ad
dress whether mandatory all-day 
kindergarten would help children, or 
the concerns of families who don't 
want the program. ( Chicago Sun Times, 

1-7-2007) 

New York City will open a public 
school dedicated to Arabic lan
guage and culture. The school, 
Khalil Gibran International Acad
emy, hopes eventually to serve 500-
600 students in grades 6-12, and to 
offer half of its classes in English and 
half in Arabic. (Fox News, 2-14-2007) 
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Utah Approves Unrestricted 
Voucher Program 

In recent years, several states have 
enacted programs that provide school 
vouchers for poor families, families zoned 
to failing schools, or students with spe
cial needs. But in February, Utah became 
the first state to approve a universal, state
wide voucher program. Utah students who 
wish to attend private school will receive 
between $500 and $3,000 per year in tu
ition vouchers, depending on family in
come. The only students excluded are 
those who already attend private school. 

The plan will go into effect this fall. 
State analysts predict that 3,000 students 
will accept vouchers in the program's first 
year. If predictions are accurate, the state 
will pay $9 .3 million from its general fund 
in the first year, and $327 million over 
the first 12 years. Utah currently has a 
budget surplus of $1.6 billion. 

Public schools that lose students will 
receive partial funding for each student 
for five years. 512,000 students currently 
attend public school in Utah. 

"This state was built by pioneers, and 
now we 're pioneering education reform," 
said Nancy Pomeroy, spokeswoman for 
the Salt Lake City-based group Parents 
for Choice in Education. The decision has 
been seven years in the making, and fol
lows a 2005 decision to provide vouchers 
for students with disabilities. 

Groups at the state and national level 
that are opposed to school choice have 
indicated they plan lawsuits against the 
voucher program. The Utah Public Edu
cation Coalition opposes the program, and 
is "reviewing legal strategies and op
tions." On the national level, a spokes
woman for People for the American Way 

point
ed out 
that the 
Utah 
Constitution prohibits government aid to 
religious schools. 

The Institute for Justice, a legal firm 
that defends voucher programs, believes 
federal precedents and the Utah Consti
tution will allow the program. President 
Chip Mellor claims that because parents, 
not the government, will choose how to 
use the tuition vouchers, the plan is "a 
neutral program that neither favors nor 
disfavors religion." The Utah Constitu
tion's actual language prohibits the state 
from making "any appropriations for the 
direct support of any school or educational 
institution controlled by any religious in
stitution." 

In 2002, the Institute for Justice de
fended Cleveland's voucher program in 
the Supreme Court. The court ruled in 
favor of the program, saying it allowed 
"individuals to exercise genuine choice 
among options public and p1ivate, secu
lar and religious." 

Last year, the Florida teachers union 
effectively challenged a voucher program 
for students attending failing schools. 
The Florida Constitution states that "ad
equate provision shall be made by law 
for a uniform, efficient, safe, secure and 
high-quality system of free public 
schools." In its ruling against the pro
gram, the state Supreme Court cited the 
lack of uniformity a statewide voucher 
program could create. However, several 
other types of school choice programs 
continue in Florida. 
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Prime Time TV Violence up 75o/o since 1998 
Since the average American child 

watches four hours of television every day, 
prime time programming is practically a 
secondary curriculum for the next genera
tion. What was in the curriculum in 2006? 

"Dying to Entertain," a new publi
cation from the Parents Television Coun
cil, repmis a huge increase in violent con
tent on the major networks over the past 
eight years. 

PTC tracked instances of violence on 

regular prime time programming, not in
cluding movies, news or sports events. 
The six networks averaged 4.4 instances 
of violence an hour, up 75% since 1998. 

Compared to 1998, networks have 
many more crime and punishment dramas 
such as Law and Order and medical dra
mas such as E.R. and CSI ( CSI combines 
some of both). These shows are some of 
the most violent on TV, and contribute 
greatly to the eight-year increase. 

Book of the Month 

Total Truth: Liber~ 
ating Christianity 
from Its Cultural 
Captivity. Nancy 
Pearcey, Crossway 
Books, 2004, 480 
pp., $25 

"That's true for 
you, but not for 
me." "I don't let my 

'----------' 

faith influence my politics." "It's nice 
that you're religious if it makes you feel 
happy, but we're talking about facts here 
and religion is about 'faith,' not facts." 
People who believe that Christianity is 
actually true - historically and in all 
other ways true, concerning events that 
really happened and a God who exists 
- often hear such statements and grit 
their teeth in frustration. 

In Total Truth, Nancy Pearcey 
wastes no time gritting her teeth. She 
starts instead with a clear, interesting 
history of how Western culture has 
driven a wedge between fact and value, 
public and private, secular and sacred. 
This history leads to discussion of where 
we are now, and how we can shake the 
notion that religion is a mere personal, 
subjective taste. Pearcey makes the case 
for Christianity as a fully orbed system 
of truth that affects everything we do. 

Two students from a conservative 
Christian college told PBS, "Science 
deals with the material world of genes 
and cells, religion with the spiritual 
world of value and meaning." Pearcey 
points out the problem: "Christianity 
does make claims about the material 
world - about the origin of the cos
mos, the character of human nature, and 
events in history, preeminently the Res
urrection. Yet these students were will
ing to deny that their faith has any cog
nitive content, reducing it to subjective 
questions of 'value and meaning."' 

The book's anecdotes make it sur
prisingly readable and entertaining. 
Many examples show how moral rela
tivism and the fact/value split just don't 
reflect reality. Pearcey tells of one 
teacher who employed the technique of 
"values clarification," in which students 
leave behind any objective moral stan
dards they've been taught and create 
their own list of values. This popular 
method of moral education obviously 
makes all ethical decisions seem purely 
relative, individual preferences. This 
teacher was dismayed when her stu
dents clarified their values down to 
"sex, drugs, drinking, and skipping 
school." Given the method's relativis
tic framework, she had no way of con
vincing them that they should have val
ued honesty, kindness or self-discipline 
instead. As Pearcey convincingly 
shows, apart from the existence of real 
and total truth, there simply is no 
"should." 

Total Truth will help readers to re
cover a dynamic vision of the world that 
informs and inspires every area oflife. 
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FOCUS: Bad Apples and Public Schools 
by Terence P. Jeffrey 

Suppose there was a law that forced 
you to pay a government agency for apples 

If there is one thing the Department 
of Education does well, it is collect sta
tistics about schools. According to its 
National Center for Education Statistics, 

Americans in recent de-you were supposed to 
feed your children. 

-----~ 

The government 
didn't care if you 
grew your own 
apples, or if your 
neighbor grew apples 
you liked better than 
the government's 
brand, the law com
pelled you to pay for 
the state's product 
whether you wanted 
it for your children or 
not. 

Now, suppose 
many people who ac
tually fed their children public apples dis
covered something wrong with them. 
Some apples were bitter, others mushy, 
and others rotten to the core. 

cades paid for a massive in-
crease in spending on gov
ernment schools. Between 
the 1970 and 2002 school 
years, average per pupil 
spending in public elemen
tary and secondary schools 
rose lll %, from $4,170 (in 
constant2001-2002 dollars) 
to $8,802. 

From just 1990 to 2003, 
average per pupil spending 
increased 25%, from $7,692 
(in constant 2003-2004 dol
lars) to $9,644. 

This big run-up in 
spending did not cause a big run-up in stu
dent performance. 

Since the early 1990s, NCES has pe
riodically administered National Assess-

ment of Educational Progress tests to a 
national sampling of elementary school 
students. The tests are graded on a scale 
of0 to 500, and students are anonymously 
assigned an achievement level of below 
"basic," "basic," "proficient," or "ad
vanced." "Basic" means the student had 
only a "partial mastery" of the subject 
appropriate for the grade level. 

NAEP reading scores for 8th grade 
public school students remained essen
tially static between 1998 and 2005. In 
1998, 8th graders averaged a score of261 
out of 500 in reading. In 2005, they av
eraged 260. Only 29% were rated grade
level "proficient" or better. 

In other words, 71 % rated less than 
proficient in reading. 

Math results were a little better. Be
tween 1990 and 2005, the average 8th 
grade score rose from 262 to 278. Again, 
only 29% were rated grade-level profi
cient or better. 

In other words, 71 % rated less than 
proficient in math. 

When they complained to the public
apple agencies, agency bureaucrats and 
their union would say, "Excuse me, the 
bad apples are not our fault. You need to 
give us more money so we can build bet
ter apple storage facilities, and so we can 
pay better wages to apple handlers." 

NCLB Renewal (Cont.from page 1) 

So the government forced everybody 
to pay more for its apples. 

Now, the public-apple agencies built 
beautiful new apple storage facilities. 
They paid their apple handlers hand
somely. Still, a disturbing number of 
apples remained bitter, mushy, or rotten 
to the core. 

In the face of new complaints, the 
bureaucrats and their union declared, "We 
need a federal Department of Apples 
(DOA)." 

Conservatives frnitlessly argued that 
the Constih1tion does not authorize a fed
eral Department of Apples. Congress cre
ated one anyway. The new DOA spent vast 
sums paying its own bureaucrats and sub
sidizing local government apple agencies. 
Still, many public apples remained bitter, 
mushy or rotten to the core. 

A "compassionate conservative" -
i.e., a "big government conservative" -
was elected President. He advocated giv
ing even more federal aid to local pub
lic-apple agencies in exchange for a fed
eral "apple accountability" program. Un
der the program, states were required to 
test their apples every year, with the goal 
that after 13 years every public apple 
would be good enough to eat. After sev
eral years, the tests showed almost no im
provement in public apples. Apple 
agency bureaucrats and their union rep
resentatives complained that the apple
accountability standards were unrealis
tic. So the Secretary of Apples relaxed 
the standards, and the compassionate 
conservative president called on Con
gress to reauthorize the program. 

The public apple in this parable, of 
course, is public education - which is 
indeed rotten in many places. 

united in believing NCLB is drastically 
underfunded. The federal government has 
spent $102 billion on NCLB since 2002, 
with $21 billion of that in the current 
school year. Sen. Reid says that full and 
effective implementation of NCLB pro
grams would have required $55 billion 
more since 2002. 

For their part, conservative Republi
cans in Congress have expressed discon
tent with the federal government's new 
role in dictating states' testing and other 
programs. That role may continue to in
crease, as many Democrats favor national 
standards in some or all subjects. 

"The country is on an inexorable 
march toward national standards, and the 
question is not if but when and how," 
Michael Dannenberg of the New America 
Foundation recently told Fox News. But 
are national standards really inevitable? 
Are they desirable? 

With the 2014 NCLB deadline ap
proaching, and the act's achievement re
quirements looking more and more unat
tainable, the federal government has un
precedented leverage on those states that 
can't meet the requirements but can't bear 
to walk away from the funding. As 
EdWatch's Dr. Allen Quist wrote in the 
Education Reporter last month, the Dodd
Ehlers bill (SPEAK) currently under con
sideration would use this fact to take a 
major step toward national standards. 
Under SPEAK, states could gain a re
prieve from NCLB's punishments if they 
adopt new standards. The National As
sessment Governing Board would be au
thorized to make or adopt cur1iculum stan
dards, and the states would be 
"incentivized" to adopt them. 

Ed Wakh's Recommendations 

In a proposal for change to NCLB, 
EdWatch connects the dots between an in
creasingly federal education system and 
the international education agreements to 

which two presidents have committed the 
United States. The World Declaration on 
Education for All and the Dakar Frame
work for Action require the U.S. to insti
tute a national system of education. As 
EdWatch points out, a national system of 
education violates the Tenth Amendment. 
Furthermore, there is no evidence that fed
eral government takeover would actually 
improve the schools. In this and other ar
eas, EdWatch claims, "NCLB is the 
method by which the United States is com
plying with the international education 
agreements it previously signed." 

EdWatch' s primary recommendation, 
therefore, is 
for the 
U.S. to 
withdraw 
fr o 111 

Educ a-
tion for All and 

• 
I 

from Dakar "so that education policy can 
be formulated for the sole purpose of ben
efiting students in the United States." 
EdWatch believes that currently, policies 
and ideas from the UN and from other 
nations are being forced upon the United 
States, when they don't really fit. With
out the international agreements, lawmak
ers could more effectively tailor educa
tion policy to our nation and our own stu
dents. The EdWatch proposal cites a num
ber of other changes to NCLB that it be
lieves will "become both evident and at
tractive," iflawmakers do begin tailoring 
policy for our own country. Several of 
these are listed below. 

Competition and accountability. 
NCLB currently focuses on making 
schools more accountable to the govern
ment. A variety of school choice reforms 
would make schools accountable to par
ents. EdWatch says, "Government ac
countability systems in education will not 
work, just as they do not work in busi
ness and industry." 

Private schools did better. The 2005 
NAEP tests rated students in Catholic and 
Lutheran schools. Forty-nine percent of 
8th graders in both rated "proficient" or 
better in reading. F arty- four percent of 8th 
graders in Lutheran schools, and 40% in 
Catholic schools, rated "proficient" or bet
ter in math. 

Increasing per pupil spending by an
other 111 %-whether it is done by com
passionate conservatives in Washington, 
D.C., or plain old liberals in your home 
state - will not fix public schools. 

It's time to give all American par
ents vouchers equal to the per-pupil 
spending in local government schools. 
Then parents can decide whether the 
government schools deserve their chil
dren - or whether they will try the 
apples elsewhere, thank you. 
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Rights Reserved. http://www.humanevents.com/ 

article.php?id=l 8230 

State and national assessments. If 
state assessments and the NAEP were 
more transparent, parents could ensure 
that the tests measured academic 
achievement, and not particular atti
tudes or beliefs (which would make the 
tests a tool of indoctrination). EdWatch 
recommends that test questions be re
leased to the public within two years of 
administration. 

Federal curriculum standards. 
These "have largely been developed, di
rectly or indirectly by the U.S. Depaiiment 
of Education as opposed to being devel
oped by experts in the various academic 

fields and as op-
posed to the 

wishes of 
parents," 
and "are re
plete with 

political cor
rectness as opposed to genuine academic 
knowledge." EdWatch recommends that 
no federal funds go toward curriculum 
standards, and that all federal departments 
be required to stop pushing national or in
ternational standards. 

Vocational education. EdWatch rec
ommends "that states and LEAs be en
couraged to make vocational education an 
option for students after 10th grade." 

Severnbility. States should be able to 
receive funding for other federal pro
grams, like IDEA and Head Start, whether 
or not they accept NCLB funding. 

Mental screening and treatment. 
The government should take several steps 
to halt the increasing intrusion of govern
ment into children's mental and emotional 
lives. For example, federal funds for men
tal health screening and programs apply
ing socioemotional standards should be 
eliminated. Screening and psychotropic 
drugs should not be forced on children, 
or made a condition of attending school 
or rece1vmg services. 
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Colorado welcollles Tough 
Choices with enthusiaslll 

"No state has expressed more excite
ment," said William Brock, a member of 
the New Commission on the Skills of the 

American Workforce. 
The commission is-

sued the "Tough 
Choices or 
Tough Times" 
report in Decem
ber, calling for a 
complete restruc
turing of the 
nation's educa-

tional system along 
the same lines as 

Marc Tucker's famous 
1992 "Dear Hillary" letter. 

(http://www.eagleforum.org/ 
educate/mare_ tucker/) Coloradans in high 
places are making plans for their state to 
move quickly toward implementation of 
Tucker's controversial ideas. 

"I'd like to see us be first in line," 
said Colorado House Speaker Andrew 
Romanoff (D-Denver). "I think there is an 
opportunity for Colorado to lead the world 
in education." Romanoff plans to create a 
statewide commission to implement 
"Tough Choices" in Colorado. He will 
also introduce a measure to increase early 
childhood programs in the state, an im
portant element ofTucker's reforms. Fed
eral grants may be available to bolster 

Romanoffs plans, since the authors of the 
report intend to lobby Congress to 
incentivize experimental states. 

Tucker and Brock traveled to Colo
rado for three days in January and met 
with legislators and the public. A "town 
meeting" -style event at the Colorado Con
vention Center drew much more interest 
than anyone had expected, requiring a last
minute change of venue to accommodate 
500 community members. The original 
convention room would have hosted about 
50 attendees. 

Massachusetts and Connecticut have 
also expressed special interest in "Tough 
Choices." The three states may compete 
to become the pilot program for Tucker's 
ideas. 

Not every Coloradan, however, is 
equally enthusiastic about redesigning the 
state's public education system. "It's lofty. 
It's theoretical. It's untried," commented 
State Senator Nancy Spence (R-Centem1ial), 

a senior member of the Senate Education 
Committee. Rep. Michael Merrifield (D

Colorado Springs), who chairs the House 
Education Committee, said he has re
ceived dozens of emails from citizens 
concerned about "Tough Choices." 
Merrifield encouraged the state to take a 
year to discuss and evaluate the report 
before making any major changes to edu
cational policy. 
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the objections of such groups: "The num
ber-one problem with the vaccine is that 
it has not been tested adequately on the 
group that is recom-
mended to get it." 
DeSoto is a physician
scientist at the National 
Institutes of Health, and fel
low of the American Institute 
of Chemists. 

The National Vaccine Infor
mation Center (NVIC) also warned 
officials to investigate the vaccine more 
fully, saying that over 400 patients have 
reported symptoms including head
aches, dizziness, vision loss, fainting 
and seizures after receiving the vaccine. 

Proponents have repeatedly called 
the vaccine "the first cure for cancer" 
and an opportunity to eliminate cervi
cal cancer entirely. This may create a 
false sense of security, since the vaccine 
will not affect 30% of cases of cervical 
cancer at all. Scientists and journalists 
have also pointed out that inoculation 
at age 12 or younger is not proven to 
protect against HPV or cervical cancer 
later in life. The average age of a cervi
cal cancer patient is 48, and the HPV 
virus may incubate for ten to 15 years 
before causing cancer. Yet Merck can 
only prove Gardasil's efficacy for the 
first five years after inoculation. 

Confusion also surrounds the preva
lence of cervical cancer. News stories 
have repeatedly called cervical cancer the 
"second leading cause of cancer death in 
women around the world," but the World 
Health Organization actually ranks it fifth. 

America is better off than most countries, 
since the availability here of regular Pap 
smears has caused deaths from cervical 
cancer to drop by 74% since 1955. In 
2006, there were 9,700 new cases of cer
vical cancer and 3,700 deaths from the 
disease in the U.S. This means it causes 

about 1.5% of all deaths from cancer 
among American women. By com

parison, lung and bronchus can
cers cause 26%. While both 

sides support cancer re
search and prevention, 
the numbers matter 

when it comes to man
dating Gardasil for teenage girls. 

Significant segments of the popula
tion don't receive proper screening against 
cervical cancer. As Dr. Clayton Young 
pointed out, if government money for the 
vaccine went instead toward increasing 
education and screening, "the results 
might be quite impressive." But Dr. Young 
believes that "to invest that amount of 
health care dollars in an immunization 
with no long term efficacy or safety data 
is unwise." 

Merck-y waters? 

As if all this weren't enough, accusa
tions of cronyism and special-interest poli
tics are also plaguing mandate proponents. 
Merck's campaign to promote Gardasil 
and push for mandates began even before 
the vaccine was approved. Merck enlisted 
high-powered Republican lobbyists to 
bring as many social conservatives on 
board as possible, and gave large amounts 
of money to Women in Government, a 
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senior fellow at the Hoover Institution and 
the Brookings Institution. 

Of the 10th-grade board exam, Dr. 
Ravitch says, "It is not clear how this pro
posal will improve academic performance 
or why the nation needs to construct this 
elaborate examination system to sort 
young people into careers." 

Ravitch criticizes almost all the 
report's most important proposals: the 
10th-grade test, the standardized tests for 
such qualities as creativity, teamwork and 
self-discipline, the teacher recruitment 
strategies, the takeover of schools by in
dependent contractors, the Personal Com
petitiveness Accounts for workforce train
ing, and the regional economic-develop
ment authorities. 

"The riskiest and most incomprehen
sible gamble of all," according to Ravitch, 
is dismantling and reconstructing school 
governance, so that the local school 
board's only role is to hire and oversee 
independent contractors who will run the 
schools. Like the NEA and the NSBA, 
Ravitch sees no evidence that this would 
improve the schools. 

Although she calls the school gover
nance recommendations the riskiest, 
Ravitch even more sharply criticizes the 
"regional economic-development authori
ties." According to "Tough Choices," 
these authorities would create "develop
ment goals and strategies for their re
gions" and coordinate "the work of the 
region's education and training institu
tions to make sure that each region's 
workers develop the skills and lmowledge 
needed to be successful in that labor mar
ket." Ravitch comments: 

"In a report that supposedly focuses 
on nimble, high-performance man
agement, this is a bizarre proposal. It 
sounds a bit like a Soviet five-year 
plan. Why does Congress need to 'en
courage' states to establish regional 
authorities? Do regions really need 
such authorities to coordinate educa-

national organization of current and 
former legislators, including many Demo
crats. Women in Government has made 
mandating the HPV vaccine one of its top 
priorities. The Institute on Money in State 
Politics reports that since 2000, Merck has 
given $2.46 million to state-level candi
dates and party committees. 

Pundits wonder whether "HPV" 
might stand for "Help Pay for Vioxx." 
Drug-industry analyst Steve Brozak said, 
"I could not think of a bigger boost" to 
Merck than for states to mandate Gardasil. 

In Texas, links between Gov. Perry 
and Merck seem to abound. One of 
Merck's three Texas lobbyists was Perry's 
former chief-of-staff. His current chief
of-staff' s mother-in-law is Women in 
Government's state director for Texas. 
Perry has also received $21,000 from 
Merck over the years, including $6,000 
for his most recent campaign. 

Citizens of all political stripes dislike 
the sound of all this, and have said so in 
Texas and elsewhere. On Feb. 20, Merck 
announced it would immediately suspend 
its lobbying efforts for Gardasil. 

In several states, including Michigan 

tion and training institutions? Why 
would these authorities be the best 
guide to the skills and knowledge that 
workers need? This proposal prom
ises nothing but a layer of bureau
cratic management to try to steer the 
economy, a strategy that has never 
worked in the past and is not likely to 
work in the future." 

Overall, Ravitch simply does not be
lieve that Tucker's recommendations will 
fix what's wrong with American educa
tion. She faults not only the tough choices 
the commission wants to make, but also 
the choices the report says nothing about. 
"Taken together, the report's fervent ad
vocacy of structural change stands in 
sharp contrast to its indifference to cur
riculum and instruction ... Unfortunately, 
the commission's report contains not a 
shred of evidence that its prescriptions 
will work." 

Like the NEA and the NSBA, Dr. 
Ravitch affirms some aspects of "Tough 
Choices." She sees no major problems 
with universal preschool if people are 
willing to pay for it. Nor does she strongly 
object to abandonment of local funding 
in favor of state funding - she calls this 
recommendation "one of the few that 
stand a chance of influencing public 
policy." 

Though she thinks some ideas are 
better than others, Ravitch reminds her 
readers that Tucker's commission does not 
want critics or the public to pick and 
choose which recommendations they'll 
take. "The commission has the nerve to 
insist that no one should cherry-pick' only 
those ideas that cost the least and offend 
the fewest.' No, they demand a wholesale 
adoption of their recommendations." 

If the choice is "all or nothing," it ap
pears the NEA and other prominent orga
nizations, along with Dr. Ravitch, would 
choose nothing. But the debate over 
Tucker's radical ideas has only just be
gun. 

and Maryland, legislators rejected the 
HPV vaccine mandate after objections 
from the public. Legislators in Maryland 
have proposed instead to establish a task 
force on the issue, and reconsider the 
question in two years. 

At the federal level, Rep. Phil 
Gingrey (R-GA) and Sen. James Inhofe (R

OK) have introduced bills to prohibit states 
from using federal funds to implement 
mandatory HPV inoculation. "As an OB
GYN physician, I understand the impor
tance of protecting Americans from sexu
ally transmitted diseases," Gingrey said. 
"States should require vaccinations for 
communicable diseases, like measles and 
the mumps. But you can't catch HPV if 
an infected schoolmate coughs on you or 
shares your juice box at lunch. Whether 
or not girls get vaccinated against HPV is 
a decision for parents and physicians, not 
state governments." 

The National Conference of State 
Legislatures has created a website to track 
the progress of HPV vaccine legislation 
across the country. View the latest devel
opments in each state at www.ncsl.org/ 
programs/health/HPVvaccine.htm. 


