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Holidays Become a Source of Religious Conflict
At schools where the local population administrators called the police in case
is changing or where a diverse population a shouting match among parents got out
disagrees on impmiant issues, each holiof hand. The holiday issue
day becomes hotly contested ground.
touched a nerve, espe"When you get changes in socicially as it folety or in the population, it ere•t•:.ii~'ll
lowed closely on
ates new situations,"
~~~~?\
changes to the
Northwestern Universi••:o'1n:,°'""'
lunch menu to acty sociology profescommodate Mussor Bernard Beck
_,.-,-,.,,.,...,,.
......LS,.""'"''~~.-lim students. Offi.,"'"'"'-"''£.:....
cials removed all
told the Chicago Tribune
(10-3-07).
items containing
"America has been
pork, as well as
trying to get along on
Jell-O, which is
the basis of a bargain,
sometimes
made
saying, 'We're all bawith tissue or bones
sically the same.' But
...,.,_,,,...,..,.,
from pigs. The exclusion
more recently, the mesof Jell-O from the menu raised
sage is, 'We're not all the same.
such a ruckus that the district fiNot all religions have the same message."' nally agreed to bring it back.
Conflicts have arisen this school year over
Parents like Bryan Schapiro beHalloween, Christmas, and Ramadan.
lieve more is at stake in these debates
Kohl Elementary School in Broom- than may at first appear. "For a numfield, Colorado was one school that dis- ber of years now I've seen something
carded the traditional Halloween party this
year in favor of a more generic fall party,
without costumes and on a different date.
Kohl administrators cited the small numA new study takes what many believe
ber of students who can't afford store- to be the closest and clearest look yet at
bought costumes, or who don't celebrate American professors' political and social
Halloween, to explain their decision.
views. The study surveyed 1,417 full-time
A suburban Chicago school board professors at schools ranging from comdecided to allow Halloween and Christ- munity colleges to elite research universimas celebrations to continue in local ties, and broke down the results by professchools as long as the schools celebrate sors' disciplines, ages, and other factors.
Ramadan as well. About 30% of students The authors presented their findings in Ocin Ridgeland School District 122 are of tober at Harvard University, leading to a
Arab descent, many of them Muslim. full day of stimulating presentations and
Elizabeth Zahdan, mother of three District debate among the assembled academics.
122 students, raised questions of fairness
44% of professors who responded to
about local schools' Halloween and the survey classified themselves as liberChristmas traditions. Zahdan wanted
al, 46% as moderate, and 9% as conservaschools to display stars and moons in hon- tive. The study's authors, Neil Gross and
or of Ramadan, and to allow her children Solon Simmons, were surprised to find so
and other Muslim students to spend lunch- many moderate professors, but other acatime together, away from other students, demics attending the presentation disagreed with their conclusions. Much of the
during the Ramadan fast.
Zahdan's requests sparked a debate conservatism and moderation in higher
so volatile that Columbus Manor School education cropped up in certain subcate-

change every year because it goes
against Muslim beliefs," said Schapiro.
"Traditions that have been beloved by
children in America for centuries are
now being taken away little by little because the Muslims want the school day,
menu, and social traditions tailored to
their needs."
At District 122 schools, Santa Claus
visits annually, and holiday gift bazaars
allow students and parents to purchase
gifts, with partial proceeds going to the
school. But those activities hardly go to
the heart of Christmas.
While some schools embrace new
holidays in an effort to recognize every
religion equally, others ban all mention
of any religious holiday in a misguided
efforttokeepreligionoutofschools.
Glenelg High School in Howard County,
Maryland, took on the role of Grinch this
year against the school's chapter of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).
The FCA sponsored an "Operation Christ-

mas Child" project, gathering toys and
gifts for children whose parents are in jail.
Glenelg's principal forced the FCA to cover the word "Christmas" on the flyers advertising the toy drive, replacing it with
the word "Holiday" to read, "Operation
Holiday Child."
The American Family Association
(AFA), upon hearing of the principal 'saction, donated 1,000 "Merry Christmas"
buttons to students at Glenelg
High. AFA's Center for Law
and Policy has also undertaken a "Christmas Project" to
educate administrators
and
teachers on students' right to talk about
Christmas at school and engage in other
forms of religious expression, at Christmastime and all year long.
"Schools must not become 'religionfree zones' where the only perspective
ever heard is secular and materialistic,"
the legal group affirmed.

Study ExaminesProfessors' Politicaland SocialViews
gories: the health science professions, for
example, and community colleges and nonelite universities.
At community colleges, 37% of professors identified themselves as liberal,
44% as moderate, and 19% as conservative. Professors at liberal arts colleges
were most likely to identify themselves
as liberal: 61 % were liberal, and just 4 %
conservative. Elite Ph.D.-granting institutions were fairly close behind, with
57% liberal, 33% moderate
and 10% conservative.
Business and health sciences professors helped to
boost the representation of
moderate and conservative
views at both elite and non-elite Ph.D.granting universities, compared to liberal
arts colleges. 20.5% ofhealth sciences professors are liberal, 20.5% are conservative,
and 59% are moderate. Business profes-

Brain Scans Show Kids Grow Out of ADHD
A study published in November helps
to explain why so many children grow out
of ADHD symptoms given time. The
study, which appeared in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences, used
medical imaging techniques to examine
the brains of children with and without
ADHD symptoms. Researchers did not
find any permanent flaws or deficits in the
brains of the ADHD children, but did discover that parts of the ADHD children's
brains were developing more slowly than
those of the other children.
A child's brain matures over time,
with the cerebral cortex first growing
thicker in early childhood and then thinning out. The thinning process, in which
neurons are "pruned," begins at age 7-1/2
in children without ADHD symptoms,

according to the study. Children with the
symptoms begin the process about three
years later, at age 10-1/2.
"The basic sequence of development
in the brains of these kids withADHD was
intact, absolutely normal," the lead author
of the study, Dr. Philip Shaw, told the New
York Times (11-13-07). "I think this is pretty
strong evidence we're talking about a delay, and not an abnonnal brain."
Another study, published on the same
day in Developmental Psychology, looked
at children who behave disruptively in
kindergarten. The researchers found that
among over 16,000 children, kindergartners who sometimes acted defiant, rude
or aggressive were able to read and do
math as well as well-behaved children of
the same abilities, by the time both groups
reached 5th grade.

''I think these may
become landmark
findings," predicted
Sharon Landesman
Ramey, director of the
Georgetown University Center on Health and Education. Ramey believes both studies may force us "to ask
whether these acting-out kinds of problems are secondary to the inappropriate
maturity expectations that some educators
place on young children as soon as they
enter classrooms."
The second study found that the best
predictor of academic success in 5th grade
was each kindergartner 's score on a math
test administered at age five or six. Assessments of reading and attention also
predicted 5th-grade academic success, but
not as strongly as math scores did.

sors are another less liberal group, with
24.5% conservative, 54% moderate, and
21.5% liberal.
Predictably, humanities and social
sciences professors were most likely to
lean left. 17.6% of social sciences professors declared a Marxist political identity. Marxism also claimed 5% support in
the humanities, and negligible support in
other disciplines. 88% of social sciences
professors voted for John Kerry in 2004,

and 84% of humanities professors. Half
of the social sciences professors who did
not vote for Kerry voted for non-mainstream candidates, leaving the Republican Party with just 6% of their vote. Only
health sciences professors supported Bush
in 2004, by a narrow margin of 52% of
votes for Bush and 48% for Kerry. Overall, 78% of academics voted for Kerry.
The survey also inquired about professors' beliefs on a number of social issues. 75% favor abortion on demand, for
any and every reason. On the subject of
homosexuality, 17% of professors believe
it is always wrong for two people of the
same sex to have sex, and 69% believe
this is never wrong.
Professors' views on affirmative action surprised the study's authors. 49%
oppose or strongly oppose affirmative
action in college admissions. Only 11%
strongly favor affirmative action. Also of
interest, the survey asked how professors
explain why more men than women go
into math, science, and engineering. Only
one-quarter blame discrimination; three(See Study, page 4)
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The HPV vaccine Gardasil has now

been linked to at least 3,461 adverse
reactions, including eleven deaths.
Judicial Watch, a public interest group
that investigates and prosecutes government conuption, extracted the new
figures this fall through a freedom of
information request. The eleven
young women who died within days
of receiving the vaccine died of heart
attacks, blood clots, or unknown
causes. "Repo1is on the vaccine read
like a catalogue of horrors," said Judicial Watch president Tom Fitton.
Other young women experienced seizures or paralysis, or developed Bell's
Palsy or Guillain-Barre Syndrome.
Judicial Watch has filed a lawsuit
against the Food and Drug Administration for failing to provide other requested infonnation within the time
frame the Freedom ofinformationAct
specifies. (www.judicialwatch.org/
6428.shtml, l 0-04-07)

Vendors of biometric products
such as electronic fingerprint
scanners hope to sell their products to schools across America.
Stayton Middle School in Oregon
recently implemented a fingerprintscanning systen1 to expedite the
lunch line. Each student presents his
fingerprint, instead of an ID card, a
PIN number, or cash, as he checks
out with his cafeteria food. "This is
biometric data collecting," warned
Jann Carson of the Po1ilandACLU.
"It's the 'Big Brother' theory. The
last thing we should do is teach parents and their young children to be
casual about turning over personal
data, like a fingerprint, just for the
sake of speeding up a lunch line."
(Statesman Journal, 10-24-07)

The school board of Okeechobee
County, Flmida voted unanimously
to ban "sex-based" clubs in schools,
including dubs "based upon any
sexual grouping, orientation or activity of any kind." Last year a student, represented by the ACLU, filed
a lawsuit against the Okeechobee
school district for not allowing the
Gay-Straight Alliance to meet on
school grounds. That lawsuit is ongoing, and the judge's decision will
probably determine whether the
school board is allowed to classify the
Gay-Straight Alliance as a sex-based
club. (Palm Beach Post, 10-10-07)
Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608)
is published monthly by Eagle Forum
Education & Legal Defense Fund with
editorial offices at 7800 Bonhomme
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Wealthy, Suburban Schools
are Failing, Study Shows
Many middle-class parents believe isters this test on a voluntary basis to 11ththat living in the right neighborhood will graders, to assess their preparation for
ensure an academically strong public edu- college coursework. Even at schools
cation for their children. In fact, studies where relatively high prop01iions of stushow that parents often buy houses they dents pass the 11th-grade CST English
can't really afford in order to place their and math exams, few test as college-ready
children in a "better" school system. Be- on the EAP.
tween 1984 and 2001, families with at
For example, in Newport Beach, 52%
least one minor child increased their of 11th-graders tested as proficient or betspending on housing at a rate three times ter on the English CST, but only 24%
that of families without minor children; tested as college-ready on the English
and perceived school quality is often the EAP. No wonder up to 60% of freshmen
most important reason that similar homes in the California State system need remedial coursework.
differ in price.
Even in exclusive, clearly upperThe Pacific Research Institute (PRI)
exposes the truth about ~__,"'"'
04,.,,_,1,l<IIW/l~
c 1ass neighborhoods
where most parents are
many
middle-class
exceptionally successschools in a recent publiful, parents can't depend
cation, Not as Good as
on successful schools.
You Think:
Why the
Marin County, CaliforMiddle
Class Needs
nia has the highest per
School Choice. The book
capita income in the nashows that in dozens of
tion. Among parents of
California
neighborstudents at San Marin
hoods where families
High, 82% went to colspend hundreds of thoulege. But even here, only
sands or over $1 million
23% of students test as
on their homes, their children nevertheless
attend mediocre
ready for college. Less than half of 11thschools where tiny percentages of stu- graders even score as proficient on the
dents score as proficient in academic
English CST
"While many middle-class parents
subjects.
Take Vasquez High School in Acton, recognize the need for reform in schools
California. The average home in Acton located in poor, urban neighborhoods,
sells for $650,000, and the average house- they are often under the mistaken impreshold income is $101,012. At Vasquez sion that because they live in safe, wellHigh school, however, only 5% of stu- to-do suburbs, the schools attended by
dents taking the California Standards Test their own children are very good," said
(CST) in Algebra 1 score at or above pro- Lance T. Izumi, co-author of Not as Good
ficiency. Only 3% of geometry students as You Think.
The book goes on to address eight
are proficient or better in geometry, and
only 33% of 10th- and 11th-graders are myths about school choice, which often
proficient or better in English. Schools in close the minds of middle- and upper-class
the Silicon Valley, Santa Barbara, Orange parents and other voters against the posCounty and other areas known for middle- sibility that choice could improve education for all students. "Unlike the current
and upper-class respectability produce
system of assigned schooling, empowersimilarly dismal results.
The numbers become even more ing parents to choose the schools they
shocking when compared with another think are best~ public or private ~ instandard for academic achievement, the troduces powerful pressure to improve
Early Assessment Program (EAP) col- academic perfonnance or risk losing stulege-ready English and math exams. The dents to schools that will," says co-author
California State University system admin- Vicki E. Munay.
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Let's K.ill Dick
and Jane: How
the Open Court
Publishing Company Fought the
Culture
of
American Education, Harold
Henderson, St.
Augustine's
Press, 2006, 161
pp., $26.00
In the late 1950s, Blouke Cams began a quest to discern the problems with
American education and offer solutions.
"Most American first-graders at the time
were reading repetitive stories about the
daily activities of Dick and Jane, stories
with little ethical or literary merit," author Harold Henderson relates.
The Dick and Jane readers relied
on the then-popular "look-say" method
of teaching reading, in which students
grew familiar with printed words
through repeated exposure, without
learning the phonetic skills necessary
to decipher new words. Blouke Carns
envisioned a curriculum that would
quickly teach students the basics of
reading through phonics in the first
grade, and then lead them on to challenging and interesting readings of significant literary and cultural merit. His
vision inspired him to found the Open
Court Publishing Company.
Let's Kill Dick and Jane chronicles
Open Court's efforts to change American educational culture from 1962 to
1996. The company's reliance on research, its belief that children could read
real literature, and its willingness to focus on skills in the early years through
phonics-based instruction set it well apart
from any other language arts curriculum.
Henderson believes that the culture
of American education, while superficially obedient to the latest fads and
theories, is actually deeply resistant to
change of any kind. Most l 980s reading curricula that purported to teach
phonics neve1iheless did not teach "fluent and accurate decoding," one Open
Court analyst wrote_ By 1987, the
"whole language" movement was already gathering steam, and with it renewed opposition to the teaching of
skills. In 1987, Open Comi fought for
the adoption of its textbooks in California. While several of Open Court's
strengths - a focus on reading for
meaning, ignoring readability formulas
-were enjoying a vogue, committees
rejected Open Comi simply because it
also taught phonics.
In order to become literate, students
must learn from someone to decode letters into sounds. Students with involved,
educated parents can learn at home;
children who have access only to
"whole language" instruction at school
memorize as many words as they can,
and then flounder. This book tells the
story of one company's valiant but unsuccessful effort to transcend the education culture and enable every student
to read and to achieve cultural literacy.
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FOCUS:A Lost Art: Instilling Respect
by Patricia Dalton

There's been a fundamental change
in family life, and it has played out over
the years in my office. Teachers, pediatricians and therapists like me are seeing
children of all ages who are not afraid of
their parents. Not one bit. Not of their
power, not of their position, not of their
ability to apply standards and enforce consequences.
I am not advocating authoritarian or
abusive parental behavior, which can do
untold damage. No, I am talking about a
feeling that was common to us baby
boomers when we were kids. One of my
friends described it this way: "All my
mother had to do was shoot me a look." I
knew exactly what she was talking about.
It was a look that stopped us in our tracks
- or got us moving. And not when we
felt like it.

Now.
These days, that look seems to have
been replaced by a feeble nod of parental
acquiescence - and an earnest acknowledgment of "how hard it is to be a kid
these days."
In my office, I have seen small children call their parents names and tell them
how stupid they are; I have heard adolescents use strings of expletives toward
them; and I remember one 6-year-old
whose parents told me he refused to obey,
debated them ad nauseam and sometimes
even lashed out. As if on cue, the boy
kicked his father right there in the office.
When I asked the father how he reacts at
home, he told me that he runs to another
room!
It came to me like a lightning bolt:

Not only are the kids unafraid of their parents, parents are afraid of their kids!
What ever happened to the colorful
phrases our parents relied on to put us in
our place? "Keep your shirt on." "On the
double." "What do you think we are, made
of money?" "Because I said so." "If you
want sympathy, look it up in the dictionary." Or one of my personal favorites:
"Don't bother me unless you're bleeding,"
which a friend's mother said to her six kids
when she sat down to read before dinner.

The Honor Is Yours
Today's generation of children is the
most closely observed, monitored, cherished and scheduled in our history. They
are also the most praised. Families are
smaller, and there are fewer children upon
whom parents can beam their attention.
Today there are moms and dads who
aren't just parents - they believe in
"parenting." They read volumes and volumes about how to be good parents and
view parenting as both an aii and a science that must be studied and updated
and practiced self-consciously. Letting
children run around the neighborhood
and be bored some of the time is anathema to them.
Many parents these days don't expect
their children to contribute much around
the house, although they do expect them
to achieve outside the house. They have
strong beliefs about what makes children
successful and happy-ever-after, and underpinning those beliefs is the concept that
they - the parents - are all-important
in this quest. Such parents believe that
self-esteem is the key to lifetime success,

''And You Thought Oil Prices
Were High?''
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Dr. Mark J. Perry, professor of economics and finance at the University of
Michiga11,makes an interesting comparison between the cost of oil and the cost
of a public school education between
1929 and the present. After adjusting for
inflation, the cost of oil has increased
240% since 1929. The cost of a public
school education has increased 1000%
over the same time period.
"Consider also that the quality of a
barrel of oil has probably remained the
same since 1929," writes Perry. "We
probably can't say that about the quality
of a public school education over the last
78 years." (mjperry.blogspot.com)
Just to make the point, Perry links his
blog to the questions from the 8th -grade
final exam for Salina, Kansas students in
1895. "Name all the republics of Europe
and give capital of each," the test demands
- and that's just one question out of ten
on a one-hour geography portion. Another
geography question asks students to
"Name and describe the following:
Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba,
Hecla,
Yukon,
St. Helena,
Juan
Fermandez, Aspinwall and Orinoco."

The grammar, arithmetic,
U.S.
history, and orthography sections are
equally difficult. One history question
asks, "Name events com1ected with the
following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849,
1865." Questions like this one demand
that students have built up a large store of
real knowledge, something much more
difficult for multiple-choice questions to
require. The test is also very practical. 8th grade graduates in Salina might well have
needed the skills this question tested: "A
wagon box is two feet deep, ten feet long,
and three feet wide. How many bushels
of wheat will it hold?" To see the complete
test, go to http://people.moreheadstate.edu/fs/
w.willis/eighthgrade.html.

and to this end they compliment their children a lot.
They are egalitarian, and they believe
families should be democracies. Needless
to say, they don't give orders. They believe that children will do things when
they are ready to. They ask their child
politely ifhe or she will do something and
are surprised and dismayed when the response is "no."
It's as if parents have rewritten the
Fourth Commandment to read, "Honor thy
children."
And, boy, are they paying for it.
When a teacher, pediatrician or therapist suggests
that perhaps
these
"parenting" behaviors are not helping but
in fact causing ham1, such earnest parents
can be hard to convince. They don't want
to have to hear that their New Age concepts for raising kids not only do not work,
but actually are prescriptions for disaster.

'Scrumptious'?

Please.

Let's take the consta11tparental praise.
I first noticed it when my three children
were small, and I would hear mothers
lauding their kids' incredible artwork or
rich vocabulary. I can recall one mother
who brought her 6-year-old to my office
after the school observed some social difficulties. "Isn't she scrumptious?" she
said, in front of her beaming daughter. (I
made a mental note to myself: This may
be part of the problem.)
After all, there is a difference between
appreciation, which is from the heaii, and
flattery, which is from the mouth.
Starting in the mid-1990s, a team led
by psychologist Carol Dweck did a series
of experiments on fifth-graders over a l 0year period. One study compared two randomized groups of children in a classroom
setting. In one group, researchers attributed children's achievement to their effort and in the other to their intelligence.
Those praised for their hard work, it
turned out, were more likely to attempt
difficult tasks and perfonned better than
those praised for intelligence. Children
who were told that innate intelligence is
the key were less likely to expend effort
and take risks, perhaps because they were
trying to maintain an image that they felt
was not under their control.
A later study that Dweck conducted
among seventh- and eighth-graders confinned these findings and found that an
effort mind-set also led to higher achievement, as measured by math grades.
More-seiious concerns were raised by
a 1996 review of 200 studies on self-esteem by Roy Baumeister, a psychologist
at Florida State University. Rather than
promoting success, he found that an "unrealistically positive self-appraisal" was
linked to aggression, crime and violence.
It all makes a therapist long for the days
of the good old inferiority complex. And
for parents who could put children in their
place. Some interesting research on interpersonal attraction has shown that selfconfidence in combination with some degree of vulnerability makes a person more

appealing to others. Unshakable self-regard is a liability. And dominance is the
kiss of death.
Over-parented and under-disciplined
children can also have trouble later as
young adults with the process of separating from home and creating an independent life. Kids who were constantly
praised often become thin-skinned adults
who have trouble taking negative feedback on their jobs or in their personal
lives. And I have had more than one client over the years who was positively indignant when a boss expected him or her
to be at work on time and to call in sick
only when necessary.
Kids who were told, "You can do anything," may have extremely high expectations that can be hard to attain in our
multifaceted modem lives. In her 2006
book, Generation Me, Jean Twenge, a
psychologist at San Diego State University, documented an enormous rise in
young people's expectations from the late
'60s to the late '90s. Twenge refers to a
quote from the character Tyler Durden in
the movie "Fight Club": "We've all been
raised on television to believe that one day
we'd all be millionaires, and movie gods,
and rock stars. But we won't. And we're
slowly learning that fact. And we're very,
very [ticked] off."
Maybe it wouldn't be so painful if
parents would sign on to the following
manifesto: Let's expect more help from
our kids around the house and withdraw
some of our frenetic investment in their
academic, sporting and social achievements. Let's shore up boundaries and let
them be kids in the kid zone. And let's
allow them to experience some of life's
disappointments. Let's talk on the phone
and go out on weekends with our friends.
Let's start worrying less whether our kids
are happy all the time and more about
whether we are enjoying them and ourselves. Let's get a life in the parent zone.
And last but not least, let's resurrect an old
concept: Father and Mother Know Best.

Patricia Dalton is a clinical psychologist
in private practice in Washington.
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Student Wins Fight to Start Fired Radical Professor
Pro-Life Club in High School Teaches Unofficially at
Junior Stephanie Hoffmeier filed a request last school year to start a Pro-Life
Club at her school, Colonial Forge High School
in Stafford County, Virginia. Stephanie hoped
the club would promote
teen sexual abstinence as
well as the right to life
for unborn children, and
perhaps even provide
support to pregnant teenagers at her school. Admmistrators denied her request, saying the
club's aims were not tied to school curriculum.
"We just wanted to have the same
rights as other clubs," Stephanie told the
Washington Post (11-6-07). It's not a radical
thing to expect equal treatment." Legally,
Stephanie was exactly right: under the federal Equal Access Act, if a public school
allows any student-run clubs, it cannot disallow any club because of its religious,
political or other ideological perspective.
Stafford schools do allow clubs, such as

the Young Republicans, Young Democrats, Key Club, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
The pro-life club seems
to be the first of its kind
in the area, which may
help explain the school
district's confusion on the
issue. After Stephanie,
assisted by the Alliance
Defense Fund, filed suit
against the district, administrators realized their
mistake. The school recognized the club
officially on October 24. About 20 students attended the first meeting.
"Anybody is welcomed no matter
what they believe," says Stephanie. A
healthy dialogue with students who favor
abortion may help forward the club's purpose: "To educate people about the biggest holocaust that is going on right here
in the United States. To come together and
pray to end abortion. To be a voice for
[our] generation and a voice for those who
cannot speak for themselves."

Vouchers Defeated in Utah
What would have been the nation's
most comprehensive school voucher program was defeated at the hands of Utah
voters in November. The program offered
a private school tuition voucher of between $500 and $3,000, depending on
family income, to every Utah student not
already attending private school. (See Education Reporter, March and July, 2007)

Republican legislators,with the support
of Gov. John Huntsman, were largely responsible for passing the bill instating the
program earlier this year. The Utah Education Association, the state's largest teachers
union, led the charge against the measure,
beginning with a petition effort to bring the
question to a referendum in November.
The eight months leading up to the
referendum saw millions of dollars spent
on radio and television spots both for and
against school vouchers. Opponents of the
program claimed it was full of loopholes
and would harm public schools. Support-

ers urged the need for vouchers to improve
educational options for all students. In
the end, 62% ofUtah voters voted against
the plan.
Patrick
Byrne,
CEO
of
Overstock.com and the biggest donor to
the pro-voucher effort, expressed frustration at the outcome. "I'm ashamed of
Utah that this could even be a close vote.
This is parents looking at their kids getting a third-rate education and other kids
getting basically a death sentence, and
saying, 'That's OK by me,"' he said.
Doug Holmes, chairman of Parents
for Choice in Education, pointed to a
bright side in the campaign's results.
"People have started to really engage in a
dialogue about education reform," he said.
"We are going to work to keep building
that momentum." Republican leaders said
they would "take a time out" on any
school choice measures in 2008. (Deseret
Morning News, 11-7-07)

Study (Cont.frompage 1)
quarters say men and women simply have
different interests.
Professors attending the presentation
had interesting reactions to the survey.
Lawrence H. Summers, economist and
former Harvard president, said the survey
results showed "even less ideological diversity" in the core liberal arts disciplines
than he would have expected. Summers
called for universities to seek out professors of a wider range of views, in order to
create a more intellectually stimulating
enviromnent on campuses.
Summers questioned whether a lack
of intellectual diversity on campuses had
actually weakened liberalism in recent
years. "It makes me wonder whether if
you do not engage in intense dialogue
with those whom you disagree with in
substantial number whether your own
arguments will be sharpened and honed
to maximum effect," he said. Summers

praised the conservative Federalist Society for engaging with progressives and
seeking out debate. 'Tm not sure that
commitment is equally present in progressive communities," he owned.
Jonathan Zimmerman of New York
University said that many professors reacted against the rise of the new right in
the 1980s and 90s, and adopted an aggressive stance against the average conservative American. "The story we need to tell
is about the alienation of professors from
the public," he said.
Professor Louis Menand of Harvard
expressed concern that the academy's liberalism might be self-perpetuating. With
competition fierce for every position as either a humanities graduate student or a professor, tomonow's professors are under a
great deal of pressure to conform to today's
professors' views. (Inside Higher Ed, 10-8-07)

University of Colorado
Ward Churchill, formerly a professor
in the University of Colorado's Department of Ethnic Studies, is perhaps best
known for calling the victims of the 2001
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center "little Eichmanns," after Nazi mass
murderer Adolf Eichmann. Churchill also
famously called for further violence
against the United States, saying, "More
9/11s are necessary."
In May of 2006, a panel of scholars
investigating Churchill discovered a history of deliberate plagiarism and fabrication. University of Colorado (CU) regents
voted 8-to-1 to suspend him from teaching duties in 2006, and fired him for academic misconduct in July of 2007.
Now Churchill is back on campus, by
invitation of a group of students who say
he is "one of the most valuable professors we've had" at CU. The students
rented out space and invited Churchill to
teach an unofficial class on colonialism,
genocide, and racism. About 30 students

and community
members attended
the first lecture,
titled "Re
W ard Church"ll
. Visioning
.
1
Amencan History:
Colonization, Genocide and Formation
of the U.S. Settler State." A CU spokesman emphasized that the "class" is actually a private event not sanctioned by the
university.
Churchill refused local reporters entry to the first lecture, and one of two men
posted at the classroom door manhandled
a Boulder Daily Camera reporter who
tried to enter the room anyway. The two
guards also turned away three male students whom they identified as "agitators."
A professor teaching next door, Kelly
Tryba, criticized the event for its secrecy.
"I think any student group should be able
to rent out a room and have someone
speak; but anyone should be able to go.
The freedom of speech goes both ways,"
she said. (Daily Camera, 10-3-07)

Controversy Continues Over Birth
Control for Middle Schoolers
The decision by the Portland School
Committee to expand the King Middle
School health clinic's "reproductive services" to include the provision of prescription birth control pills, patches and injections provoked a community uproar that
is still resounding. At another school committee meeting on November 7, parents
and others gathered to speak out on the
issue. During the open forum, six people
spoke against providing prescription birth
control, and nine people spoke in favor.
The Portland Press Herald reported that
several of the speakers in favor had been
brought to the meeting by Planned Parenthood of Northern New England.
Benjamin Meiklejohn, one of the two
committee members to vote against the
measure, has introduced a new resolution
to allow parents more control over their
children's access to birth control at school.
Under this resolution, parents could withhold permission for their daughters to receive bi1ih control prescriptions even if
they allowed the girls to visit the health
center. The committee must detennine
whether such a restriction would violate
the state law that guarantees confidential
medical treatment to minors. Meiklejohn's
proposal would also restrict birth control
prescriptions to students age 14 and older.
The Portland School Committee will now
consider this new proposal.
The county District Attorney,
Stephanie Anderson, brought an important
legal issue to the attention of those on both
sides of the debate. Since it is a crime in
Maine to have sex with anyone under the
age of 14, school health centers should have
reported any lmown or suspected instance
of sex with a minor under that age to the
Maine Department of Health and Human
Services. "When it's somebody under age
14, it is a crime and it must be reported.
The health care provider has no discretion

in the matter," Anderson said. "Either the
law is going to be enforced or it needs to
be changed. I don't think a law should be
routinely violated."
A national Associated Press poll in
late October asked whether public schools
should provide contraceptives to students.
33% of those polled opposed schools providing contraceptives to students under
any circumstances. 37% thought schools
should provide contraceptives only with
parental consent; and 30% thought
schools should provide them to all who
ask, without parental consent.
Responders of differing opinions
came from different demographics. Those
who favored distribution without consent
tended to be younger and to live in cities
or suburbs. Minorities, older, and lowerincome people tended to favor distribution only with consent, and white and
higher-income people were more likely to
oppose distribution even with consent.
The poll also asked at what age students should be able to receive contraceptives from their schools. About two-thirds
of responders chose an age 16 or older.
King Middle School is not the first
middle school in the nation to offer prescription birth control to students, although it is the first in Maine. In Maryland, for example, girls as young as 12
have had access to birth control pills and
other prescriptions in school health clinics for the past 20 years. Three of
Baltimore's 15 school health clinics,
which offer bi1ih control prescriptions, are
in middle schools, and two are in K-8
schools. Overall, 80,500 girls and young
women visited Maryland's 80 school
health clinics seeking birth control last
year, and 991 of them were under the age
of 15. 10,400 were benveen 15 and 17
years old. Maryland, like Maine and 19
other states, legally guarantees confidential health care for adolescents.

