
EDUCATI REPORTER 
Schools Adopting 
Mexico's Curriculum 

In several cities and states, schools 
are using curriculum materials from 
Mexico's public schools, and even 

aligning their courses with 
those taught in Mexico 

so that courses will be 
valid in both countries. 
"The availability ofre-
sources is astounding," 
said Patiick Burk of the 
Oregon Department of 

Education's superintendent's office. 
"We're able to serve students so much 
better if we're working together." Burk, 
with several other Oregon curriculum 
officials, flew to Mexico over the sum
mer to discuss aligning Oregon's stan
dards for such courses with Mexico's. 

Mexico has made its public school 
curriculum available to American 
schools free of charge since 2001. Ad
ministrators such as Burk adopt the cur
riculum to "minimize disruption" for 
immigrants from Mexico. While 15% 
of Oregon students are Hispanic, only 
2% of teachers are. The materials from 
Mexico include DVDs and website 
components, which students can use 
without direct teacher supervision. 

Critics of the idea, however, doubt 
that continuing to teach Hispanic stu
dents in Spanish using Mexican curricu
lum will help them to get their learning 
on track or adapt to their new English
speaking schools. The longer students 
receive instruction in Spanish, the more 
slowly they will learn English. Many 
also question whether Mexico's curricu
lum will adequately teach math or sci
ence, let alone U.S. history, which is 
also among the subjects offered by 
Mexico. 

Oregon is not the only place where 
schools are implementing this curricu
lum. In Washington state, about 30 
schools already use it. The city of 
Yakima, Washington is also consider
ing aligning courses officially with 
Mexico's national curriculum, as are 
San Diego, California and Austin, 
Texas. (The Oregonian, 9-19-07) 

Lottery Promises Schools Much, Delivers Little 
For years, lawmakers and the gam

bling lobby have promoted lotteries and 
other types of gambling as a "voluntary 
tax" that can bolster government pro
grams, especially public schools. Proceeds 
from state lotteries go to education in 23 
of the 42 states with lotteries. Polls show 
that many citizens of these states believe 
the lottery provides most of their state's 
education funding. A recent analysis by 
the New York Times, however, showed that 
pro-lottery rhetoric vastly over-represents 
what lotteries do for education. 

Lottery money accounts for a tiny per
centage of spending on education in the 23 
states that earmark lottery proceeds for 
schools. New York's lottery does the most 
for schools, paying 5.3% of the education 
budget. In five states, lottery money pays 
for less than 1 % of the education budget. 

In some states, such as California, the 
lottery has made a smaller and smaller 
proportional contribution to education 
over the years. California's lottery paid 5% 

of the K-12 education budget in 1985, and 
now pays less than 2%. 

Flagging contributions don't mean 
the lottery isn't thriving. In many states, 
lotteries make much more money but give 

a smaller percentage of the proceeds back 
to the government than they did a decade 
ago. The rest of the money goes back into 
the administration and expansion of the 
lottery. 

State lotteries spent $460 million on 
advertising last year. Ad campaigns such 
as South Carolina's "Big Fun, Bright Fu-

tures" go on despite the facts about edu
cation and lottery funding. 

Lotteries' broader marketing efforts in
clude developing new games and lottery 
products to attract new players. 15 states 
have introduced electronic gambling ma
chines, which provide instant gratification 
and are more addictive than traditional lot
tery games. Gambling officials hope these 
video terminal games will introduce a new 
generation of players to the lottery. Larger 
jackpots and other prizes, such as the new 
$50 scratch ticket in Kansas, Texas and 
Michigan, also bring in new customers. 
These larger prizes require changes in bud
get formulas so that lotteries can devote 
more dollars to the prizes. 

States with lotteries compete with 
neighboring states for gamblers' money, 
and especially for the "core players" who 
buy most of the tickets. These core play
ers, who make up only 10-15% of all tick
et-buyers, provide 80% of the lottery's 
revenue. 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Signs Pro-Indoctrination Bills - -

California's Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger disappointed pro-family 
activists by signing several bills affect
ing how California students will learn 
about homosexuality, gender and the fam
ily. These bills force public school teach
ers to present a positive view of homo
sexuality and trans gender behaviors, with 
the effect that any mention of the natural 
family of mother, father and children may 
become taboo. 

SB 777 adds sexual orientation to a 
list of characteristics specially protected in 
schools by California law. It is now illegal 
to use any instructional materials in the 
public schools that "reflect adversely upon 
persons because of their disability, gender, 
nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation, or any other character
istic contained in the definition of hate 
crimes that is contained in the Penal Code." 

The consequences could be far
reaching. Even referring to "Mom and 
Dad" could be seen as "reflecting ad
versely" on a homosexual lifestyle or on 
households headed by homosexual 
couples. "Because no textbook or in
struction in California public schools cur
rently disparages transsexuality, bisexu
ality, or homosexuality, the practical ef
fect of SB 777 will be to require positive 
portrayals of these sexual lifestyles at 
every government-operated school," 
warned the Campaign for Children and 
Families, which fought the bill. 

Formerly, California law outlawed 
materials reflecting adversely on individu
als because of their sex. SB 777 changes 
the word "sex" to "gender" and defines 
gender as including "a person's gender 
identity and gender related appearance 
and behavior whether or not 

stereotypically 
associated 
with the 
person's as
signed sex at birth." Apparently, it is now 
a "stereotype" to label a person as male 
simply because he was born male. This 
could result in schools being forced to al
low a male student to use the women's 
locker room, and vice versa, if the stu
dent claims to identify himself with the 
opposite sex. 

Schwarzenegger also signedAB 394, 
a bill instating "anti-harassment" training 
for children, teachers and even parents 
who express disapproval of homosexual 
or other lifestyles. 

Prescribing Birth Control Pills for Students 

The governor vetoed almost exactly 
the same bills last year, in the midst of 
an important reelection campaign. His 
change of heart has prompted an outcry 
among socially conservative Republi
cans, who view it as evidence that they 
can't count on liberal Republicans once 
they are in office. Schwarzenegger has 
won many votes in the past from con
servatives who saw him as the "lesser 
of two evils." 

Middle school students in Portland, 
Maine will soon have access to birth con
trol prescriptions at school. The Portland 
School Committee approved a proposal to 
expand the King Student Health Center's 
reproductive health program, which has 
provided condoms for students in 6th 

through 8th grade since 2000, to include pre
scriptions for birth control pills and patches. 

Student health centers at four area 
high schools already provide these pre
scriptions, as well as presc1iptions for birth 
control injections, and even the abortifa
cient morning-after pill. 

Middle school students must have 

parental permission to be treated at the 
health center, but by state law may then 
receive confidential care and choose 
whether to tell their parents what kind of 
health care they receive. Of the 500 stu
dents at King Middle School, five have 
reported being sexually active, according 
to the school's principal. 

Only two members of the 12-person 
committee voted against the measure. 
Parents were divided, and many spoke 
passionately at the meeting to decide the 
issue. "Not every child is getting the guid
ance needed to keep them safe," said one 
father who favored the measure. "This is 

about g1vmg kids 
who are sexually ac
tive the tools that 
they need." Other 
parents spoke of their 
shock at the violation 
of parental rights en
tailed in the center's 
new services. 

Of the 1,700 health centers connected 
to public schools in the U.S., 25-30% pro
vide some form of birth control, ranging 
from condoms to prescription medicines, 
to students. 

Meredith Turney, legislative liaison 
for Capitol Resource Institute, pointed 
out that bills like SB 777 only take the 
public schools farther offtrack. "Parents 
want the assurance that when their chil
dren go to school they will learn the fun
damentals of reading, writing and arith
metic - not social indoctrination regard
ing alternative sexual lifestyles. Now that 
SB 777 is law, schools will in fact be
come indoctrination centers for sexual 
experimentation." 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

More state governments have 
their hands in the cookie jar -
and the vending machine, and the 
snack kiosk. California's new Food 
Nutrition Standards Bill bans the 
sale in schools of "junk food": 
snacks containing more than 250 
calories, more than 35% of calories 
from fat, or more than 35% sugar 
by weight. The law exempts certain 
foods that don't meet these require
ments, such as peanut butter, eggs, 
cheese and nuts. Food manufactur
ers quickly repackaged and refor
mulated their most popular snacks 
to comply with the new rules. (San 

Francisco Chronicle, 9-28-07) 

About 50 Boulder (CO) High School 
students are protesting the Pledge 
of Allegiance, especially the phrase 
"under God," which one student 
called "almost religious oppression." 
The students have organized a "pro
test pledge" in which they "pledge al
legiance to the flag and my constitu
tional rights with which it comes. And 
to the diversity, in which our nation 
stands, one nation, part of one planet, 
with libe1iy, freedom, choice and jus
tice for all." The school's principal 
declares he is proud of the students for 
standing up for their beliefs. (World Net 

Daily, 9-28-07) 

In some school districts, teachers 
who don't speak Spanish fear 
their jobs are in jeopardy. 
Waukegan, IL, a Chicago suburb, 
has moved a number of non-Span
ish-speaking teachers involuntarily 
to other schools or grade levels, as 
the town's Hispanic population has 
increased 25% since 2000. Waukeg
an School District 60 added 29 bi
lingual classrooms between 2003 
and 2006, for a total of 153 bilin
gual and 182 English-only class
rooms. A field director for the local 
teachers union said the union would 
be unlikely to take up the cause of 
teachers transferred or fired for not 
speaking Spanish, because of "dis
agreements based on their educa
tional philosophies" regarding stu
dents whose first language is not 
English. ( Chicago Tribune, 8-1 7-07) 
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Top Three Democrats Favor King 
& King Homosexual Fairy Tale 

Recently in New Hampshire, Sen. 
Hillary Clinton, Sen. Barack Obama and 
former Sen. John Edwards affirmed that 
King & King, a homo
sexual fairy tale, was ap
propriate for 2nd-graders. 

King & King is a pic
ture book about a prince 
seeking a princess to 
marry. To his mother's 
surprise, he decides to 
marry one of the prin
cesses' brothers instead. 
The book has caused con
troversy in districts where teachers have 
read it to elementary school children. In 
Massachusetts, parents protested the book 
without success even though the state re
quires parental notification before sex ed 
lessons. 

"Same-sex marriage is legal in Mas
sachusetts but most of you oppose it. Would 
you be comfortable having this story read 
to your children as part of their school cur
riculum?" asked Allison King ofNew En
gland Cable News at the debate. 

"Yes, absolutely," was Edwards's re
sounding reply. "I want my children to 
understand everything about the difficul
ties that gay and lesbian couples are faced 
with every day .... I don't want to impose 
my view. Nobody made me God," he ex
plained. Edwards did promise that al
though he opposes gay marriage, he will 
extend to homosexual couples all benefits 

available to married heterosexual ones, 
will do away with the Defense of Mar
riage Act and will abolish the U.S. 

military's "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell" policy. 

Obama agreed with 
Edwards and added his 
signature rhetoric of hope, 
reason and tolerance op
posing fear, conflict and 
division. 

"I really respect what 
both John and Barack 
said," affirmed Sen. 

Clinton. She did not answer the question 
directly, but urged respect for other people 
and their choices, and passage of the fed
eral Hate Crimes bill. "We haven't been 
able to get it passed, and it is an impor
tant measure to send a message that we 
stand against hatred and divisiveness. And 
I think that, you know, that's what the 
Democratic Paiiy stands for in contrast, 
all too often, to the other side." 

Republican primary candidate Mitt 
Romney criticized the Democrats' re
sponses. "This is a subject that should 
be left to parents, not public school teach
ers. We need to strengthen our families 
by passing a federal marriage amendment 
and also insisting on marriage before 
having children." Romney has already 
sparred with Obama on sex ed and the 
appropriateness of sexed topics for kin
dergarten students. 

MALLARD FILLMORE / by Jeff Tinsley 
~~,r 

1 

Parents Speak out for Math Basics 
Parents across the nation took the 

opportunity to share their concerns about 
math this fall. The National Mathematics 
Advisory Panel (NMAP), created by 
President Bush last year, traveled to ten 
cities to hear public comments on the state 
of math education. The panel will incor
porate these comments in a repmi to Presi
dent Bush and Secretary of Education 
Spellings in February. 

In many cities, parents frustrated with 
"fuzzy math" dominated the public forum. 
They complained that teachers confused 
their children by introducing convoluted 
ways of solving problems long before the 
students had grasped the basics. 

"There's been a sizeable movement 
in many communities to counter the New 
Math movement," said Larry Faullmer, the 
panel's chairman. "We've heard some 
pretty passionate opinions." 

Many parents also complained that 
schools had "cozied" them along by send
ing home A+ report cards in math. In truth, 
the students had learned to jump through a 
few hoops, but not to perform simple arith-

metic operations. One St. Louis mother, for 
example, tried to enroll her 7th-grader in 
an honors math class, since her daughter 
had straight A's in math. "The coordinator 
stated our daughter was not honors mate
rial. I was shocked!" The student had 
scored only 3 7% on a standardized math 
test. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 9-7-07) 

NMAP released in September the 
findings from a survey of 743 algebra 
teachers, most of whom seemed to share 
parents' concern about student prepara
tion in lower math. The teachers reported 
that students entering Algebra I were poor 
to fair in their understanding of fractions 
and decimals, and in their ability to solve 
word problems or real-life situations us
ing basic arithmetic. 

The algebra teachers blamed the stl.1-
dents' lack of motivation and their par
ents' lack of involvement for the problems 
they confronted in Algebra I. 

"This is pretty compelling data," said 
panel member Tom Loveless. "This sur
vey shows that students not only lack the 
skills but also the study habits." 

Book of the Month 

Unprotected, 
Anonymous, 
M.D./Dr. Miriam 
Grossman, Senti
nel 2006, 200 
pp., $23.95 

At the modem 
university health 
center, this book 
reveals, "central is 
the dogma that de
sires are 'needs,' to be acted upon and 
satisfied; that behaviors considered aber
rant by society and medicine are natural, 
while self-restraint is not; that regular sex
ual behavior - with or without a com
nutted relationship - is necessary and 
healthy; and that any and all these activi
ties can be free of consequences as long 
as they're 'protected."' 

The author of Unprotected does 
not agree. She believes such dogma has 
left students not free to enjoy safe sex, 
but less protected than ever from the 
harm that sex in the wrong context, 
with the wrong person or for the wrong 
reasons, can do. 

Dr. Grossman demonstrates this 
with real case histories from the UCLA 
health center where she has treated 
more than 2,000 patients. From the 
young woman who blithely assumes her 
history of chlamydia won't affect her 
hope of having children in the future, 
to the young man who would rather not 
know whether he or his homosexual 
partner has HIV or AIDS, these students 
have learned attitudes and so-called 
"scientific" information about sex that 
have set them up for disaster. 

Students living the promiscuous lif
estyle of the sexual revolution are of
ten depressed, lonely, and helpless to 
cope with the consequences of their 
choices. Grossman also brings to light 
the students whom the prevailing ide
ology overlooks: the young, committed 
husband who wants help in conquering 
a pornography addiction. The 20-some
thing who wants help with conception, 
not contraception. The many women 
who, after years of fighting fertility, find 
that they are now too old to have bio
logical children. The college student in 
anguish after an abortion, when Plam1ed 
Parenthood told her that "for most wom
en who have had abmiions, the proce
dure represents a maturing experience, 
a successful coping with a personal cri
sis experience." The 80% of post-abor
tion men in one study who thought ei
ther "occasionally" or "frequently" 
about the baby. 

The campus medical establishment 
has completely let all of these students 
down. Dr. Grossman wiites compassion
ately about students like these who have 
no place in the prevailing narratives of 
sexual liberation and consequence-free 
sex. Her book is an important one for 
students who have either been fed the 
lie or are struggling to fight against it, 
and for anyone concerned about univer
sities' influence on students. 
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FOCUS: Teaching Religion in Public Schools 
by Allen Quist 

With a 2007 grant of just less than $1 
million from the U.S. Department of Edu
cation, a "teaching religion in public 
schools" seminar was held this past sum
mer in Stockton, California. The legiti
macy of such seminars hails back to U.S. 
Department of Education guidelines is
sued in 1998, and clarified in 2003, indi
cating that public schools can now teach 
"about religion" in their classes. This im
petus for teaching religion in public 
schools should not be surprising since the 
federal curriculum standards for civics, 
history and geography for more than a 
decade have been calling for this teach
ing religion in public schools to take place. 

What does it mean to teach religion, 
or to teach "about religion" in public 
schools? Since the education establish
ment is totally committed to transfonna
tional education ( changing the beliefs, 
attitudes and values of the child), teach
ing religion, or teaching about religion, 
in public schools really means shaping the 
child's beliefs, attitudes and values about 
religion. 

That is, in the name of teaching 
"about religion," many public schools will 
be engaging in an all-out assault on Chris
tianity and will, at the same time, be in
doctrinating our children with the New 
Age/Pantheism of theologian Joseph 
Campbell. One of the key speakers at this 
teaching religion seminar, Dr. Peg Hill, 
has suggested that the kind of religious 
instruction advocated at the seminar is 
necessary to counter what she calls the 
"extremism" of talk radio. 

To these ends, the seminar at Stock
ton, held July 16-20, was dedicated to cre
ating "master teachers" who would guide 
other teachers on why and how religion 
should be taught in public schools. The 
seminar was conducted by the California 
Three Rs Project, an organization with 
important ties to the Center for Civic Edu
cation (CCE) and to the First Amendment 
Center. Yes, this is the education estab
lishment at work from beginning to end. 

The purpose of the seminar was to 
argue that religion can and should be 
taught in public schools and to explain the 
methods for doing so. The way to pack
age this agenda, according to the speak
ers and info1mation at the seminar, is to 
teach what it calls "Religion in American 
History." 

The materials and speakers at the 
seminar made it abundantly clear that the 
curriculum was designed to mold the atti
tudes and values of the child about reli
gion, not to genuinely teach "Religion in 
American History." This purpose became 
evident by the promotion of a number of 
major themes ("doctrines" might be a bet
ter word). Several of the more significant 
doctrines were: 

Theme #1. "The Reformation" never 
happened. 

Speakers at the seminar said it is inac
curate to speak of the Refonnation because 
there have supposedly been numerous ref
ormations, and continue to be numerous 
and ongoing refonnations within the Chris-

tian church. Speaking of the Refonnation, 
therefore, said the speakers, is false. 

In addition, speakers at the confer
ence argued that one group's "reforma
tion" is another group's "heresy." So it's 
all a matter of your group's point of view. 
That is, the speakers followed the false 
doctrine of unlimited cultural relativism 
( e.g. some cultures revere their relatives, 
other cultures eat them; it's all a matter of 
"perspective"). 

Speakers at the seminar spoke open
ly about the need to "deconstruct" and 
"reconstruct" American history- to suit 
their own point of view, of course. This 
postmodern approach to historical re
search sets real history aside - which 
frees the seminar's speakers to construct 
any kind of history they desire. Historical 
facts and real hist01y become irrelevant. 
Shaping the worldview of the child (and 
the teachers) is the only concern. (See the 
author's America's Schools: The Battle
ground for Freedom, Ch. 3.) 

Theme #2. The Protestant Reformation 
[if there was one] consisted of SolaFidei 
(faith alone) and Sola Scriptura 
(Scripture alone). 

One of the seminar speakers defined 
the Lutheran Refonnation by means of the 
following power-point slide: 

• "Sola Scriptura: individual interpre
tation vs. tradition and councils. 

• Predestination: God knows who will 
receive grace of salvation. 

• Sola Fidei: Faith Alone 
• Purgatory: Does not exist; no good 

works can influence God. 
• Priesthood of All Believers; only two 

sacraments; individual approaches 
God." 

In addition to the false and/or mis
leading definitions of "predestination," 
"Sola Sc1iptura," and "Sola Fidei," notice 
that the seminar materials make no refer
ence to Luther's insistence on Sola Gra
tia (God's grace alone) and Sola Christus 
(Jesus Christ alone). One has to wonder 
how a Protestant Refo1mation can be ac
curately described without any reference 
to Jesus the Christ? Once again, facts and 
real history are not an issue for those com
mitted to transformational education. In
stead, it's all about changing the attitudes, 
values and beliefs of the child to confonn 
to the views of the anti-America and anti
Christian left. 

Theme # 3. Christianity has had a hor
rendously negative impact on the 
world, 

The power-point presentation which 
includes the assault on the Protestant 
Refonnation also includes a long litany 
of wars that were supposedly caused by 
Christianity followed by allegations of 
unending strife in the colonies said to 
have been caused by Christianity- fol
lowed by a description of Christian mis
sions in the new world which compares 
these missions to Nazi-style concentra
tion camps. Following is the content of 
a power-point slide the seminar uses to 
describe what the Christian missions in 
America supposedly were like: 

"The Mission as 
Concentration 
Camp": 

• Use of corporal, 
extreme and le
thal punishment 

• Punishments typi
cally adminis
tered in public 

• Any deviation 
from highly struc
tured routine is 
quickly met with 
severe punishment 

• Any demonstra
tion of sub-standard Spanish or Latin, 
or the Christian Faith, is met with 
quick and severe punishment 

• Men separated from women 
• Children separated from adults 
• Indians who attempt to run away are 

hunted down, captured, at times ex -
ecuted, though predominantly beaten 
and incarcerated 

• Spanish is the primary language; 
Latin is secondary and utilized in 
Church 

• Epidemic diseases proved to be the 
most significant factor in colonial ef
forts to overcome "native resistance." 

Notice that the description above uses 
the word "punishment" four times. The 
speaker defined punishment as follows: 

Va:rious punishments: 
Eyelids ripped off children who fell 
asleep in Mass 
Vaginas sewn shut 

• Castration 
• Needles/nails run into body 

Needles into testicles 
• Mouths sewn shut 

Is this an accurate description of 
Christian missions in the new world? Ab
solutely not! We actually have here the 
indoctrination of our children by the hate
America and hate-Christianity crowd. 
Remember that truth is not an issue for 
those committed to transformational edu
cation. One participant reportedly said, 
"We are going to shed a very ugly light 
on Catholicism - and on Christianity as 
well. ... " The seminar's description of 
Christianity was totally negative. That of 
course is what this kind of historical revi
sionism is all about - changing beliefs, 
not real history. 

Theme # 4. The religions of the native 
peoples are highly beneficial to the lives 
of their followers, 

In contrast to the seminar's depiction 
of Christianity, the perspective presented 
on native religions is totally positive. In 
addition, these pagan religions are de
scribed in terms of what the seminar titled 
their "Overarching Indigenous Religions 
Similarities." By reducing the "indigenous 
religions" to their similarities, they are ac
tually promoting the mystical theology of 
New Age/Pantheism guru, Joseph 
Campbell. 

Campbell said that all religions are 
constructs of their culture, but the common 
themes of the world's religions, he said, 
describe the real spiritual world. Follow
ing his lead, the seminar is implying that 

these common themes of pagan religions 
are the correct religious doctrines for all 
people. In this way, teaching "Religion in 
American History" is not only a denigra
tion of Christianity, it is a promotion of 
New Age/Pantheism at the same time. 

Entirely absent is any recognition of 
the overwhelmingly positive role of Chris
tianity in the world and in the formation of 
the United States specifically. Where, for 
example, did the Western movement to 
abolish slavery come from? It came from 
Christianity and its insistence that all 
people are created in God's image equally. 
And where did our nation's concept of 
God-given inalienable rights to life, liberty 
and property come from? It came largely 
from the Christian church and its doctrines 
of natural law and creation. 

Where did our recognition of the im
portance of limited government come 
from? Or our insistence on there being 
universal standards of right and wrong? 
Or our adoption of the principle that we 
are all created equal by God and are, for 
that reason, all equal before government? 
All these foundational principles of our 
country came largely from Christianity. 

And how about the guidelines Chris
tians follow for the way we are to treat 
one another? (Genuine historians lmow 
we should go to the original documents 
to answer such questions.) What model 
did Jesus himself provide for the way we 
should treat one another? Was it a Nazi
style concentration camp? Or was it the 
parable of the Good Samaritan? You be 
the judge. 

What we actually are facing, in the 
name of teaching "Religion in American 
Histo1y" in public schools, is a concerted 
attack on Christianity based on lies and 
distortions along with indoctrination into 
New Age/Pantheism ( which just happens 
to be the religion of the Eaiih Charter and 
other UN related documents). It's com
ing to a school near you - if it's not there 
already. 

Are we ready to counter this carefully 
planned, and likely to be effective, attack 
on Christianity and the real history of the 
United States and the West? This is Con
gress in the classroom - and it's not good 
for America. 

Allen Quist is adjunct professor at Bethany 

Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. He 

served three terms in the Minnesota legislature 

and has authored three books on education: The 

Seamless Web; Fed Ed: The New Federal Cur
riculum and How It's Enforced; and America's 

Schools: The Battleground for Freedom. 
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Some Colleges and Students 
Withhold Records from Pare 

It seems natural to assume that col
leges would share a student's grades and 
report any disciplinary action to his par
ents, if they are paying to send him to 
school. Parents are often shocked to dis
cover that colleges will not communicate 
with them or disclose any records with
out written permission from the student. 

A 1974 federal law, the Family Edu
cational Rights and Privacy Act, 
(FERPA), generally requires colleges to 
obtain written permission from students 
before releasing their records to anyone, 
including their parents. But there are ex
ceptions. Schools may release information 
to parents in case of a health or safety 
emergency, or if a student under age 21 
commits a drug or alcohol violation. 

More importantly, FERPA requires 
colleges to block parental access only for 
students with independent tax status -
in other words, those whose parents can
not declare them as dependents on their 
income taxes. 

Parents can claim any full-time stu
dent under the age of 24 as a dependent 
as long as they provide at least half of the 
student's support. Tuition the parents pay 
and any loans they take out for the 
student's expenses count toward the par
ents' support, but scholarships the student 
receives do not count toward his part of 
the support. Therefore, it is very unusual 
for a student to have independent tax sta
tus while his parents are still paying tuition. 

Nevertheless, many colleges choose 
to act as ifFERPArequired them to with
hold all student infonnation from par
ents, regardless of who pays the bills. The 
U.S. Department ofEducation encourages 
schools to offer students the option of 
signing a preformatted privacy waiver if 
they want the school to release records 
to their parents. At Temple University, 
about 5,000 undergraduates out of 
23,000 signed the privacy waiver last 
year. When schools don't offer a 
preformatted waiver, students must take 
the initiative to write and send their own 
letters of consent if their parents are to 
have any access to their records. 

Even when a student has signed a 
waiver, it does not mean a copy of his 
grades or a report of disciplinary action 
will necessarily go to his parents. "A 

waiver pern1its access to student informa
tion, but it doesn't automate the flow of 
information," University of North Texas 
administrator Deborah S. Leliaert told the 
Wall Street Journal (9-20-07). "In most 
cases, it's incumbent on the parent to make 
an inquiry." Although parents who claim 
their children as tax dependents are le
gally entitled to inspect student records, 
most schools still don't release records 
automatically to parents who qualify. 

The topic of privacy has become 
prominent following recent incidents in 
which a restricted flow of infonnation has 
caused problems for parents or schools. 
Virginia Tech officials have blamed pri
vacy policies for their failure to commu
nicate the warning signs of gunman Cho 
Seung Hui's mental disturbance to his 
parents or local authorities. 

The Wall Street Journal recently re
ported a case in which MIT administra
tors withheld student Daniel Barclay's 
records from his parents during what was 
clearly a health or safety emergency. Af
ter Daniel had been missing for a week, 
MIT still refused his mother access to his 
dorm room or computer files. The school 
cited its privacy policy, which does not 
recognize the tax-dependent status excep
tion in FERPA, but does in theory recog
nize the exception in case of emergency. 
However, MIT demanded a subpoena 
even after Daniel was listed in a national 
missing persons database. 

Daniel had been missing for nine days 
when his body was discovered, dead ei
ther by suicide or misadventure. MIT's re
fusal to involve his family in the search by 
giving them access to his records "added 
to the anguish level immeasurably," said 
his mother (Wall StreetJournal, 9-10-07). 

Some school administrators and oth
ers are now debating whether FERPA 
should be changed. But the law does not 
prevent parental involvement in cases like 
Daniel Barclay's. Instead, colleges' own 
overzealous privacy policies go beyond 
FERPA, and even farther beyond a com
mon-sense approach to student privacy. 

On October 30, the U.S. Secretary of 
Education published guidance for how 
parents can cope with students' privacy 
rights. Three new brochures and a form 
may be downloaded from www.ed.gov. 

Debate Over Antidepressants 
and Youth Suicide --

A study on youth suicide published 
in the American Journal of Psychiatry 
drew widespread public and media atten
tion in September, but in the end wasn't 
what it seemed. 

The study showed that the suicide rate 
for Americans under the age of 19 in
creased 14% between2003 and 2004. The 
authors claimed this coincided with a de
crease in antidepressant prescriptions to 
mmors. 

While some of the study' s authors 
were more cautious about claiming that 
suicides rose because prescription rates 
fell, Dr. J. John Mann of Columbia Uni
versity expressed the conclusion most 
media coverage also presented. "The most 
plausible explanation is a cause and ef
fect relationship: prescription rates 
change, therefore suicides change," he 
told the New York Times (9-14-07). 

Concerns about antidepressants' side 
effects in young people have risen in re
cent years, and the Food and Drug Ad
ministration called in late 2004 for a 
"black box" warning on antidepressant 
labels. The black box warns that children 
on these drugs may be at higher risk for 
suicide. Trials by Glaxo Smith Kline and 

every ten teenage boys who visited the 
doctor left with a prescription for a psy
chotropic drug. 

Most other western countries saw the 
same trend; for example, in the U.K., pre
scriptions for mind-altering drugs more 
than quadrupled in a single decade. Brit
ish child psychiatrist Mike Shooter ex
pressed concern over this phenomenon. 
"One factor is the pharmaceutical com
panies marketing these drugs as happiness 
in the form of a pill," he told the Indepen
dent (8-14-07). "In the process they have 
concealed the fact that they don't actu
ally bring happiness. There is also con
troversy at the moment about drug com
panies concealing lack of effectiveness." 
He also expressed frank skepticism about 
the long-term effects of such drugs. "Some 
may appear to be helpful in the short-term, 
but I don't lmow that we have long-tenn 
lmowledge of what these drugs can do to 
the mind." 

Other psychiatrists insist that 
antidepressants do prevent 
youth suicide, even though this 
particular study, in the Ameri
can Journal of Psychiatry, 
could not prove a c01mection. 
Another study, from Columbia 
University, detected that for ev
ery 20% increase in teen anti-

other drug makers have 
shown that children and teens 
who take antidepressants are 
two to three times more likely 
to report suicidal thoughts or 
attempts than those on place
bos. This is especially re
markable since doctors pre
scribe these drugs assuming 
that they will have the oppo
site effect. 

,..,,,, depressant use, there were five 

About a week after the study hit the 
news, outside experts administered a re
ality check. Antidepressant prescription 
rates for under-19s did not in fact fall sig
nificantly in 2004, even according to the 
study's own data. A change in prescrip
tion rates could not have caused the sui
cide increase, because prescription rates 
did not change between 2003 and 2004. 

Until 2005, prescription rates for 
children and teens had been rising for 
years. Between 1994 and 2001, prescrip
tions of psychotropic drugs for Ameri
can teens rose 250%. By 2001, one in 

fewer suicides a year per 100,000 people. 
Studies in Sweden, Japan and Finland 
have found similar rates among various 
age groups. 

Child psychiatrist Sarni Timimi, au
thor of Mis-Understanding ADHD, argues 
strongly against using these drugs for chil
dren and teens. "Antidepressants do not 
work in this age group. There have been 
several double-blind placebo trials which 
uniformly show that sugar pills worked 
just as well as Selective Serotonin 
Reuptake Inhibitors or SSRis." SSRis are 
the class of antidepressants that includes 
Prozac, Zoloft and Paxil. 

New York City Teachers Earn Salaries in 'Rubber Rooms' 
Where do incompetent teachers go 

when their union contracts make it nearly 
impossible to fire them? John Stossel's 
groundbreaking report, Stupid in Ameri
ca, publicized the complicated process 
some districts must go through to fire 
unionized teachers. New York City, 
Stossel reported, maintains nine "reassign
ment centers" - or "rubber rooms" -
for teachers who aren't allowed in the 
classroom but are still on salary, waiting 
for their cases to be heard. 

The New York Post reports (9-30-07) 

that the number of teachers waiting in the 
city's rubber rooms has doubled since 
2005. Some 757 teachers now clock in to 
the nearest rubber room, read magazines 
or watch DVDs all day, and go home. 

They make between $42,500 and $93,400 
a year, for a total cost to the city of about 
$40 million a year. The city also pays mil
lions more to rent the rooms themselves, 
and to pay for substitute teachers to re
place those in rubber rooms. 

Teachers in rubber rooms try to make 
the most of their paid unemployment. 
Some chat or compete with each other at 
putting golf balls. Crosswords and nov
els are standbys. One teacher practices 
guitar; another dances ballet in full tights 
and leotard. 

The rapid increase in the rubber room 
population may actually be a good sign 
for the city's schoolchildren, since it 
means the Department of Education has 
become more proactive about removing 

teachers from the classroom when neces
sary. "I've been pushing to try to charge 
more cases," said Michael Best, the de
partment's general counsel. "Sometimes 
I'd rather be more aggressive in terms of 
things, in getting folks who we should be 
trying to terminate terminated." 

Some of these teachers were bad at 
their jobs or acted inappropriately in the 
classroom, but not all. Some are charged 
only with sins against the bureaucracy, 
such as unauthorized classroom purchas
es or giving students gifts. 

Fonner "Teacher of the Year" David 
Pakter would actually rather teach to earn 
his $90,000 salary than twiddle his 
thumbs. "I want to teach, they won't let 
me teach, but they'll pay me enough to 

buy a car. Can 
someone ex
plain this to 
me?" 

The ex

planation ap
parently has 

much to do 
with the United Federation of Teachers 

and the demands the union makes on the 

district. "The reason the rubber room ex

ists is because of worn-out and, quite 

frankly, irrelevant union contracts that 

do more to protect people's jobs than 

they do to protect kids," Jeanne Allen 

of the Center for Education Reform told 
the Post. 


