
Concern Grows Over ID Data Systems and Tracking 
Student IDs are assuming a greater 

role with the application of barcodes, 
magnetic strips, smart chips, 
and radio frequency identifica
tion (RFID). With technology 
advances, identification cards 
and badges can function as data 
transmitters, receivers, storage 
devices, or access keys. These 
uses increase the potential to jeop-
ardize personal safety and privacy, as tech
nologies allow faster and easier expanded 
collection of data that is shared among 
local, state, federal, and even international 
entities - thereby increasing the numbers 
of those with access to private records. 

GAO findings 

A May 2005 Government Account
ability Office (GAO) report titled Infor
mation Security: Radio Frequency Iden
tification Technology in the Federal Gov
ernment cited a variety of troubling issues 
regarding the use of RFID - issues that 
may apply similarly to barcodes, magnetic 
strips, smart chips, and other technology 
applied to ID cards to collect, store, trans
mit, or access electronic data: 

"The security of tags and databases 
raises important considerations con
cerning the confidentiality, integrity, 
and availability of the data on the tags, 
in the databases, and how this infor
mation is being protected ... Among 
the key privacy issues are notifying 
individuals of the existence or use of 
the technology; tracking an 
individual's movements; profiling an 
individual's habits, tastes or predilec
tions; and allowing for secondary uses 
of information." (GAO 05-55, 

www.gao.gov/new.items/d05551.pdf) 

Data collection and monitoring 

Not so apparent are the "other uses" 
for high-tech student data card systems. 
An identification card with a unique stu
dent number - combined with a card 
reader and specialized software - func
tions as an essential tool for lifelong data 
collections, storage, retrieval, and moni
toring of an individual's activities. 

Student ID cards/badges, containing 
technology that stores a student identifi
cation number, can link a child with ac
tivities where "card readers" or "scanners" 
are used to collect and feed data into the 
system: meal purchases, library book 
checkouts, campus and classroom en
trance/exits, etc. 

A Request for Proposal titled "Student 
ID Badge System" by Arizona's second 
largest school district - Tucson Unified 
- explains the data card system the dis
trict is attempting to establish. The sec
tion "Special Terms and Conditions for 
Proposals" reads as follows: 

"It is the intention of the Tucson Uni
fied School District to pur
chase a comprehensive School 
Identification Badge System 
that will provide the neces-
sary tools for creating cards 
and storing student identifi
cation data common to a 
high school. The program 

must meet printing, photograph and 
database needs for student activities 
requiring such identification. The pre
ferred candidate will provide for the 
option of centralized storage and ar
chival of student digital images that 
may be shared across different 
schools and imported into the student 
information system database." (RFP 

#7195, 3-2004) 

In a March 25, 2004 Addendum to 
the proposal, the following Program Com
ponents were identified: digital camera, 
single or multiple database, barcoding, 
magnetic strip cards ( option), variable size 
printer, and a computer (self-provided). 
In addition to equipment requirements, the 
Addendum cited a need for "continuous 

training and support for staff" to include 
"How the system works, its capabilities, 
and how to utilize appropriate student data 
import utilities and reports." 

Tagging, Tracking in California 

Parents with middle school students 
in the Britain Elementary School District 
(BESD) in Sutter, California were 
alanned to find radio frequency identifi
cation (RFID) used with the ID badges 
their children were required to wear as of 
January 18, 2005. 

RFID technology allowed the school 
to monitor campus movements of the 160 
enrolled students. This is not unlike the 
tagging and tracking done with agricul
tural livestock, pets, and wild animals, as 
well as product inventories. 

Scanners were installed outside sev
enth and eighth grade classrooms and caf
eteria bathrooms. As students wearing the 
ID badges passed a scanner, each child's 
assigned 15-digit number was recorded 
and then sent to a server located in the 
school administrative office where the 
numbers were translated into names. 

(See Tracking, page 2) 

American Girl Boycott 
The "I CAN" campaign initiated by 

American Girl in Sept. 2005, ended with 
more than $200,000 donated to Girls Inc. 
amid protests, pickets, and a boycott of 
American Girl Inc. products in Dec. 2005. 

American Girl, first established as 
Pleasant Company in 1985 by Pleasant 
T. Rowland, is now a subsidiary of Mattel 
Inc., and features an array of products, 
apparel, and activities for girls. 

The company began by providing 18-
inch dolls that were representative of 9-
year-old girls from different periods in 
American history, each with a unique, his
torically accurate story. The dolls filled a 
market niche: many families welcomed 
them as symbolizing traditional, whole
some values, and evoking imagination, 
ingenuity, courage, conviction, hope and 
determination among girls. 

American Girl has grown through the 
years, with retail and entertainment sites: 
an American Girl Place along Chicago's 
Magnificent Mile, and American Girl 
Place on Fifth Avenue in New York. These 
stores have theaters featuring plays by 
Broadway playwrights, inspired by 
American Girl characters. More than 10 
million people have visited the two sites. 

Many American Girl consumers were 
dismayed when the corporation an
nounced support of Girls Inc. (fonnerly 
Girls Clubs of America) by launching the 
"I CAN" program, selling $1 bands with 
a star and the words "I CAN" and pledg
ing a $50,000 donation as well as 70 cents 
for each band sold to go to Girls Inc. 

Controversy erupted over the Girls 
Bill of Rights, accompanying "advocacy 
statements," and other publications from 
Girls Inc. that support "convenient ac-

cess to safe effective 
methods of contra
ception," "a woman's 
freedom of choice," 
"reproductive free
dom," and "resources for 
gay, lesbian, and bisexual youth." The 
National Resource Center (NRC), estab
lished in 1981 in Indianapolis, Indiana 
provides research, publications, and 
training for Girls Inc. programs. 

Complaints to American Girl 
brought no change, so the Pro-Life Ac
tion League organized a boycott Nov. l, 
2005, citing a betrayal of trust. Ameri
can Family Association and many other 
organizations joined. St. Luke Parish in 
Brookfield, Wisconsin cancelled an 
American Girl fashion show fundraiser. 

Parents were urged to buy from com
petitors, such as Mission City Press, with 
the theme "Ordinary Girls-extraordinary 
faith," or "The Beautiful Girlhood Col
lection" from Vision Forum. Both com
panies feature dolls, books, and acces
sories. Mission City Press issued a state
ment: "We teach an "I Can" message of 
our own: 'I can do everything through 
Him who gives me strength,' Philippians 
4: 13." BLESSINGS dolls, made in St. 
Joseph, Missouri were also suggested. 

American Girl issued a press re
lease announcing the end of the "I 
CAN" campaign in December, but stat
ing: "The 'I CAN' promise, which is the 
foundation of the 2005 cause-related 
campaign, will remain on American 
Girl's Web site ... so girls can continue 
to sign the promise ... " But a visit to 
the url brings a statement: "The page 
you requested cannot be found." 

What's in your 
child's data file? 

The amount of information that pub
lic and charter schools are federally en
couraged to collect on each child in at
tendance is growing at an alarming rate. 
In the Student Data Handbook produced 
by the U.S. Department of Education's 

National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES), the recommended 

data for schools to 
gather on children 

...,, has expanded from 
131 elements to 712 

elements from the years 1997 to 2005. 
NCES student data elements are listed 

under nine categories: 1) personal infor
mation (including information sought on 
siblings, parents/guardians, sponsor, and 
other adults residing in the student's 
household; family data, including income 
range), 2) enrollment, 3) school partici
pation and activities, 4) nonschool and 
postschool experience, 5) assessment, 6) 
transportation, 7) health conditions (in
cluding pre-natal condition, conditions at 
birth, medical evaluations, medical lab 
test, nutrition, oral health, etc.), 8) spe
cial program participation and student 
support services, and 9) discipline. 

Where do the data go? 

Information collected at a school site 
is entered and then transmitted to a school 
district's information system that connects 
to the state system. 

State departments of education, also 
referred to as "state education agencies" 
(SEAs), have been setting up Student In
formation Systems to gather, store, and 
share information on public school stu
dents statewide in order to fulfill state and 
federal funding and reporting mandates. 
Explained by one state agency, the Ari
zona Department of Education (ADE): 

"The Arizona State Legislature created 
the Student Accountability Information 
System (SAIS) to provide for the electronic 
submission of data from school districts 
and charter schools to the ADE. ARS § 15-
1041 states, 'The student accountability 
information system is established to enable 
school districts and charter schools to trans
mit student level data and school finance 
data electronically through the internet to 
the department of education for the pur
poses of complying with the statutory ob
ligations of the department of education 
and the state board of education."' ("Fed

eral No Child Left Behind Act Information for 

Arizona Charter Schools," page 21) 

In addition to "Student detail data -
individual student records," SAIS also 
handles the following: Budgets and Fi
nancial Reporting, Student Counts - ag
gregate student data, State Aid/Payments, 
and Local Educational Agencies' Data 
(school districts, schools). 

(See Data file, page 2) 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

Confidential records of "tens of 
thousands" of California children 
were publicly accessible due to a soft
ware flaw in the Online Assessment 
Reporting System (OARS) used by 
the San Francisco Unified School Dis
trict. The system stores student names, 
state test scores, ID numbers and spe
cial programs emollment as well as 
"compile[ s] student infonnation and 
create[ s] mandated reports that teach
ers must prepare on their students." 
OARS is used in 96 California school 
districts. SFUSD closed access to the 
system "after receiving complaints 
that anyone could access confidential 
information with generic passwords 
issued to teachers." (Associated Press/ 

San Jose Mercury, 10-24-2005) 

ID cards to remedy identity theft 
"may actually aggravate the prob
lem" and "have the potential to in
crease fraudulent behaviour," accord
ing to a 2005 study by British crimi
nologist Emily Finch. Regarding the 
use of "chip and pin," Finch says 
these measures have "not stopped 
fraud or even reduced it. It has al
tered the way people behave, and so 
fraudsters have just changed their 
strategies." (telegraph.co.uk, 9-5-2005) 

Home schoolers on federal data col
lections radar. The Sept. 9, 2005 re
vision to the U.S. Department of 
Education's NCES Student Data 
Handbook added element number 
1140: "Home Schooled" with the defi
nition: "An indication that the student 
is receiving educational instruction 
offered in a home environment, as re
quired by local and state law, for rea
sons other than health." 

Three elementary schools in New 
Jersey's Freehold Borough School 
District require parents, teachers, and 
staff to submit to iris scanning in or
der to enter the school. Funded by a 
$369,000 school safety grant through 
the National Institute of Justice, a re
search arm of the U.S. Dept. of Jus
tice, the technology "provides entry
access controls, visitor management, 
and the capability to scan a driver's 
license from any state and automati
cally import the information into the 
database." (TechWeb.com, 1-23-2006) 
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Tracking (Continued from page I) -------------

The names were then relayed to the 
teacher's Personal Digital Assistant 
(PDA), whereupon the list would be 
checked against the students in the class. 

The ID badges on lanyards were 
part of a pilot test for the 
InClass system. InCom, a 
company that markets the 
system had approached the 
BESD principal and super
intendent with a donation 
of a couple thousand dol

lars, as well as a profit-sharing plan. 
(Wired News, 2-11-05) 

A statement by Cedric Laurant with 
the Electronic Privacy Information Cen
ter explains: "Monitoring children with 
radio frequency identification (RFID) 
tags ... treats children like livestock or 
shipment pallets ... thereby breaching 
their right to dignity and privacy they 
have as human beings. Any small gain 
in administrative efficiency and security 
is not worth the money spent and the 
privacy and dignity lost." (CNET News, 

2-17-2005) 

Parents expressed outrage over the in
vasive activity at a BESD school board 
meeting, and also lodged a fonnal com
plaint with the board. Subsequently, 
InCom withdrew the project. 

Tracking in Texas and Florida 

High-tech tracking has also taken 
place in the Spring Independent School 
District in Texas. SISD's 28,000 students 
were given ID badges with RFID chips 
that are read as each child enters and ex
its the school bus. A wireless phone then 
relays information to police and school ad
ministrators. (New York Times, 11-17-2004) 

In Florida, 45,000 students riding 
school buses in Pinellas County had their 
fingerprints encrypted into a binary num
ber linked to their school ID number. 
Buses were equipped with digital finger
print scanners, communications equip
ment, software, and GPS satellite locators. 
The combined technologies allowed driv
ers and students to be tracked. (St. Peters

burg Times, 2-28-2004; Texas Innovator, 5-2004) 

ID card technologies are used under 
the pretense of safety and security. But a 
closer look at the capabilities of data card 
systems and their uses in schools reveals 
an unsettling application to collect, store, 
and share infonnation. Given the grow
ing incidents of electronic record security 
breaches (see p.4: "Personal Data Compro

mised in 2005"), parents are asking whether 
the loss of privacy, dignity, and freedom 
is a fair exchange for what is merely~ 
an illusion of safety and security. ,a 

ID Card Technology 
Barcodes consists of machine-read

able bars and spaces arranged to repre
sent letters and numbers. This technol
ogy can contain personal data, includ
ing a digital signature. A bar code can be 
printed on paper or plastic and is read
able with use of a scanner. 

Magnetic Strip, similar to a mag
netic recording tape, contains machine
readable magnetic codes stored on the 
strip that can consist of multiple tracks 
for housing information. Magnetic strips 
are used on different types of cards and 
may be combined with other technologies. 

Radio frequency identification 
(RFID) chips have "memory" and are 
equipped with a radio transceiver. RFID 
use allows an object or person to be iden-

Data file (Continued from page 1) 

ADE further explains that "SAIS is 
a core system to which the following 
ADE functions have been or will be 
linked: Student Services, School-to
Work, Exceptional Education Vouchers, 
Student Achievement, GED, Grants, and 
Teacher Certification." 

Linking K-12 with Higher Ed 

In the "Second Phase" of the National 
Governors Association's High School 
Redesign Efforts to Focus on Targeted 
Refonns, the states of Kentucky and Ne
vada were awarded $150,000 grants. The 
funds will be used to "build an individual 
student-unit, longitudinal data system that 
connects K-12 and postsecondary data 
systems." Kentucky's plan includes as
signing each student with a permanent 
"unique student identifier." 

The projects support creation of a more 
expansive, centralized educational "sys
tem" that connects student records from 
kindergarten through higher education. 

tified at a dis-
tance with the 
use of radio 
waves. ll01112345 II 578900 

Smart Cards can compute, ex
change information with a card reader, 
and add or subtract data. The embedded 
computer chip ( a microprocessor with in
ternal memory or stand alone memory) 
has a large storage capacity. Fingerprint, 
voiceprint, signature, or retinal/iris/hand/ 
face information can also be stored in a 
smart chip or two-dimensional bar code. 

Proximity Cards are embedded 
with an internal metallic antenna that 
communicates with an external radio fre
quency (RF) antenna. These cards are 
often used for tracking and access. 

Linking data state-to-state 
The Education Sciences Reform Act 

(ESRA) of2002 (P.L. 107-279) was signed 
by President Bush on Nov. 5, 2002. 

Included in the law is a grant program 
under "Title II - Educational Technical 
Assistance" to enable state educational 
agencies "to design, develop, and imple
ment statewide, longitudinal data systems 
to efficiently and accurately manage, ana
lyze, disaggregate, and use individual stu
dent data, consistent with the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act [ESEA] of 
1965." (The current ESEA reauthorization 
is the No Child Left Behind Act.) 

With a requirement involving the pro
motion of"management of individual stu
dent data" and "linkages across States," 
the ESRA grant program allows for tag
ging every child in a public and charter 
school with what amounts to a unique 
national identification number, useful~ 
for data collections and monitoring. ,a 

Book of the Month 

Escape to Learning: 
An Educator's An
swer to the Public 
School Crisis, Richard 
G. Neal, AuthorHouse, 
2005, 168 pp., $14.95 

Possessing an ex
tensive background in -----~ 
the field of education, Richard Neal ex
pounds on the thesis that "the Govern
ment Education Establishment is truly a 
powerful lobby," supporting an anach
ronistic, monopolistic, entrenched bu
reaucracy that wields control over stu
dents and their families, with appalling 
inefficiency and lack of accountability. 

According to the author, our edu
cational system "is based on the Prus
sian system, which was successful in 
producing students who were subservi
ent to the state. This is the system we 
have today - owned and run by the 
state and based on regimentation, rigid 
bureaucracy, and discipline by fear." 

Neal characterizes the current state
run monopoly as "the antithesis of all that 
is American," contending that "the rigid 
education structure is antithetical to hu
man mental and physical development." 

The two major teacher unions, the 
National Education Association (NEA) 
and the American Federation of Teach
ers (AFT), represent 3,000,000 teach
ers and have combined incomes of"well 
over one billion dollars." Since 1962, 
"collective bargaining in the public 
schools has had a negative impact on 
the education of children." 

In private corporations, manage
ment can pursue the best interests of 
stockholders. The lines are blurred for 
school board members, who often get 
into their political positions "because of 
the support of the school system's teach
ers' union!" 

"Unlike a private company, a 
school board has no profit or loss in
centive." In fact, failure often guaran
tees additional funding for public 
schools, "because the prevailing 
mindset in The Education Establish
ment is to tackle every problem by 
spending more money. Private schools 
cannot afford this luxury. They either 
satisfy their customers, or they go out 
of business." "But public schools can
not go out of business no matter how 
poorly they perform." 

In comparing private and govern
ment schools, the author cites research 
and experience to demonstrate that pri
vate schools are more flexible to indi
vidual needs of students, more efficient 
in their use of resources, more account
able, and more successful in promoting 
student achievement. 

"Parents have lost control of their 
schools," Neal argues. Change will not 
occur within the government-supported 
monopoly of Education unless it is 
forced from the outside, through free 
market, consumer choice. Tuition 
vouchers, with no regulation from poli
ticians, government employees, or ac
creditation commissions, will enable an 
"Escape to Learning. " 
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FOCUS: Dangers of 'Teaching Machines' 
Public Schools 

Adopt Soviet Techniques 

By Charlotte Thomson Iserbyt 

(The following is Part 2 of a series. The 
complete series may be downloaded from 
www.deliberatedumbingdown.com) 

Stimulus/Response, 
Rewarding & Punishing 

The following quotes from overseas 
are included as proof that the "restruc
tured" American education system is part 
of the international (lifelong) computer
ized work force training system. An im
portant Australian research paper, pub
lished on the Internet in March of 2000, 
documents the fact that the computeriza
tion of the classroom is the model for the 
international system to which all the 
world's children and adults will be sub
jected ... and brainwashed. (As you read 
them, please remember that the Bush Ad
ministration strongly supports the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul
tural Organization's (UNESCO's) plans 
for world education (brainwashing and 
training). Mrs. Laura Bush and Secretary 
of Education Spellings addressed 
UNESCO's Education for All Conference 
in February 2005. Secretary Spellings 
said: "The No Child Left Behind Act and 
UNESCO's Education for All Campaign 
complement each other ... ") 

"Preparing for Virtual/World Class
rooms: Globalization of Education and 
Training - a Learning Web Approach 
along the Information Superhighway" 
by Dell Campbell, 1997, Department of 
Further Education and Training, Austra
lia. Excerpts: 

Computers and the World Wide Web 
as Skinner's Teaching Machine 

"Probably the most influential theo
rists in the development of web-based 
teaching are the behaviourists, espe
cially B. F. Skinner, Robert Gagne 
and Benjamin Bloom and his associ
ates. Over a long lifetime and through 
half a century of experimentation and 
wntmg, Skinner developed 
behaviourist theories into a concep
tual structure for teaching machines. 
Skinner's theory of operant condi
tioning- that anyone could be taught 
as long as instruction is broken down 
into short sequenced steps and appro
priately reinforced - Gagne 's task 
analysis, and the later work by Bloom 
and his associates on taxonomies of 
educational objectives, provided con
ceptual frameworks for developing 
positively-reinforced computer-based 
education (programmes such as typ
ing tutors provide good examples), 
frame-sequenced, web-based infor
mation presentation (Andy White, 
1996) and broad principles of self
paced learning (Penn State Univer
sity). Gagne's task analysis (Penn 
State University) developed concepts 
of hierarchies oflearning tasks which 

Bloom and his associates elaborated 
into the well-known Taxonomies of 
Educational Objectives. 

standardised testing can be used to 
demonstrate continuous improve
ment. Behaviourist educational 
structures, therefore, being compat
ible with current management pro
cedures and quality systems, are 
likely to remain international sys
tems in states where economic ratio

MAND that our schools be restored to 
their original intent: to provide a strong 
traditional academic education, focusing 
on reading (good literature, not the de
pressing, politically correct, values-chang
ing literature promoted by the American 
Library Assn.), writing, with a strong em
phasis on spelling and grammar, math

"Unlike Romantic theory which was 
derived from theory of learning 
through sensory perception (Berke
ley) and discovery (Rousseau), be
haviorist theory is based on scientific 
investigation and measurement. Early 
theory in behavioural psychology has 
been reinforced and modified by dis
coveries in cognitive psychology, es
pecially discoveries related to the un
derstanding of cognition needed to 
develop Artificial Intelligence. Devel
opments in cyber technology, there
fore, are likely to reinforce the scien
tific approach to computer-and 
Internet-based education. It is wmih 
noting that web-based resources for 
computer-based Distance Education 
(e.g. Penn State University) and In
structional Design are primarily 
behaviourist. 

nalism is a domi- -------------- ematics, traditional 
United States and 
world history, geogra
phy, science, foreign 
languages, including 

nant ideology of 
government. 

"Behaviourist 
structures, there
fore, facilitate the 

"Now is the time ... 
to DEMAND that our 

schools be restored to 
their original intent ... " Latin, art, music, and 

an understanding of the 

"Perusal of national qualifications 
frameworks, standards-based voca
tional (e.g. U.S. Department of La
bor, NCRVE) and school curricula 
(e.g. Putnam Valley Schools, UK 
DFEE), and national qualifications 
frameworks (AOAB, DFEE) indi
cates the influence of behaviourist 
theory on current education and train
ing curricula. Statements of standards 
and benchmarks such as the UK na
tional curriculum in science, a com
bination of science and life skills stan
dards and benchmarks from the USA 
and the West Australian Year 11 
Chemistry Syl-

internationalisation 
of education by providing comparable 
international benchmarking; and en
hance the possibility of such system's 
being entrenched by the congruence 
between behaviourist structures and 
the techniques of Total Quality Man
agement. Behaviourism speaks the 
language businesses committed to 
TQM understand." 

Curricula for the Global Class
room -The emergence of generic 
national curricular frameworks. 

InAustralia and the United States, ex
isting federally funded programs pro
vided a bridge to the development of 
national curricular systems. The Aus
tralian Commonwealth Schools 
Commission's Reports, provided a 
vehicle for the advocacy of unified 
national approaches to secondary 
schooling, and its final report In the 
National Interest (CSC 1987) the 
shell about which the new Depart
ment of Employment, Education and 

labus (SEA) 
show not only 
remarkable 
similarity, but a 
consistency of 
structure reflect-

"If human beings 
are trained like animals, 

why should we be 
surprised when they . 

ing general behave even worse than 
be_ha~iouriS t animals and ... seem to 
pnnc1ples and ' 

Training (DEET) was 
able to launch its new 
policy (Pusey 1990). In 
the United States, the 
National Commission 
on Excellence in Edu
cation launched the na
tional educational de
bate with A Nation at 
Risk (1983). These re
ports, and similar re-more specific 

cognitive and 

have no remorse?'' 

other objectives from Bloom et al's 
taxonomies. 

Behaviourist educational structures 
as compatible with international 
ideologies and industry trends. 

"The U.S. Compendium of Stan
dards and Benchmarks, highlights 
another trend reinforcing the use of 
behaviourist structures in educa
tional/curricular frameworks and 
syllabi - the extent to which a 
behaviourist approach can be ma
nipulated to match economic ratio
nalist demands for demonstrably 
quality teaching and learning out
comes. Behavioural emphases on 
general objectives stated in terms of 
learning and perfonnance outcomes, 
and of short sequenced steps can 
readily be identified as general and 
specific benchmarks and specifica
tions demanded by industry; as stu
dent perfonnance on internationally 

ports in other English
speaking and European countries fos
tered a sense of crisis and urgency 
which allowed national governments 
to dominate educational policy mak
ing (Odden and Marsh in Hanaway 
and Crowson 1989), even in nations 
in which educational policy was con
stitutionally a state not national re
sponsibility." 

Show me one parent or teacher who 
wants his child trained like a rat for the 
global workforce, rather than educated 
like a human being for his own upward 
mobility. Parents and teachers don't want 
children subjected to operant condition
ing which bypasses the brain with all the 
important functions which distinguish 
man from an animal: memory, conscience, 
imagination, insight, and intuition, func
tions by which human beings know abso
lutes and truths and are able to know God. 

Now is the time for parents and pub
lic and private school teachers to DE-

need for sound morals and values, the in
valuable support structure for all major 
(successful) civilizations. (Note: Some 
Christian schools and home schoolers 
have unfortunately adopted this Skinne
rian, individualized, proceed at your own 
pace, continuous progress, computer cur
riculum, which is dangerous no matter 
what it teaches. There is no free will in
volved in this type of education!) 

If parents and teachers allow schools 
and universities to become computerized 
operant conditioning, attitude-changing/ 
workforce training centers for lifelong 
learning, we can look forward to the real
ization of the following disastrous predic
tion advocated by Professor Skinner in his 
1968 book Technology of Teaching: 

"Absolute power in education is not 
a serious issue today because it seems 
out of reach. However, a technology 
of teaching will need to be much more 
powerful if the race with catastrophe 
is to be won, and it may then, like 
any powerful technology, need to be 
contained. An appropriate counter 
control will not be generated as a re
volt against aversive measures but by 
a policy designed to maximize the 
contribution which education can 
make to the strength of the culture. 
The issue is important because the 
government of the future will prob
ably operate mainly through educa
tional (Skinner/an/Pavlovian, Ed.) tech
niques." (p. 260) 

(Note: The use of rewards and punishment 
by a totalitarian government can lead to 
atrocious abuses. An article in The Wash
ington Post, 8/27/05 titled "Who Controls 
the Family? . .. Blind Activist Leads Peas
ants in Legal Challenge to Abuses of 
Chinas Population-Growth Policy" by 
Philip P Pan states in part: "The gov
ernment adopted the law granting citizens 
the right to make an 'informed choice' in 
family planning, and in recent years it has 
moved toward a system of economic re
wards for couples with only one child and 
fines or fees for those with more. But many 
local officials continue to rely on forced 
abortion and sterilization, in part because 
the ability to limit population growth re
mains a top consideration in party delib
erations about promotions and raises. In 
much of China, an official who misses a 
population target, even if he or she ex
cels in other fields, is dismissed, accord
ing to researchers and family planning 
officials. ") 

(See Teaching Machines, page 4) 
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Teaching Machines (Continued from page 3) 

Fast forward to 1981 and Project 
BEST Basic Education Skills through 
Technology. BEST's Informational Bro
chure suggests what Skinner predicted in 
his 1968 book Technology of Teaching: 

"The government of the future [ vari
ous government agencies, not just 
education, Ed.], will probably oper
ate mainly through educational 
techniques." 

The informational brochure for 
Project BEST: Basic Education Skills 

through Technology, stated: 

"In addition, the State Team approach 
and the communications network 
with professional associations and 
other groups established by the 
project will serve as a model for the 
states in implementing similar efforts 
in other areas of education, or in such 
program areas as health, human ser
vices, housing, transp01iation, etc." 

Twenty-two years later an article en-
titled "Extraordinary Acts of Kindness" 
published in the January 27, 2003 issue 
of The Times Record, Brunswick, Maine 
illustrates what Project BEST called for 
above: the use of the Skinnerian operant 
conditioning method in government pro
grams, not exclusively in education: 

"Beginning on Saturday, police offic
ers on patrol in the two communities 
(Bath and Brunswick, Maine) will 
cany with them coins embossed with 
their department's patch. When an of
ficer witnesses someone aiding a fel
low citizen or committing a notewor
thy act, the officer can award the coin 
in immediate (behaviorist term, Ed.) rec
ognition of the kind deed ... " 

This use of the technology of teach
ing ( operant conditioning to modify be
havior) in my home town of Bath, Maine 
is not an isolated incident. The federal and 
state governn1ents are deeply involved in 
rewarding and punishing individuals and 
state and local agencies, by withholding 
funds (punishment) or by providing ad
ditional funding or perks (rewards) de
pending on whether or not an agency or 
person performs as mandated by govern
ment. (Ref: Population control in China) 

If we are trained as animals, only do
ing good deeds when a reward is forth
coming, and refraining from doing what 

is right, according to our conscience, ... 
for fear of government reprisal (punish
ment), who can say that we are any dif
ferent from animals who are not expected 
to know right from wrong? 

If human beings are trained like ani
mals, why should we be surprised when 
they increasingly behave even worse than 
animals, and when confronted by their 
misdeeds seem to have no remorse? 

If the majority of Americans are will
ing to accept the Darwinian evolutionist 
view that they are in fact animals to be 
trained ( conditioned) ... without free will, 
lacking the ability to think and make de
cisions for themselves, lacking conscience 
or personal responsibility for their actions, 
(i.e., blaming and suing McDonald's for 
the "too hot" coffee they spilled in their 
lap while driving away from the takeout 
window; blaming and suing the cigarette 
companies for their addictions which 
caused cancer; blaming and killing their 
parents due to abuse, etc.), we and our 
nation are dead in the water, no matter our 
military or economic superiority. 

Does not the acceptance of this Dar
winian/ evolutionist view that man is noth
ing but an animal to be trained, without 
free will, spell the end of Christianity as a 
major world religion which, due to its 
singular emphasis on free will, focuses on 
man's personal responsibility toward God, 
his neighbor, and society in general? 

This is the bottom line: if we allow 
and pay for agents of the government to 
manipulate and control our behavior in 
this way, we are in effect turning all re
sponsibility for our lives and fortunes or 
misfortunes over to the government. 
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Personal Data Compromised in 2005 
Computer hacking, data storage material disappearances, and theft of electronic 

records compromises privacy and safety, and can lead to identity theft and a night-
mare of related problems. Following is a partial list of 2005 data records breaches 
involving any one ( or combination) of the following: names, addresses, ID num-
bers, social security numbers, passwords, financial and medical records, and more. 

2005 
State Publicized Name Type of breach Number 

VA Jan 10 George Mason University hacking 30,000 
CA Jan 18 University of Calif., San Diego hacking 3,500 
co Jan 20 University of Northern Colorado hard drive stolen 15,790 

Feb 5 ChoicePoint fraudulent access to data 145,000 
Feb 28 Bank of America data tapes lost 1.2 million 

NC Feb 10 North Carolina OMV dishonest contractor 3.8 million 
CA Mar 11 University of Calif., Berkeley laptop stolen 98,400 
NV Mar 12 Nevada OMV, Donovan computer stolen 8,900 
NV Mar 20 University of Nevada, Las Vegas hacking 5,000 
CA Mar 22 California State Univ., Chico hacking 59,000 

Mar/Apr LEXIS/NEXIS 59 fraudulent breaches 310,000 
CA Apr 6 Univ. of Calif., San Francisco hacking 7,000 
IL Mar 25 Northwestern U., Kellogg Sch. of Mgmt. hacking 21,000 
GA Apr Georgia Dept. of Motor Vehicles dishonest insider "1 00s of thousands" 
CA Apr8 San Jose Medical Group 2 stolen computers 185,000 
MA Apr 11 Tufts University hacking 106,000 
CA Apr 15 Calif. Dept. of Health Services laptop stolen 21,600 

Apr 18 Internal Revenue Service computer security flaws "millions" 
Mi Apr26 Mich. State Univ., Wharton Center hacking 40,000 
NJ Apr28 Wachovia, Bank of America, PNC Bank 

of Pittsburgh, Commerce Bank dishonest insiders 680,000 
OK Apr 29 Oklahoma State University missing laptop 37,000 
co May 2 Colorado Health Department laptop stolen 1,600 families 

May 3 Time Warner 40 backup tapes lost 600,000 
IN May 5 Purdue University hacking 11,360 
VA May 7 U.S. Dept of Justice vendor laptop stolen 80,000 
CA May 11 Stanford University computer network breach 10,000 
IL May 12 Hinsdale Central H.S., Chicago hacking 2,400 
Ml May 18 Jackson Community College hacking 8,000 
IA May 18 University of Iowa hacking 30,000 
GA May 19 Valdosta State Univ. Georgia hacking 40,000 
IN May 20 Purdue University hacking 11,000 
NC May 26 Duke University Medical Ctr. hacking 14,000 

Jun 10 FDIC (Federal Deposit lnsu[ Corp.) computer security failure 6,000 
Jun 7 Citigroup computer tapes lost 3.8 million 

MN Jun 14 Medica Health Plans (Minnetonka) hacking 1.2 million 
AZ Jun 17 MasterCard Intl. (processing center) processor breach 40 million 
HI Jun 18 University of Hawaii dishonest insider 150,000 
NC Jun 22 East Carolina University hacking 250 
CT Jun 24 Univ. of Connecticut (UCONN) hacking 72,000 
OH Jun 30 Ohio State Univ. Medical Center 2 laptops stolen 15,000 
CA Jul 1 Univ. of Calif., San Diego hacking 3,300 
Ml Jul? Michigan State University hacking 27,000 
CA Jul6 University of Southern California hacking 270,000 
AZ Jul8 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Ariz. backup tapes stolen 57,000 
DE Jul 15 University of Delaware 3 computers stolen 343 
MO Jul25 St. John's Regional Med. Ctr., Joplin 2 computers stolen 27,000 
co Jul22 University of Colorado hacking 42,900 
CA Jul 31 Calif. State Polytechnic, Pomona hacking 31,077 
CA Aug 8 Sonoma State University hacking 61,709 
TX Aug 8 University of North Texas, Denton hacking 38,607 
UT Aug 9 University of Utah hacking 100,000 
IA Aug 9 Iowa Student Loan Program CD w/data disappears 165,000 

Aug 24 United States Air Force (USAF) stolen from on-line AMS 33,300 
co Aug 19 University of Colorado computer server breach 49,000 
TX Aug 30 J.P. Morgan Bank, Dallas laptop stolen unknown 

Sep Bank of America laptop stolen undisclosed 
OH Sep 10 Kent State University 5 computers stolen 100,000 
OH Sep 10 Miami University online exposure 21,762 
GA Sep 29 University of Georgia hacking 1,600 
TN Oct 29 University of Tennessee inadvertent posting to listserv 1,900 
TN Nov 2 Univ. of Tennessee Medical Ctr. laptop stolen 3,800 
IN Nov 18 Indiana University "malicious software" 5,300 
GA Nov 11 Georgia Institute of Technology computer stolen 13,000 
CA Nov 4 USC Keck School of Medicine computer stolen 50,000 
WA Nov 19 Boeing computer stolen 161,000 
PA Dec 1 Firstrust Bank laptop stolen 100,000 
NY Dec 2 Cornell University hacking 900 
IA Dec 12 Iowa State University security breach 5,500 
Ml Dec22 Ford Motor Company computer stolen 70,000 

Sources: Personal Data Security Breaches: Context and Incident Summaries, CRS Report 
for Congress, Dec. 16, 2005, http://www.opencrs.com/rpts/RL33199_20051216.pdf; 
http://www.privacyrights.org/ar/ChronDataBreaches.htm; tiid: Government Identification 
Documents and 'Tracking" Issues, http://aclunc.org/privacy/technology/yes768/050808-
rfid-packet.pdf; news articles; and press releases. 


