
EDUCATION 
Sample Mental 

Health Questions 
The following are representative 

questions used by TeenScreen to screen 
teenagers for mental health problems: 

Mental Health Screening l:~~f'" 

National Plan Moves Ahead 
More Drugging of Children Likely 

New Study: Computers 
Can Harm Learning 

Too much exposure to computers 
harms academic perfor
mance, whether the comput
ers are used at home or at 
school, according to a 
large-scale new study by 
German researchers" 

In the last three months: 

1. Have you often felt very nervous or 
uncomfortable when you have been with 
a group of children or young people, say, 
like in the lunchroom at school or at a 
party? 

2. Have you often felt very nervous 
when you've had things to do in front of 
people? 

3 0 Has there been a time when nothing 
was fun for you and you just weren't in
terested in anything? 

4 0 Has there been a time when you had 
less energy than you usually do? 

5" Has there been a time when you felt 
you couldn't do anything well or that you 
weren't as good-looking or as smart as 
other people? 

A federal plan to subject all children 
to mental health screening in school and 
during routine physical exams moved for
ward in 2004 with Congress's appropria
tion of $20 million to fund recommenda
tions of the New Freedom Commission 
on Mental Health created by President 
George W Bush in 20020 

The commission recommends "rou
tine and comprehensive" mental health 
screening and testing for every child in 
America, including preschoolers" It pro
poses utilizing electronic medical records 
for mental health data which would be in
tegrated with electronic health records" 
Schools are in a "key position" to screen 
the 52 million students and 6 million 
adults who work in schools" 

The commission further recommends 
"linkage" of mental health examinations 
with "state-of-the-art treatments" using 

Tied with Latvia {pr 27th Place 

More Math Bad News: U.S. 
Lags In Two New Comparisons 

Two respected international tests of 
math skills indicate that USO students con
tinue to perform poorly compared to other 
industrialized countries, according to re
ports released in DecembeL 

American 15-year-olds ranked 24th 

among 29 countries that are members of 
the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, 
which sponsored one of the stud
ies, using tests administered in 
2003 by the Program for Interna
tional Student Assessment In 
a larger group that also included 
10 non-members - many of 
them developing countries - the USO 
tied Latvia for 27th placeo 

One-quarter of the USO 15-year-olds 
scored at or below the bottom rung, while 
only 2% scored in the top rung of the six
point scale" The gap between whites and 
Asians versus Hispanics and blacks re
mains enormous" The top math scorers 
were Hong Kong, Finland and South Ko
rea" The test also covered reading, sci
ence, and problem-solving skills" 

No lack of self-esteem 
Only a generation ago, USO high 

school students ranked number one over
alL (Wall StreetJoumal, 12-15-04) Now, they 
show confidence but not skill: The same 
test found that USO 15-year-olds were far 
more likely to say they were good at math
ematics and received strong grades in that 
subject than their peers in Japan and South 
Korea, who on average easily outper-

formed Americans in matho 
A test by the Trends in International 

Mathematics and Science Study found 
mixed results in 2003 compared to 1999 
for American 4th- and 8th-graders on math 
and science tests, but it was clear that they 
still lag behind a number of industrialized 

countries" Singapore students 
led the pack in math and science 
in both 4th and 8th gradeso 

Of the 45 countries ranked 
in the 8tl1-grade survey, the USO 
was lYh in math and 9th in sci
ence" Of the 25 countries in the 
4th-grade survey, the US" was 
12th in math and 6th in scienceo 

Singapore has 44% of its students at the 
advanced level, while the USO has 7%" 
USO 4th- and 8th-graders made no progress 
in math since the last such test was given 
four years earlier" 

This study was released by the Inter
national Study Center at Boston College 
and was analyzed by the National Center 
for Education Statistics" It included about 
9,000 American 8th-graders in 230 schools 
and 10,000 4th-graders in 250 schoolso 
The results indicated some narrowing of 
the test-score gap between blacks and 
whites" 

NAEP math test too easy? 
Both studies mentioned above seem 

at variance with previous announcements 
that math scores for 4th- and 8th-graders 
were up on the federal government's Na
tional Assessment of Educational 

(See Math News, page 4) 

"specific medications for specific condi
tions:' Such medications would include 
antidepressants and anti-psychotic drugs" 

Parental consent language in the 2004 
bill was deleted by the Senate last year" 
As a result, Rep" Ron 
Paul (R-TX) has intro
duced a bill in the new 
Congress to forbid fed
eral funds from being 
used for any universal 
or mandatory mental
health screening of stu
dents without the ex
press, written, voluntary Repo Ron Paul 
informed consent of their parents" 

Congress's reauthorization of the In
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act 
in 2004 included language sponsored by 
Repo Max Bums (R-GA) forbidding drug 
coercion of children as a condition of at
tending public schools" However, this law 

protects only spe
cial-needs children 
and covers only 
psycho-stimulants 
(such as Ritalin), not 
antidepressants or 
anti-psychotic drugso 
Critics of drugging 

Repo Max Burns in schools are calling 
for a federal law prohibiting coerced drug
ging with any psycho-active medicine of 
any children in government schools" 

TeenScreen flags 1/3 of students 
The New Freedom Commission has 

touted a Columbia University-based pro
gram called TeenScreen as a national 
model for mental health screening" 

(See Mental Health, page 4) 

Performance in math 
and reading suffered significantly among 
students who have more than one com
puter at home, and, while students ben
efited from limited use of computers at 
school, those who used them several times 
per week at school performed worse aca
demically, University ofMunich research
ers am1ounced in November" They ex
amined a sample ofl 75,000 15-year-olds 
in 31 countries" 

"The mere availability of computers 
at home seems to distract students from 
learning," the study concludes" Comput
ers apparently serve mainly as devices for 
playing games" 

"It seems if you overuse computers 
and trade them for other [types of] teach
ing, it actually harms the student," lead 
researcher Ludger Woessmann saido "At 
least we should be cautious in stating that 
increasing [ access to] computers in the 
home and school will improve students' 
math and reading perfonnanceo" (Chris

tian Science Monitor, 12-6-04) 

However, the study found that aca
demic performance rose among students 
who routinely used e-mail or educational 
software" 

The findings come as USO schools in
vest ever more heavily in computer tech
nology for students and teachers" In Maine, 
for example, $37 million is being spent 
over four years to put laptop computers into 
the hands of every 7th- and 8tl1-grader, as 
well as their 3,000 teachers" 

Governors Focus on High Schools 
As Bush Seeks More Accountability 

Strengthening the high school cur
riculum is the top priority of the National 
Governors Association this year, and 
President George WO Bush has 
pledged to demand more ac
countability and testing in high 
school in his second termo 

The need for an educated 
workforce, the loss of jobs to 
other countries, and pressure to 
raise student achievement under 
the federal No Child Left Be-

Future" Many inner-city public schools 
have a 50% dropout rate. 

More than 25% of graduates who 
enter four-year colleges fail to 
return for sophomore year; in 
two-year institutions the drop
out rate is twice as higho More 
than half of college students 
need at least one remedial math 
or English class" Employer 
surveys indicate that too many 
new hires lack the basics in 

hind Act are driving forces in the Govo Mark Warner reading, writing and matho (& 

new attention to high schooL Recent data 
show that high school dropouts are more 
prevalent in the USO than many leaders 
realized" Close to 30% of high school 
freshmen fail to graduate, and 11 states 
have high school completion rates of 
lower than 67%, according to data col
lected by Achieve Inc" and Jobs for the 

Louis Post-Dispatch, 1-3-05) 

Virginia Goy Mark Warner has been 
leading the charge for the governors' as
sociation" Innovations in his home state 
include tutoring and summer school for 
students who are at risk of dropping out 
of high school and subsidies for post-

(See Accountability, page 4) 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

Evolution stickers held unconstitu
tional. A federal district judge ruled 
in January that the Cobb County, GA 
school district's use of stickers label
ing evolution "a theory, not a fact" 
violated the Establishment Clause of 
the U.S. Constitution. Judge Clarence 
Cooper, who was appointed by Presi
dent Bill Clinton in 1994, found that 
the textbook stickers would be inter
preted by a reasonable observer as an 
endorsement of religion since they 
had been requested by religiously mo
tivated individuals. The school board 
voted in late January to appeal the de
cision. (See Education Reporter, Dec. 

2004 for details on the suit.) 

Red ink loses favor for hurting stu
dents' self-esteem. More teachers are 

using purple pens for grading 
papers instead of the tradi
tional red, which they say can 
be intimidating or stressful. 
The pen company Paper 
Mate has boosted its produc
tion of purple pens by at 

. least 10%, and retailers 
such as OfficeMax are stocking up on 
all-purple packs. "This is a kinder, 
more gentler [sic] education system," 
a Paper Mate spokesman said, "and 
the connotation of red is that it is not 
as constructive as purple." 
(signonsandiego.com, 10-4-04) Critics 
such as Michael Barone grumble that 
the push for purple illustrates a trend 
of teachers going soft on students. 
(foxnews.com, 9-7-04) 

Television, computers blamed for 
rise in myopia. Children and young 
adults are facing an epidemic of near
sightedness in several countries be
cause they spend so much time look
ing at televi
sion and play
ing computer 
games, Aus
tralian scien
tist Ian Morgan warns in New Scien
tist magazine. Increased time focus
ing on close objects, combined with 
stress, is enough to cause long-term 
changes to the eyes. 

(More Briefs on page 4) 
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Complaints Pile Up on Banning 
of Christmas in Public Schools 
Christians Fight Back in Courts, Polls 

Each year it seems that the anti
Christmas brigade gets pettier about cen
soring observances of the Christian and 
U.S. holiday in public schools. However, 
Christian groups are now flexing their 
muscle in court and in the political arena 
to reaffirm the permissibility of traditional 
celebrations of Christmas in schools 
around the country. 

The Education Reporter (Jan. 2005) al
ready reported on a number of incidents 
of Christmas suppression by school ad
ministrators. So many more reports have 
surfaced since then - along with paren
tal actions challenging the administrators 
- that an update is in order. 

In December 2003, a Plano, TX ad
ministrator stopped an 8-year-old boy 
from passing out candy canes with a reli
gious message attached at a school holi
day party. The message explained that 
the candy was shaped in a J for Jesus and 
bore a red stripe to represent "the blood 
Christ shed for the sins for the world." 

TRO for candy canes 
In December 2004, his family and 

three others persuaded a federal judge to 
issue a temporary restraining order secur
ing the children's right to hand out "reli
gious viewpoint gifts" at school-sponsored 
holiday parties. The families were assisted 
by the Liberty Legal Institute and the Alli
ance Defense Fund. In addition, the Civil 
Rights Division of the U.S. Department 
of Justice wrote the Plano district to say it 
was investigating the district's "alleged 
refusal to pennit students to distribute re
ligious messages during school parties and 
on school property." 

Red and green prohibited! 
The school was so politically correct 

that it informed parents that only white 
paper plates and napkins - not Christ
mas red and green - would be allowed 
at the "Winter Break" party, according to 
the father of the boy with the candy canes. 
(Washington Post, 12-21-04) 

Even colored icing on cookies was 
verboten, and administrators prohibited 
parents from criticizing school officials 
or giving religious-oriented items to one 
another on school property, the Liberty 
Legal Institute alleged. Earlier, school 
officials forbade a girl from inviting her 
friends to an Easter event at her church, 
and after a mother requested permission 
for her daughter to hand out a pencil with 
the word "Jesus" on it at her birthday 
party, "the principal got so upset with her 
that he called the police," the institute's 
chief counsel Kelly Shackelford said. 
(worldnetdaily.com, 12-15-04) 

A New York City school policy al
lowing menorahs during Hanukkah and 
the Islamic crescent during Ramadan but 
not Nativity scenes during the Christmas 
season was challenged in court by the 
Thomas More Law Center in December. 
The same month, the center also sued to 
overturn the South Orange/Maplewood, 
NJ district's notorious ban on even instru
mental-only Christmas music in its holi-

day band concert . 
Voters incensed by a superintendent's 

decision to remove a Nativity scene from 
an elementary school's traditional holiday 
program vented their anger at the polls in 
Mustang, OK, helping defeat bond mea
sures worth $11 million. The school 
board attorney had recommended that the 
Nativity scene be removed. Symbols of 
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa were included in 
the production as well as a Christmas tree 
and Santa Claus. (Associated Press, 12-16-04) 

Mangled 'Grinch' 
In Blair, NE, students wanted to use 

Dr. Seuss in decorations on a door for a 
contest. Their teacher recommended the 
phrase, "Don't be the Grinch that stole 
the winter wonderland," instead of the 
Seussian "Grinch that stole Christmas." 
The principal backed up the teacher, say
ing in a local newspaper that restricting 
the use of the word Christmas came from 
a personal feeling he had that some people 
look at the season with anxiety rather than 
celebration. Parents expressed indigna
tion. (TheOmahaChannel.com, 12-16-04) 

A San Jose, CA middle school teacher 
enlisted the aid of the Pacific Justice In
stitute after her principal banned Christ
mas songs at a holiday concert. The in
stitute wrote a letter advising the school 
of the law. (Los Angeles Times, 12-22-04) 

A holiday concert by Spring Grove 
Elementary School in McHenry County, 
IL included songs about Hanukkah, Ja
maica and Santa but not Christ or the 
Christmas story. An Illinois American 
Civil Liberties Union spokesman com
mented that Christmas songs about Christ 
are fine as long as people don't "feel they 
spent the past hour at high mass." (Chi

cago Tribune, 12-6-04) 

'Little Drummer Boy' nixed 
The carol "The Little Drummer Boy" 

was cut along with three others from a 
holiday concert in Jupiter, FL because of 
their religious nature, after a student raised 
an objection. They were replaced with 
three Hanukkah songs. "Silent Night" bit 
the dust at E.H. Slaybaugh Elementary 
School's holiday concert in New Jersey 
following a complaint by an attorney par
ent. (Palm Beach Post, 12-16-04) 

A private group's performance of the 
play A Christmas Carol, based on Charles 
Dickens' classic story, was canceled by 
the principal at Lake Washington High 
School in Kirkland, WA. (Seattle Times, 12-

8-04) Public schools in Chicago excised 
the words "Merry Christmas" from a 
popular song. (abcnews.go.com, 12-7-04) 

A school bus driver in Plainfield, IL 
was pulled off her route for passing out 
fliers criticizing a school holiday program 
including a song called "I Hate This Holi
day." "They took my school bus job away 
from me because I protested my child 
singing an anti-Christ song," Carmen 
Brown alleged. There were no Christian 
songs in the elementary Central School's 
holiday program. (suburbanchicagonews 

. com, 12-19-04) 

Book of the Month 

I Am Charlotte 
Simmons, Tom Wolfe, 
Farrar Straus Giroux, 

2004, 675 pp., $28.95. 

The greatest living 
American satirist has 
set his sights on the de

ficient culture of selective universities 

in this very raunchy but ultimately mor
alistic pagetumer of a novel. 

Only slightly exaggerating the vul
garity and hedonism of elite secular col

lege campuses today, Wolfe masterfully 
captures the speech patterns of relevant 

sociological types, from testosterone

crazed frat boys and athletes to hillbil

lies and catty sorority girls to smug left
wing professors and potty-mouthed 
gay/lesbian protesters to manipulative 

coaches and ambitious-but-nerdy stu

dent j oumalists. 
In following the freshman-year ca

reer of a high-minded but fallible small

town girl, Wolfe performs the same ser

vice for a college student that the novel 

Madame Bovary performs for a wife 

contemplating an adulterous affair or 
the film Fatal Attraction performs for 

a husband tempted by a fling: showing 
in unsparing detail the ugly conse
quences of an anything-goes approach 

to sexuality. 
The author has made no secret of 

his shock at the current state of affairs 

on campus. "I think it's hardest on 
young women. They have much more 
to lose - which is their femininity. And 

the idea that the great reward of the 
mating game comes first and then you 
get to lmow each other after - well, 

there's something very hard on women 

about that, I think," he observed in an 

interview. (USNews.com, 11-15-04) 

The novel, set at a mythical Penn
sylvania university reminiscent of 

Princeton and Duke, is as engrossing 
to college students as to their parents. 

Their grandparents, farther removed 

from the current realities of campus life, 

are unlikely to tolerate the fusillade of 
four-letter words. However, this is 

trash-tallcing with a purpose; only a true 

craftsman could have pulled it off 
(though it is disappointing that such an 

eminent man of letters apparently does 

not know the meaning of "unrequited 
love," which he mistakenly uses to 
mean unfulfilled passion between two 

lovers). 

If the story is occasionally implau
sible and the ending less than satisfy
ing, well, this is satire, not Dickens. 

Tom Wolfe has held up a mirror to our 

elite campus culture, and the image is 
unsettling. The eponymous heroine's 

poor-hick but grounded Appalachian 

parents come off better than anyone 

else. ~ 
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FOCUS: 
By Jim Tobin 

How Teachers Use 'Class Size' 
Ploy to Create More Jobs 

In the 1950s, when I was in private 
school on Chicago's West Side, my 
classes had between 40 and 60 students. 
Still we had no trouble learning our les
sons, and there were no serious discipline 
problems. At that time the average class 
size in the Chicago Public Schools was 
also larger than it is now, between 30 and 
40 students per class. Nevertheless, ver
bal and math SAT scores were the high
est in the mid- l 950s when class sizes were 
much larger, and the scores have declined 
since the early 1960s. 

Now, public school teachers are 
scamming taxpayers with their demands 
for "smaller class size" in order to create 
more jobs. Already, 80% of taxpayer dol
lars slated for education go to pay the sala
ries of teachers, administrators and con
sultants. Chicago-area private schools, 

which do a better job of educating stu
dents at half the cost of public schools, 
typically have had larger class sizes than 
Chicago's government schools. This is 
one of the reasons that private schools are 
less expensive 
to operate 
than govern
ment schools. 

The call 
for smaller 
class size has 
nothing to do 
with better 
education. 

"Money for the 
teachers and 

administrators, 
not concern for 

students, is 
behind the 

drive to reduce 
class sizes." 

Smaller class size creates the need for 
more highly-paid warm bodies in class
rooms. The teachers' lobby has suc
ceeded in hoodwinking most legislators, 
taxpayers and editorial writers, with the 

result that there is a never-ending call for 
"smaller class size" that is totally unsup
ported by serious research. It has been a 
brilliant propaganda campaign. 

Noted economist Eric Hanushek has 
shown that class size by itself is unim
portant. Researcher David Kirkpatrick 
has found that students in other countries, 
who score better than U.S. students, typi
cally have larger classes. The children of 
Vietnamese "boat people" in the 1970s 
have scored at the 95th percentile in math
ematics in U.S. public schools - yet in 
Vietnam their average class size was 7 5. 
Students in South Korea have ranked first 
in math among 20 nations. The average 
class size there is 43 students. 

Money for the teachers and adminis
trators, not concern for students, is behind 
the drive to reduce class sizes. Economics 

professor Richard 
Vedder points out in 
his recent study en- Jim Tobin 
titled "Comparable Worth" that "currently 
there is no premium associated with tak
ing on larger classes, so teacher unions 
fight for smaller classes." 

Part of the savings associated with 
larger classes could be passed on in the form 
of additional pay for the teacher with larger 
classes. For example, the average teacher 
salary in the Chicago public schools is 
$53,000 for nine months' employment. A 
teacher whose class size doubled from 20 
to 40 students could be given a bonus of 
$10,000, and the taxpayers would realize 
an average savings of $43,000. 

This article originally appeared in the Winter 2004 
issue of TaxNews, a publication of National Taxpay
ers United of fllinois, and is reprinted with permission. 

School Funding Cases Pressure Kansas, Missouri Pols 
Kansas Court Sets Deadline to Raise Spending; SC Trial Ends 

In the continuing saga of court orders 
around the country forcing legislatures to 
spend more money on public schools, the 
Kansas supreme court in January gave the 
state legislature an April 12 deadline to 
"fulfill its constitutional duty" by appro
priating more money for public education. 

"It is clear increased funding will be 
required; however, increased funding may 
not in and of itself make the financing 
formula constitutionally suitable," the 

In Memoriam: 

court stated in a unanimous opinion. The 
court based its decision on language in 
the Kansas constitution requiring the leg
islature to make "suitable provision" for 
financing schools. 

The same week as the Kansas deci
sion, Missouri Gov.-elect Matt Blunt con
vened a summit conference oflegislators 
and superintendents to consider how to 
reform the school funding system. More 
than 250 Missouri school districts have 

Mel Gabler, 
Textbook Reformer 

Mel Gabler, 89, of Longview, TX 
died December 19, leaving a legacy of 
more than 40 years of positive influence 
on American elementary and secondary 
school textbooks. 

With his wife, Norma, he founded 
the non-profit Educational Research Ana
lysts as a clearinghouse for factual errors 
and left-wing bias in public school text
books. They frequently traveled to Aus
tin, TX to testify before the state board 
of education and confront publishers with 
their objections. They backed the suc
cessful effort in late 2004 to force text
book publishers to define marriage as a 
life-long union between a man and a 
woman instead of referring generically 
to "married partners." (See Education Re

porter, Dec. 2004.) 

Because Texas is the second-largest 
textbook market in the U.S., publishers 
often make their Texas books the tem
plate for the rest of the country, so a 
Gabler objection carried nationwide im
plications. The Gablers also spread the 
word by doing lectures across the coun-

Mel and Norma Gabler 

try, calling radio stations, using direct 
mail, writing a book called What Are 
They Teaching Our Children? and me
dia appearances - all without benefit 
of college degrees . 

In 1992, Texas fined publishers 
about $1 million for hundreds of errors 

the Gablers found in 10 American his
tory books already approved by publish
ers and the state. In 1973, the Gablers 
memorably asked why Marilyn Monroe 

received six pages in a history book 
while George Washington got only a few 
paragraphs. "We're not quite ready for 
Marilyn Monroe as the mother of our 
country," quipped Nonna. 

"If you want a model for 'what the 
little guy can do,' begin with the 

Gablers," wrote columnist Gary North 
in a tribute to the deceased. (Lew Rockwell 

. com, 12-22-04) 

sued the state, arguing it does not ad
equately cover the costs of education. 

A plaintiff's attorney in the case con
tended that as much as $2 billion in new 
spending would be needed to stave off the 
court challenge. Blunt, however, told the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "There's no way 
we're going to have $900 million of new 
revenue for education this year." While 
he expressed openness to replacing prop
e1iy-tax financing with income-tax fmanc
ing, he said he would not support any plan 
that results in a net increase in taxes for 
Missourians. (1-5-05) 

Missouri speaker: Show me 

Rep. Rod Jetton, the incoming 
speaker of the Missouri House, expressed 
skepticism about the spending demands, 
asking rhetorically, "Does more money 
necessarily translate into a better educa
tion?" 

Missouri last changed its school fund
ing formula in 1993 following a lawsuit 

by dozens of 
districts. The 
formula gave 
poorer dis
tricts a 
greater por
tion of state 
aid but ineq
uities remain 
in what dis-
tricts. spend. Gov. Matt Blunt 

See Education Reporter, Oct. 2004 
and Jan. 2005 for a review of the school 
funding disputes occurring in about half 
the states. A more recent Education Week 
study concluded that 31 states are consid
ering changes to their education financing, 
16 face legal battles on school financing 
and 20 have settled lawsuits in the last five 
years. The same study found that the Dis
trict of Columbia, New Jersey and New 
York spend the most per student, each top
ping $10,000. (New York Times, 1-6-05) 

(See School Funding, page 4) 

1-!~W', ITEM: U,'::l, GOVE-l<NN\e.NT OfFER':l N5:W OIEiAR'( ~UIDELINEt:; ~,~,.£~ UR AM~RrC.At 

rs'~ 
·+w~ """" -'!-~:;\·· 

~;\c·•~ 
~·~~ 

@GAZE""TT"t, ~o,,_ 


