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Charges Against 
Massachusetts 

Parent Dropped 
the Massachusetts Middlesex 

County District Attorney announced in 
Court on October 20 that her office 
would not prosecute David Parker for 
criminal trespassing. 

Parker is the Lexington, Massachu
setts parent who was arrested and 
charged in April after insisting to school 
district officials that under Chapter 71, 
Section 32 A of Massachusetts state law 
he had a right to be notified in advance 
of issues regarding human sexuality cur
riculum, and receive an opportunity to 
opt out of any discussion of homosexu
ality instruction for his kindergarten 
son. He refused to leave the school 
meeting unless district officials pro
vided assurance that his request would 
be honored. Parker was charged with 
criminal trespassing, handcuffed,jailed 
overnight, and banned from school 
sites. He has steadfastly maintained that 
no crime was committed. 

David Parker and his wife, Tonia, 
objected to the book Who s in a Fam
ily? It was included in a "Diversity 
Book Bag" that their kindergarten son 
brought home from school. The book 
by Robert Skutch illustrates same sex 
couples and contains descriptions about 
them, such a.s "Robin's family is made 
up of her dad, Clifford, her dad's part
ner, Henry, and Robin's cat, Sassy." It 
is listed on the book list published by 
the Gay Lesbian ;;md Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN). 

The Superintendent of Schools, 
Paul Ash, announced in September that 
he had ordered all teachers not to no
tify parents in advance when discuss
ing homosexual relationships because 
they are teaching .about diversity and 
citizenship. According to Ash~ "You 're 
either a full-time student or you're not 
a student." He is detennined to advance 
what he views as tolerance education, 
and make ce1iain that the public school 
system is in charge: ''Parents can't pick 
and choose what they want their kids 
to study." (Los Angeles Times, 10-20-05) 

Gary Wambolt, of Lexington Par
ents for Respect, characterizes what is 
occutring as an "attack on values.'' He 
has stated that his organization consid
ers the school district cuniculum and 
methods "an arrogant intrnsion into the 
privacy of family values and parental 
rights." He claims that it is also "a co
lossal misuse of instrnctional time and 
resources." 

Under the deal acceptl;ld by the 
court, Parker will be under pretrial pro
bation for a year during which time he 
will not be allowed on school property, 
after which the trespassing charge will 
be dropped so long as he does not vio
late any laws, The school has not re
treated from its position that it has the 
right to ovenule the parents about what 
is taught to the children. 
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Report Questions Preschool 
and Kindergarten Benefits 

While efforts at the national and state helped by preschool and kindergarten pro-
level encourage an expansion of uni- grams, the benefits were shown 
versal early education programs, the to either disappear when a child 
benefits of increasing government- leaves a program or fade as a 
regulated programs are questionable. child progresses through school. 

A 2005 Goldwater Institute For "mainstream children," 
report brings valuable in- scant evidence exists "to support 
fonnation to the public 1 • the contention that formal pre-
discussion. The report - ' I --.__ school and kindergarten are nee-
Assessing Proposals for " essary for school achievement or 
Preschool and Kinder- more advantageous than learning 
garten: Essential Information for Parents, in a traditional setting, and there is some 
Taxpayers, and Policymakers by Darcy evidence that day care and preschool can 
Olsen - includes investigations of the be detrimental." 

research and findings conducted on pre- Trends are not encouraging 
school and kindergarten programs. Based 
on the evidence reviewed, there is suffi
cient reason to challenge the notion that 
widespread preschool and kindergarten 
will improve student achievement or ben
efit all children. 

In exploring claims promoting the ad
vantages of early education, Olsen's ex
amination of the research cited by propo
nents found it was often "limited in its 
applicability to mainstream students and 
plagued by methodological shortcomings, 
including small sample size, high attrition 
rates, infrequent random selection, and in
frequent use of comparison groups. Some 
of the research has been wholly discred
ited." 

Poor quality research design was also 
found in studies used to promote full day 
versus half-day kindergarten programs. 

Little or no benefit 
Where studies offered evidence that 

disadvantaged children may initially be 

Even though enrollment in early edu
cation programs has grown, there is little 
proof to verify academic improvement. 

As explained in the report: "The pre
school enrollment rate of four-year-olds 
has climbed from 16% to 66% since 1965. 
Despite the change from home education 
to formal early education, student achieve
ment has stagnated since 1970." 

Regarding the length of day for kin
dergarten programs, "The National Cen
ter for Education Statistics' longitudinal 
study of 22,000 children finds no lasting 
reading, math, or science achievement dif
ferences between children who attend half 
day and full-day kindergarten." 

A state experience - Georgia's ten
year results with universal preschool -
is not encouraging. At a cost of $1.5 bil
lion to serve over 300,000 children, stu
dent test scores have remained the same. 

[See page 3 for excerpts from the 
Goldwater Institute s report] 

Nosy TeenScreen Questionnaire 
The President's New Freedom Com

mission on Mental Health identifies Co
lumbia University's TeenScreen Program 
as a model for early detection and inter
vention. The program is recommended in 
the Commission's report Achieving the 
Promise: Transforming Mental Health 
Care in America (July 2003) that encour
ages strengthening mental health programs 
in schools and recommends universal men
tal health screening for all Americans. 

According to the report, Columbia 
University's computer-based questionnaire 
is a "valid and reliable" screening instrn
ment that "identifies and refers for treat
ment those who are at risk for suicide or 
suffer from an untreated mental illness." 

Screening programs like TeenScreen 
will expand school involvement with 
mental health care. Of public concern is 
whether or not there is a need for univer
sal mental illness screening of all school 
children. Additionally, there are issues of 
personally identifiable data collection, 
confidentiality and access, ability of 
schools to determine and regulate "men
tal health" needs, and use of public funds 
to establish programs. 

Do you ... ? Have you ... ? Are you ... ? 
TeenScreen questionnaires are remi

niscent of nosy surveys conducted nation
wide in public school classrooms in recent 
decades. The following questions are ex
cerpted from a TeenScreen 22-item screen
ing tool prefaced with "Your answers are 
a confidential/private part of your medi
cal record. However, for your safety, we 
are required by law to share information 
involving physical/sexual abuse and sui
cide. Every situation is individual and our 
staff will always talk with you before shar
ing any of this information." 

Possible responses for each question: 

Yes, Sometimes, No, and Want More Info: 

1. In general, are you happy with the 
way things are going for you? 

2. Do you get along with your family? 

8. Do you ever use laxatives or throw 
up on purpose after eating? 

11. Do you smoke cigarettes or chew to
bacco? 

12. Do you drink alcohol? 

13. Have you tried any drugs (pot, crack, 
cocaine, heroin, acid, speed, etc.)? 

Animal Studies Behind 
Promotion of Early 
Childhood Education 

Brain-based studies are used to pro
mote early childhood education. Exami
nation of the neuroscience research ap
plied towards early education disclosed 
that animals were the test subjects in 
95.76% of studies. Children were in
volved in less than 1 % of the research. 

In An Early Childhood Research 
Agenda: T0ices from the Field (2001 ), re
searcher Marilyn Fleer cites Loraine 
Corrie's investigations that were published 
in "Neuroscience and early childhood? A 
dangerous liaison," Australian Journal of 
Early Childhood, Vol. 25, 2000, 34-40: 
" ... Corrie ... argues that the majority ofre
search that is used to support the impor
tance of the early 
years has been con
ducted on animals. 
She states that ap-~ ~_::._...,,--.._ 
proximately one 
percent of studies since the 1970s listed in 
Psychlit involve children (the number of 
studies reviewed was 12,395). In addition, 
she states that a breakdown of subjects in 
the studies reported between 1990 and 
1999 shows that 62 percent of studies were 
performed on rats, 3.3 percent on adults, 
and only .94 of a percent on children. In 
examining the studies conducted on hu
mans, she concludes that in most cases the 
sample sizes reported in individual studies 
were around four to five children. In addi
tion, some articles drew upon the same 
original piece of scientific research, thus 
reducing the number of total studies fur
ther. Corrie concludes that it is still too early 
to be persuaded that the neuroscience re
search offers definitive evidence for the im
portance of early childhood education." 

Fleer also points out that researchers 
have questioned claims made by those 
using brain-based research to promote 
early education. Criticism of "method
ological integrity of the claims" includes 
limited studies with humans, "over-cita
tion of a limited few neuroscience stud
ies," small sample sizes involving hu
mans, and more. 

14. Do you - or does anyone you live with 
- have a gun or carry a gun around? 

17. Have you ever had sex (with women, 
men or both)? 

18. Have you ever been tested for or diag
nosed with a sexually transmitted dis
ease (VD) (herpes, gonorrhea, Chlamy
dia, genital warts, PID, syphilis)? 

19. Are you - or do you ever wonder if 
you are - gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
trans gender? 

20. Have you ever had thoughts about 
killing yourself? 

22. Have you ever been physically or 
sexually abused or mistreated by any
one (kicked, hit, pushed, forced or 
tricked into having sex, touched on 
your private parts)? 
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Over the past two decades, "college 
textbook prices have risen at double 
the rate of inflation" according to a 
recent report by the Government Ac
countability Office. At state univer
sities, course supplies account for 26% 
of all student costs, including tuition. 
The G.A.O. report faults the develop
ment of"CD-ROMs and other instruc
tional supplies." However, Yale Law 
School professor Ian Ayres cites the 
lack of price competition as the main 
culprit- noting that 80% of the text
book publishing market is controlled 
by the five largest publishers. 

Retaining struggling kindergarten 
pupils does more harm than good, 
concludes a report published in the fall 
issue of Educational Evaluation and 
Policy Analysis. The report was based 
on data from a national sampling of 
young children included in a federal 
database known as the Early Child
hood Longitudinal Study. 

An estimated 58,780 students are 
homeschooled in North Carolina 
and a record number of home schools 
were opened in the state this past year. 
The national estimates for home
schooled students range anywhere 
from 1.1 million to 2.1 million. 

Maine's state officials plan to re
place their state high school assess
ment with the SAT college entrance 
exam. Students will take the SAT in 
11th grade. Passing the exam will not 
be a graduation requirement. The state 
would cover the $41 cost per student 
the first time the test is taken. Cur
rently, all Maine 10th graders take the 
PSAT and about 75% of the state's 
high school students take the SAT. 
(Boston Globe, 8-31-05) 

ACLU fights abstinence-only pro
grams. On September 22, the ACLU 
began a campaign to urge officials in 
18 states to reject abstinence-only sex 
education programs. The group claims 
these programs discriminate against 
homosexual youth, contain false or 
misleading information, and promote 
religion. The ACLU is targeting 
Alaska, Arkansas, California, Con
necticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee and Wyoming. 
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Idaho Students, Parents and 
Educators Say 'NO!' to Reform 

As national efforts proceed to build 
public support for redesigning American 
high schools, Idaho citizens are speaking 
out against the plans. 

From October 5th through the 19th, 
six state hearings were held throughout 
Idaho with thousands of students, parents, 
and teachers in attendance. The public tes
timony has been overwhelmingly against 
reforming the state's high schools. 

More cradle-to-grave controls 

Idaho Eagle Forum president Jane 
Lesko, who has researched and followed 
federal education reforms for eleven 
years, is at the forefront of efforts to in
form Idaho citizens about the restructur
ing of U.S. education. She testified at the 
October 12th hearing in Boise where an 
estimated 500 people attended. 

Lesko explains that the National Gov
ernors Association's Getting It Done: Ten 
Steps to a State Action Agenda released 
last January, "starts with early childhood, 
K-12, thru higher education and ends with 
all children having a career pathway and 
an industry certificate." Lesko asserts, 
"We are being revisited by Goals 2000 and 
School-to-Work. How many parents were 
told that the State of Idaho had signed a 
contract with the U.S. Department of La
bor in 1995 guaranteeing them that all 
ninth graders in Idaho would have a ca
reer pathway?" 

Area high school and college students 
publicly stated they "do not want career 
pathways or to lose their art and music 
classes in order to be loaded down with 
math and science." 

Not a state plan, but a national 
and international plan 

Retired educator and former high 
school principal F. Willard Robinson, 
Ed.D, also testified at the Boise hearing. 
Robinson's notable career includes pilot
ing the first advanced placement program 
in 1968 at Beverly Hills High School, 
California, and chairing numerous high 
school evaluation programs for the West
ern Association of Schools and Colleges. 
He was the only public school adminis
trator west of the Mississippi River nomi
nated as a member of America's oldest 

professional education association: the 
Headmasters Association. 

With his distinguished background, 
Robinson's analysis of the Idaho plans are 
particularly troubling: "Citizens should be 
concerned when a major education reform 
program, which has national and interna
tional implications, is again presented to 
the State of Idaho ostensibly as an Idaho 
program. Such an educational reform pro
gram was presented by Governor 
Kempthorne, the State Board of Educa
tion and representatives of the Bill Gates 
Foundation at a general meeting held at 
Boise State University on August 23, 
2005. The new plan is titled Redesigning 
Idahos High Schools to Reflect the World
wide Economy." 

Robinson further adds, "The wisdom 
of thrusting this extensive education re
form program on the State ofldaho with
out the professional input from school 
teachers and administrators responsible, 
and the parents of our young people needs 
to be questioned. The approach is trouble
some, especially when it is not an Idaho 
program as presented, but rather, again, a 
national program financed by a one-bil
lion dollar grant from the Bill Gates Foun
dation through UNESCO, the U.S. De
partment of Education and sponsored by 
the National Governor's Association." 

State officials presented plans with 
the claim of strengthening mathematics 
and Science, but Robinson explains that 
far more is involved: "Not so well adver
tised are some international education pro
grams they tried to get the State Legisla
ture to endorse earlier this year. These in
clude the Global Education program ( of 
which Green Cross is a part), the Euro
pean-based International Baccalaureate 
program, the Center for Civic Education 
program, and the Idaho Human Rights 
program sponsored by UNESCO. Also, 
an integral part of the new reform plan is 
the old discredited School-to-Work pro
gram, later to come in as Worklink. Now 
it is reemerging in the Idaho School Re
design Summit. Aspects of these programs 
were in Goals 2000 and the No Child Left 
BehindAct. Now these programs are cam
ouflaged under the guise of the national 
mathematics and science programs." 

Judge Strikes Down Pledge Again 
A federal judge in California ruled on 

September 14 that public-school-led reci
tations of the Pledge of Allegiance are 
unconstitutional as a violation of the Es
tablishment Clause of the First Amend
ment. The case was the second lawsuit 
brought by atheist Michael A. Newdow, 
who objects to the words "under God," 
and hopes to silence all schoolchildren 
from reciting the Pledge. 

N ewdow won his first lawsuit against 
the Pledge in 2002 in the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, but the Supreme Court 
last year ducked deciding it by saying that 
Newdow lacked standing because of cus
todial issues with his daughter's mother. 
When Newdow filed his second suit this 
year, he bolstered his cause by including 
two other sets of parents as co-plaintiffs. 

Attacks on the Pledge have prompted 
a rebuttal from Harvard Professor Samuel 
Huntington. He said, "Unbelievers do not 
have to recite the pledge, or engage in any 
religiously tainted practice of which they 
disapprove. They also, however, do not 
have the right to impose their atheism on 
all those Americans whose beliefs now 
and historically have defined America as 
a religious nation." 

When Congress adjourned for the 
year 2004, the U.S. Senate had failed to 
vote on the Pledge Protection Act spon
sored by Rep. Todd Akin (R-MO). The 
bill was passed by the House of Repre
sentatives in September by 247 to 173. 
The bill uses Congress's Article III power 
to withdraw jurisdiction over the Pledge 
from the courts. 

Book of the Month 

Hoodwinked: How 
Intellectual Huck
sters Have Hijacked 
American Culture, 
Jack Cashill, Nelson 
Current, 2005, 273 
pp., $24.99. 

The premise of 
Hoodwinked is a familiar one: that 
members of the "cultural establish
ment"- a cadre of intellectuals com
prised of professors, journalists, novel
ists, playwrights and scientists - hold 
views that are more liberal than those 
of most Americans and use their influ
ence to persuade the masses, or at least 
college students, to agree with them. In 
pursuit of their goals, many of these in
tellectuals have abandoned their com
mitment to the truth. Faith in the "pro
gressive" creed and their eagerness to 
proselytize the rest of us have made 
them careless and even unscrupulous. 
This book documents the most egre
gious cases of duplicity by these self
proclaimed guiding lights of society. 

One area in which progressive aca
demics have often sacrificed truth for 
propaganda is sexual morality. 
Throughout the twentieth century, the 
leftist establishment has supported 
sexual freedom, and consequently it has 
embraced any scientist whose work 
seems to provide a justification for pro
miscuity or homosexuality. Some of 
these scientists, it turns out, biased their 
data so much that their results cannot 
be taken seriously. 

For instance, in his famous study 
of male sexuality, Alfred Kinsey col
lected data from the gay underworld of 
Chicago and mixed it indiscriminately 
with the data he had obtained earlier 
from random samplings oflndiana Uni
versity students, thus skewing his results 
to suggest that homosexuality was more 
common than it actually is. Kinsey was 
guilty of worse things than bad science, 
however, including condoning the 
abuse of hundreds of children. Yet in 
spite of various exposes, the cultural es
tablishment has remained favorably dis
posed towards him: in a New York Times 
review of the recent sympathetic film 
Kinsey, this pseudo scientist is hailed 
as a "Promethean figure, liberating 
Americans from ignorance, superstition 
and hypocrisy." 

This and numerous other cases of 
academic dishonesty, including the 
works of Margaret Mead, Alex Haley 
and Ward Churchill, fill the pages of 
Hoodwinked. The perpetrators are dif
ferent in each instance, but the stories 
share a common theme - the willing
ness of progressive "luminaries" to con
done mass deception if it will promote 
their agenda. 

The value of this book lies not so 
much in its thesis, which is widely ac
cepted by conservatives, but rather in 
its meticulous assemblage and docu
mentation of the worst cases of intel
lectual malfeasance. Hoodwinked is 
passionate about the importance of truth 
in academia and public discourse. 
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F QC US : Research Disputes Benefits of Early Education 
Assessing Proposals for Preschool 
and Kindergarten: Essential Infor
mation for Parents, Taxpayers, 
and Policymakers 

by Darcy Olsen, with research 
assistance from Jennifer Martin 

Introduction 
Arizona's move toward more govern

ment preschool and kindergarten programs 
is not unprecedented. In France, Italy, and 
the United Kmgdom, there is nearly uni
versal enrollment of three-and four-year
olds in center-based institutions. A few 
states across the country have adopted simi
lar systems. Georgia created the first state
wide universal preschool program for four
year-olds in 1993, and Oklahoma, New 
York, and West Virginia have moved in a 
similar direction. In 2002, Florida voters 
adopted a constitutional amendment requir
ing the state to provide free preschool for 
every four-year-old child. 

Conservative estimates show that Ari
zona currently spends more than $410 
million annually on various day care and 
early education programs, including Head 
Start, preschool, and kindergarten. This 
estimate does not include funds for tribal 
and migrant worker programs or multiple 
funding streams used by school districts 
to fund all-day kindergarten. As 
policymakers _consider early education 
proposals, we have the opportunity to ex
amine research on preschool and kinder
garten, review experience and findings 
from domestic programs, and look to in
ternational data. 

now the norm. Despite increased enroll
ment in formal early education programs, 
student achievement has shown little to 
no improvement. To the degree that inter
national test data are instructive, 
America's decentralized early education 
system is outperforming the European 
model and excels in equipping students 
for superior achievement in the elemen
tary years. 

Implicit in Governor Napolitano's plan 
is the presumption that the state should take 
more responsibility for educating young 
children. A large majority of "child advo
cates" envision something similar, with al
most seven of 10 saying government policy 
should move toward a universal, national 
system similar to those of many European 
countries. Most parents feel otherwise. 
More than 70% of parents with young chil
dren say it is their responsibility to pay the 
costs of caring for their children, and only 
one in four would move toward a univer
sal system paid for by the government. 
Also, a majority of low-income parents 
(those earning no more than $25,000 per 
year) believes that bearing the cost is their 
responsibility and not society's. The pub
lic opinion research organization, Public 
Agenda, reports, "At the most basic level, 
parents of young children believe that hav
ing a full-time parental presence at home 
is what's best for very young children, and 
it is what most would prefer for their own 
family." 

The Governor attempts to address par
ents' concerns by saying participation in 
the programs will be voluntary. Yet it is dif-

ficult to square that 
We find strong 

evidence that the 
widespread adop
tion of preschool 
and full-day kinder
garten is unlikely to 
improve student 
achievement. For 
nearly 50 years, lo
cal, state, and fed-

"Despite increased 
enrollment in formal early 

rhetoric with a plan in
tended to make early 
education "a lockstep 
component of public 
schooling." 

education programs, 
student achievement 
has shown little to no 

Today, all 50 states 
have compulsory at
tendance laws, apply
ing generally to chil
dren between the ages 

improvement." 

eral governments and diverse private 
sources have spent billions of dollars fund
ing early education programs. Some early 
interventions have had meaningful short
term effects on disadvantaged students' 
grade-level retention and special educa
tion placement. However, the effects of 
early interventions routinely disappear 
after children leave the programs. The 
phenomenon known as "fade out" is im
portant because it means that early school
ing may be immaterial to a child's later 
school performance, or that the current 
school system as structured is unable to 
sustain those early gains. 

For mainstream children, there is little 
evidence to support the contention that for
mal preschool and kindergarten are neces
sary for school achievement or more ad
vantageous than learning in a traditional 
setting, and there is some evidence that day 
care and preschool can be detrimental. 

From 1965 to the present day, the 
United States has undergone a sea change 
in formal early education. Preschool and 
kindergarten, which were rarely used, are 

of five and 18, and many policymakers 
have been forthright in calling for extend
ing compulsory education to preschoolers. 

For example, in 2001, District of Co
lumbia councilman Kevin Chavous pro
posed the "Compulsory School Atten
dance Amendment Act" to make school 
compulsory for every preschool-aged 
child in the nation's capital. The Honor
able Zell Miller, former U.S. senator and 
Georgia governor, has also expressed a 
preference for mandatory enrollment, say
ing, "If I had a choice of pre-K or 12th 
grade being mandatory, I'd take pre-Kin 
a second." For many people who are con
vinced that preschool is a necessity, man
datory attendance becomes the next logi
cal step. As one prominent Vermont leg
islator explained when he proposed a 
study on the cost of compulsory preschool 
for three-and four-year-olds, compulsion 
is the only way to guarantee that children 
have an equal opportunity for education. 

Fundamentally, the preschool and 
kindergarten debate is not about the ef
fectiveness or expense of the programs. 
At heart is the question of in whose hands 

the responsibility for young children 
should rest. On that question, plans to 
entrench the state further into early edu
cation cannot be squared with a free soci
ety that cherishes the primacy of the fam
ily over the state. 

What Do We Know? 
Understanding the Research 

fects on disadvantaged students' cognitive 
ability, grade-level retention, and special 
education placement. However, most re
search also indicates that the effects of 
early interventions disappear after chil
dren leave the programs. 

This finding helps explain why two 
researchers can look at the same study and 
reach different conclusions: the National 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
studies, for instance, which have received 
significant press coverage and are dis
cussed later in detail, show a slight ad
vantage for full-day kindergartners over 
half-day kindergartners as measured at the 
end of the kindergarten year. Critically, 
however, they show no differences in aca-

Policymakers are interested in early 
education for several reasons. Some pro
ponents see preschool and kindergarten as 
a politically palatable way to subsidize day 
care. The primary argument made by Ari
zona policymakers, including governor 
Janet Napolitano, state superintendent of 
public instruction Tom Home, and the State 
School Readiness demic achievement 
Board, is that more "There is no evidence that between the two 

earl~ learning will ••• early instruction has gr?upsbytheendof 
provide the expen- th1rd grade. 
ences and environ- lasting benefits, and The phenom-

ment necessary to considerable evidence that ~non k~~":'n as 
promote the healthy fade out 1s nnpor-
development of it can do lasting harm ... " tanttodiscussionsof 
children, leading to preschool and kin-
subsequent school achievement. For ex- dergarten because it means that early 
ample, schooling may not measurably affect a 

• 

• 

• 

State superintendent of public instruc
tion Tom Home writes, "Studies show 
that a dollar spent on academically 
oriented all-day kindergarten can 
equal more than $7 or $8 spent in later 
grades in producing the same aca
demic progress." 
Governor Janet Napolitano writes, 
"Extensive research shows that full-
day kindergarten improves students' 
reading, writing and math skills, and 
it contributes to lower dropout rates." 
The State School Readiness Board 
writes, "Full day kindergarten can 
lower grade retention, improve lan
guage and math skills, lead to higher 
achievement test scores in eighth 
grade, and improve attendance and 
social skills." 

Unfortunately, most of the research 
informing those statements is limited in 
its applicability to mainstream students 
and plagued by methodological shortcom
ings, including small sample size, high at
trition rates, infrequent random selection, 
and infrequent use of comparison groups. 
Some of the research has been wholly dis
credited. 

For instance, Superintendent Home 
suggests that one dollar invested in full
day kindergarten can save seven dollars 
in later years. Although he does not 
specify, this figure appears to be based on 
a flawed cost-benefit analysis from one 
study of 123 children conducted from 
1962-1965, which independent peer re
viewers found to be compromised by sig
nificant sampling and methodological er
rors. It also lacks the ability to inform the 
preschool discussion for mainstream chil
dren because it included only children at 
risk of"retarded intellectual functioning." 
Further undermining confidence in the re
sults is the fact that its findings have never 
been replicated. 

Taken as a whole, a review of the re
search shows that some early interven
tions have had meaningful short-term ef-

child's later academic performance. How
ever, if fade out occurs, not because pro
grams are ineffective, but because the 
schools children later attend are unable to 
maintain those gains, then it is reasonable 
to conclude that preschool and kindergar
ten will not result in lasting gains unless or 
until elementary and secondary schools are 
significantly improved. Either conclusion 
points invariably to the need for reform 
within the current school system. 

As will be discussed later, the few in
stances in which research has shown the 
potential of early intervention for improv
ing children's long-term outcomes, the 
research has been conducted on severely 
disadvantaged children only in intense 
settings involving a level of intervention 
far different from either preschool or kin
dergarten. For instance, in the widely cited 
Abecedarian program, children were 
placed in the program as infants, at the 
average age of just over four months old. 
... The studies that have been conducted 
on mainstream children generally do not 
show benefits from early education pro
grams. According to David Weikart, past 
president of the High/Scope Educational 
Research Foundation responsible for 
Perry Preschool, "For middle-class 
youngsters with a good economic basis, 
most programs are not able to show much 
in the way of difference." 

A significant body of research shows 
that formal early education can be detri
mental to mainstream children. David 
Elkind, professor of child development at 
Tufts University and author of numerous 
books on cognitive and social development 
in children and adolescents, explains: 

The image of child competence in
troduced in the I 960s was intended 
to remedy some of the social inequali
ties visited upon low-income chil
dren. But the publicity given the ar
guments of child competence was 

(See Focus, page 4) 
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'Ihanks-living l:{ime 
The Extraordinary Example of the Pilgrims 
by Deborah Brezina 

It has been well-said that education is 
what one generation transmits to the next 
generation in order to make them 
successful. Results of a recent 
survey conducted by the Ameri
can Council of Trustees and 
Alumni entitled "Losing 
America's Memory- Histori
cal Illiteracy in the 21st Century" 
revealed not one course in 
American History was required 
for graduation in any of America's top 55 
colleges and universities - not one. The 
survey's dismal findings prompted the 
council's President, Anne Neal, to state: 
"We are now defending our civilization and 
a generation does not know what to de
fend or why to defend it." 1 

A few years ago, a school district in 
Wisconsin published a directive on holi
days for teachers: "Thanksgiving is a na
tional custom. Please try to avoid religious 
connotations." 2 This directive falls right 
in line with an absurd statement published 
in several textbooks used by first-graders 
across America regarding the "real mean
ing" ofThanksgiving: "The Pilgrims gave 
thanks to the Indians." 

As never before, it is vital we know 
the origins of our unique holiday of 
Thanksgiving. 

Americans have always been taught 
that the Pilgrims came to the New World 
exclusively for freedom of religion. This 
is only partly true. Why? Because they al
ready had it! A decade prior to their voy
age on the Mayflower, the little band of 
Separatists fled Britain under persecution 
and settled in Holland. There they enjoyed 
a measure of religious freedom, but had 
become increasingly concerned about the 
influences on their children by a more lib
ertine Dutch society. Upon their return to 
England, the group of pilgrims seeking a 
new world sought permission from King 
James to embark for the shores of 
America. Departing on two ships from 
Southampton in August 1620, the Pilgrims 
were turned back eight days later due to 
the unseaworthy Speedwell. On the third 
attempt, the Pilgrims and the crew of the 
Mayflower set sail in September of 1620. 
For two and a half months, 102 men, 
women, and children lived most of the 
journey below the decks in a space about 
the size of a volleyball comi. 3 No hatches 
open due to continuous storms, dimly lit 
by a few lanterns, no cooking of meals, 
no sanitation, day after day, night after 
night they tossed in the belly of a small 
ship alone in the North Atlantic. 

Midway through the voyage, a fierce 
storm arose. The Mayflower was on her 
side, her main beam cracked. The little 
wooden world threatened to break apart. 
Even the captain and crew feared it was 
the end. The Pilgrims helped in the only 
way they could. They prayed. Then, Pas
tor William Brewster remembered one vi
tal piece of cargo. To shore up the main 
beam, the Pilgrims ingeniously used the 
giant screw from their printing press! The 
ship was saved. 

On November 9, 1620, the Pilgrims 
heard the jubilant cry "land ho!" On No-

vember 11 the Mayflower dropped anchor 
inside a natural harbor. Knowing they had 
blown off course and were now set to em
bark onto uncharted land under the juris-

diction of no one, they had to make a 
crucial decision. Under whose au

thority would they be governed? 
Before a single man stepped off 

the ship, they signed in unison 
what we now know as The 
Mayflower Compact. Here in 
its first lines, the Pilgrims tell 
us why they came to America: 

In the Name of God. Amen ... Having 
undertaken for the glory of God and 
the advancement of the Christian 
faith ... 

The weary band of travelers knew 
they had mere weeks to clear land and 
build shelter before the onset of winter. 
By December, many Pilgrims began dy
ing. Sometimes at the rate of3 or 4 a day, 
the "general sickness" would continue 
through the following March. By Spring, 
one-half had been buried in their "prom
ised land." This served to bind them to
gether as never before. 

Not long after, the "turning point" for 
Plymouth Colony presented itself in the 
form and face of an unlikely visitor. On a 
"fair Friday" in the middle of March, a 
cry was heard, "Indian coming!" 4 Walk
ing up the main path of the village, a tall 
well-built figure clad only in loin cloth 
boomed out in flawless English, "Wel
come!" The startled Pilgrims replied 
back, "Welcome!" Here was Samoset, a 
visitor from a northern tribe of Algonquins 
and a guest of the local chief, Massasoit. 
The Pilgrims offered him their very best. 
He ate and was satisfied. He told them of 
the Patuxets, a fierce and murderous tribe 
who had lived in the area. Every member 
had mysteriously died the year before. 
The Pilgrims heard nothing else from 
Samoset until he returned the next week 
with another Indian. 

His name was Squanto. The Pilgrims 
would come to call him "God's Instrument." 

Squanto taught the Pilgrims stalking, 
hunting, fishing, planting, and trapping. 
Their wonderful friend showed them how 
to fish for cod by using traps. Soon they 
were not just fishing, but harvesting this 
necessary source of nourishment. Fields 
of corn and pumpkins, vegetables not 
known in England, supplemented their 
staples of carrots, onions, and cabbages. 
Crops were now flourishing because 
"God's Instrument" taught them to fertil
ize each row with small fishes. 

He showed them which herbs and ber
ries were good to eat and good for medi
cines. He taught them how to hunt bea
ver, deer, and turkeys and even how to 
glean maple syrup from the generous sup
ply of trees. The land of plenty was pro
viding not only needs, but abundance 

In November, a full year after their 
arrival, Governor Bradford called for a 
day of prayer and thanksgiving: 

To set apart this day of Solemn 
Thanksgiving ... that the Lord may 
behold us as a people offering praise 
and thereby glorifying Him. 5 

The Pilgrims invited their new friends 
for a feast. Chief Massasoit and Squanto 
came - along with 90 braves! Bearing 
gifts of five dressed deer and a dozen fat 
wild turkeys, the guests helped with prepa
rations, teaching the Pilgrim women how 
to make hoecakes from the com and a tasty 
pudding with sweet maple syrup. The 
women showed their guests how to make 
delicious fruit pies with the bountiful ber
ries. The Indians taught the Pilgrims how 
to roast com kernels till they popped 
fluffy and white - popcom! 6 

The settlers and their guests 
participated in games with bow 
and arrow, musket shooting, 
foot races, and wrestling 
matches. With great joy and 
merriment, the first Thanksgiving lasted 
three days because Massasoit did not want 
to go home! 

Of Plymouth Plantation is the account 
of the life of the Pilgrims written by Gov
ernor William Bradford. His message is 
to all generations who would follow the 
example of those who marked the way: 

As one small candle may light a 
thousand, so the light kindled here 
has shown unto many, yea in some 
sort to your whole nation ... we have 
noted these things so that you might 
see their worth and not negligently 
lose what your fathers have obtained 
with so much hardship. 

The example of the Pilgrims is age
less and unchanging. Sealed in the col
lective memory of Americans for four cen
turies, they are cherished not because of 

Focus (Continued from page 3) 

read and heard by educators and 
middle-class parents as well ... For 
this reason it was uncritically appro
priated for middle-class children by 
parents and educators. While the im
age of childhood competence has 
served a useful function for low-in
come children and children with spe
cial needs, it has become the ratio
nale for the miseducation of middle
class children .... 

Elkind explains that children who re
ceive academic instruction too early -
generally before age six or seven - are 
often put at risk for no apparent gain. By 
attempting to teach the wrong things at 
the wrong time, early instruction can per
manently damage a child's self-esteem, 
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what they preached, but for how they 
lived. The Pilgrims gave thanks to God 
not only FOR all things, but IN all things. 
They achieved something no one or no 
group of individuals had ever achieved in 
history. The result would be what Ben
jamin Franklin would one day call "the 
Divine Experiment." 

The celebration of the holiday of 
Thanksgiving is basic to 
who we are as a people. 
It provides the reasons 
our nation came to be. 
Does it have "religious 

connotations"? The histori
cal record leaves no doubt. 

This Thanksgiving, as we gather 
around tables filled to overflowing with 

the bounty of the most blessed nation in 
the history of man, let us remember who 
we were so we may be who we ought. 

Deborah Brezina authored a high school 
curriculum on history, law, and government 
entitled A Legacy of Liberty. Her book, The 
Spirit of Churchill, is due out in March. 

Footnotes: 
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4 Ibid. 
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Americas Providential History, Providence 
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David Manuel, Fleming H. Revell Co., 1977 

reduce a child's natural eagerness to learn, 
and block a child's natural gifts and tal
ents. He concludes, 

There is no evidence that such early 
instruction has lasting benefits, and 
considerable evidence that it can do 
lasting harm ... If we do not wake up 
to the potential danger of these harm
ful practices, we may do serious dam
age to a large segment of the next gen
eration .... 

Darcy Olsen is President and CEO of the 
Goldwater Institute. The full report 
(POLICY report, Goldwater Institute, No. 
201, Feb. 8, 2005) is available with foot
notes at: http://wwwgoldwaterinstitute.org/ 
pdf/materials/542.pdf ~ 


