
EDUCATION 
Brain Scans Prove 
Phonics Works Best 

Phonics-based remedial reading in
struction works best, according to a 
"landmark study" led by Yale University 
medical researchers. Not only do chil
dren tutored in phonics end up better read
ers, but their brains are stimulated to re
spond to written material in the same 
manner as the brains of good readers. The 
investigation also concludes that non-phon
ics-based remedial instruction fails to im
prove reading skills or to ignite activity in 
areas of the brain that have been linked to 
effective reading. 

The investigators administered read
ing tests and functional magnetic reso
nance imaging scans at the beginning and 
end of the school year to three volunteer 
groups of children, aged 6 to 9. The scans 
were taken as each pupil tried to identify 
written letters that matched spoken let
ters. 

One group consisted of 3 7 below
normal readers who were tutored for 50 
minutes each day on how to recognize 
sounds represented by individual letters 
or groups of letters. A second group of 
12 below-normal readers were tutored 
using standard (non-phonics) remedial 
techniques employed by their school sys
tems. The third group of 28 above-aver
age readers received regular classroom 
instruction. 

At the end of the year, the poor read
ers tutored on phoneme recognition sig
nificantly improved their reading skills, 
while the other group of poor readers did 
not. The brain scans showed a marked 
increase in activity in the part of the brain 
associated with reading skills among the 

pupils tutored in phonics ~ almost 
matching the neural activity of pupils who 
were already good readers. No such in
creased activity occurred in the brains of 
the below-average readers who did not 
receive phoneme-based tutoring. 

"Good teaching can change the brain 
in a way that has the potential to benefit 
struggling readers," concludes researcher 
Sally Shaywitz, a pediatrician at the Yale 
School of Medicine. The study was pub
lished in the May issue of Biological Psy
chiatry. Neuroscientist Bruce D. 
McCandliss of Cornell University called 
the report a "landmark study" that builds 
on similar findings by other research 
teams tracking much smaller numbers of 
poor readers given phonological instruc
tion. (Science News, 5-8-04) 
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Illustration from Turbo Reader 

The reading instruction given in el
ementary grades to several generations of 
American children has relied on methods 
other than phonics, including "whole lan
guage." At least one in five U.S. school
children of average or above-average in
telligence suffers severe difficulties in 

(See Phonics, page 2) 

Singer with College Degree Laments 
Her 3rd -Grade Reading Skills 

Actress, opera singer and former 
Miss Black Ohio Veronica Lewis sent an 
emotional letter to New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg in April describing 
how she graduated from college with only 
3rd-grade reading skills. 

Lewis, who has toured worldwide 
with productions of the Gershwin opera 
Porgy and Bess and now lives in New 
York, commended the mayor for demand
ing Jr<l-grade reading tests and holding 
back pupils who fail them. "To read in 
person is almost impossible for me," she 
wrote. 'Tm crying as I write these 
words." 

Lewis went to school in Indianapo
lis. Reading was taught by rote in her 
elementary school. "You either got it or 
you didn't," she told the New York Post 
(4-29-04). "The majority ofus didn't get 
it at the time." Nevertheless, she pro
ceeded to a high school "voted the 12th 

best high school in America," which 
graduated her in 1976 with a severe read-

ing deficiency. "They just kept passing 
me," she said. A's in math offset her D's 
in English. 

At Marian College, a small liberal-arts 
school, Lewis's instructors did not be
come aware of her handicap until senior 
year. Intensive one-on-one instruction 
pulled her through. Still, she has "such a 
phobia of reading in public." 

"Reading is the greatest thing in the 
world," she wrote to Mayor Bloomberg. 
"The ones who learned it at the right time 
in life will never understand the pain one 
has when one can't." 

At least 10,000 of the 80,000 New 
York City 3rd-graders who took citywide 
reading math tests in April are expected 
to be held back next year under Mayor 
Bloomberg's controversial decision to end 
social promotion. The city will provide 
specially tailored summer school, inten
sive instruction for retained 3rd-graders 
in the fall, additional teacher training, and 
smaller Jr<l-grade classes. (Education Week, 

6-16-04) 

REPORTER 
Political Activism Takes 
Center Stage with the NEA 

To no one's surprise, the annual Na
tional Education Association convention 
voted six to one (7,390 to 1,153), to en
dorse John Kerry for President. 

The head of the NEA, Reg Weaver, 
opened the annual convention in July in 
Washington, DC with a call for public 
school teachers and employees to mobi
lize to defeat President Bush this fall. He 
said the union's political activism "takes 
center stage," and he predicted that "our 
2.7 million members can be the X-factor 
in this election." 

For the 2004 political campaign, the 
NEA will "partner" with the leftwing or
ganizations MoveOn.org, ACORN (As
sociation of Community Organizations for 
Reform Now), and the pro-Democratic 
Campaign for America's Future in order 
to achieve "the largest mobilization for 
education ever." Through a nationwide 
political strategy called "house parties" to 
be held on September 22, these activists 
will plan political rallies, register voters, 
meet with congressional candidates, and 
organize a get-out-the-vote program to 
cover teachers and parents. Two thou
sand delegates to the NEA convention 
signed up to be house party hosts. 

During the convention, delegates con
tributed more than $1.25 million toward 
the NEA's political war chest. That is 
only a small part of the direct political ex
penditures the NEA will make this year. 
In the last two-year election cycle, NEA 
PAC took in $7.2 million that was used 
for direct contributions to candidates' 
campaigns. 

John Kerry was to have been the 
convention's headline speaker, but he 
stood them up, choosing that very day to 
announce his choice of John Edwards as 
his running mate. The delegates were 
more than pleased with his replacement, 
Hillary Clinton, who was introduced as 
"one of our closest allies; she's so close, 
in fact, that she needs no further intro
duction." 

Hillary brought the delegates to their 
feet with what the NEA's official news
paper called her "sharp wit," such as, "We 
are one day closer to the end of the Bush
Cheney Administration." Actually, she 
was just a warmup for a showing of 
Michael Moore's anti-Bush movie, "Fahr
enheit 9/11," right after her speech. 

The NEA's lobbying goals for next 
year's Congress in
clude federal fund
ing for public 
school child care, 
early childhood 
programs that are 
school-based, be

fore- and after-school programs, big 
spending for school counselors, and 
school-based health care for children. 

The NEA's non-education-related lob
bying goals include funding for the Na
tional Endowment for the Arts, a national 

Button worn by those who promised to be 
hosts of NEA house parties on Sept. 22. 

universal health care system, reparations 
to African Americans, statehood for the 
District of Columbia, taxpayer funding of 
federal elections, and a national holiday 
for Cesar Chavez. The NEA's foreign 
policy goals include ratification of the 
United Nations treaties on the Rights of 
the Child and on Discrimination against 
Women. 

The NEA's feminist lobbying goals 
include "reproductive freedom without 
governmental intervention" (but, of 
course, with tax funding), affirmative 
action, assigning women to military com
bat, and the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The NEA's gay goals include a federal stat
ute prohibiting employment discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation, income 
tax benefits for domestic partners, and 
hate crimes legislation. 

The NEA opposes all varieties of 
school choice, tuition tax credits, vouch
ers, parental option or "choice" in educa
tion programs, designating English as our 
official language, and any possible action 
that might impinge on the secularists' 
notion of"separation of church and state." 

The convention opened with an in
vocation by the president of the National 
Council ofUrban Education Associations. 
A few delegates complained that his mes
sage sounded suspiciously like a reading 
from the Democratic Party platform. 

Washington, D.C. Mayor Anthony 
Williams was not on hand to welcome the 
delegates to the nation's capital because 
he supports school vouchers, a politically 
incorrect position for NEA speakers. The 
delegates were welcomed instead by U.S. 
Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, who 
used her time at the podium to pitch for 
her legislation to give congressional rep
resentation to the District of Columbia. 

The speakers voiced the usual com
plaints about a stingy Congress not ap
propriating enough money for education. 
In fact, federal spending on Title 1 has 
increased 51 percent since Bush took of
fice. Title I spending (for low-income 
schools) has increased from $8.8 billion 
in the Clinton administration to $13 .3 bil
lion this year. 
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95% of colleges are "wide-open" 
to homeschoolers, versus seven years 
ago when fewer than half of colleges 
made it possible or easy for 
homeschoolers to apply, according to 
Chris Klicka, senior legal counsel for 
the Home School Legal Defense As
sociation. (Washington Times, 5-10-04) 

High school grades keep climbing, 
but not test scores. The typical 
grade-point average of a high school 
senior in 2000 was 2.94, or almost a 
B, according to an Education Depart
ment sampling of 21,000 transcripts 
in public and private schools. Ten 
years earlier, the average was 2.68. 
Meanwhile, reading scores stayed flat 
throughout the 1990s and math and 
science scores leveled out after 1992. 

Separate middle schools qu.es
ticmed. A report released by the 
RAND Corp. in March questions 
whether middle school students 
should be in separate schools at all 
during such an emotionally turbulent 
stage of life. American students in 
grades 6 to 8 feel unsafe, socially iso
lated and academically unchallenged. 
Middle schools and junior highs "be
came the norm more because of so
cial and demographic reasons, and not 
so much because of any empirical 
basis for their existence," states the 
principal author, Jaana Juvonen. The 
middle school years are when Ameri
can students start to lag behind stu
dents in other countries. School sys
tems in Baltimore, Cincinnati, New 
York City and Philadelphia have be
gun returning to traditional K-8 schools 
or high schools for grades 6-12, and 
more districts may follow suit. (Edu
cation Week, 3-17-04) 

The NEA Convention New Business 
Item 29 calls for establishing an an
nual electronic discussion bulletin 
board called "National Directory of 
Successful Diversity Day Programs." 
This will feature programs adminis
tered by public school districts that 
celebrate National Multicultural Diver
sity Day (NMDD), which is annually 
observed on the 3rd Monday in Oc
tober. 
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NEA Votes Against Homeschoolers 
The NEA again made its animosity 

against homeschoolers heard loud and 
clear. The resolution against home
schooling demanded that all instruction 
be given by teachers licensed by the state 
education licensure agency, and that the 
curriculum be approved by the state de
partment of education. The NEA also 
took the position that homeschooled stu
dents should not be allowed to participate 
in any extracurricular activities in public 
schools. Obviously, homeschooling is the 
only thing the powerful and wealthy NEA 
union fears. 

Homeschoolers, who are one of the 
fastest growing movements in America 
today, are more and more demanding their 
right to compete in high school sports 
along with public school students. After 
all, homeschooling families pay taxes to 
finance the public schools, and they 
should not be excluded from the benefits. 

Michigan homeschooling parents filed 
suit to get the public schools to permit 
homeschoolers to play on the sports 
teams, but the Michigan Court of Appeals 
sided with the public schools and upheld 
the exclusion of homeschoolers. West 

Virginia, on the other 
hand, reached the op
posite conclusion. 
Noting that home
schoolers are already 
allowed to participate 
in the school band, the 
West Virginia court ordered the schools 
to rewrite their policies to allow partici
pation in sports, too. 

Pennsylvania has taken a middle 
ground, permitting local school districts 
to make their own decisions about admit
ting or excluding homeschoolers from 
sports teams, The trend is toward in
creasing access. More than half of Penn
sylvania schools now allow home-edu
cated students to compete in public school 
sports. 

Homeschoolers have come a long way 
since the days when parents had to con
ceal what they were doing from local au
thorities for fear they would be accused 
of child abuse for not sending their chil
dren to public school. Now it's becom
ing conventional wisdom that 
homeschoolers usually do better academi
cally than public school students. 

Alternatives to NEA Gain Force 
Non-union teacher associations are 

eroding the clout of the NEA, attracting 
at least 250,000 members in 18 states 
with lower dues, a less-confrontational 
attitude toward school boards, and fewer 
social pronouncements than the NEA. 
Meanwhile, NEA membership and rev
enue have flattened. In Texas, Missouri, 
Georgia and perhaps Mississippi, non
union association members now outnum
ber those in the NEA. 

In states with collective-bargaining 
laws for public employees, teachers must 
either join a union or pay the union 
"agency fees" for services, so that as a 
practical matter there is no alternative to 
the union. But in the approximately 20 
states without such collective-bargaining 
laws, state legislatures or local school 

boards typically set teacher salaries, so 
teachers increasingly have the option of 
joining non-union professional associa
tions. Many of these associations do not 
endorse political candidates or take posi
tions on non-educational issues, in con
trast to the NEA. 

An exception is the non-union Mis
souri State Teachers Association, which 
was instrumental in stopping a 1999 union
backed bill in the state legislature allow
ing collective bargaining for public em
ployees. The bill would have empow
ered the NEA affiliate in most districts to 
bargain for all teachers, and thus threat
ened the role of the non-union associa
tion. Since then, the association has taken 
sides in state legislative races. (Wall Street 

Journal, 2-28-04) 

AFT Backs erry, Too ' ,r 

The American Federation of Teach
ers (AFT) endorsed John Kerry for presi
dent on July 16, confim1-ing his support 
from both major teachers unions. The 
AFT plans to work for Kerry, putting paid 
staff in the most contested states and as
signing its volunteer corps to campaign 
for him. The 1.3-million member AFT is 
composed primarily of public school 
teachers but also includes health care 
workers, college faculty and government 
workers. 

Keny personally addressed the AFT 

Phonics (Continued/rampage 1) -

learning to read. These problems stem 
mainly from a child's difficulty in recog
nizing the correspondence between spo
ken sounds and written letters, a panel of 
educators and scientists (including Dr. 
Shaywitz) convened by Congress con
cluded in 2000. 

In spite of the mounting evidence, 
school districts have resisted the use of 
systematic phonics instruction in the first 
grade. The new Yale study should be a 
catalyst for change. ~ 

convention, promising that his first presi
dential priority would be financial support 
for schools. He pledged to spend at least 
$27 million more than the cuuent bud
get, and to do it by rolling back part of 
Bush's tax cuts. 
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Abortion and 
Gay Rights 
Controversies 

At the NEA convention, a motion was 
made calling for the NEA to take no posi

tion on abortion. This would have brought 
an end to the pro-abortion resolutions 
passed every year and also would have 
stopped the NEA from spending Asso
ciation money on pro-abortion activities. 

The motion failed on a standing vote, but 
it was the closest the NEA ever came to 
terminating its pro-abortion position. 

The gay rights lobby exercises more 

influence at each successive NEA con
vention. This year, the Virginia Uribe 
Award for Creative Leadership in Human 

Rights was 
presented at 
the NEA's hu-
man rights dinner to Kevin Jennings of 

the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Net

work (GLSEN), whose stated goals "ex
tend to incorporating homosexual con
cepts into all curriculum." 

Jennings is remembered as the key

note speaker at an infamous OLSEN con
ference at Tufts University in 2000 which 
caused a huge furor in Boston when it 

became known that HIV/ AIDS coordina-
tors had discussed ways to perform vari
ous homosexual acts with teenage stu
dents. 

GLSEN's publications state that its 
mission is "about changing schools and 

school culture around [homosexual] is

sues and people." Its website says that 
its goals extend to "holding diversity semi

nars for teachers and students and en

suring that only positive discussions about 
homosexuality are allowed into elemen
tary school classrooms, including kinder

garten." 
The NEA maintains a Standing Com

mittee on Sexual Orientation and Gen

der Identification, which provides elabo
rate reports of its activities to the con
vention. This committee monitors the 

implementation of the NEA's recommen
dations in regard to sexual orientation 

and diversity. 
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A-2. Educational Opportunity for Alt 
The Association believes that all schools 
must be accredited under uniform stan
dards established by the appropriate agen
cies in collaboration with the Association 
and its affiliates. 

A-lL Use of Closed Public School 
Buildings. The Association believes that 
closed public school buildings should be 
sold or leased only to those organizations 
that do not provide direct educational ser
vices to students and/or are not in direct 
competition with public schools. 

A-14. Financial Support of Public Edu
cation. The Association believes that: 
• Funds must be provided for programs 
to alleviate race, gender, and sexual ori
entation discrimination and to eliminate 
portrayal of race, gender, sexual orienta
tion and gender identification stereotypes 
in the public schools. 
• Full-day, every day kindergarten pro
grams should be fully funded. 

A-15. Federal Financial Support of 
Public Education. The Association be
lieves that funding for federal programs 
should be substantially increased, not 
merely redistributed among states. The 
Association opposes any federal legisla
tion, laws, or regulations that provide 
funds, goods, or services to sectarian 
schools. 

A-24. Voucher Plans and Tuition Tax 
Credits. The National Education Asso
ciation believes that voucher plans, tuition 
tax credits, or other funding arrangements 
that use tax monies to subsidize pre-K 
through 12 private school education can 
undermine public education; reduce the 
support needed to fund public education 
adequately; cause racial, economic, and 
social segregation of students; and 
threaten the constitutional separation of 
church and state. The Association op
poses voucher plans, tuition tax credits, 
or other such funding arrangements that 
pay for students to attend sectarian 
schools. 

A-31. Federally or State-Mandated 
Choice/Parental. Option Plans. The 
Association believes that federally or state 
mandated parental option or choice plans 
compromise free, equitable, universal, and 
quality public education for every student. 
Therefore, the Association opposes such 
federally or state-mandated choice or pa
rental option plans. 

B-1. Early Childhood Education. The 
National Education Association supports 
early childhood education programs in the 
public schools for children from birth 
through age eight. The Association also 
supports a high-quality program of tran
sition from home and/or preschool to the 
public kindergaiien or first grade. This 
transition should include communication 
and cooperation among parents/ guardians, 
the preschool staff, and the public school 
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solutions Pass 
onvention in shin n,D 
staff. The Association also believes that 
early childhood education programs 
should include a full continuum of ser
vices for parents/guardians and children, 
including child care, child development, 
developmentally appropriate and diversity
based cmTicula, special education, and 
appropriate bias-free screening devices. 
The Association believes that federal leg
islation should be enacted to assist in or
ganizing the implementation of fully 
funded early childhood education pro
grams offered through the public schools. 
These programs must be available to all 
children on an equal basis and should in
clude mandatory kindergarten with com
pulsory attendance. 

B-6. Class Size. The National Educa
tion Association believes that excellence 
in the classroom can best be attained by 
small class size. The Association also 
believes in an optimum class size of fif
teen students in regular programs and a 
proportionately lower number in programs 
for students with exceptional needs. 

B-7. Diversity. The National Education 
Association believes that similarities and 
differences among races, ethnicity, color, 
national origin, language, geographic lo
cation, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identification, age, physical abil
ity, size, occupation, and marital, paren
tal, or economic status form the fabric of 
a society. The Association also believes 
that education should foster the values of 
appreciation and acceptance of the vari
ous qualities that pe1iain to people as in
dividuals and as members of diverse popu
lations. The Association further believes 
in the importance of observances, pro
grams and curricula that accurately por
tray ai1d recognize the roles, contributions, 
cultures, and history of these diverse 
groups and individuals. 

B-8. Racial Diversity Within Student 
Populations. The Association believes 
that to achieve or maintain racial diver
sity, it may be necessary for elementary/ 
secondary schools, colleges, and univer
sities to take race into account in making 
decisions as to student admissions, as
signments, and/or transfers. 

B-9. Racfam, Sexism, Sexual Orien
tation and Gender Identification Dis
crimination. Discrimination and stereo
typing based on such factors as race, 
gender, immigration status, disability, 
ethnicity, occupation, sexual orientation 
and gender identification must be elimi
nated. Plans, activities, and programs 
must-
♦ Increase respect, understanding, ac
ceptance, and sensitivity toward individu
als and groups in a diverse society com
posed of such groups as American Indi
ans/ Alaska natives, Asians and Pacific Is
landers, Blacks, Hispanics, women, gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, transgendered people, 
and people with disabilities 

♦ Eliminate discrimination and stereotyp
ing in curricula, textbooks, resource and 
instructional materials, activities, etc. 
♦ Foster the dissemination and use of 
nondiscriminatory and nonstereotypical 
language, resources, practices, and ac
tivities 
♦ Integrate an accurate portrayal of the 
roles and contributions of all groups 
throughout history across curricula, par
ticularly groups who have been under
represented historically 
♦ Eliminate subtle practices that favor the 
education of one student over another on 
the basis of race, ethnicity, gender, dis
ability, sexual orientation or gender iden
tification 
♦ Encourage all members of the educa
tional community to examine assumptions 
and prejudices, including, but not limited 
to, racism, sexism, and homophobia, that 
might limit the opportunities and growth 
of students and education employees 
♦ Offer positive and diverse role models 
in our society including the recruitment, 
hiring, and promotion of diverse educa
tion employees in our public schools 
♦ Coordinate with organizations and con
cerned agencies that promote the contri
butions, heritage, culture, history, and 
special health and care needs of diverse 
population groups 
The Association encourages its affiliates 
to develop and implement training pro
grams on these matters. 

B-17. Education of Refugee and Un
documented. Children and Children of 
Undocumented Immigrants. The Na
tional Education Association believes that, 
regardless of the immigration status of 
students or their parents, every student 
has the right to a free public education. 
The Association further believes that stu
dents who have resided in the United 
States for at least five years at the time of 
high school graduation should be granted 
amnesty by the Immigration and Natural
ization Service, granted legal residency 
status, and allowed to apply for U.S. citi
zenship. 

B-22. Educational Programs for En
glish Language Learners. The Asso
ciation believes that ELL students should 
be placed in bilingual education programs 
to receive instruction in their native lan
guage from qualified teachers until such 
time as English proficiency is achieved. 

B-31. Multicultural Education. The 
National Education Association believes 
that multiculturalism is the process of 
valuing differences and incorporating the 
values identified into behavior for the goal 
of achieving the common good. Multi
cultural education should promote the rec
ognition of individual and group differ
ences and similarities in order to reduce 
racism, homophobia, ethnic and all other 
forms of prejudice, and discrimination and 
to develop self-esteem as well as respect 
for others. 

B-32. Global Education. The National 
Education Association believes that glo
bal education imparts information about 
cultures and an appreciation of our inter
dependency in sharing the world's re
sources to meet mutual human needs. 

B-34. School-to-Work/Career Educa
tion. Career education must be intenvo
ven into the total educational system and 
should include programs in gender-free 
career awareness and exploration to aid 
students in career course selection. 

B-39. Family Life Education" The As
sociation believes that programs should 
be established for both students and par
ents/guardians and supported at all edu
cational levels to promote -
♦ The development of self-esteem 
♦ Understanding of societal issues and 
problems related to children, spouses, par
ents/guardians, domestic partners, older 
generation family members, and other 
family members. 
The Association also believes that educa
tion in these areas must be presented as 
part of an anti-biased, culturally-sensitive 
program. 

B-40. Sex Edu.cation. The Association 
recognizes that the public school must 
assume an increasingly important role in 
providing the instruction, Teachers and 
health professionals must be qualified to 
teach in this area and must be legally pro
tected from censorship and lawsuits. 
The Association also believes that to fa
cilitate the realization of human potential, 
it is the right of every individual to live in 
an environment of freely available infor
mation and knowledge about sexuality and 
encourages affiliates and members to sup
port appropriately established sex educa
tion programs. Such programs should 
include information on sexual abstinence, 
birth control and family planning, diver
sity of culture, diversity of sexual orienta
tion and gender identification, parenting 
skills, prenatal care, sexually transmitted 
diseases, incest, sexual abuse, sexual ha
rassment, homophobia. 

B-41. HIV/AIDS Education. The Na
tional Education Association believes that 
educational institutions should establish 
comprehensive acquired human immuno
deficiency virus (HIV) and acquired im
munodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) edu
cation programs as an integral part of the 
school curriculum. 

B-43. Environmental Edu.cation, The 
Association supports educational pro
grams that promote -
♦ An awareness of the effects of past, 
present, and future population growth 
patterns on world civilization, human sur
vival, and the environment 
♦ Solutions to such problems as pollu
tion, global warming, ozone depletion, and 
acid precipitation and deposition 

(Continued on page 4) 
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♦ The recognition of and participation in 
such activities as Earth Day 

B-49. Education on Peace and Inter
national Understanding. The National 
Education Association believes that edu
cational strategies for teaching peace and 
justice issues should include the role of 
individuals, social movements, interna
tional and nongovernmental organizations. 
The Association also believes that educa
tional materials should include activities 
dealing with the effects of nuclear weap
onry and other weapons of mass destruc
tion, strategies for disarmament, and 
methods to achieve peace. Such materi
als should also cover major contributing 
factors to conflict, such as economic dis
parity, demographic variables, unequal 
political power and resource distribution, 
and the indebtedness of the developing 
world. 

B-54. Conflict Resolution Education. 
The National Education Association sup
ports the adoption and use, at all educa
tional levels, of proven conflict-resolution 
strategies, materials, and activities by 
school districts, education employees, 
students, parents/guardians, and the 
school community to encourage nonvio
lent resolution of interpersonal and soci
etal conflicts. 

B-57. Standardized Testing of Stu
dents. The National Education Associa
tion believes that standardized tests should 
be used only to improve the quality of 
education and instruction for students. 
The Association opposes the use of stan
dardized tests when ~ 
♦ Used as the criterion for the reduction 
or withholding of any educational fund
mg 
♦ Results are used to compare students, 
teachers, programs, schools, communi
ties, and states. 
♦ Students with special needs of Limited 
English Proficiency are required to take 
the same tests as regular education stu
dents without modifications and/or ac
commodations. 

B-69. Home Schooling. The National 
EducationAssociation believes that home 
schooling programs cannot provide the 
student with a comprehensive education 
experience. When home schooling oc
curs, students enrolled must meet all state 
requirements. Instruction should be by 
persons who are licensed by the appro
priate state education licensure agency, 
and a curriculum approved by the state 
department of education should be used. 
The Association also believes that home
schooled students should not participate 
in any extracurricular activities in the pub
lic schools. 

C-15. Extremist Groups. The National 
EducationAssociation condemns the phi
losophy and practices of extremist groups 
and urges active opposition to all such 
movements that are inimical to the ideals 
of the Association. 

C-23. Comprehensive School Health, 
Social and Psychological Programs and 
Services. The National Education Asso
ciation believes that every child should 
have direct and confidential access to 
comprehensive health, social, and psycho-

logical programs and services. The As
sociation believes that programs in the 
schools should provide -
♦ A planned sequential, pre-K through 12 
health education curriculum that integrates 
various health topics (such as drug abuse, 
the dangers of performance enhancing 
dietary herbal supplements, violence, 
safety issues, universal precautions, and 
HIV education). 
The Association believes that services in 
the schools should include -
♦ Counseling programs that provide de
velopmental guidance and broad-based in
terventions and referrals 
♦ Comprehensive school-based, commu
nity-funded student health care clinics that 
provide basic health care services (which 
may include diagnosis and treatment) 
♦ If deemed appropriate by local choice, 
family-planning counseling and access to 
birth control methods with instruction in 
their use. 

C-24. School Guidance and Counseling 
Programs. The National Education As
sociation believes that guidance and coun
seling programs should be integrated into 
the entire education system, pre-K through 
higher education. 

C-28. Student Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identification. The National 
EducationAssociation believes that all per
sons, regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identification, should be afforded 
equal opportunity and guaranteed a safe 
and inclusive environment within the pub
lic education system. The Association also 
believes that, for students who are strug
gling with their sexual orientation or gen
der identification, every school district and 
educational institution should provide 
counseling services and programs that 
deal with high suicide and dropout rates 
and the high incidence of teen prostitu
tion. 

C-29. Suicide Prevention Programs. 
The National Education Association be
lieves that suicide prevention programs in
cluding prevention, intervention, and 
postvention must be developed and imple
mented. The Association urges its affili
ates to ensure that these programs are an 
integral part of the school program. 

D-8. Hiring Policies and Practices for 
Teaching Positions. The National Edu
cation Association believes that hiring 
policies and practices must be nondis
criminatory and include provisions for the 
recruitment of a diverse teaching staff 

D-21. Competency Testing of Licensed 
Teachers. The National Education As
sociation believes that competency test
ing must not be used as a condition of 
employment, license retention, evaluation, 
placement, ranking, or promotion of li
censed teachers. 

E-3. Selection and Challenges of Ma
terials and Teaching Techniques. The 
Association deplores prepublishing cen
sorship, book-burning crusades, and at
tempts to ban books from school librar
ies/media centers and school curricula. 

E-10. Academic and Professional Free
dom. Academic freedom includes the 
rights of teachers and learners to explore 
and discuss divergent points of view. A 

teacher shall not be fired, transferred, or 
removed from his or her position for re
fusing to suppress the free expression 
rights of others. 

F-1. Nondiscriminatory Personnel 
Policies/Affirmative Action. The Na
tional EducationAssociation believes that 
personnel policies and practices must 
guarantee that no person be employed, re
tained, paid, dismissed, suspended, de
moted, transferred, retired or harassed 
because of race, color, national origin, 
cultural diversity, accent, religious beliefs, 
residence, physical disability, political ac
tivities, professional association activity, 
age, size, marital status, family relation
ship, gender, sexual orientation or gender 
identification. Affirmative action plans and 
procedures that encourage active recruit
ment and employment of ethnic minori
ties, women, persons with disabilities, and 
men in under-represented education cat
egories should be developed and imple
mented. 

F-2. Pay Equity/Comparable Worth. 
The Association supports all efforts to 
attain accurate and unbiased forms of job 
evaluation and to raise the pay of those 
jobs that are presently undervalued. The 
"market value" means of establishing pay 
cannot be the final determinant of pay 
scales since it too frequently reflects the 
race and sex bias in our society. 

F -44. Medication and Medical Services 
in the Schools. The Association believes 
that education employees who are not li
censed medical personnel should be pro
tected from all liability if they are required 
to administer medication or perform medi
cal services. 

H-1. The Education Employee as a 

Citizen. The Association urges its mem
bers to become politically involved and to 
support the political action committees of 
the Association and its affiliates. 

H-7. National Health Care Policy. The 
National Education Association believes 
that affordable, comprehensive health 
care, including prescription drug cover
age, is the right of every resident. The 
Association supports the adoption of a 
single-payer health care plan for all resi
dents of the United States, its territories, 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

H-11. Statehood for the District of Co
lumbia. The Association supports efforts 
to achieve statehood for the District of 
Columbia. 

I-1. Peace and International Rela
tions. The Association urges all nations 
to develop treaties and disarmament agree
ments that reduce the possibility of war. 
The Association also believes that such 
treaties and agreements should prevent the 
placement of weapons in outer space. 
The Association believes that the United 
Nations (UN) furthers world peace and 
promotes the rights of all people by pre
venting war, racism, and genocide. The 
Association supports the U.S. Institute of 
Peace, which provides publications, in
formation, programs, training, and re
search data in developing peacemaking 
and conflict resolution skills. 

I-2. International Court of Justice. 
The Association urges participation by the 
United States in deliberations before the 
court. 

I -9. Human Rights. The National Edu
cation Association believes that the gov
ernments of all nations must respect and 
protect the basic human and civil rights 
of every individual, including equal ac
cess to education as embodied in the 
United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

I-12. Family Planning. The National 
Education Association supports family 
planning, including the right to reproduc
tive freedom. The Association also urges 
the implementation of community-oper
ated, school-based family planning clin
ics that will provide intensive counseling 
by trained personnel. 

I-1 7. Immigration. The Association 
opposes any immigration policy that denies 
human and/or civil rights or educational 
opportunities to immigrants and their chil
dren regardless of their immigration status. 

I-26. Freedom of Religion. The Asso
ciation opposes any federal legislation or 
mandate that would require school dis
tricts to schedule a moment of silence. 

I-27. Gun-free Schools and the Regu
lation of Deadly Weapons. The Asso
ciation believes that strict prescriptive 
regulations are necessary for the manu
facture, importation, distribution, sale and 
resale of handguns and ammunition maga
zines. A mandatory background check 
and a mandatory waiting period should 
occur prior to the sale of all firearms. 

I -3 9. Eliminationation of Discrimina
tion. The National Education Associa
tion is committed to the elimination of dis
crimination based on race, ethnicity, reli
gion, disability, sexual orientation, gender 
identification, age, and all other forms of 
discrimination. The Association believes 
that honest and open conversation is a 
precursor to change. The Association 
encourages its members and all other 
members of the educational community 
to engage in courageous conversations in 
order to examine assumptions, prejudices, 
discriminatory practices, and their effects. 

I-43. Hate-Motivated Violence. The 
Association believes that federal, state, 
and local governments and community 
groups must oppose and eliminate hate
motivated violence. 

I-47. English as the Official Lan
guage. The Association believes that ef
forts to legislate English as the official 
language disregard cultural pluralism; de
prive those in need of education, social 
services, and employment; and must be 
challenged. 

I-50. Equal Opportunity for Women. 
The Association supports an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution (such as the Equal 
Rights Amendment). The Association 
urges its affiliates to support ratification 
of such an amendment. The Association 
endorses the use of nonsexist language. 

The above text is excerpted from NEA reso
lutions adopted at the 2004 NEA Conven
tion. No words have been changed. 


