
ON lo ,R 
olitically Correct Texts Distort 

United States History, Critics Say 
Alabama Improves 
Social Studies Texts 

When the first draft of the Alabama's 
Social Studies Course of Study was made 
available to the public in January, Eagle 
Forum of Alabama sprang into action to 
make the document "much more balanced 
than it was," according to the 
organization's research analyst Margaret 
Brown. As a result of its efforts, the 35-
member Social Studies Course of Study 
Committee implemented 217 of more than 
400 proposed changes. 

Students Learn Few Facts; WWII Reduced to Internment Camps 
Social studies textbooks used in el

ementary and secondary schools are 
mostly a disgrace that fail to give a true 
account of American history, leading 
scholars charge. 

The twin educational fads of political 
correctness and multiculturalism are ex
posing children to cultural and historical 
amnesia, the scholars argue, pointing to 
declining standardized test scores and 
teachers' anecdotal evidence of student 
ignorance. 

Historians and researchers such as 
Pulitzer Prize-winning biogra
pher David McCullough, his
tory professor Paul Gagnon, 
education research professor 
Diane Ravitch, political sci
ence professor Robert 
Gorman, and humanities pro
fessor Wilfred M. McClay 

know that George Washington was the 
commanding general of the Continental 
Army during the American Revolution 
who accepted Brig. Gen. Charles 
Cornwallis's surrender at Yorktown. 
Some 36% thought it was Ulysses S. 
Grant, and 6% said it was Douglas 
MacArthur. 

While the critics are united in their 
dislike of U.S. social studies textbooks, 
there is little consensus on how best to 
improve them or the way history is taught 
McCullough would "do away with the 

textbooks." Ravitch favors 

sounded o~f against history David McCullough 
textbooks m the Washington 

repealing statewide textbook
adoption laws and letting 
teachers select their own ma
terials. Mel Gabler, a longtime 
textbook reviewer with a con
servative Christian perspec
tive, "disagrees completely" 
that local textbook selection is 
better than statewide selection, 

because he believes parents are more eas
ily out-organized by publishers and teach
ers unions at the local level. 

Times ( 4-5-11-04). Complaints included fac
tual and interpretive errors, deficient treat
ment of the role of religion, banality, in
coherence, dullness, and censorship of 
words deemed to offend the anti-bias sen-
sibilities of state bureaucrats. 

Only 11 % of 8th-graders show profi
cient knowledge of U.S. history on stan
dardized tests, down from 17% in 2001, 
noted Gagnon in a recent study for the 
American Federation of Teachers. In a 
survey last year of seniors at 50 top col
leges by the American Council of Trust
ees and Alumni, more than half didn't 

(See article at right for details on how 
Alabama's social studies standards were 
improved as a result of grassroots efforts.) 

Memorization of facts has been out 
of fashion for a long time. Yet how, as 
Minnesota community-college history 
teacher John C. Chalberg asks, "do you 
get to that critical 'critical thinking' stage 
without first knowing something?" 

In a pre-test Chalberg gave his 160 
introductory students last fall, only two 

Gay Marriage Curriculum 
Called Biased ■GLSENj 
'Day of Silence,' 'Diversity Week' Raise Hackles 

A new same-sex marriage cmTicu
lum for high schools is clearly biased in 
favor of gay marriage, conclude three 
authors led by sexual orientation re
searcher Warren Throckmorton. 

"At Issue: Marriage - Exploring the 
Debate Over Rights for Same Sex Mar
riage" was produced in 2003 by the Gay 
Lesbian Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN) to be used over a two- to three
week period by high school teachers. 
"Our curriculum is designed to give [ stu
dents] a fair and balanced set of resources 
concerning gay marriage," the network's 
director Kevin Jennings declared on the 
Fox News show "O'Reilly Factor." 

However, an examination by 
Throckmorton and others at Grove City 
College found the opposite to be true, stat
ing, "The curriculum would more aptly 
be titled 'How to Advocate for Gay Mar
riage: A Teachers' Guide.' The curricu-

lum clearly points to one conclusion: A 
truly fair and educated person will sup
port same-sex marriage." 

Of the 18 references included, 14 are 
pro-same-sex marriage and 3 are some
what neutral. "We document multiple in
stances where the curriculum is slanted, 
misleading and even coercive," 
Throckmorton said. 

On April 21, GLSEN promoted a na
tionwide "Day of Silence" by students to 
protest "the silence faced by lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans gender people and their 
allies." At one high school in Ann Arbor, 
MI, two teachers participated by teach
ing without speaking. After displaying 
an explanatory paragraph, they handed 
out written instructions and communi
cated with students on note pads and 
chalkboards. (Ann Arbor News, 4-24-04) 

This was too much for the local 
(See Day of Silence, page 4) 

students knew that Lyndon Johnson was 
the architect of the Great Society, and four 
thought the answer was Lincoln. Only 
13 knew that Ronald Reagan defeated 
Jimmy Carter in 1980, and only 60 could 
identify Germany as the U.S.'s primary 
foe during World War L (startribune.com, 

12-9-03) 

"One of the reasons our children do 
not measure up academically to children 
in other countries is that so much time is 
spent in American classrooms twisting 
our history for ideological purposes," 
contends Hoover Institution scholar and 
columnist Thomas Sowell. 

U.S. history courses routinely de
monize European settlers for taking away 
American Indians' land by force and en
slaving Africans. Yet neither American 
Indians nor the European invaders believed 
that it was wrong to take other people's 
land by force, and both sides acted ac
cordingly, writes Sowell. Furthermore, 
"although slavery was a worldwide insti
tution for thousands of years, nowhere 
in the world was slavery a controversial 
issue prior to the 18th century." 

White people "were still being bought 
and sold as slaves in the Ottoman Em
pire, decades after American blacks were 
freed," Sowell points out. But "who is 
singled out for scathing criticism today? 
American leaders of the 18th century." 
(townhall.com, 12-17-03) 

History courses' coverage of World 

(See US. History, page 4) 

A minority report issued by two 
members of the committee along with the 
January draft alerted 
Eagle Forum of Ala
bama to problems 
with the guidelines. 
Eagle Forum formed 
an ad hoc committee 
chaired by two Uni
versity of Alabama 

professors, which D r .,r 
k d . h B r. JOe 1norton wor e wit rown 

and presented proposed revisions to the 
interim state superintendent of education, 
Dr. Joe Morton. (See article below listing the 

proposed revisions.) Morton then took the 
unprecedented action of reconvening the 
Course of Study Committee and asking it 
to consider the recommendations, the 
majority of which were adopted. 

The Social Studies Course of Study 
specifies minimum required content for 
public school coverage of economics, 
history, political science and geography. 
The first draft "was negative, leftist, radi
cal environmentalist, and socialist," said 
Brown, who also addressed the state 
Board of Education during the process. 

Summary of Proposed Changes 
Eagle Forum of Alabama pressed for the following changes 
to the Alabama Social Studies Course of Study: 
11o Emphasize the shared values and 
ideals that unite Americans of all ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds and not just 
our differences. (Defuse multiculturalism) 
• Correct factual errors. For ex
ample, teach the correct form of gov
ernment for the United States. It was 
founded as a republic, not a democracy. 
• Correct omissions of important 
material. Expand coverage of Founding 
Fathers. Add other important figures and 
the important roles of business, entre
preneurship and our amazing history of 
inventiveness. Add the 2nd and 10th 

Amendments to material on the Consti
tution. 
s Emphasize the founding docu
ments and principles that make our sys
tem of government unique. Require stu
dents to read for themselves the found
ing documents. 
«P Remove the false notion of glo
bal citizenship and assert the principle 
of national sovereignty. 
o Expand coverage ofimportant fig
ures in black history to include entre
preneurs, businessmen, scientists, inven-

tors and writers, not merely entertain
ers, athletes and civil rights workers. 
• Require the memorization of cer
tain basic facts including the states and 
their capitals; continents; oceans; major 
countries, cities, rivers and mountain 
ranges of each continent; key figures, 
events, and dates in American history; 
approximate dates of major world civili
zations; the Pledge of Allegiance, national 
anthem and motto. 
• Teach B.C./A.D as the reference 
system for dates in customary and offi
cial use in the United States since its 
beginning. 
• Replace loaded or politicized 
terms and jargon with neutral words. 
- Add material to balance negative 
and one-sided presentations. For ex
ample, include human activity that can 
have a positive effect on the environ
ment and consider potential solutions 
through innovation. 

Most of the above recommenda
tions were incorporated to some extent 
in the final document. 
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Boy, 8, overdoses on Ritalin at 
schooL An Oklahoma boy was taken 
to the hospital after reportedly eating 
all 25 Ritalin pills in a bottle given to 
him by the school secretary on the 
last day of school in May. Doctors 
are waiting to see if there is perma
nent damage. (KFOR.com, 5-20-04) In 
the same month, a New Mexico fa
ther who took his son off Ritalin be
cause "he wasn't sleeping, wasn't eat
ing" was reported by school officials 
to the state Department of Children, 
Youth and Families. A detective and 
a social worker paid a home visit and 
threatened to arrest the father for child 
abuse and neglect. ( abcnews.com, 6-7-04) 

Disabled girl's hair set afire at 
school; she, not her attacker, is 
told to stay home. A 13-year-old 
Denver girl with cerebral palsy alleges 
she was taunted for some time by fel
low students at her middle school con
cerning her physical appearance. The 
bullying got worse in late May, when, 
she said, a 7th-grade boy pulled out a 
knife and someone set her hair on fire. 
After reporting the incident to the as
sistant principal, she was sent home 
and her mother was told the girl didn't 
need to come back. Her alleged at
tacker remained in school and was not 
investigated or suspended even 
though administrators confirmed he 
had a knife. The principal subse
quently admitted her staff did not call 
police, did not interview potential wit
nesses, and did not conduct a proper 
investigation. (thedenverchannel.com, 5-27-

04) 

Mexico donates large numbers of 
Spanish-language books to U.S. 
school districts. Los Angeles County 
school districts recently received a gift 
of 27,000 textbooks written for pt_ 
through 6 th -graders in Mexico. 
"About 45% of our students are His
panic," a Los Angeles County elemen
tary school teacher specialist said. 
"It's beautiful for all of our kids to 
have access to that." (latimes.com, 5-

27-04) Colorado schools received 
90,000 textbooks last year, the most 
of any state. The Mexican consul 
general has contacted Wyoming to 
offer Spanish books and instruction 
guides there, on subjects ranging from 
math to geography. (casperstartribune. 

net, 5-28-04) 
(More Briefs on page 4) 
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The Legacy of Brown: Many Blacks 
Now Resist Burdens of Integration 
School Choice May Offer Way to Succeed Where Busing Has Failed 

The 5ot11 anniversary of the landmark 
U.S. Supreme Court decision 
of Brown v. Board of Educa
tion in May occasioned much 
reflection in the media on the 
impact of the ban on racial 
segregation in schools. The 
most interesting example was 
a New York Times article on 
the trend toward legal challenges of de
segregation orders by minority families 
that were supposed to be the beneficia
ries of integration through busing. 

"For many families, the benefits of 
mandatory integration have simply not 
been worth the burden it may b1ing," the 
article stated. "Critics of mandatory in
tegration contend that there is nothing 
wrong with having predominantly black 
schools . . . . [T]he fatigue of busing 
their children for hours each day, only to 
see them do poorly at predominantly white 
schools, has led some black parents to 
almost yearn for the type of tight-knit 
network of black educators that integra
tion disbanded." (5-06-04) 

"Black folks were saying: 'We're 
tired of being bused. Why can't we have 
schools here?" said Vernon Dixon, presi
dent of the Nashville branch of the 
NAACP, which helped advise black par
ents in Nashville who agreed to dissolve 
a busing order. 

"I find enormous nostalgia for the 
world pre-Brown," Harvard law profes
sor Lani Guinier told the Times. "People 
feel like what was lost was a sense of 
community." 

While hundreds of school dist1icts are 
still under court desegregation decrees 
that have been in place for decades, since 
1990 more than 100 districts have been 
released. In Louisville, KY, it was black 
families who successfully sued to dis
mantle the comi order there. 

Besides the inconvenience of long 
hours on buses, minority families resent 
being denied access to the public school 
of their choice in the name of racial bal
ance. 

Racial balance has become progres
sively harder for school districts to 
achieve as white flight has drained inner 
cities of white students. Nationwide, 70% 
of black students now attend schools in 
which racial minorities are the majority. 

Vouchers mi the new civil right? 
A 1998 poll by the research group 

Public Agenda found that 82% of whites 
and 62% of blacks opposed making chil
dren leave their neighborhoods 
to create racially balanced 
schools. 

"What Brown ordered was an end to 
'separate but equal.' But you 
can't end 'separate but equal' 
without ending compulsory 

'assignment to a public 
school," he told the Wall Street 
Journal, which editorialized 
that "From the vantage point 

of Brown we can now see that 
vouchers have become the cornerstone 
for a fundamental civil right." ( 5-17-04) 

Milwaukee, Cleveland, San Antonio 
and Washington, DC have led the way 
with city school-choice programs, and 
there are now at least 13 state school
choice programs in place. 

New evidence competition helps 
Voucher programs have proven bene

ficial to public as well as private schools, 
because competition forces improvement. 
A newly published peer-reviewed study 
by Manhattan Institute researchers found 
that vouchers improve public schools in 
Florida. Schools forced to compete with 
vouchers made extraordinary gains on the 
state's standardized tests compared with 
other public schools. ( educationnext.org/ 

20043/66.html) 

This study by Jay P. Greene and 
Marcus A. Winters corroborates a similar 
conclusion reached by Harvard economist 
Carolyn Haxby after an examination of 
well-established voucher programs around 
the country. (See Education Reporter, May 

2004.) 

Even the limited choice provisions of 
the federal No Child Left Behind Act open 
another route for students trapped in poor 
public schools to obtain a better educa
tion. An analysis by the Chicago Board 
of Education found that Chicago public 
school students who transferred to new 
schools under NCLB improved their aca
demic performance. NCLB allows stu
dents at schools that do not meet state 
standards for reading and math for two 
consecutive years to transfer to better
performing schools, although in practice 
there may be few available slots for such 
transfers. (School Reform News, June 2004) 

Clearly, many urban school districts 
are in a state of crisis and any competi
tion would be better than none. For ex
ample, a new report by a national urban 
education group found that the St. Louis 
Public Schools lack focus, have little sense 
of urgency and hold no one accountable 
when students fail to learn, 

Taking aim at a "culture oflethargy," 
the report by the Council of the Great City 

Schools criticized nearly every
one involved in the education of 
students in the city of St. Louis, 
from administrators who let $5.3 
million in textbooks sit unused in 
a warehouse to parents who push 
schools to label their children 

Nobel Prize-winning econo
mist Milton Friedman, who has 
advocated school vouchers since 
1955, believes that only school 
choice will provide the equal edu
cational opportunity to min01ities 

mentally retarded so they can 
Milton Friedman obtain government benefits. (St. 

that Brown envisioned but could not de-
liver. 

Louis Post-Dispatch, 5-6-04) 

~ 

Book of the Month 

Suppressed History: 
Obliterating Politically 
Correct Orthodoxies, 
B. Forrest Clayton, 
Armistead Publishing, 
2004, 156 pp., $19.95. 

This book practically shouts "right
wing wacko and proud of it!" Readers 
with a healthy tolerance for polemical 
prose will be rewarded with some sur
prising, stubborn facts assembled by a 
former history teacher fed up with the 
suppression of politically incorrect his
tory. 

Did you lmow that General Custer, 
maligned for fighting Indians, was a 
great hero of the Battle of Gettysburg? 
Or that the revisionist view that Davy 
Crockett did not die heroically defend
ing the Alamo is based on a probably 
forged diary of a Mexican officer who 
had a motive to lie? Or that Charles 
Darwin was a racist greatly admired by 
Marx, Stalin and Hitler, and the full 
name of his most famous book is On 
the Origin of Species by Means of Natu
ral Selection or the Preservation of 
Favoured Races in the Struggle for 
Life? Or that the oldest human bones 
found in North and South America are 
Caucasoid and African, not American 
Indian? 

Clayton assails other liberal articles 
of faith with inconvenient evidence, 
such as women in combat, environmen
talist doomsday scenarios, macroevo
lution and pacific Islam. Readers of 
the Education Reporter will appreciate 
the following quote from a Chinese pa
leontologist: "In China we can criticize 
Darwin but not the government. In 
America you can criticize the govern
ment but not Darwin." 

Especially hilarious is the recapitu
lation of the sorry, underreported 
Clinton Administration episode of the 
Kennewick Man, a 9 ,300-year-old skel
eton found in Washington state and 
deemed so threatening to "native Ameri
can" activist groups that the federal 
government, over the protests of sci
entists, turned the bones over to a tribe 
for burial in an undisclosed location and 
then poured 500 tons of dirt, rock and 
rubble over the discovery site to pre
vent more such discoveries. "But the 
media preferred to discuss Lewinsky 
Woman as opposed to Kennewick 
Man," quips Clayton. 

The book is marred by inadequate 
editing and the author's habit of inter
spersing interesting factoids with loaded 
statements such as "We must defend 
these heroes or else the edifice we call 
our culture will collapse, and then we 
shall all surely fall into the darlmess of 
the abyss." Nevertheless, the author's 
debunking of left-wing shibboleths 
from a Christian perspective is a valu
able service. Edwin Meese III, a former 
U.S. Attorney General under President 
Reagan, endorsed the book. 
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EIGHTH GRADE 

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 
AUGUST 18 AND 19, 1910 

READING CIRCLE WORK 
Write a brief review of one reading circle 
book. 

GRAMMAR 
l. Write the plural of the following 

words: daisy, leaf, tooth, penny, die, 
me, tongs, valley, Miss Jones, Mr. 
Brown. 

2. Name the four kinds of sentences as 
to use, and the three kinds of sen
tences as to structure. 

3. Give sentences containing noun, ad
jective, and adverbial clauses. 

4. Name four kinds of pronouns and 
give examples of each kind. 

5. In what must a pronoun agree with 
its antecedent? Illustrate. 

6. He felt the damp of the river fog, that 
rises after the sun goes down. Dia
gram or analyze. 

7. Compare: little, much, near, old, up, 
honest, elegant, famous, neat, mer
cifuL 

8. Write a sentence containing a verb in 
the active voice, change it to the pas
sive, and explain how this is done. 

9. Name three different ways in which 
a noun may be used in the nomina
tive case, and three ways in which a 
noun may be used in the objective 
case. 

l 0. Write a letter to a friend describing 
briefly the country surrounding your 
home. 

ORTHOGRAPHY (spelling) 
1-6. 
1. soldier 16. sustenance 
2. grandeur l 7. obedience 
3. numeral 18. cancellation 
4. cuticle 19. declension 
5. buffalo 20. military 
6. decrepit 21. irregular 
7. meridian 22. accurate 
8. phrasing 23. pernicious 
9. prairie 24. laudanum 

10. reservoir 25. beneficent 
II.Manhattan 26. senator 
12. biography 27. registrar 
13. emblematic 28. January 
14. genuine 29. soliloquy 
15. Siberia 30. Tuesday 

7. W1ite sentences showing the correct 
use of the following words: beat, beet; 
great, grate; lain, lane; seam, seem; 
the, thee. 

8. Mark diacritically the vowels in the 
following: banana, admire, golden, 
ticket, lunch. 

9. Form words using the following af
fixes and tell of the meaning of the 
words thus formed: ary, less, er, ous, 
dom. 

10. Define the following words and give 
examples: primitive word, compound 
word, vowel, accent, prefix. 
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What 8th-Graders were 
Expected to Know in 1910 

These 8th-grade exit exam materials for Washington state in 1910 were supplied 
to the Education Reporter by Vincent J Doran of Anchorage, Alaska. 

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 

MY DEAR SUPERINTENDENT AND TEACHERS: 

Herewith are sent lists of questions to be used by pupils of the Eighth Grade, who 
are candidates for certificates of graduation. The aim of these questions is to give 
the pupils of the Eighth Grade a test in both the technical and general knowledge 
which they should possess in order to be ready for the higher work. The following 
facts have been kept in view in the preparation of the questions: 

1. The advancement of the pupils. 

2. The general knowledge that they should possess. 

3. The supplementary work that is now expected of teachers in our schools. 

4. The requirements of the preparatory courses in higher schools. 

If a pupil succeeds in passing successfully this test, he will receive a certificate 
of graduation, and will be entitled to enter upon a high school course. 

Permit the suggestion that no teacher have charge of his pupils while they are 
writing upon the questions, and to this end the Superintendent or someone ap
pointed by him should have charge of the following examination. 

The papers are to be graded by the county Board of Education. The standard 
is uniform for the state, and is as follows: 

Minimum 60% 
Minimum in grammar and arithmetic 80% 
Average 80% 

The rules and program for teachers' examinations are to be followed so far as 
they are applicable. 

Very truly, 
HENRYB. DEWEY, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

UNITED STATES HISTORY 
AND CIVICS 

1. What were the three objective points 
of the Federal forces in the Civil War? 

2. Name the last three presidents in or
der, and name an important event in 
each administration. 

3. How did the Colonies of the North 
and South differ as to social life, edu
cation, industries, and customs, prior 
to the Revolution? 

4. (a) State briefly the causes of the War 
ofl812. (b) Name two engagements. 
( c) Two prominent American Com
manders. 

5. Give a short sketch of the life and 
work of one of the following great 
men: Thomas Jefferson, Henry Clay, 
William McKinley. 

6. (a) When and where was slavery in
troduced into America? (b) How was 
it abolished? 

7. What has made the names of each of 
the following historical? Alexander 
Hamilton, U.S. Grant, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, Cyrus W Field, Clara Barton. 

8. (a) State the qualifications of a United 
States Senator. (b) Name the Sena
tors from the State of Washington. 

9. How do you distinguish between the 
terms Puritans, Pilgrims, and Sepa
ratists? 

l O. Give an account of the framing and 
adoption of the Declaration of Inde
pendence. 

GEOGRAPHY 
1. What causes the difference in climate 

between Eastern and Western Wash
ington? 

2. Name ten wild animals of Africa. 
3. Tell some reasons why the people of 

Washington are interested in the Ori
ent. 

4. Name the five chief nations of Eu
rope, and give their capitals. 

5. Name five important cities and five 
products of Canada. 

6. Sketch a map of South America, lo
cating three rivers, five capital cities. 

7. What and where are the following? 
Liverpool, Panama, Suez, Ural, 
Liberia, Quebec, Pike's Peak, 
Yosemite, Danube, San Diego. 

8. Name five of the principal crops of 
the United States, and tell the section 
where each is raised. 

9. Describe the Nile and the country 
through which it flows. 

10. Name the largest country of Asia, 
three imp01iant cities, and three im
portant products. 

ARITHMETIC 
1. Divide 304487 by 931. 
2. Find the sum of 5/9, 5/6, 3/4, 11/36. 
3. A gardener sells his celery for 8 1/3 

cents per bunch. How many 
bunches should he give for $5.00? 

4. How many board feet in a piece of 
timber 14 inches square, and 12 feet 
long? 

5. What number diminished by 33 1/3 
percent of itself, equals 38? 

6. By selling my horse for $156 I gained 
8 1/3 %. How much did the horse 
cost me? 

7. A note for $200 was given January 
1, 1909, rate of interest to be 8%. 
How much was due April 1, 1910? 

8. Find the square root of 95.6484. 
9. What is the cost of enough lumber to 

floor a room 24 feet long and 16 feet 
wide, at $32 per thousand feet? 

l 0. How much will it cost me to pave a 
street 42 feet wide, and 625 feet long, 
at $11.65 per square yard? 

READING 
1-5. One selection in prose and one in 
poetry from eighth grade reading book. 
(50 credits) (not included) 
6. Name five American poets, and give 

a quotation from each. 
7. Who wrote the following? 

The Village Blacksmith. 
Rip Van Winkle. 
The First Snowfall. 
The Great Stone Face. 
The Raven. 

8. Quote two stanzas of "America." 
9. Quote a stanza from one of the po

ems mentioned in question 7. 
10. Give in your own words the mean
ing of the following: 
"To him who, in the love ofNature, holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she 
speaks 
A various language: for his gayer hours 
She has a voice of gladness, and a smile 
Into his darker musings with a mild 
And healing sympathy, that steals away 
Their sharpness ere he is aware." 

PHYSIOLOGY 
1. Describe the structure of the skin. 
2. Locate the thoracic duct 
3. Trace a drop of blood from the 

time it enters the left ventricle, until 
it returns to its starting point, and 
name the different valves and 
principal arteries and veins through 
which it passes. 

4. Describe the composition of the 
blood. 

5. Why are the arteries more protected 
than the veins? 

6. Name five special senses. 
7. Explain why health depends largely 

upon habit 
8. Explain the effect of alcohol and 

tobacco upon the action of the 
heart 

9. Give some good reasons why boys 
should not smoke cigarettes. 

l O. What do you understand about the 
germ theory of disease? 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 
(Note-Examiners will grade penmanship 
of pupils from their answers to the fol
lowing questions) 
1 . Write your name in full. 
2. What is your age? 
3. Write your post office address, num

ber of your school district, and name 
of your teacher. 

4. To what grade of the school do you 
belong? Have you completed the 
grade? 

5. Is this your first eighth grade exami
nation? 

6. If you succeed in obtaining an eighth 
grade diploma, do you expect to at
tend school next term? Where? 
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Annual Campus Outrage Awards 
The most shocking examples of po

litical correctness in higher education 
were recognized in the Collegiate 
Network's 7tl1 annual Campus Outrage 
Awards announced this spring. The du
bious honors go to: 

l "Sex Week at Yale," a student-spon
sored use of school funds and facilities 
co-sponsored by a porn film company 
and featuring a porn star as a keynote 
speaker. This event tied for first place 
with "Gay Men of Color in Porn," a 
Chicano Studies thesis presented under 
the auspices of the University of Califor
nia-Santa Barbara's taxpayer-funded 
"Race Matters Series." 
2. The illegal expenditure of$3 l ,OOO of 
mandatory student fees by the University 
of California-Berkeley's student govern
ment to defeat Proposition 54, an initia
tive to bar the state from collecting race 
data on school admissions forms. 
3. A false police rep01i claiming racial 
hate crimes at Northwestern University. 
The student later confessed to police that 
his allegations of racial slurs and an at-

tack at knifepoint were a hoax. No disci
plinary action has been taken by the uni
versity. 

4. The Duke University philosophy de
partment chair's justification of the 17-1 
Democrat-to-Republican ratio among the 
school's professors on the ground that 
conservatives aren't smart enough to get 
hired there. (SeeEducationReporter,May2004.) 

5. A walkout by faculty and some stu
dents from the stage at the commence
ment of Georgetown University after the 

speaker, Nigerian 
Cardinal Francis 
Arinze, reiterated 
the Catholic 
Church's teach
ing against homo
s ex u al i ty. The 
Catholic college's 
dean followed up 

Cardina!Arinze with an e-mail 

apology to students and an offer of coun
seling to students who suffered psycho-
1 o gi cal trauma from the speech. 
(CNSNews.corn, 4-1-04) 

More Bad Books Rile Parents 
The lead article of the May Educa

tion Reporter recounted the sagas of a 
number of parents' battles against unsuit
able books in schools. More information 
on that topic has since poured in. 

A new web site, parentsaware.net, 
has been launched with information about 
books marketed to young and teen read
ers. Examples of books it says are to be 
avoided include: 

► Boy Meets Boy, an openly gay book 
aimed at kids 12 years old and up 

► Jake Riley: Irreparably 
Damaged, also forreaders 12 and 
older, which contains a scene of 
bestiality 

► 33 Snowjish, for readers 15 
and older, about three teenagers 
including a parricide, a prostitute 
and a boy kept by a pornogra
pher making pedophilic movies; it uses 
the "s-word" about 163 times and the "n
word" about 55 times in 179 pages 

► Swear to Howdy, for children 8-12, 
with details on loading and shooting a rifle, 
killing a family cat and a near-suicide in
volving a rifle muzzle in a character's 
mouth. 

Despite a grandfather's 
complaints, Walter the Farting 
Dog will remain in the library of 
a Wisconsin elementary school 
after the school board voted 4-
3 to keep it. (couleenews.com, 5-

7-04) 

A California school board v o t e d 
4-3 to keep Always Running: La Vida 
Loca: Gang Days in LA on the district's 
reading list after a parent asked for its 
removal. The book, which contains 
scenes of graphic violence and sex, in
cluding a detailed rape scene, has raised 
objections in several other communities 

according to the complaining :. 
parent. Twelve speakers who 
addressed the Modesto school board were 
split on the merits of the book. 
(modbee.com, 12-16-03) 

While there is no prospect of keep
ing Dr. Seuss books out of schools, not 
everyone is a fan. The Children s Litera
ture Review, vol. 1 assails the Seuss 
books' themes of anti-authoritarianism, 
environmentalism, black magic and Zen 
Buddhism as well as their use of nudity 

and subliminal images. 

Videos spark indignation 

Video technology has 
brought a newer source of inap
propriate subject matter to class
rooms. A Florida substitute 
teacher was suspended with pay 

pending an investigation for allegedly re
cording a lengthy videotape of his stu
dents taking turns rapping to the camera 
and uttering profane language. The 
teacher can be heard cussing and making 
graphic sexual comments as other stu
dents stand guard at the classroom door, 
according to a father of one of the stu

dents, who brought the tape to 
the attention of school board 
officials. (FirstCoastNews.com, 

5-25-04) 

And in the San Diego area, 
parents were outraged that 
teachers at two high schools 

played for their classes the graphic video 
or audiotape of the beheading of Ameri
can hostage Nicholas Berg in Iraq. One 
of the teachers, in an art and photogra
phy course, reportedly told students, 
"That's why we shouldn't be at war." 
Administrators acted swiftly to condemn 
the playing of the tapes. (nbcsandiego.corn, 

5-15-04) 

U.S. History (Continuedfrompage 1) 

War II emphasizes the internment ofJapa
nese-Ame1icans, the entry of women into 
the workforce, and disc1imination against 
African-Americans, Ravitch observed re
cently in the Washington Post. An infor
mal survey before Memorial Day of 76 
teenagers in the Washington, DC area 
confim1ed her impression. 

Tiffany Charles got a B in history last 
year at her Maryland high school, but she 

is not sure what year World War II ended 
and cannot name a single general or battle 
or the man who was president. "We 
talked a lot about those concentration 
camps" for Japanese-Americans, she said. 
(5-28-04) 

See the Book of the Month review 
on p. 2 of this Education Reporter for 
more insights about the politically correct 
distortion of history. ';I 

Day of Silence (Continuedfrompage 1) 

newspaper, which subsequently editori
alized that "when teachers use their domi
nant station in the classroom to promote 
their own beliefs on issues reaching be
yond the curriculum, as did two Huron 
High School teachers last month when 
they advocated gay rights, they're turn
ing an educational setting into a politically 
charged, largely top-down arena." They 
"might just as well have promoted one 
political party over another." (Ann Arbor 

News, 5-5-04) 

March 2002, a Michigan high school stu
dent was not allowed to express her reli
gious views against homosexuality and 
school officials invited a panel of clergy 
to present only positive religious views 
of homosexuality. Last December, a fed
eral judge issued a 70-page opinion highly 
critical of the school officials' actions, rul
ing that the Ann Arbor Public Schools vio
lated the student's constitutional right to 
free speech and equal protection and ad
ditionally violated the Establishment 

Chmse. (mlive.com, 12-6-03) In San Diego, a sophomore 
wore a T-shirt to school on the 
"Day of Silence" stating, "I will 
not accept what God has con
demned" and "Homosexuality 
shameful." He was suspended 
under the school's speech code, 
which bans statements that pro
mote "hate" or "violence." Such 
speech codes "are nothing more 

condemned 

Some Florida parents were 
upset over the timing of a 
school field trip that sent 
middle school pupils to 
Disneyworld in the middle of 
Gay Days, which brings about 

and nothing less than thought control by 
those who want no competition against 
the indoctrination that they are promot
ing under the guise of education," com
mented Thomas Sowell. (townhall.com, 6-
18-04) 

During a Diversity Week observed in 

Briefs (Continuedfrompage 2) 

Teen's right to wear pro-life sweatshirt 
is restored. A Virginia high school stu
dent prevented from wearing an anti
abortion sweatshirt to school in Febm
ary may now wear it after the Thomas 
More Law Center raised the possibility 
of a lawsuit. The sweatshirt states in part 
"Abortion is homicide," and the student 
had worn it to school for about 2 ½ years. 
The adn1inistrators initially cited a student 
handbook section banning materials that 
"convey an offensive, racial, obscene, or 

140,000 gays and lesbians to 
Orlando in early June. "If 
[students] were going to New 

Orleans, you wouldn't pick the week of 
Mardi Gras," groused a mother of a 7th-

grader, who reported that on a previous 
visit to Orlando in early June she saw men 
groping each other in the streets and wear
ing sexually explicit T-shirts. (sun-
sentinel.com, 5-6-04) ~ 

sexually suggestive message." The law 
center based its argument on a 1969 case 
in which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
the right of students to wear black 
armbands in protest of the Vietnam War. 
(dailypress.com, 3-19-04) Meanwhile, an 
openly lesbian teen received a $30,000 
settlement from the New York City edu
cation department over her suspension 
for wearing a "Barbie is a Lesbian" T
shirt to school. (washingtonpost.com, 4-~ 
2-04) >//II 




