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Thinking Small Double Victorr_
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High School Texas Changes Health Texts to Support Marriage;
School districts across the nation are
Abstinence Advocates Score Win on Contraceptives
thinking small in an effort to combat high
dropout rates, falling test scores and low
attendance.
With help from the federal government and Microsoft
founder Bill Gates, at
least 41 states are experimenting with schools of
no more than 400 students. Some urban districts have converted to
all small high schools.
B'll G
.
z
ates
Los Angeles 111October
became the latest big-cin; school district
to join the trend by announcing plans to
break all its high schools into smallerunits
of 350 to 500 students.
Small schools may be new or created by subdividing large high schools.
The students in each section
together
for four years, with the same group of
teachers.
The Gates Foundation has made
$745 million in grants for small schools
over the past decade. The federal government operates a $142 million grant
program for subdividing larger high
schools. Some research has shown that
smaller schools can produce higher
graduation rates, lower dropout levels
and more students attending college.

The Texas Board of EduThe board voted 10-4 against a mocation in November approved
tion to approve the books without the
new health textbooks for
changes. Board member Terri Leo led
middle and high school stuthe effort to change the texts.
dents after the publishers
Contraception controversy
agreed to change the wordThe approval of the new health texts
ing to describe marriage as the
came
on the heels of packed hearings in
union of a man and a woman.
July
and
September focusing on whether
At the same time, the board resisted presthe
texts
should
be revised to include more
sure to add contraceptive information to
infom1ation
on
contraceptives.
The questhe student texts.
tion
was
whether
the
proposed
texts
comA board member successfully argued
that the proposed books ran counter to plied with a state standard requiring stustate law by using terms such as "mar- dents to "analyze the effectiveness and
ried partners" instead of "husband and ineffectiveness of barrier protection and
wife." Texas passed the Defense of Mar- other contraceptive methods, including the
riage Act last year prohibiting the state prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, keeping in mind the effecfrom recognizing same-sex civil
tiveness of remaining abstinent
unions. It already prohibited gay
until marriage."
marnage.
A state review panel had preThe publisher Holt, Rinehart
viously
given initial approval to four
and Winston agreed to include a
books on the ground that the overdefinition of marriage as a "lifeall textbook package, which inlong union between a husband
cludes student, teacher and suppleand a wife." Glencoe/McGrawTerri Leo
mentary components, complied
Hill changed phrases such as
with the state standard and gave teachers
"when two people marry" and "partners"
more control over how to teach the into "when a man and a woman marry"
and "husband and wife."
formation in a responsible way.

(Associated Press, 10-11-04)

Math Battles Add Up: East Meets West
As U.S., Far East Try Each Other's Methods

May Evolution Be Called
Theory,NotFact? Some
Say No in Recent Cases
Does a sticker on the inside front
cover of a textbook, stating that evolution is a theory, not a fact, violate the
U.S. constitutional separation of church
and state?
A federal district court in Georgia
held a trial on this issue in November
after the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) challenged the Cobb County,
GA school district's practice of placing
a sticker on the inside front cover of science textbooks.
The sticker states:
"This textbook contains material on evolution. Evolution is a theory, not a fact,
regarding the origin of living things. This material
should be approached
with an open mind, studied carefully and critically
considered. " The practice
began after a mother collected 2,300 signatures to a petition challenging the treatment of evolution in the textbooks.
Even though the wording makes no
mention of God or religion and teachers
a:re legally requited to teach only evolu(See Evolution, page 4)
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How best to teach math to schoolchildren is still hotly debated after waves
of reform efforts in both American and
Asian schools.
Over the last 15 years, public school
districts across the U.S. embraced
"constructivist math" (also known as
"whole math," "new new math," "fuzzy
math" or "modem math"), so named because students are supposed to construct
their own knowledge instead of learning
through drills and memorization of math
facts. The constructivist api;;:..~

ffi'f.

these alternatives draw on pedagogical
methods used in Japan or Singapore,
countries with a history of producing better student math skills on average.
Singapore ranked first in 1999.

Kumon stresses drills
One such alternative program is
Kumon, an intense, structured approach
that originated in Japan. Kumon is offered in private instruction to elementary
grade levels outside the school day and
~-------,
in-:olves daily homework
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dnlls, for a cost of about
$100 per month. Kumon
the National Council of .
. ,
~•~
· claims to serve more than
Teachers ofMathematics and ;;K , . : . · ~, ·
the National Science Founda~§
100,000 children in the
::-'~ -.::1~ . ·
tion but harshly criticized by '---------==
U.S. and more than 3 .3
college professors of mathematics and sci- million worldwide, with about 90% in
ence, some 200 of whom signed a letter Asia.
of protest to the Clinton Administration
Kumon does not try to be fun and its
Education Department. (For a recent ex- materials are not visually exciting. Howample of criticism by an MIT Ph.D. in engineerever, it gives students the drills and mening, see Focus on p. 3.)
tal arithmetic skills that American public
The poor showing of U.S. math test schools have been less willing to provide
scores in international comparisons has in recent years.
prompted parents and some school disPublic school districts are increasingly
tricts to consider alternatives. In 1999 experimenting with math curricula from
the U.S. ranked only 19th among indus- Singapore or Japan. Singapore, a nation
trialized countries on student math scores. of 4.5 million people, climbed from the
(See Education Reporter, Apr. 2004.) Some of middle of the international rankings to the
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Dozens of speakers at the hearings
expressed views for and against changing the student texts to include more information on contraceptives. One publisher agreed to revise a chart in its teacher
edition on the failure rates of various contraceptive methods, using data from the
latest government study. Otherwise, no
new language regarding contraception
was required by the Board of Education
because the supplemental materials were
deemed adequate.
At least 10 state representatives presented a letter to the board in September
in favor of the textbooks without new language on contraception.
Texas is the second-largest textbook
market in the U.S., after California. The
state Board of Education is empowered
to decide whether proposed texts are factual and meet state education standards.
Texas Eagle Forum leader Cathie
Adams told the Education Reporter she was
elated by the outcome. "This was the culmination of a lot of work," she added, noting that state law was changed several times
beginning in 1995. After positions on the
Board of Education were made elective in
1997, a conservative majority was elected.

top in just four years after implementing
a new teaching system. It relies on diagrams, models and increasingly complex
word problems. The student is taught to
find different ways to solve problems instead of simply applying formulas. At
times the students solve problems without pencil or paper. There is less repetition than in a traditional math curriculum.
However, in Singapore this approach
starts with a strong emphasis on computation in early grades before other topics
are introduced, which does not necessarily
happen in the U.S.
The North Middlesex school district
became the first district in Massachusetts
to sign on to the Singapore curriculum
with encouragement from the state education department.

'Integrated math'
Georgia's proposed new math standards are based on a Japanese approach
which starts with a strong base of arithmetic skills in grade school. In high
school, it blends algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics together instead of
having them taught in separate courses.
This so-called "integrated math," which
gives students more options for solving a
(See Math Battles, page 3)
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District bans Halloween for fear of
offending real witches. A
Washington state superintendent prohibited observance of
Halloween this fall in any of
the 31 schools in Puyallup, a
suburb of Seattle. One of the
reasons: "Witches with pointy noses and
things like that are not respect[ful] symbols of the Wiccan religion," a district
spokeswoman said. (abcnews.go.com, 1021-04) A Wiccan spokesman protested
the ban, assuring the school board that
Wiccans "are not offended" by Halloween celebrations.
Boy, 10, asked to sell racy lingerie
for school fund-raiser. A West Virginia mother was upset that her l 0year-old son was given an Avon catalog at his elementary school, featuring G-strings and women's underwear
with "sexy" written across it, to sell
as part of a school fund-raiser. "He
hasn't had sex-education classes yet.
We haven't even had 'that' talk with
him. He came home with a paper that
told him how not to threaten girls, and
telling him not to draw sexual pictures.
But this? This is R-rated," she said.
(wvgazette.com, 10-5-04)

New Mexico reaches deal to import
Mexican bilingual teachers. New
Mexico joined California in making an
agreement to invite K-12 teachers
from Mexico to teach classes in the
state's bilingual programs. The state
constitution explicitly supports the
development of a bilingual citizenry
and New Mexico was the first state
in the nation to pass a bilingual education law.

Acceleration urged for gifted students. A study released September
20 exhorts schools to allow students
to skip grades, start school early or
take other steps to push ahead their
learning. "A Nation Deceived: How
Schools Hold BackAme1ica's Brightest Students" points to research showing that students pennitted to skip
ahead in school outperfonn by almost
a grade level equally bright students
who stay within their own grade level.
Yet general educators often resist
making adaptations for their smartest
students. The report, by University
of Iowa education professor Nicholas Colangelo and others, was funded
by the John Templeton Foundation"
Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608)
is published monthly by Eagle Forum
Education & Legal Defense Fund with
editorial offices at 7800 Bonhomme
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105, (314) 7211213,fax (314) 721-3373. Editor: Liza
Forshaw. The views expressed in this
newsletter are those of the persons
quoted and should not be attributed to
Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund. Annual subscription $25.
Back issues available @ $2. Periodicals postage paid at Alton, Illinois.
Website: http://www,eaglefornm.org
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Election Year Brings More Cases Bookof the Month

Of Left-Wing Bias in Colleges
It is not news to readers of the Education Reporter that U.S. colleges have a
strong leftward tilt. However, more evidence than usual has accumulated during
this election year. The following is a sampling of news reports from around the
country indicating overwhelming Democratic Party sympathies by faculty, discrimination against non-leftist faculty or
students, the hiring of professors with
alleged or proven links to terrorism, outof-control political correctness, bias of
university presses, and just plain bizarre
behavior by left-wing instructors:
• A female modem language instructor
at F01i Lewis College in Colorado kicked
a male student in October because he was
wearing a Republican shirt. She has since
apologized in writing and the college administration has formally apologized. (Associated Press, 10-3 0-04)

A New York state political science
professor filed suit in early November
against Monroe Community College, alleging he was fired for showing his support for President Bush. "It was an American flag. I didn't think it was too controversial, but apparently at MCC it was,"
said Dr. Michael Filozof. (wroctv.com, 11111

3-04)

•

Publicly reported donations by uni-

versity employees to the presidential campaigns indicated the following approximate ratios of support for Sen. John Kerry
versus President Bush: Harvard and Yale,
95%; Princeton, 90%; Dartmouth, 97%;
UNC, 93%; Catholic University, 90%.
• At Bucknell, administrators refused
a student group's request
to invite Senate candidate
Pat Toomey to speak, arguing that such an appearance would violate a
school policy against
electioneering on campus. Meanwhile, Bucknell Ralph Nader
paid presidential candidate Ralph Nader $13,000 to give the
c01mnencement address. (National Review,
10-11-04)

• UNC-Chapel Hill Young Democrats
and Young Republicans invited professors
to debate campaign issues in late October. They were unable to find a professor on campus to take the Republican side
for economic policy or for domestic and
foreign policy. A UNC professor had to
double as the speaker for both sides of
economic policy, and a Duke professor
had to be imported for the Republican
perspective on domestic and foreign

(See Colleges, page 4)

Colleges Overwheln1ingly Invite
Liberal Graduation Speal{ers
College commencements in 2004 predictably showcased liberal or Democratic
graduation speakers in the overwhelming
majority of cases, according to several
surveys.
Although the 2004 presidential election indicated that the U.S" is more red
than blue, only one university out of 200
hosted a conservative with a position outside of government or the military, the
Young America's Foundation concluded
in a report released over the summer. "For
eleven years, we've shown that college
administrators are using c01m11encement
ceremonies to send their students off with
one more predictable leftist lecture," foundation president Ron Robinson said. A
report by the Center for the Study of
Popular Culture reached a similar conclusion.
At the 50 top undergraduate universities on the U.S. News & World Report
ranking, three- fourths of the commencement speakers whose names were available are politically partisan and 72% of
those are liberal. Of the top 15 universities, 10 had politically active speakers and
nine were liberals
or Democrats.
(townhall.com, 5-26-04)

The only conservatives or Republicans speaking at major universities were
current high-ranking public officials: SeR
John McCain (R-AZ), Sen. John Warner
(R-VA), Dr. Elias A. Zerhouni of the National Institutes of Health, National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice, White
House Counsel Alberto Gonzales, Secretary of State Cohn Powell, and Georgia
Gov. S01my Perdue.

Liberal speakers ranged from Bill
Clinton and his pals Madeleine Albright,
Lani Guinier and Vernon Jordan, to media
celebrities Jon Stewart, Tom Brokaw and
Thomas Friedman, to rap singer Bono, to
u.n Secretary-General Kofi Annan, to
billionaire George Soros and socialist Barbara Ehrenreich.
Gay-activist
playwright
Tony
Kushner offered the following apocalyptic rhetoric at Columbia: "The world is
melting, the world is darkening, there is
injustice everywhere, there is artificial
scarcity everywhere, there is desperate
human need, poverty and untreated illness
and exploitation everywhere ... there is
joylessness and hatred of the body and
slavery masked as freedom and community disintegrating everywhere, racism everywhere, sexism everywhere, homophobia everywhere." (frontpagemagazine.com, 7-2-04)
California's Pitzer College actually invited Bernardine Dohm of the tenorist
Weather Underground, which planted
bombs in the U.S. Capitol and elsewhere
in the 1970s. Filmmaker Ken Burns denounced the war in Iraq at Yale while
President Bush was on campus for his
daughter's graduation.
Writer E. L. Doctorow was nearly
booed off the stage at Hofstra when he
gave a commencement address devoted
to blasting President Bush. The university president pleaded for calm, and most
of the faculty - not the students - responded with a standing ovation. "To ruin
my daughter's graduation with politics is
pathetic," retired New York Police Department captain Bill Schmidt complained
to Newsday (5-24-04).

The

Golden

Rule

School and its Book
of Quotations, Orlean
Koehle, Small Helm
Press, 2004, 115 pp.,
$12.00.
The age-old Golden
Rule is the basis of this blueprint for
teachers to provide character education
in the classroom and improve the learning environment by improving student
behavior.
The program begins with posting
the Golden Rule in each classroom along
with specific rules to encourage respect
for everyone, such as arriving to class
on time with homework prepared, raising hands before speaking, tidying up
the room before leaving, and refraining
from profane or disparaging language.
Enforcement involves writing first-time
offenders' names on the board, detentions, and possibly trial by a peer court.
Ten character-building themes are
to be integrated into the curriculum with
writing assignments and discussions.
They are:

l.

Courage and Hope

2.

Wisdom

3.

Industry and Good Habits

4.

Knowledge and Usefulness

5.

Truth and Honesty

6.

Healthfulness and Cleanliness

7.

Helpfulness and Unselfishness

8.

Charity (Love)

9.

Humility and Reverence

10.

Faith and Responsibility

With the possible exception ofpaii
of #10, these themes are not religious
and are suitable for any school, public
or private, or a homeschool. Commonsense advice on good manners and life
practices supplements the characterbuilding themes.
The second half of the book is a
collection of quotations illustrating each
theme. These quotations provide points
of departure for classroom discussions.
As an example of courage and hope,
Carnegie Steel president Charles
Schwab said, "A man can succeed at
almost anything for which he has unlimited enthusiasm." For hmnility and
reverence, Quaker leader and Pennsylvania colony founder William Penn's
quote is apt: "No man is fit to command another that cannot command
himself."
The author is a university administrator, a teacher, a mother of six, the
state president of Eagle Forum of California, and a former Miss Idaho Falls.
This book would be a constructive gift
for a teacher, principal or homeschooling parent. To order, call 707-5398393.
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Wrought
FOCUS: Theby Havoc
Modern Math

By OroCharles Ormsby

If you are a parent of elementary
school children, you've probably seen it:
elaborate make-work homework assignments, cutting and pasting
extravaganzas, overly complex and roundabout procedures to add or multiply numbers, estimation exercises
that won't quit, and the use
of calculators in place of traditional arithmetic methods.
You thought: "Of course,
the educational professionals Dr. Charles
must know what they are
doing. Once my children catch on to
these clever techniques, they will develop
into mathematics geniuses!"
Unfortunately, what you discover is
that they never learn the core facts and
methods, their confusion grows, they lose
their self-confidence, they decide they just
can't do math, and you are stuck paying
for tutoring. Even worse, children who
might have become exceptional mathematicians, engineers or scientists are denied
their rightful future.
What went wrong? Years ago the
educational establishment decided that
teaching mathematics had to either consist of rote memmization (without real understanding) or students had to discover
mathematics through trial and error because it was assumed that only if they
discovered it themselves would they truly
understand it.

Math Battles

While this view presented a false
choice (there are much better alternatives), the educational community was
sold on the second alternative
because it had an intellectual
cachet that was lacking in "rote
memorization." What resulted
was the various "modem" math
curricula for our children that
underemphasize learning math
facts, that bend over backward
to avoid teaching standard methOrmsby ods for addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division, and
that refuse to teach traditional processes
for manipulating fractions.
Almost all our public schools today
use one of the "modem" math curricula
and millions of promising math-based
technology careers are being ruined every year.
Permit me a short excursion. I have
a technical/engineering background (PhD
MIT '74) that rests largely on advanced
mathematics. One reason I followed this
path is that, as a student, I always had
poor memorization skills and, therefore,
subjects such as biology, chemistry and
foreign languages were very difficult for
me. I loved math and physics because
there was very little memorization; I could
derive any formula I needed during a test.
"Understanding" was a much more powerful asset for me than memorization. If
anyone would be inclined to favor under-

(Continuedfrompage

problem, is also being tried in New York.
It is not clear, however, that any particular middle or high school Asian math
curriculum represents an improvement
over traditional American methods. Far
Eastern countries have been revising their
approaches for some time and newer
methods receive their share of criticism
on their home turf. Japan's education
reforms in the last two decades led to
Japan dropping from first place to fifth
place between 1981 and 1999 on an international standardized math test given
to junior high school students.

Backlash in Japan
The Japanese government undertook
to refom1 its famously regimented schools
in order to encourage students to think
outside the box like American entrepreneurs. However, the reforms ~ which
involved cutting down on drills and rote
memorization and unleashing the students' creativity~ have led to a backlash against "loose education" standards.
The Wall Street Journal recently reported on Japan's most popular elementary school teacher, who is leading a backto-basics movement. Hideo Kageyama
says that drills serve as mental calisthenics that strengthen the brain and build selfconfidence, and he is apparently getting
better results on test scores and placement in elite universities. (11-3-04)
Back in the U.S., math curricula are

standing over memorization it would be
me. But modem math is a disaster. I'm
convinced that ifI had been "taught" math
with it 50 years ago, I would probably
have become a poet (my English teacher
is rolling over in her grave).
So, do I favor just rote memorization? Of course not. Successful math
education requires that students learn the
techniques that true geniuses have developed over the last 3,000 years. You may
think the standard technique used to add
numbers is trivial (place value concepts,
carrying, etc.), but it was not obvious to
the ancient Greek philosophers. Multiplication, long division and fractions are
even more complex.
Teaching the techniques
first and then exploring the
underlying concepts and why
2+
these techniques work is the
most efficient way to achieve
true understanding.
If Socrates and
Aristotle couldn't invent our modem arithmetic system, why do we think the typical 3rd- or 4th-grader can?
The impact of"modem" math on students in the U.S. has been devastating.
Just look at how the U.S. stands up
against other countries. The United States
ranks 19th.
Place an equal emphasis on method
mastery AND conceptual understanding,
and you have the makings of a powerful
elementary math curriculum. A curricu-

Q

lum that
leads to real
learning,
that builds
self-esteem and, rarest of all, a child who
comes home and says, "Hey mom, I really love math!"
This approach to math education is
not new. It is what a well-taught traditional mathematics course always emphasized. In some cases, poor teaching may
have led to over-emphasis on rote memorization drills, but that is no reason to stop
teaching the critically important mathematical methods ....
The trend towards "modern" math
may finally be slowing. Parents are upset
with the lack of a 1igorous math
2
curriculum and the need to hire
·
2 tutors or enroll their children in
remedial after-school programs.
A nationwide movement is growing to expose the failures of "modem"
math and restore an academically sound
curriculum. If you are interested in learning more
you
should
go to:
www.mathematically correct.com.
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Dr. Ormsby (ccormsby@comcast.net) was
elected on March 4, 2003 to a 3-year term
on the North Andover (MA) School Committee. Reprinted with permission of Dr.
Ormsby and The Valley Patriot, North
Andove1; MA (www.tommyduggan.com).
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hammered out at the state or district level,
and "fuzzy math" continues to provoke
controversy. The Rockland, ME school
board canceled the Math Connections high
school program the night before the start
of school on September 2 after board
member Audrey Buffington called the
planned pilot program "a disaster waiting
to happen."
The program was chosen earlier even
though only eight schools in the state had
used it and four had decided to drop it.
Moreover, board member Peter Smith said
he spoke to the dean of math at the University of Maine who said Math Connections was not a good program and does
not prepare students for college math.
(Courier-Gazette,9-9-04)

Calculators are a problem
Increasing reliance by U.S. math educators on calculators for arithmetic ( at
the expense of drills) has undoubtedly
weakened students' mental computational
skills. Nine-year-olds who use calculators cannot compute on their own, and
letting students use calculators on tests
of computation skills makes the tests
worthless, concluded an analysis of National Assessment
of Educational
Progress scores by Tom Loveless of the
Brown Center on Education Policy earlier this year.
A larger problem in math education
in the U.S. is the widespread lack of con-

tent knowledge among teachers. For example, almost two out of three Philadelphia middle school math teachers failed
an exam last spring to gauge their mastery of the subject. (EducationWeek, 11-3-04)

Research on math teaching
University of Michigan education researcher Deborah Loewenberg Ball has
concluded after 20 years of study that
having "mathematical knowledge for
teaching" has an impact on students'
learning. Such lmowledge is not the same
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as general math ability or proficiency or
general teaching ability; it has to do with
being able to explain student mistakes, determining whether alternative problemsolving approaches by students are valid,
and coming up with word problems on
the spot that illustrate key concepts.
Teachers' scores on math-knowledge
assessments matter more than how much
tin1ethey spend teaching math, whether they
are certified, or whether they have taken
extensive mathematics or math teaching
courses, Ball reports. (EducationWeek,10-13-04)
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Evolution

rage

1J

tion, the ACLU argued that the stickers

Wisconsin board criticized

have the effect of advancing religion. Under
the US. SupremeCourt's so-called Lemon
test dating from 1971, for the suit to be
dismissed the school board would have
had to show that the disclaimer was
adopted with a secular purpose, that its
primary effect neither advances nor inhibits religion, and that it does not result
in an excessive entanglement of government with religion.
~!!&J
The judge ruled last
April thathe was satisfied that the school
board had a secularpurpose but ordered a trial
on the second and third
prongs of the Lemon \
,
test
(,_
Two dozen scien"·-"
tists in the state of Georgia alone signed
an amicus brief aclmowledging the importance of learning about the scientific
controversy over neo- Danvinian and
chemical evolutionruy theories. However,
the defendant school district inexplicably did not have any scientists serve as
rebuttal witnesses to the ACLU's scientist witness,

The Grantsburg, WI school board
in October called for "various theories/
models of origins" to be incorporated into
the district science curriculum. The superintendent observed that the curriculum "should not be totally inclusive of
just one scientific theory."
An outcry ensued as 43 state university deans and 300 other educators
signed letters objecting to
allowing any criticism or
alternatives to evolution
and urging reversal of the
board decision. The Associated Press article
covering the flap accused
the officials of allowing
the teaching of creation-

f

Colleges

'Intelligent design' update
The Dover, PA school board is believed to have become the first in the nation to mandate the teaching of "intelligent design" theory, which holds that the
universe is so complex that it must have
been created by an unspecified higher
power. The state ACLU chapter is reviewing the case for a possible legal challenge.
Statewide science curriculum standards approved by the Pennsylvania education board ask students to "analyze data
... that are relevant to the theo1y of evolution." When the standards were revised
three years ago, the board considered but
rejected language that would have required
students to consider evidence that did not
support evolution.
Last March, the Ohio Board of Education approved lesson plans that some
scientists asserted incorporated paiis of
intelligent design.

Tax-funded group uses religion
A website supported by a federal
grant actually encourages teachers to use
religion to promote evolution. The Na-

tional Center for Science Education
(NCSE), whose mission is "defending the
Teaching of Evolution in the Public
Schools," created the "Understanding
Evolution" website earlier this year
the help of $450,000 from the National
Science Foundation.
The website asserts that most religious groups have no conflict with modern evolutionary theory, and that understanding evolutionary theory "actually
enriches their faith." Teachers are directed to statements by a variety ofreligious groups giving their theological endorsement of evolution.
Statements from religious groups
and scholars who take issue with Darwinism because of its claim that the development of life was an unguided process are not included. Nor does the site
disclose that polls indicate the vast majority of Americans are skeptical of the
theory of unguided evolution.
"Apparently the NCSE thinks mixing science and religion is okay after all
- as long as religion is used to support
evolution," notes Seattle Pacific University political science professor John West
(nationah-eview.com,4-1-04)

~

(Continued from page 2)

policy, according to the campus newspaper.
~
Earlier this year students at a Colorado university were told to write an essay on why President Bush is a war criminal. When one student wrote instead that
Saddam Hussein was the war c1iminal,
she received a failing grade. (foxnews.com,
9-1-04)
@
Hamilton College signed up a visiting
professor who was convicted of possessing explosives as a leftist radical in the
1980s. Susan Rosenberg, who served
16 years in federal prison, planned to teach
a one-month course in the spring called
"Resistance Memoirs: Writing, Identity
and Change." After a firestorm of criticism, she withdrew from the appointment. (Associated Press, 11-11-04, 12-8-04.)
61
Notre Dame appointed the Arab Islamic scholar Tariq
Ramadan to a tenured
professorship to begin
this fall. But in July, the
Department of Homeland Security revoked
his work visa for security reasons. Despite Tariq Ramadan
his alleged ties to Islamist terrorists, Notre
Dame is still hoping to add him to its faculty.
0
Yom1g Conservatives at the University of Texas created a "watch list" naming ten professors whom the conservatives accuse of trying to indoctrinate students and using classrooms to promote
their personal agendas. One such professor allegedly spent an hour and 15 minutes on September 13, 2001 asserting that
the American government is a far worse
perpetrator of terrorism than the 9/11 hijackers. (abcnews.go.com, 12-13-03) (See Edu-

cation Reporter, Dec. 2003.)

•

ism. (11-6-04)
Wisconsin law mandates that evolu•
tion be taught, but school districts are
free to create their own curricular standards. In 1987 the U.S. Supreme Court
held that creationism is a religious belief
that may not be taught in public schools
along with evolution.
State education officials in Georgia,
Mim1esota and Kansas in recent years

have debated how much to mention evolution in curricular or testing standards.

Two California state university pro-

fessors successfully sued for reinstatement after dismissal for what they said
was their Republican views. A psychology professor at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
was fired as head of her department six
weeks after her husband announced his
candidacy for the local Republican central committee. An accounting professor
at Cal State Fullerton was dismissed some
time after he ran for the state legislature
and made his views known in the Los
Angeles Times. (frontpagemag.com, 5-4-04)
@
An English professor at UNC illegally
subjected a student to "intentional discrimination and harassment" because he
was "a white, heterosexual Christian male"
who expressed disapproval ofhomosexuality, the U.S. Education Department's
Office of Civil Rights ruled in September.
The professor accused the student of
"hate speech" in an e-mail sent to students after~ c~ass ~is~;1~sioni~1a required
course on d1vers1ty m which the student said he was a Christian and felt "disgusted, not threatened" by homosexual
behavior. Following the e-mail, the student received personal threats and his car
was vandalized.
The ruling was
commended
by
Rep. Walter B.
Jones (R-NC), who
requested the investigation after learning
about
the Rep. Walter B. Jones
student's plight on
a talk-radio show. (Washington Times, 9-2704) (See Education Reporter, May 2004.)

Also at UNC, administrators moved
in September to shut down a male Christian fraternity in Chapel Hill for violating
the university's anti-discrimination policy
because it excludes non-Christians and professed homosexuals. The fraternity has
filed a federal lawsuit against UNC to proei

tect its membership policy from university interference, citing its constitutional
rights to free speech and association.
• A similar suit was filed in federal court
in San Francisco by the Christian Legal
Society against the UC Hastings law
school. The society has been refused recognition by the law school because its statement of faith signed by all members conflicts with the school's nondiscrimination
policy, which includes religion and sexual
orientation. "What's next?" asked Benjamin Bull of the Alliance Defense Fund, a
lawyer for the society. "Will they require
a vegetarian club to admit meat-eaters or a
Democratic student group to admit Republicans?" Other chapters of the society have
filed suit against Penn State and Ohio State.

tivity fees, which are legally required to
be dispensed on a viewpoint-neutral basis. It is highly questionable whether such
funds are dispensed with ideological bal(frontpage
ance at many universities.

(sfgate.com, 10-23-04)

ence Monitor, 5-24-04)

A UNH sophomore man was expelled
from student housing, put on extended disciplinary probation, required to meet with
a counselor and made to write a 3,0008

word paper about the counseling session
after he posted a flier joking that women
could lose the "Freshman 15" (pounds)
by wallcing up the stairs instead of using
the overcrowded elevators. The accusations against him included violation of"affirmative action" policies and "harassment" The student, who was reduced to
living out of his car for three weeks, contacted the Foundation for Individual Rights
in Education for help and succeeded in reducing his penalty to relocation to another
dormitory, probation and a single "ethics"
meeting with a university
official.
(worldnetdaily.com, 11-13-04)

• Leftist anti-Bush filmmaker Michael
Moore made dozens of speeches 011 college campuses during the presidential
campaign, generally charging $30,000 to
$40,000 per appearance. His fee was
often paid out of mandatory student ac-

mag.com, 11-11-04)

• A 20-year-old graduate ofUCLA, Ben
Shapiro, has written Brainwashed: How
Universities Indoctrinate America s Youth
(WND Books) to alert the world to the
state of U.S. higher education. Professors at UCLA routinely spouted liberal
propaganda and rarely had their biases
challenged, he says, while conservative
thinkers were generally shrugged off as
not too bright. He also asserts he was
fired as a columnist for the student newspaper because of his views. (Christian Sci®
The University of California Press
spring 2004 catalog did not contain a
single conservative title on the list of 140
books, according to Mideast scholar
Daniel Pipes. "A uniform leftist tone of
hostility toward established institutions and an
embrace of the radical
fringe characterize the
list," he charges. To
name just one example,
American Gulag: Inside
US Immigration Pris- D . l p.
.
.
anze zpes
ons compares nnm1grant
detainees' circumstances to those in
"Stalin's USSR" (Jerusalem Post, 3-30-04)
• The same university press catalog included an election-year "screed" this fall,
as noted by UC Davis political science
professor Larry Peterman: VeeringRight:
How the Bush Administration Subverts
the Law for Conservative Causes. "This
was a partisan piece," he says, "and coming out here, just before the election, it
struck me that this went far beyond
scholarship." (sacbee.com, 10-21-04)
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