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Recruited athletes are poor academic performers even at Ivy League
and other highly selective colleges,
according to a new book, Reclaiming
the Game: College Sports and Educational
Values by William Bowen and Sarah

Levin.
Not only are recruited athletes at
33 elite colleges admitted with lower
test scores and
grade-point averages than their
classmates', but
they perform
worse academically than other
students while in
college - and
even worse than
their high school
GPAs and test
scores would predict, conclude the authors, one of whom is an economist
and a former president of Princeton University.
Men recruited to play Ivy League
football, basketball and hockey had SAT
scores averaging 165 points lower than
other incoming students, and 81 % of
these students wound up in the bottom
third of the class. So did 64% of recruited male athletes in other sports and
45% of recruited female athletes.
Unlike recruited athletes, "walk-on"
athletes, musicians and legacies (who
may also receive an admissions boost)
perfom1 just as well in the classroom
as the general student body, if not better.
Athletic preferences have long been
criticized in the context of large state
universities and other less-selective colleges with big-time sports programs,
which entice players with athletic scholarships and low academic requirements.
The more elite colleges have tried to preserve an image of scholar-athletes, but
the data show that in their desire to have
winning teams they have compromised
their academic standards.
Since Bowen's book The Game of
Life was published two years ago touching on a similar theme, some selective
colleges have cut back on athletic recruitment. Vanderbilt University went
so far as to eliminate its athletic department in September. However, Bowen's
and Levin's latest research indicates
there is still plenty of room for reform
of the current system.
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Recently adopted standardized testing requirements are flunking so many
students that many states are simply revising their required scores downward
to solve the problem. In addition, some
state and local policies are diluting the
student's new
federal right to
A student's
transfer out of
a "failing" or
right to
"persistently
transfer can
dangerous"
be illusory;
school.
State standefining
dardized tests
'dangerous'
have become
an important
down.
yardstick
to
measure student and school performance. Under the
No Child Left Behind law signed by President Bush in 2002, the states may establish their own standards of success, and
if they fail, they risk losing federal money
and other sanctions.
Last fall, after reviewing test scores
a member described as "grim," the Texas
State Board of Education reduced the
number of questions students must answer correctly in order to pass from 24
to 20 out of 36, for third-grade reading.
Michigan officials lowered the percentage of students who must pass statewide
tests to certify a school as making adequate progress from 75% to 46% of
high school students on English tests.
Colorado restructured the grading system for its tests, lumping "partially proficient" students with "proficient" students (New York Times 5-22-03).
While testing pass rates are subject
to manipulation by state education authorities, the federal mandate ofyear-toyear progress in test scores is harder to
evade. The No Child Left Behind Act

states, among other things, that every racial and demographic group in each school
must score higher on standardized tests
every year. If any group fails to advance
for two consecutive years, a school is labeled "needing improvement." A school
that does not improve students' scores
after being so labeled may have its principal and teachers replaced and face other
sanctions, including closing.
As a result, large numbers of schools
face being designated as "needing improvement." Officials have estimated that
will happen to at least 60% ofNorth Carolina schools and 75% ofLouisiana schools.
In Michigan, an elementary school President Bush described as "excelling" was
declared below standard just three months
later (nytimes.com, 2-16-03).
The No Child Left Behind Act also allows students at schools labeled "failing"
to transfer out. Los Angeles and Chicago
school officials, who have harshly criticized the law, approve very few transfers
in practice, citing overcrowding concerns. In New York City, on the other
hand, all 8,000 transfer requests have been
approved, but a third of them have been
moved from one "failing" school to another "failing" school which does not receive Title I funds (New York Times, 101-03).
States may set not only standards for
testing, but also the threshold for "persistently dangerous" schools, a designation
under the federal law that requires educators to notify parents and pennit a transfer to a safer school. Forty-four states
plus the District of Columbia have set the
threshold so high that no schools in those
states fit the definition. Only six states
have identified a total of 52 out of 90,000
public schools in the U.S. as dangerous New Jersey, New York, Nevada, Oregon,
Pennsylvania and Texas - even though

shootings and stabbings occur on school
property in many other states.
In September alone, a student in Cold
Spring, Minn. killed a fellow student and
wounded another, three students were
stabbed in a school parking lot brawl in
Oakdale, Calif., a teenage intruder stabbed
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a 13-year-old student at a school in Annapolis, Md., and a 16-year-old boy died
after a fight at a Tucson, Ariz. school
(nytimes.com, 9-29-03). There were
nearly 700,000 violent crimes in U.S.
schools in 2000, the last year for which
government statistics are available.
"The states are sending a false sense
of security to parents, and it creates a
laxity among educators in terms of school
safety," Kenneth Trump, a national school
safety consultant, told the Associated
Press (9-24-03). Not even Columbine
High School near Denver, Colo. -where
two young gunmen killed 13 people and
wounded more than 20 in 1999 - made
the "persistently dangerous" list.
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Title I Spending Fails to Improve Student Test Scores
WASHINGTON, DC-A new study
concludes that federal spending on education under Title I has failed to produce any significant increase in test
scores or to narrow achievement gaps
between the scores of low- and highincome students and schools.
The American Enterprise Institute
study, entitled "Closing the Education
Achievement Gap: Is Title I Working?" examines the largest federal program of financial aid to schools, Title I
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, which was intended

to improve the academic performance of
children in low-income schools. The program was recently reauthorized as part of the No Child
Left Behind Act.
Released in May 2003,
the study compared the scores
of individual Title I students
with the scores of similar students who do not receive Title
I benefits. The researchers
found no evidence that Title I improves the
recipients' academic performance.
"The plain policy implication of our

findings (and those from earlier evaluations) is that Title I should be shut down,"
say authors Marvin H. Kosters and Brent
D. Mast. They note that the No Child
Left Behind Act contains provisions to
increase the accountability of Title I
spending, but suggest that earmarking
some of the funds to increase parental
choice of schools would be a better use
of the money.
The American Enterprise Institute
sponsors original research on a variety
of issues, including domestic political
and social issues.
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Kindergartners
and first-graders
may not give religious gifts to their
classmates, according to the 3rd U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in an August
27 decision involving a New Jersey
school. The ruling forbade a boy from
distributing pencils with the message
"Jesus loves the little children." The
Charlottesville, Va.-based Rutherford
Institute, representing Daniel Walz,
plans to appeal the ruling. The institute is also appealing a June decision
by the same court upholding the suspension of a New Jersey kindergarten boy following a playground copsand-robbers game in which he used
his fingers as a make-believe gun.
A Florida teachers union boss is
headed to prison for charging

$650,000 in luxuries to union accounts. Pat Tornillo, on leave as president of United Teachers of Dade,
pleaded guilty August 25 to mail fraud
and filing a false tax return in exchange
for a two-year prison sentence, restitution, payment of back taxes and a
fine. During his controversial fourdecade reign, Tomillo built the largest
labor union in the South and spent
union funds lavishly on Democratic
causes.

California students won't have to
pass the state's high school exit
exam to graduate until 2006. The
state board of education voted in July
to postpone the requirement for two
years following the release of statistics indicating that one in five members of the class of 2004 would not
receive a diploma because they would
fail to pass the test. The test was
mandated by the state legislature in
1999 as part of Gov. Davis's sweeping education reform efforts. The
California Teachers Association, the
state's largest teachers union, has
harshly criticized the test and wants
to kill the graduation requirement entirely. The exit exam tests reading and
writing at I 0th -grade level and math at
6th - 7th -grade levels plus Algebra I.
A Mississippi
truancy
officer
pleaded guilty to possession of child
pornography downloaded from his
school computer. Frank J. Perniciaro,
(SeeMore Briefs on page 4)
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Governor Davis Recalls Parental
Rights Before California Election
On the eve of his stunning defeat at receiving federal funds will still have to
the polls October 7, California Governor comply with the No Child Left Behind Act,
Gray Davis signed away parental rights which requires prior written consent by
by putting his signature on a bill allowing parents.
public schools and teachers ,----------,
"Governor Davis and his liberal
to question children of any
colleagues in the legislature have gutage about their parents and
ted much of the state law protecting
family, or about personal
the rights of parents," said Brad
sexual issues, without paDacus, president of the Pacific Jusrental consent. Before SB
tice Institute, a legal defense organi71, public schools were rezation specializing in parental rights
quired by state law to oband religious freedom. "Nonetheless,
tain prior written parental
we at the Pacific Justice Institute will
consent before a student
Gray Davis
be aggressively using every federal
could be asked any questions about sex, statute available to ensure their defense.
family life, morality or religion.
Further, public school districts should
The new law will require only written consider this notice that we intend to file
notice, which may be placed in a stack of suit on behalf of any parent that reports a
other materials at the beginning of the verifiable violation of their rights"
school year. However, any public school (www.pacificjustice.org, 10-8-03).
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Challenged on Multiple Fronts
Big Apple schools face absenteeism, staff
crime, dropouts, 'pushouts, ' & low test scores
NEW YORK, NY - New York City
schools have suffered a spate of embarrassing publicity in recent months, adding to the Herculean turnaround task of
Schools Chancellor Joel Klein.
During 2002-03, 1,495 education department employees were busted
for crimes - an
average of more
than one crime
for each of the
city's
1,200
schools and an
18% jump from
the previous
year. Most of
the
alleged
crimes, which included drug offenses,
robbery, sexual abuse, falsifying documents and unlawful weapons possession,
occurred off school property. Staffers
arrested for serious offenses are immediately reassigned to desk jobs and away
from students pending the outcome of
their criminal cases, the chancellor's aides
told the New York Post (9-2-03).
Over the summer, 40% of the city's
279,772 high school students were enrolled in summer classes because they
flunked courses or state Regents exams.
Many of the summer students didn't
bother to show up, which is no surprise
given that 18% of high-school students
don't show up on any given day during
the school year. In some of the worst
schools, more students play hooky than
go to school (nypost.com, 7-14-03).
The city's official dropout rate is
around 20%. However, if the students
who are "pushed out" were included, the
number could be 25% to 30%. With state
standards requiring students to pass stringent Regents exams in order to graduate,
many schools are pressuring students
who may hmi the schools' statistics to

leave long before graduation, according
to the New York Times (7-31-03). Chancellor Klein has conceded that "pushouts"
are "a real issue."
Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act, schools with low graduation
rates risk being designated
as "failing." Under the
city's statistical reporting
system, dropouts count
against a school's graduation rate but most discharges do not. The
city's schools discharged more than
55,000 high school students during 2000-01
and graduated 34,000.
Not all discharges are "pushouts"; discharges include students who move out
of the city, transfer to private schools,
drop out voluntarily, or "transfer to another educational setting." The latter category can hide "pushouts," according to
the Times report.
In the wake of high failure rates on
the Regents exams, New York State's
education commissioner plans to lower
the bar for graduation. Only about 37%
of the state's 11th - and 12th -grade students
who took the Math A exam passed it last
year, which led commissioner Richard P.
Mills to set aside the results. The previous year, 61 % passed. Many teachers
also denounced the physics exam as too
tough. The state education officials plan
to make adjustments to the tests and
loosen the score requirements for graduation (New York Times 10-9-03).
The Regents exams are part of an eightyear effort by New York State to strengthen educational standards. To earn a diploma, high school students must pass
statewide exams in English, math, a science, American history and government,
and world history and geography.
~
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The War Against Grammar, David
Mulroy, Boynton/Cook Publishers, Inc.,
Crosscurrents Series, 2003, 119 pps,
$20
This slim, readable volume not only
diagnoses the problem of grammatical
illiteracy, but also gives a historical overview of how we got here, from the ancient Greeks to the present, together
with recommendations for a cure.
A classics professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
since
1973, David Mulroy has
noticed a grievous decline in grammatical
knowledge among his
students. It is hardly
their fault; the National
M"'i'V')"
Council of Teachers of
· ·
English has opposed
grammar instruction for decades. The
consequence is students who score lower
on the verbal SAT and lack the basic
tools to write in English or to master a
foreign language.
Grammar was one of the seven liberal arts glorified by the ancient Greeks
and Romans and subsequently by the
medieval universities. After the Greeks
invented the world's first real alphabet,
which facilitated an astonishing burst of
literary, scientific and philosophical creativity, Aristotle sketched the outlines of
sentence structure, and others classified the parts of speech which still fonn
the basis of grammatical pedagogy.
Except for a period of confusion in
the late Middle Ages, grammar's importance to the understanding of great literature, self-expression, and the clarity
and uniformity of language was never
seriously questioned until the late 20 th
century. Even Shakespeare's verbal
genius, Mulroy argues, can be traced to
Renaissance educational refmms applying Latin grammar to the mastery of
English; it is no accident that English
literature promptly flowered with the
likes of Spenser, Bacon, Marlowe and
Jonson as well as the Bard of Avon.
Beginning in the 1960s several studies purported to find that grammatical
instruction does not help and actually
harms writing ability. Mulroy demolishes them, observing that they generally involved short-tenn instruction of
mature students. He believes grammar
must be taught systematically to gradeschool students in order to be effective.
The author sees reason for optimism
in Great Britain and in the current movement for national educational standards
and accountability in the U.S. He also
finds "oases of humanism" in a few
American schools that still teach grammar, with impressive results.
While the author's obsession with diagramming sentences may seem excessive,
The Tfar Against Grammar is a valuable
contribution to the debate about cunicular content. www.boyntoncook.com.
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FQCUS: Dumbing Down American Readers
By Harold Bloom, Ph.D.

T

he decision to give the National Book
Foundation's annual award for "distinguished contribution" to Stephen King
is extraordinary, another low in the
shocking process of dumbing down our
cultural life. I've described King in the
past as a writer of penny dreadfuls, but
perhaps even that is too kind. He shares
nothing with Edgar Allan Poe. What he is
is an immensely inadequate writer on a
sentence-by-sentence,
paragraph-byparagraph, book-by-book basis. The publishing industry has stooped terribly low
to bestow on King a lifetime award that
has previously gone to the novelists Saul
Bellow and Philip Roth and to playwright
Arthur Miller. By awarding it to King they
recognize nothing but the commercial
value of his books, which sell in the millions but do little more for humanity than
keep the publishing world afloat. If this is
going to be the criterion in the future, then
perhaps next year the committee should
give its award for distinguished contribution to Danielle Steel, and surely the Nobel
Prize for literature should go to J.K.
Rowling.
What's happening is part of a phenomenon I wrote about a couple of years ago
when I was asked to comment on
Rowling. I went to the Yale University
bookstore and bought and read a copy of
Hany Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone. I

suffered a great deal in the process. The
writing was dreadful; the book was terrible. As I read, I noticed that every time
a character went for a walk, the author
wrote instead that the character "stretched
his legs." I began marking on the back
of an envelope every time that phrase was
repeated. I stopped only after I had
marked the envelope several dozen times.
I was incredulous. Rowling's mind is so
governed by cliches and dead metaphors
that she has no other style of writing.
But when I wrote that in a newspaper,
I was denounced. I was told that children would now read only J.K. Rowling,
and I was asked whether that wasn't, after all, better than reading nothing at all?
If Rowling was what it took to make them
pick up a book, wasn't that a
good thing?
It is not. "Harry Potter" will not lead
our children on to Kipling's Just So Stories or his Jungle Book. It will not lead
them to Thurber's Thiiteen Clocks or Kenneth Grahame's Wind in the Willows or
Lewis Carroll's Alice.
Later I read a lavish, loving review of
Harry Potter by the same Stephen King.
He wrote something to the effect of, "If
these kids are reading Harry Potter at 11
or 12, then when they get older they will
go on to read Stephen King." And he was
quite right. He was not being ironic.
When you read Harry Potter you are, in
fact, trained to read Stephen King.

Our society and our literature and our
culture are being dumbed down, and the
causes are very complex. I'm 73 years
old. In a lifetime of teaching English, I've
seen the study of literature debased.
There's very little authentic study of
the hmnanities remaining. My research assistant came to me
two years ago saying she'd been in a
seminar in which
the teacher spent
two hours saying
that Walt Whitman
was a racist. This
isn't even good nonsense. It's insufferable.
Professor Bloom
I began as a
scholar of the romantic poets. In the 1950s
and early 1960s, it was understood that
the great English romantic poets were
Percy
Bysshe
Shelley,
William
Wordsworth, Lord Byron, John Keats,
William Blake, Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
But today they are Felicia Hemans, Charlotte Smith, Mary Tighe, Laetitia Landon,
and others who just can't write. A fourthrate playwright like Aphra Behn is being
taught instead of Shakespeare in many
curriculums across the country.
Recently I spoke at the funeral of my
old friend Thomas M. Green ofYale, perhaps the most distinguished scholar of Renaissance literature of his generation. I

Is Your School's Curriculum UN Approved?
By Larry Pratt

D

oes it seem far out to ask such a
question? Would that it were so.
The United States is working with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to federalize the cuniculum of all public schools
in the United States. The new curriculum
would be one that confonns to those of
other countries as well as to UNESCO.
We do have federal curriculum standards for civics that encompass the teaching of history, geography, social studies,
and civics. Indeed, there are federal standards for other disciplines as well. These
standards are referred to in Washington
(D.C.) newspeak as "guidelines."
The guidelines have resulted in a subsidized textbook ($10 per copy) entitled
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution. If a school district does not use
this textbook, they must nonetheless teach
to the national tests that reflect the federal guidelines. The Department of Education is warning states that if they do
not have enough students passing the federally approved tests, they will lose their
federal subsidies.
The guidelines and We the People are
so busy teaching multiculturalism and
radical environmentalism that they have
no time for teaching the 2nd Amendment
( our right to keep and bear arms), or the

l 0th Amendment (which severely limits le- standards at the state level and in the varigitimate activity of the federal govern- ous subject areas, but they understand that
any suggestion that these were being imment).
As is evident by reading the UNESCO posed by Washington would unleash a
web site on the USA
political backlash."
For the reading pleasure of
country report page, we
World Government groupies is this
are now also reporting
on our progress of wipgem from the same page: "Coning out local and state
sciousness is thus growing among
U.S. educators that ... [e]ducational
control over curriculum
to the UN.! Visit http:/
outcomes must now meet not only
national but international standards."
/www2. unesco.org/
wef/ countryreports/usa/
I wonder which countries might
rapport_2.html to view
be models for setting the U.N.'s educational standards. Countries that
the report.
Most countries have
have
trained their children to be comLarry Pratt
national curricula. In the
pliant workers and obedient citizens
United States, however, education is man- perhaps? The array of choices boggles
aged at the state and local levels. Thus, the mind: from Cuba to Zimbabwe to Iran
the concept of designing and agreeing on to Libya, among many others.
a set of learning outcomes across tradiCongressman Ron Paul and the 73
tional jurisdictional lines is new, and it is U.S. Representatives who joined him were
both unsettling and undesirable in the right when they voted to get the U.N. out
minds of many Americans.
of the U.S. and the U.S. out of the U.N.
The U.N. states that it is aware of the Control of U.S. education by Washingpolitical sensitivity of a nationalized edu- ton, D.C. is bad enough, but control by
cation system. This explains the follow- the U.N. is surely the road to perdition.
ing website reference to keeping the
Larry Pratt is Executive Director of Gun
American voter in the dark about what Owners of America (GOA) and has held that
"us elitists" are pulling off: "Officials of position since 1975. GOA is a national orthe U.S. Department ofEducation, as well ganization dedicated topromoting our Secas presidents Bush and Clinton, have ap- ond Amendment freedom to keep and bear
arms. Visit www.gunowners.org.
plauded the emergence of [curriculum]

said, "I fear that something of
great value has ended forever."
Today there are four living
American novelists I know of who are still
at work and who deserve our praise. Thomas Pynchon is still writing. My friend
Philip Roth, who will now share this "distinguished contribution" award with
Stephen King, is a great comedian and
would no doubt find something fu1my to
say about it. There's Cormac McCarthy,
whose novel Blood Meridian is worthy of
Hennan Melville's Moby-Dick, and Don
DeLillo, whose Underworld is a great
book.
Instead, this year's award goes to King.
It's a terrible mistake.
Harold Bloom is a professor at Yale University and author of 23 books. He wrote
this column for the Los Angeles Times and
it also appeared on Boston Globe.com (9/
24/03). (Reprinted by permission.)

Pushing the 'New Civics'
The American History and Civics Education Act of 2003 (H.R. 1078) is pending in the U.S. House of Representatives.
This bill pushes the "new civics" advocated by the Center for Civic Education
(CCE), authors of We, the People: The
Citizen and the Constitution. According
to the Maple River Education Coalition
(now known as EdWatch), H.R. 1078 had
117 cosponsors as of October 2, enough
to allow the bill to be placed on the "consent calendar." This means the bill could
be passed by a voice vote on the House
floor without any hearings or amendments.
H.R. 1078 would set up "Presidential
Academies" to teach the new civics ~
12 for teachers and 12 for high school
juniors and seniors. CCE's own documents describe "New Civics" as follows:
"In this century, by contrast with the past,
we may reasonably speculate that education for citizenship in a democracy will,
with each decade, become everywhere
more global, international and comparative
in curricular content and processes of
teaching and learning. And we ought to
think now about how to improve our current curricular frameworks and standards
for a world transformed by globally accepted and internationally transcendent
principles and process of democracy."
The Senate companion bill, S. 504,
passed 90-0 before education watchdogs
discovered it was on the agenda. For the
first time, warns EdWatch, Congress is
writing actual curriculum into federal law.
"Congress is concerned about the lack of
civics and history knowledge, and this has
appeared to be a perfect solution."
But the new civics does not teach
American sovereignty, the inalienable
rights of American citizens, or the principles of our Founding Fathers. Rather,
CCE compares the "negative" rights in
our Bill of Rights with the "positive constitutionalism in regard to human rights"
~
in the United Nations.
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Junking Junk Food in School Less Than Half of Public High
School Grads Are College-Ready

Arkansas grades students for obesity
LITTLE ROCK, AR - Arkansas has soft drink sales to elementary and junior
begun testing its 447,000 schoolchildren high school students and requiring school
for obesity in a controversial new pro- board approval of other junk food vendgram intended to alert parents to health ing contracts. Officials in Massachusetts,
risks and promote lifestyle changes. The Pennsylvania, Texas and New York City
program calls for calculating each child's are working on proposals to cut down on
"body mass index," an indicator of body junk food in schools. Such efforts often
fat based on height and weight, adjusted encounter resistance because many school
for age and sex. Results will be mailed to districts receive a share of vending-maparents in the spring in the form of health chine revenue.
report cards.
During the next year, a new Arkansas
In the past 20 years, childhood obesity child health advisory committee will rerates have more than doubled in the U.S. view school lunch programs, nutrition
One out of four Arkansas high
( ( (
education, physical education,
school students is overweight, ac/ ( }
and vending machine contracts
cording to state House Speaker
•
to determine whether schools
Herschel Cleveland, who sponsored
are encouraging healthy lifethe new law. According to the
styles. A hefty 69% of ArkanAmerican Academy of Pediatrisas children do not participate in
cians, 15% of Americans between
( l
any physical education classes at
the ages of 6 and 19 are obese.
) "\)
school.
The reports also calls parents'
~
Illinois is the only state in
~ the nation that requires physical
attention to severely underweight
pupils.
~ education through high school,
~ and local school districts are genSchool districts in Pennsylvania, Florida, Massachusetts, Michierally free to experiment with more
gan and South Dakota have established nutritious foods. Students returning to
programs similar to Arkansas' in the last Mundelein High School in Illinois this fall
several years.
were welcomed with bananas, apples and
Critics complain that grading students sugar-free muffins. Sodas, chips and
for fat will expose children to taunts and candy bars were replaced with water,
strain schools' limited resources, and juice, granola bars, fruits and nuts. Hamquestion whether overweight students or burgers, chicken patties and chicken nugtheir parents need schools to point out gets are now baked instead of fried.
the problem. Critics also assert that the Burgers cooked with Michigan cherries
schools provide insufficient physical edu- have been a popular item for more than
cation and are prime purveyors of fatten- three years in Bloomington, Ill. schools.
ingjunk food. School officials and legisVeggie burgers are offered in District
lators around the country have begun re- of Columbia schools, and in Massachuacting to the latter criticism.
setts, state representative Peter J. Koutoujian
This fall, vending machines were has sponsored a bill to impose strict nubanned in Arkansas elementary schools tritional guidelines for foods offered in
under the new childhood obesity law. public schools in his state. The law would
New York and Los Angeles have prohib- ban sales of all soft drinks in schools durited sales of soda and candy in schools. ing school hours as well as candy bars
~
California recently passed a law banning and fried foods.

More Briefs
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43, resigned under pressure in July 2001
and was sentenced April 10 to a year in
prison and two years' probation by a judge
in Hancock County, Miss. As a school
attendance officer, he was in close contact with children and was controversial
for having the parents of truant students
arrested.

A course on "How to be
Gay" at the University of
Michigan raises legislators' hacldes. Taught for
the last several years at the
Ann Arbor campus, the
course has prompted some Rep. Hoogendyk
state legislators to propose a
bill giving the legislature the power to prohibit certain classes. "The majority of taxpayers would not favor use of public dollars for a class like that," said Rep. Jack
Hoogendyk (R-Kalamazoo) (mlive. com,
8-21-03). In 2000, the legislature was just
four votes short of passing a bill to cut off
government funds for gay studies courses.

NEW YORK, NY - Less than half of
American public high school graduates
have taken the courses they need to enter
the least-selective four-year colleges, according to a study released September 16 by the
Manhattan Institute for Policy
Research. For African-American students, the figure is less
than 20%.
All four-year colleges require
at least four years of English,
three years of math, two years
of natural science, two years
of social science, and two years of a foreign language. However, many states
have lower minimum requirements for
graduation from high school. In Illinois,
for example, a graduate must have taken
three years of language arts, two years

Watered Down English Immersion
Law Incurs Governor's Wrath
BOSTON, MA - After the Massa- ers unions, Romney said he wants immichusetts legislature carved out exemptions grant students to learn English first. About
51,000 students in the state have limited
to a voter-approved English-immersion
law for immigrants, Governor Mitt Rom- English skills (boston.com, 7-16-03).
ney called their action an act of
The voter-approved
"unfathomable arrogance" and
law allows for "two-way"
vowed to oust legislators who
programs but requires that
backed the move.
students be able to speak
An overwhelming 68% perEnglish first. The legislature rolled back that part of
cent of Massachusetts voters
approved a ballot initiative last
the law and another part
that limited the programs to
year requiring that immigrant
students be placed in all-English
older students. Opponents
classes instead of bilingual
of "two-way" programs
classes. But on July 14 the lawcharge that they help native
English
speakers who want
makers voted to override the
to learn Spanish, but are a
governor's veto of several
Gov. Mitt Romney
newly created exemptions, indetriment to students who
cluding one for "two-way" programs, a need to learn English.
"Individuals in the legislature or elseform of bilingual education in which students of different cultures learn each where who believe they are smarter than
other's languages simultaneously.
the voters, I'm going to campaign to find
Branding the loopholes as a capitula- people to take their place," Romney said
tion to "special interests," including teach- (bostonherald.corn, 7-16-03 ).
~
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Teaching to the test can be good, concluded a Manhattan Institute study of the
Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test.
If the test effectively measures a broad
set oflmowledge, like learning to read and
do math, teaching to the test "can be a
positive development," wrote researchers Jay P. Greene and Marcus A. Winters. "By forcing teachers to alter their
curricula and teaching techniques in order to get their students to pass the FCAT,
Florida has forced them to better prepare
their students for life outside the classroom walls" (Tallahassee.com, 2-19-03).
New York City started a high school
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender students. The new Harvey Milk
High School, the first of its kind in the
country, opened with 100 students in September following a $3 million renovation.
State Conservative Party Chairman Mike
Long denounced the school as "social engineering" that wastes tax dollars
(nypost.com, 7-28-03).

of math, two years of social science and
one year of science. Missouri's requirements are similar but include one more
unit of science.
Preparation for college has
become a critical issue because 70%
of jobs in the 21st century will require some post-secondary education, said Missouri commissioner of
higher education Quentin Wilson
(stltoday.com, 9-16-03). In 1999,
about 42% of public high school
students who graduated went on to
a four-year college, according to a
Department of Education report. Twentyfour percent went to two-year institutions
and 18% went to technical school.
The Manhattan Institute is a New
York-based think tank that has done research supporting school choice.
~
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