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Single-Sex Classes 
Making Comeback 

In approximately 15 public schools 
across the country, teachers and admin
istrators are bucking the tide of political 
correctness and feminist outrage by seg
regating students according to sex. A few 
of these schools have held single-sex 
classes for a year or more, and students 
are showing gains in achievement and 
improved behavior. 

At the low-performing Thurgood 
Marshall Elementary School in Seattle, 
Washington, principal Benjamin Wright 
incited a· firestorm of protest from state 
education officials and feminists last year 
by separating boys and girls. He reported 
to Education Week ( 5-15-02) that after 
children began attending sex-segregated 
classes, "discipline referrals to his office 
dropped from 30 a day to one or two," 
and the number of boys meeting state 
standards skyrocketed from 10% in 200 l 
to 73% in 2002. "I'm fixing a problem," 
Wright asserted in response to his critics. 

Some single-sex classes operate in 
single gender schools, such as the new 
W ALIPP Preparatory Academy in Hous
ton (for middle-school boys) and the 
Young Women's Leadership Charter 
School in Chicago (for girls in grades 6-
12} Other schools, including the Ellenville 
Middle School in Ellenville, New York, 
segregate students for core-subject 
classes but allow mixed-sex classes for 
electives. At the Southern Leadership 
Academy in Louisville, Kentucky, boys 
and girls see each other only for band and 
chorus. 

Teachers, students and administrators 
involved in single-sex schooling are gen
erally enthusiastic about the results. 
Teachers report that students pay more 
attention to their work and are less dis
ruptive and rowdy. At W ALIPP Acad-

(See Classes, page 4) 

Sun Sets on Bilingual Ed 
Appeals Court upholds Proposition 227 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA- The Ninth 
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals on Oct. 7 
upheld the constitutionality of California's 
Proposition 227, which ended the state's 
failed system ofbilingual education 
in 1998 and replaced it with En
glish immersion. The Appeals 
Court decision upheld a prior U.S. 
District Court ruling that Proposi
tion 227 does not violate the Equal 
Protection Clause of the United 
States Constitution. 

"Nowhere does the text of 

The Ninth Circuit confirmed the lower 
court's opinion that Proposition 227 does 
not harbor "any hidden agenda of racial 
or national origin discrimination against 

any group . . . The debate is 
a neutral one, about which 
system will provide LEP [lim
ited English proficient] children 
with the best education to en
able them to function as Ameri
can citizens and enjoy the op
portunities and privileges oflife 
in the United States." 

Proposition 227 explicitly mention Sharon Browne Pacific Legal Foundation 
racial minorities generally, or any 
racial minority in particular," the Ninth 
Circuit opinion states. "Rather, the ini
tiative merely provides that 'children in 
California public schools' shall be taught 
in English. Furthermore, the record is 
devoid of any evidence that Proposition 
227 was crafted from racial animus." 

Attorney Sharon L. Browne 
successfully defended Proposition 227. 
Following the Ninth Circuit's ruling, she 
stated: "We are overjoyed that the court 
has recognized Proposition 227 as the law
ful, nondiscriminatory solution to a broken 
down system that provided nothing more 

(See Bilingual, page 2) 

TER 
No Muzzle for 
Miss America 

OAKBROOK TERRACE, IL -At a 
press conference on Oct. 9, Miss 
America 2003, Erika Harold, announced 
that beauty pageant officials will allow her 
to speak out on abstinence as part of her 
"violence prevention" platform during her 
reign. Miss Harold successfully stood on 
a platform of abstinence-until-marriage 
during her state and local pageant com
petitions over the past four years, carry
ing her message to thousands of teens 
across Illinois. She says she is "happy" 
that she'll be permitted to do so on a na
tional level as Miss America. 

The crown had barely settled on Miss 
Harold's lovely head before pageant offi
cials attempted to muzzle her on the topic 
of sexual abstinence. At a press confer
ence in Washington, DC just two weeks 
after winning the title, Miss Harold told 
reporters that she had been ordered not 
to speak publicly on the subject. "Quite 
frankly, there are pressures from some 
sides to not promote abstinence," she told 
the Washington Times (10-9-02), adding 
that "I will not be bullied." 

She referenced an email from a Chi
cago student that she said reinforced her 
determination to continue promoting ab
stinence despite the Miss America 
organization's objections. "You changed 
my life because of what you said," the 
girl wrote. "And I really hope that as Miss 
America you continue to share that be
cause it changed my life and I think it can 
change lots of others." 

At her Oct. 9 press conference, Miss 
Harold observed that pageant officials 
hadn't realized the extent of her abstinence 
advocacy in the past. She noted that it 
would be "a disservice" to the thousands 
of young people who have heard her mes-

(See Miss America, page 2) 

S-t-r-e-t-c-h-i-n-g Public School Curriculum to Include Yoga 
ASPEN, CO - Aspen Elementary 

School students in l st through 4th grades 
have a new subject added to their cur
riculum this year: "Yoga Ed." On Sept. 9, 
the school board approved yoga lessons, 
supposedly to help students "relax" and 
adjust to the new school year. A contro
versy arose when some parents objected 
to the lessons on the ground that yoga is 
based on Hinduism and other eastern reli
gions and therefore violates the so-called 
separation between church and state. 

The objecting parents, including First 
Baptist Church of Aspen Pastor Steve 
Woodrow, insist that yoga is more than 
stretching and exercise, and that it can
not be separated from its religious roots. 
At a public meeting before the lessons 
won final approval, Woodrow pointed out 
a number of religious terms in the cur
riculum, including "mantra," "mandela" 

(a Buddhist spiritual term), and "medita- The Aspen Center's website states 

tion." The parents also objected to thle.. . that its mission is to focus "on the rela-
use of non-teacher instructors who -~: tion of mind and body and the ways in 
may view yoga lessons as "spiritual." ,, which emotional, mental, social and 

In addressing parents' con- . spiritual factors can affect the whole 
cerns, Aspen School Superinten- ' "· of human health." The in-school yoga 
dent Tom Farrell vowed that any and all 
religious references would be removed 
from the program, but Woodrow noted 
that this promise merely reinforced his 
contention that the program does indeed 
have religious content. 

According to the Aspen Times (8-28-
02), the yoga program was introduced 
to teachers last spring by its sponsor, the 
Aspen Center for New Medicine. Aspen 
School Principal Barb Pitchford stated 
that she and "a majority of the school 
staff liked the idea of alternatively calm
ing and invigorating exercises for their 
charges." 

program was created after an "expert 
yogi" visited the Center in February. 

While the Center for New Medicine, 
the School District, and the American Yoga 
Association all insist that yoga is not reli
gious and that it actually predates the 
Hindu religion "by many centuries," yoga 
has long been associated with ancient 
Hindu practices, and its ties to spirituality 
and meditation are difficult to dispute. 

According to the Washington Post, 
yoga is "a multi-hundred-million-dollar 
business in America," claiming some 15 
million adherents. The Post chronicled 
charges (8-27-02) by former yoga 

teacher Thom Birch that the practice "has 
become cutthroat and mafia-like." Birch 
asserted that many yoga practitioners "are 
the biggest thieves, bullies and sex addicts 
- all of it under this veil of spirituality." 

High-profile instructors including 
Bikram Choudhury, the self-proclaimed 
"Guru of the Stars," have trademarked 
yoga poses and spiritual terms in order to 
collect fees for their use. Choudhury re
portedly compares himself to Jesus and 
Buddha and claims he can cure diseases. 

None of this is reassuring to the par
ents of Aspen Elementary School students 
who are allegedly being cured of their 
"rowdiness" with weekly yoga classes. 
Although an attorney for the Aspen 
Schools expressed confidence that the 
lessons don't violate the Constitution, Steve 
Woodrow and fellow parents expect the 
dispute will end up in court. ~ 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

The NEA gives 95'% of its money 
to Democrats, states a new report 
produced by the Education Intelligence 
Agency (EIA), a private contract re
search firm. The teachers union asks 
a dollar a month for politics from its 
members, claiming the money is spent 
on candidates and issues that help 
teachers. But the NEA' s last survey of 
its members showed that about 30% 
are registered Republicans and another 
25% are Independents. The EIA report 
was compiled from Federal Election 
commission documents, the Center 
for Responsive Politics, all 50 secre
taries of state or state election boards, 
and the teachers unions themselves. 

A New Jersey 4th grader was given 
Ritalin by mistake. Harrison Town
ship parent Sharie Gaull was outraged 
to learn that the nurse at her daughter's 
school accidentally gave the child a 
dose of Ritalin intended for another 
student with the same first name. The 
girl visited the nurse complaining of a 
loose tooth. Her parents filed a report 
with local police after discovering that 
the school had waited 50 minutes be
fore contacting them about the incident. 
The child was taken to a local hospital, 
where doctors discovered that she has 
a heart mmmuL Side effects of Ritalin 
include irregular heartbeat, palpita
tions, and increased heartbeat. 

Mo:re than 600,000 college fresh
men need remedial courses this 
falt Courses in reading, writing and 
math cost U.S. taxpayers approxi
mately $1 billion and contain material 
that should have been mastered in high 
school. By next year nine states will 
have drastically cut back or eliminated 
remedial classes in four-year public 
colleges. 

California's state list of necom
mended books for students ex
cludes American heroes and fom1-
den;. While many great literary works 
appear on the 2,700-title list, books 
about Washington, Jefferson, Paine, 
and John Paul Jones are missing, as is 
the Bible, stories about America's war 
heroes, inventors, and the taming of 
the .American west Christopher Co
lumbus is represented in only one book 
as an exploiter of native Americans. 
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New Jersey Education Association 
Censors Abstinence Message 

TRENTON, NJ - The New Jersey 
Education Association's (NJEA) annual 
three~day conference beginning Nov. 7 
in Atlantic City won't include three ab
stinence-education workshops. The 
New Jersey Star-Ledger reported (10-
16~02) that the union canceled the work
shops after discovering that an educator 
and two medical doctors who favor ab
stinence•only sex education for youth 
would be conducting the sessions, 

One of the scheduled presenters, 
New Jersey Coalition for Abstinence 
Education Director Bernadette Vissani, 
charged the union with censorship, stat
ing: ''We are considered exports in the 
field of abstinence educl!tiOn, and I think 
we have something to ., ex-

plained that, while she and the other pre• 
senters personally favor abstinence-only 
sex education for students, they were 
planning to discuss the dangers of sexu
ally transmitted diseases and presenttips 
for remaining abstinent. 

Scheduled to speak along with Vissani 
were Joanna Mohn, an internist lJ.lldmem
ber of the New Jersey Physicians Re
source Council, and physician 
James Thompson, a member of the New 
Jersey Advisory Council on. Adolescent 
Pregnancy. 

Replacement workshops will be given 
by members of the Network for Family 
Life Education at Rutgers University, 

t~%!,~h~1r,1in "comprehensive'' 

~ 

Miss America (Continuedfrompage ]), ______ _ 

sage "to be silent on the issue." The 
internet journal Illinois Leader reported 
Oct 18 that Erika plans to continue pro
moting her platform. "I will resign from 
Miss America rather than be forced to be 
a hypocrite," she said. 

An Oct. IO letter of congratulations 
to Miss Harold, signed by 38 U.S. Rep
resentatives, stated that "as Members of 
Congress who have presided over the suc
cessful implementation of federal absti-

nence-until-marriage education programs, 
we know how important it is to speak pub
licly and honestly about the emotional and 
physical risks and dangers facing our 
nation's youth and the promises and op
portunities that come with abstinence-un
til-marriage." The letter urged the new 
Miss America "to stand strong in your 
commitment and your willingness to stand 
up for your beliefs and promote the healthy 
message ofabstinence until marriage."~ 

Bilingual Ed (Continuedfrompagel), _______ _ 

than a disservice to California's English 
learning students." 

The initiative was approved by Cali
fornia voters in June 1998 by a margin of 
61 % to 39%. According to the Washing
ton Times (National Weekly Edition, 10/ 
14-20/02) a poll taken in Los Angeles 
prior to the election found that Proposi
tion 227 was supported by 84% of Latino 
voters as well as 80% of non-Hispanic 
white voters. 

Its passage essentially dismantled 
California's 30-year-old practice of teach
ing LEP students in their native language 
and replaced it with a system of "shel
tered English immersion," which means 
students are provided with a temporary 

transition period not to exceed one year 
before being placed in English-only class
rooms. Students are allowed waivers 
from English immersion when there is a 
need and parental consent. 

After Proposition 227 became law, 
LEP 2nd graders' test scores in spelling, 
language, reading, and math rose dramati
cally on statewide tests. (See Education 
Reporter, April 2002.) 

The challenge to Proposition 227's 
constitutionality was brought by the Mexi
can American Legal Defense and Educa
tional Fund (MALDEF), the Multicultural 
Education Training and Advocacy Group 
(META), the ACLU, and other bilingual 
education supporters. ~ 

Book of the Month 

The Right Questions: Truth, Mean
ing & Public Debate, Phillip E. 
Johnson, InterVarsity Press, 2002, 191 
pps., $16 hardcover 

In his new book, Phillip Johnson 

sagely observes that "[t]rying to get to 
the answer before one has understood 
all the right questions is a prime source 
of error in human affairs." He wrote 
the book to help Christians and other 

&Ptnuc 
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truth-seekers "open up 
the ideologically closed 
classroom" when it 
comes to evolution vs. 
intelligent design. 

Johnson writes 
that, although one 
might expect a healthy 
debate in intellectual 

circles over whether the appearance of 
design in biology is real or illusory, such 
debate does not occur. Nor does dis
cussion of how the evidence of biology 
may bear on the proposition that hu
mans are created equal to each other 
and superior to all other forms of life. 
This is because society's intellectual elite 
"has actually suppressed honest public 
debate on most issues." 

Johnson states that, until recently, 
"educators assumed that controversy 
over biological evolution was a thing of 
the past, but now the subject is coming 
to life on both Christian and secular cam
puses." He notes that every campus is 
home to "scores of faculty and students 
who are suffocated by the prevailing dog
mas of scientific materialism or political 
correctness but who almost never get a 
chance to hear anything else." The in
tellectual culture of our time enforces a 
distinction between belief and knowl
edge, and between faith and reason, he 
says, which makes it virtually impossible 
to ask the right questions. 

Some of the author's "right ques
tions" include: 
♦ Why is it always wrong to mix sci
ence and religion? 
♦ How can a college education pre
pare students to understand the ultimate 
purpose or meaning for which life 
should be lived and to choose rightly 
from among the available possibilities? 
♦ How can democratic liberalism re
main viable when severed from its 
Christian roots? 

The Right Questions is a thought
provoking book that mixes Johnson's 
scholarship with a personal glimpse into 
his life. Grappling with a medical prob
lem in July 2001 inspired him to con
cerive of "the right questions." Read
ers can't help but become better 
equipped to lead the way in opening up 
the search for truth and meaning 
through the kind of public education that 
"teaches the controversy." 

Contact InterVarsity Press, Krista 
Carnet, 800/843-4587, ext 4013, or 
visit www.therightquestions.com 
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FOCUS: ~ Can Science Justify Preschool?~ 
By Verne Bacharach, Ph.D. 

About 20 states have initiated or are 
in the process of initiating free pre-K pro
grams for children in low-income fami
lies. These programs are enormously ex
pensive. In my home state ofNorth Caro
lina, the Smart Start program will cost 
over $300 million a year when fully imple
mented. The state of Alabama is trying 
to start a program called Kidstuff, essen
tially a replication of Smart Start, and it 
too is projected to cost about $300 mil
lion when fully funded. These are gov
ernment estimates, so we know that the 
actual cost will be considerably higher. 

What is the scientific justification for 
these programs and is there any reason 
to support them? The primary rationale 
is educational. People talk about "school 
readiness." The argument is that chil
dren who go through these programs will 
be better prepared for school. The theory 
is that they will be intellectually more ad
vanced and their behavioral development 
will be improved. In reality, these pro
grams are simply free babysitting. 

Most states offer additional rationales, 
including that the programs teach better 
parenting skills. But I can tell you that 
these programs do not improve the 
parenting skills of parents who need it 
most. There is also a health component, 
but evidence indicates that children in pre
K programs are actually less healthy than 
children raised at home. All pre-K pro
grams have plans for creating public 
awareness, but if you read the promo
tional brochures, you'll notice that they 
are little more than political indoctrination. 
Scientific Evidence? 

Is there any scientific evidence to 
suggest that pre-K care programs affect 
the school readiness of children? 

The only research method that can 
definitively determine if there is a rela
tionship between pre-K care and the in
tellectual and behavioral development of 
children is the randomized trial longitudi
nal method. This method has two im
portant components. The first is that 
children be divided into two groups prior 
to the pre-K care experience: one group 
that is exposed to pre-kindergarten care 
( the pre-K group), and one that is not ( the 
control group). This is an important step 
because all research subjects must be 
theoretically the same in intellectual func
tioning and behavioral development, etc. 
The second component is to assess the 
children over a period of time (longitudi
nal). This is important because an effect 
of pre-K care at one point in time might 
disappear later on. 

Only five studies during the past 30 
years have used this research methodol
ogy. Four of the studies have been pub
lished in scientific publications, one has 
only been presented in a private publica
tion. Data from these studies will be used 
by states to justify tax-funded pre-K cen
ter care programs. 

The Abecedarian Project is the single 
most important pre-K care study ever 

conducted. The University of North 
Carolina did the study and it is the only 
one ever published in scientific literature 
suggesting that pre-K care can improve 
the intellectual functioning of children. 

There were about l 00 children in
volved, primarily from low income, Afri
can-American families. This study is a 
very long longitudinal study, begun in the 
early 1980s, and researchers are continu
ing to follow those individuals in adult
hood. It is unquestionably the most ex
tensive study ever done in this area and is 
the principal study on which the others 
are based. 

According to the authors, at three 
years of age the children in the pre-K 
group had significantly higher levels of 
intellectual functioning than the children 
in the control group. They also found 
that the children in the pre-K group had 
significantly more behavioral problems 
than the children in the control group. At 
21 years of age, the adults who had been 
in the pre-K group still had higher IQs 
compared to the adults who had been in 
the control group. But there are some 
serious problems with this study. 

All the children had their IQs mea
sured before they were sorted into the two 
study groups. The average IQ difference 
between the children placed in the pre-K 
group compared to those in the control 
group was six points. At age 21, the IQ 
difference was still six points. During the 
first few years of the study, the pre-K 
children's IQs began increasing relative 
to the children in the control group, but 
by the time they were about six years old, 
the differences had begun to decrease. 

We find in many cases that the intel
lectual functioning of children will in
crease for a time when they are exposed 
to pre-K care, but by the time they enter 
first grade, that difference dissipates. The 
other problem is that, contrary to expec
tations, the children in the pre-K group 
were more likely to need special educa
tion than the children in the control group. 

Although the Abecedarian study is 
ballyhooed as showing unequivocally that 
pre-K care programs have a positive ef
fect on children's intellectual develop
ment, it probably doesn't really show that. 
Project Care & IHDP 

There are two other studies that used 
exactly the same procedures as the 
Abecedarian Project, called Project Care 
and the Infant Health and Development 
Project (IHDP). Project Care was done 
by the same researchers at the same lo
cation as the Abecedarian Project, using 
children from the same population in the 
Chapel Hill area ofNorth Carolina. Both 
Project Care and the IHDP failed to find 
any effect on the intellectual development 
of the children, and researchers didn't 
measure the behavioral differences. 

Perhaps the most sophisticated of 
these studies was the IHDP, which was 
done using low-birth weight, pre-term 
children. These children tend to be more 
at risk for poor cognitive development 
than normal birth weight children. The 

authors of this study sorted the children 
into two groups - again a pre-K group 
and a control group- and followed them 
over a fairly long period of time. 

In the early l 990s, they reported data 
on these children at three years of age in 

Dr. Bacharach 

the Journal of the 
American Medical As
sociation (JAMA). 
The published report 
claimed that the chil
dren in the pre-K 
group had significantly 
higher IQs than the 
children in the control 
group. A colleague 
and I managed to ob

tain the raw data this report was based 
on. After re-analyzing the data, we be
gan writing a paper to show that the au
thors' conclusions were probably prema
ture, that there was very little evidence 
that the effects they were reporting had 
anything to do with pre-K care. 

While we were writing our paper, the 
authors of the study published an article 
reporting data gathered on the children at 
five years of age. Suddenly, the differ
ence in intellectual developmentbetween 
the pre-K group and the control group 
was very small, but the authors insisted it 
was still statistically significant. When 
researchers start relying heavily on sta
tistical significance, your ears should perk 
up, because it probably means there is no 
practical significance at all. In fact, the 
difference in IQs between these two 
groups at that point was meaningless in a 
practical sense. 

Peculiarly, at the bottom of one of 
the pages of the article was a footnote 
indicating that the researchers had placed 
other research data pertaining to the study 
into an archive at the University of Michi-

There is 
noeridencc 
tha.tpre-K 
ccnte:rcarc 
programs 
improve 
school 
readiness or 
:increase 
academic 
achievement. 

gan. We wrote 
the university 
and got the data. 

Incredibly, 
the archived 
data indicated 
that there was 
no statistically 
significant dif-
ference in the 
IQs between the 
two groups of 
children! These 
researchers had 

---lllllllll!lllll!l!llllilllllll-11111111 published the 
data that showed 

there was a statistically significant differ
ence between the groups and archived the 
data that showed there was no significant 
difference. We included the archived data 
in our article and had it published. 

The authors of the IHDP study wrote 
another report based on the children at 
eight years of age, concluding that "al
though it is hypothesized that the effects 
of early intervention (pre-K care) is most 
evident in the prevention of school fail
ure, no differences were found in the chil
dren who repeated a grade or needed spe
cial education." 

Thus, two attempts to replicate the 
Abecedarian study - one by the same 
people who conducted it - failed to do 
so, although in science it is very impor
tant that such effects can be replicated. 
Although the IHDP was a state-of-the
art project involving 900 children, you 
won't hear much about it. The first ar
ticle on IHDP published in the JAMA re
ceived a lot of mainstream press, but 
when the second report appeared stating 
that pre-K care has no effect on children, 
we heard nothing about it. 
The Perry Preschool Project 

There is another study that you will 
hear a lot about: the Perry Preschool 
Project According to the researchers, 
not only did this pre-K program increase 
the intellectual functioning of the children, 
the increase was dramatic. In addition, 
they claimed it dramatically decreased the 
number of individuals who later had 
trouble with the law. In contrast, the 
Abecedarian Project found no effect at 
all on criminal behavior. 

Based on the Perry findings, research
ers have done cost-benefit analyses pur
porting to show that pre-K programs re
duce crime and its cost to society. Of 
course, these analyses are often outra
geous. Nevertheless, states buy into 
them, and the justification for the Kidstuff 
program in Alabama is based almost en
tirely on the findings of the Perry Pre
school Project. If you read the docu
ments promoting Kidstuff, they are filled 
with the results of this project. 

Yet the Perry Preschool Project find
ings have never been reported in any sci
entific journal or any scientific outlet of 
any kind. The only reason we know about 
it is because the researchers started their 
own publication company, published their 
own technical reports and their own 
books. Then they commercialized their 
project, selling it to states and school dis
tricts. Their book, in my opinion, is noth
ing but an infomercial for their commer
cial operation. The fact that the study 
has never been published in any scientific 
outlet tells me that it is not science. 

Taken together, what do all these stud
ies tell us? The first thing is that pre-K 
care programs have no effect on the in
tellectual development of children. There 
is no convincing evidence that you can 
raise children's IQs by having them at
tend these programs. There is no evi
dence that pre-K programs improve 
school readiness or that they lead to in
creased academic achievement At best, 
pre-K care programs don't appear to have 
any effect on children's behavioral devel
opment, although there is some evidence 
that these programs may increase the risk 
of behavior problems. 
The Bottom Line 

Why the rush by politicians, scientists, 
government bureaucrats, and others to 
promote these programs? Why not give 
parents vouchers for free babysitting? 

One answer is that politicians are 
looking for votes. Some of them may 

(See Preschool, page 4) 



4 EDUCATION REPORTER, NOVEMBER 2002 

Why Silence Miss America? 
Many of Miss America's supporters 

are questioning why pageant officials im
mediately tried to silence her on the sub
ject of teen chastity, especially since re
cent polls and studies show 
that young people want the 
message and that teen birth 
rates and abortion numbers are 
declining. These trends, they 
say, should indicate the wis
dom of promoting the positive, 

promote comprehensive sex ed and con
dom distribution in schools. 

The Time article stated that the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), which has supported condom 

healthy message of chastity in Erika Harold 
this age of AIDS and rampant 

use and comprehensive sex education 
with its "Programs That Work" (see 
Education Reporter, May 2000), "has 
been quietly recasting its position on ab
stinence." According to Time, the CDC 
pulled the Programs That Work from 
its website this summer, and is "focus
ing on abstinence-only programs." 

sexually transmitted diseases. 
Some contend that Erika Harold's ab

stinence message simply doesn't jibe with 
our sex-saturated culture. Alabama state 
school board candidate and pro-family 
activist Betty Peters reported that on Oct. 
3, MTV sponsored a one-hour program 
emphasizing the inadvisability of 
America's schools teaching abstinence
only sex education. 

Peters related that the Sexuality In
formation and Education Council of the 
U.S. (SIECUS) "has begun running pub
lic service announcements (PSAs) with 
this same message," and added that a re
cent issue of Time online (9-29-02) also 
focused on the abstinence-only sex edu
cation debate. One article, "An Rx For 
Teen Sex," examined several abstinence 
programs and the growing support for 
abstinence-only education among mem
bers of the medical profession, while a 
Time.com press release promoted MTV's 
"Fight for Your Rights" pro-comprehen
sive ("safe sex") sex ed initiative and an
nounced that" Time magazine" was "join
ing forces with MTV" to address the "hot
button issue" os teen sex. "An Rx For 
Teen Sex" provided links to websites that 

'Advocates for Youth' 
A search of the CDC website by Edu

cation Reporter failed to locate the "Pro
grams That Work" but did reveal that one 
of the CDC's "key partners" in a "Global 
AIDS Program" is a group called Advo
cates for Youth, which scorns abstinence 
education on its website and which has 
joined forces with MTV in its "fight for 
your right" to comprehensive sex ed 
project. 

"Just say no didn't work for drugs," 
Advocates states, "and it won't work for 
sex." A goal ofthejointprojectwith MTV 
is to cut off abstinence education fund-
ing by circulating a petition to youth and 
their parents both online and through other 
means. This petition, along with the use 
of PSAs and a voter registration drive 
called "Rock the Vote," are designed to 
defeat Congressmen who support absti
nence education funding. 

Despite the billions of taxpayer dol
lars that have funded explicit sex educa
tion programs through the CDC, SIECUS, 
Planned Parenthood, and others, Advo-
cates for Youth whined in a press release 
that "Thanks to a half billion dollars in 
government funds allocated since 1996 
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actually believe pre-K care programs 
work and are trying to help their constitu
ents. Some are probably cynics and want 
to advance their political careers on the 
backs of children. Others may be ideo
logues who believe the state is a better 
parent than parents. Some may even be
lieve these programs represent an oppor
tunity to politically indoctrinate young 
children. 

As for the scientists, I know they know 
better. When they promote these programs, 
they are either trying to further their pro
fessional careers - because there's a lot 
of money involved - or they may have 
an ideological agenda. In most cases, I 
think their motivation is power and money. 

There is a very important political 
movement afoot in the United States to 
fund pre-K center care, to get the federal 
government to fund these programs and, 
among some people, to make them man
datory. A lot of well-meaning parents, 
when told that pre-K care will help their 
children, vote for the politicians who sup
port it. Then there are the welfare recipi
ents who support the programs because 
they will gain financially from them. 

Pre-K care programs are filled with 
fund allocations that have nothing to do 
with helping young children, but they are 

important because they buy votes, and 
votes buy power, and votes buy money. 
Included in the allocations for Kidstuff in 
Alabama are the following: $377,000 for 
a state board, $225,000 for an audit team, 
$120,000 to create a form, $200,000 to 
set up a website, $2 million for an inspec
tion service, $175,000 to create a rating 
system and, for some reason, $200,000 
to prevent teen pregnancy. You know 
what that means; $200,000 will buy a lot 
of condoms. Then they'll spend at least 
$900,000 on their public awareness cam
paign and $1.2 million for a so-called par
ent training kit. 

Pre-K center care programs do not 
help children. They harm children in a 
general way because, if the limited state 
and federal funds available for children's 
programs are squandered on programs 
that do not help children, then these funds 
will not be available for programs that do 
help children. 

Pre-K center care programs help poli
ticians, parents looking for free babysitting 
and unscrupulous educators and psy
chologists, but not children. ,S 

Dr. Bacharach is a professor and researcher 
in the Dept. of Psychology at Appalachian 
State University in North Carolina. 

to abstinence-only-until-marriage pro
grams, young people are likely to return 
to class this year to find that 'ignorance
based' curricula are being used in their 
schools." The press release promotes 
Advocates' drive to defeat abstinence edu
cation funding. 
Failure of 'Safe Sex' 

Last year, two physician's groups rep
resenting 10,000 doctors nationwide pub
licly called for the director of the CDC to 
step down, citing the failure of CDC's 
"safe sex" campaign to protect the pub
lic. The Catholic Medical Association and 
the Physicians Consortium accused the 
agency of covering up the deficiencies 
of condom use and withholding that in
formation from American citizens. 

Former Oldahoma Congressman Tom 
Coburn, a practicing physician and spokes
man for the Physicians Consortium, stated 
that over the past 15 years "we have seen 
a tremendous increase in sexually trans
mitted diseases," and that part of the blame 
lies with the safe sex message dissemi
nated by the CDC and others. 

Last month, the National Physicians 
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emy - the brainchild of a Baptist 
minister's wife and partly funded by her 
church's foundation - teacher Clayborne 
Polk Jr. told the Dallas Morning News 
(9-17-02) that because there are no girls, 
his students "stay focused, without dis
tractions." He expects them to 
reach "a higher level of think
ing" by the end of the year. 

Chicago's Young Women's 
Leadership Academy, now in its 
third year, is so successful that 
it boasts a student body of 3 25 
and a waiting list of 400. The 
mostly minority students "have 

Center for Family Resources issued a 
press release applauding Erika Harold's 
stand on abstinence education and chas
tising the Miss America pageant for at
tempting to silence her. The news re
lease cited the health-risk behaviors as
sociated with early sexual involvement, 
including the fact that, "every day in the 
United States, 8,000 adolescents contract 
a sexually transmitted disease." 

Undeterred by the facts and statistics 
compiled by these physicians groups, the 
comprehensive sexed forces - through 
websites such as that of MTV, Advocates 
for Youth, the Coalition for Positive Sexu
ality, and Planned Parenthood's Teenwire, 
-continue their promotion of"safe sex," 
along with efforts to cut off funds for 
abstinence programs. 

"It's no wonder Miss America's 'ab
stinence only' message has garnered such 
opposition," observes Betty Peters. "But 
she has successfully interwoven absti
nence with violence prevention, because 
research shows that destructive behav
iors such as teen promiscuity and vio
lence are inextricably linked." ~ 

rights legislation," commented Leslie 
Annexstein, a senior counsel at the Na
tional Women's Law Center, in Educa
tion Week. "We're concerned about how 
the [U.S. Education] department might be 
trying to circumvent the law." 

The NEA has called single-sex classes 
"bad educational policy," and an NEA 

spokesman claimed "there really 
aren't any studies" that show 
single-sex classes improve aca
demic achievement 

a feeling that they can do what- Christina Hoff 
ever they want to do," stated Sommers 

But according to author and 
American Enterprise Institute 
scholar Christina Hoff Sommers, 
that's because single-sex classes 
haven't been given a chance. She 
cited as an example six experimen
tal single-gender schools that 

Joan Hall, president of the Academy's 
board of directors, in an interview with 
CNN Student News. Hall stated that one 
of the reasons for the school's success 
is its "school-wide reading program that 
gets struggling readers up to grade level." 

While most single-sex class experi
ments are taking place in schools plagued 
by poor test scores and serious discipline 
problems, some experts say race and 
socio-economic status make little differ
ence in the results. Medical doctor and 
psychologist Dr. Leonard Sax points out 
that "boys and girls are wired differently" 
and that single-sex classes allow teach
ers to tailor their instruction to the differ
ent ways children learn. 

Single-sex schooling has received a 
high-profile boost from the Bush admin
istration, and this development has the 
NEA, the ACLU, feminists in academia, 
and some women's groups up in arms. 
A clause in the president's "No Child Left 
Behind" Act of 2001 encourages ex
panded educational choices, and the U.S. 
Department of Education under Secre
tary Rod Paige has announced it will in
terpret Title IX- the gender-equity law 
-more loosely to encourage single-gen
der class options for students. 

"It's a red flag immediately if you're 
talking about changing long-standing civil 

opened in California in September of 1997, 
part of a joint effort between then-Gov
ernor Pete Wilson and a group of con
cerned parents and teachers to improve 
educational prospects for disadvantaged 
children. In 2001, the Ford Foundation 
released an 83-page report on these 
schools that was heralded. as "the most 
comprehensive study of single-sex pub
lic schooling in the United States to date." 
It failed to show, said Sommers, whether 
the schools improved students' grades, 
test scores or attendance. "Most of the 
study was devoted to 'critiquing' parents, 
teachers, and students for their 'gendered 
perceptions.' " 

The Ford report classified as sexist 
any teacher who believed there are dif
ferences between girls and boys that call 
for different instructional approaches. 
The report "made it a point not to evalu
ate any of the academic benefits of the 
schools," Sommers asserted. 

Many observers believe the single
sex class concept will spread, and teach
ers and administrators involved in the pro
grams seem satisfied so far. "From what 
I've seen going around the classrooms, 
it's much more orderly," said Southern 
Leadership Academy's Assistant Princi
pal Bill Redmon. "We don't have the boy
girl hormonal thing going on." ~ 


