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Betting on Teacher 

Re-certiflcation 
CHICAGO,. IL ~ Rather than 

boosting knowledge. and teaching 
sk:iJls, some teacher riMlertification 
courses f<Jcus.onactivities such as race
track gambling, Tai<Cl:ii. classes and 
massage teclmiques. An investigative 
report by the Chicago Tribune (8-12-
0 l) noted that,although the state Boatd 
ofEducatioh is supposed to oversee the 
program, it "does not even know what 
classes. are being .offered." 

One 15-credit hour class is calle:d 
"Probabilities in Gaming." On a hot 
Saturday in July, 45 Chicago-area 
teachers went to the Arlington Park 
racetrack, had lunch, and thenleamed 
how to read the racing guide and cal~ 
culate thepayout Before.placing bets, 
they talked about betting odds .and how 
to pick: a winner, such as considering 
the age of the horse and the days since 
his last race. 

The final assignment was to create 
a math problem for their students and 
discuss it When the teachetsdeparted, 
however, the classroom mathp,toblem 
had not come up. Professor David 
Spangler, who taught the course, 
clai:tried that a day 
teachers e.xdted about math, He told ' 
the Tribune: "The goal is to take m.:ath 
out of the classroom .This is math in 
the real world:' 

The high school andmiddl.e school 
educators enrolled in. the class e:lam:ied 
it was a beneficial professional devel
opment tooL One teavher commented, 
\'I think it'.g a bo.ost to a c.lassroom 
when you have active· stuff.kids can 
do." Another teacher asserted: "Kids 
all gamble nowadays, so teaching prob
ability this way makes itm.:ore.fun•fbr 
them and I thin:k they can 1J11de.rstartd 
itbette:r." 

Other "development"· classes held 
earlier this year at Ulinois State Uni
versity in Normal, Illinois awarded 
credits for Tai Chi and massa.ge 
therapy. A masseur calling himself 
"Magic Fingers" taught 25 teachers the 
finer points of back rubs, in.eluding 
how to knead kinks out of necks and 
lower stress levels. In another course 
on the university campus, Tai Chi ex
pert Al Lawrence led 30 teachers 
through a Tai Chi workout. 

The rules for teacher re-certifica
tion specify that teachers must accu~ 
mulate a prescribed number of credit 
hours. Other activities that can fulfill 
the requirement include attending 
workshops, serving on statew:ide com
mittees, writing magazine articles, and 
participating in union activities. 

According to the Education Intel 4 

ligence Agency (BIA), the Tribune ar
ticle missed "the even bigger scandal: 

(See Betting, page 2) 
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Parents Fume Over School Referendum 
County did 'whatever it took' to pass tax increase 

MOBILE COUNTY, AL - Public 
school employees have often used the 
schools to champion political causes, but 
the Mobile County public school system 
may have broken new ground in its 2001 
campaign to pass the 
area's first property 
tax increase in 56 
years.* According to 
parents and other citi
zens, after a 1999 at
tempt to hike prop
erty taxes failed, the 
school district, along 
with local politicians 
and other govern
ment entities, busi
nesses, and the Mobile City and County 
Chambers of Commerce, pulled out all 
the stops to pass the new tax. It was ap
proved on May 15 by a vote of58,255 to 
45,209. 

Parent Lisa Hatchett was so outraged 
by the "Yes" campaign tactics that she 
organized an ad hoc committee to inves
tigate. As evidence of abuses mounted 
(see Field Trip, page 2), she incorporated 
a grassroots organization called CBG
Citizens for Better Government. A core 
group of members meet weekly, then dis
seminate information to other concerned 
citizens. 

"We discovered that the referendum 
itself may have violated the equal pro
tection clause of the 14th Amendment of 

the U.S. Constitution because the ballot were not adequately informed about the 
wording was different for city and county 
residents," Mrs. Hatchett asserts. "We 
also found that taxpayer dollars allocated 
to certain organizations for the pur

pose of carrying 
out their missions 
were diverted to 
support the 'Yes' 
campaign. The lo
cal Chambers of 

property-tax hike or told that the school 
system's budget actually had a large cash 
reserve; 2) Voters and schoolchildren 
were unfairly exploited by scare tactics, 
and some students were so traumatized 
that they developed ulcers and other ail
ments requiring medical care; 3) Funds 
were transferred from one government 
account to another for the purpose of aid
ing the campaign; 4) School employees 

" and public officials used their of

Commerce, 
which this 
year received 
$400,000 in 

fices and public goods to promote 
the referendum for their own per
sonal gain. 
Deceit, Coercion, Intimidation 

taxpayers' 
money from 
the City and 

Public officials painted a dire 
picture of the consequences if the 
referendum were to fail. High 
school football and other sports 
programs would be scrapped, they 
claimed, even though money was 

Mobile County schools promoted l d b d t d c th a rea y u ge e 1or ose pro-
tax referendum on school property Ch 1 d • d b d 

County of Mobile, funneled $50,000 into 
the campaign." 

Ironically, a measure called Amend
ment One was approved by Alabama vot
ers in 2000 with the promise that, if 
passed, taxes would never be raised again 
in the state. CBG notes that many of the 
same groups and officials who supported 
Amendment One also supported this 
year's property tax increase. 

CBG further alleges that: 1) Voters 

grams. eer ea mg an an 
programs would cease, even though par
ents pay for their children to participate 
in such programs. Mobile County would 

(See Referendum, page 2) 

* Although there have been no new taxes 
until this year, sources say property taxes 
have nonetheless climbed 53% over the past 
40 years in Mobile County through prop
erty tax "renewals. " Periodic appraisals 
raise property values, thus increasing tax 
revenues. 

Turbo Charged! 
'Turbo Reader' is new tool 
in fight against illiteracy 

schools, yet the Whole Language method 
persists, often under the guise of a "bal
anced" or "comprehensive" approach. 
(See Education Reporter, May 2001 and 
July 2000.) 

St. Louis teacher and reading tutor 
Rosanne Donato calls the new Turbo 
Reader "the best phonics system I've ever 
seen," and recommends it for "anyone of 
any age who is looking for reading im
provement." Donato emphasizes that 
"reading problems affect students in all 
areas - academic, social, and emo
tional." 

ALTON, IL - Education is now 
widely recognized as the number-one is
sue in America, and educators, parents, 
politicians and media pundits are all 
clamoring for "reform." Yet most edu
cation reform models and literacy pro
grams use the same failed Whole Lan
guage method that created the crisis in 
the first place. With illiteracy rates at 
least 60% among disadvantaged youth 
and 40% among all youth, grassroots vol
unteers are taking matters into their own 
hands. These volunteers are hailing a 
brand new teaching tool called Turbo 
Reader, a phonics instruction system de
veloped by Phyllis Schlafly. 

Volunteer tutors in St. Louis are al
ready taking Turbo Reader on their 
weekly visits to inner- city schools, where 
they t~ach children to read after school 
hours. "Unfortunately," says volunteer 
coordinator Lois Linton, "the need is 

great and the laborers are few. Parents 
need to be asking why the schools aren't 
doing the job." 

Last month, a science teacher in the St. 
Louis public schools called in on a nation
wide talk radio program to complain that 
half of her 8th-grade students can't read. 
She said the school administration puts 
"tremendous pressure" on her to "accom
modate" these students. She is required 
to "read the tests to them or read the tests 
onto a cassette so they can listen to them, 
to give them more time to take the test, 
and to allow them to tum in papers late." 

This teacher, who asked that her name 
be withheld, admitted that she has to "cut 
th_e amount of subject matter for 8th-grade 
science" by more than a third because of 
her students' reading difficulties. 

Many experts have found that students' 
failure to learn to read is directly related 
to the lack of phonics instruction in the 

Author Schlafly is well qualified in 
phonics instruction. She taught each of 
her six children to read using phonics and, 
in 1994, she introduced her highly suc
cessful First Reader phonics curriculum, 
which has been used by thousands of par
ents, tutors and elementary school teach
ers. 

Turbo Reader takes students of all ages 
in a logical sequence from sounds ... to 
words ... to stories. After a few weeks of 
instruction, users say, reading skills im
prove and students can read big words. 

For more information, call 1-866-
TRY TURBO or point your browser to 
www. turbo reader.com. ~ 
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Standards-based report cards in H
lin ois elementary schools get 
thumbs-down from parents. In lieu 
ofleiter grades, these report cards con
tain "performance" evaluations of stu
dents' skills, such as "[student is] 
making satisfactory progress towards 
meeting grade level standards" or, 
"[student] understands basic concepts 
of multiplication and division." Par
ents say the new report cards contain 
"too much jargon." Many prefer let
ter grades that clearly indicate a child's 
academic progress. 

Channel One is paying teachers to 
recruit more schools. The commer
cial television program that shows two 
minutes of advertising every day to 
captive student audiences in 12,000 
schools has begun a new marketing 
push aimed at teachers. Channel 
One's parent company, Primedia Inc., 
will pay $500 to any teacher or ad
ministrator at a participating school 
who enrolls a neighboring school in 
the program. Groups opposing such 
commercialization of schools have 
asked officials in all 50 states to re
view Primedia's marketing offer for 
a possible conflict of interest. A let
ter signed by these groups, quoted in 
the Wall Street Journal (8-28-01), 
states that "It is not the proper role of 
public school employees to be a rov
ing sales team for Channel One." 

A b.omeschooled student wins 4th 

gold medal in the International 
Mathematical Olympiad. Eighteen
year-old Reid Barton of Arlington, 
MA, became the first student in 42 
years of the competition to win four 
gold medals in a row. The United 
States team tied for second place with 
the Russian team; China took first 
place. More than 80 countries partici
pated in the global competition in July. 

A new report shows more than half 
of col.lege students drnp out. Re
searchers at the Council for Aid to 
Education (CAE) found that last 
year's graduation rate at four-year 
public colleges and universities was 
just under 42%, while slightly more 
than 55% of students at private insti
tutions graduated. 

More Briefs on page 4 
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Referendum (Continued from page 1)------

lose its best athletes and brightest students 
to other districts and private schools, and 
many teachers and school employees 
would lose their jobs. In some classes, 
students were told there would be no text
books if the measure were defeated. 

"People are still coming forward with 
testimony about how they were duped," 
says Lisa Hatchett. "They understand 
they've been lied to and that their chil
dren have been used and indoctrinated." 

She describes how the schools pro
moted the campaign: '"Vote Yes' signs 
and billboards were prominently dis
played on school groundso Any 'Vote 
No' signs that appeared were quickly re
moved. Teachers incorporated campaign 
themes and materials into class work and 
assignments. Intercom messages encour
aged students to support the referendum 
and reminded them to pick up 'Vote Yes' 
signs in school offices." 

Parent Susie Wallace tells how her 
son, a high school junior during the cam
paign, was affected by what she called 
"Vote Yes brainwashing." "The schools 
put unbelievable heat on these kids, es
pecially with scare tactics about the loss 
of sports programs. My son doesn't nor
mally go along with the crowd, but when 
he heard people say they were voting no 
on the referendum, he went ballistic." 

Mrs. Hatchett charges that Mobile 
school superintendent Harold Dodge 
"was a 'Vote Yes' cheerleader, running 
the campaign from district headquarters." 
CBG has obtained memos from Dodge 
containing campaign instructions which 
were faxed weekly to school principals. 

The group is awaiting additional records 
requested under the Freedom oflnforma
tion Act. 

Teachers and students who did not sup
port the referendum say they were threat
ened, ostracized and intimidated. One 
teacher reported being told that, if she 
wasn't "for the tax," she "would not be 
teaching in Mobile County schools." 

Children were given "Yes" campaign 
pledge cards to be signed by parents and 
returned to teachers for rewards such as 
"Blue Ribbon" parties, candy, free home
work passes, and extra points added to 
their grades in various subjects. When 
parents objected to these tactics, school 
officials denied they were taking place. 
Becky Batchelor had direct knowledge of 
the "Blue Ribbon" parties at her 4th-grade 
granddaughter's school, but school offi
cials insisted that no such parties were 
held! The child was excluded from the 
festivities because her parents did not sign 
their "Yes" pledge card. 

Students who did not return their 
pledge cards were routinely given class 
work while their peers attended "Yes" ac
tivities. On the evening before the elec
tion, homeroom teachers telephoned par
ents who had returned "Yes" pledges to 
remind them to vote. 

CBG points out that the school dis
trict handbook prohibits such activities. 
It states: "The [School] Board shall pro
hibit employees from actively engaging 
in political activities in support of or in 
opposition to specific candidates or issues 
while an employee is officially carrying 
out his responsibilities ... " ~ 

Field Trip Becomes Pro-Tax Rally 
Mobile parents found particularly 

outrageous a field trip that turned into a 
"Vote Yes" rally at Hank Aaron 

Dow, Superintendent Harold Dodge, the 
deputy school superintendent, and local 

school board members. After 
Stadium, home of Mobile's mi
nor league Bay Bears baseball 
team. More than 5,000 Mobile 
County K-6 public and private 
school students attended what 
they thought would be a base

~~ l'= -
each official made a pro-tax 
hike speech, an obviously pre
arranged number of students 
came down onto the field to tes
tify in favor of the tax. 

t' ' 

if 
~2)'! 

ball game - their reward for success
fully completing a "Reading Olympics" 
program for which they had read a given 
number of books. Public school busses 
were used to transport the public school 
students to the stadium. 

Taking the field instead of baseball 
players, however, was a team of public 
officials, including Mobile Mayor Mike 

Following these exhorta
tions, the Bay Bears mascot ran around 
the field chanting "Vote Yes!" "Vote 
Yes!" at an increasing pitch until the 
crowd screamed in unison. The father 
of a private school student, a history buff 
who had no prior warning that his son's 
"field trip" would be a pro-tax rally, 
called the spectacle "eerily reminiscent 
of Hitler's youth rallies." -;S 

etti11g .n;ritni~Prl. I)........;..:._ ______ _,...:...,...._..,..;,..~-

teacher professional development credit 
for union activism,., BIA li'-tl! teacher 
devdopment courses in that · 
category M include ''Parlia
ment~ Procedures, Having 
a Say in Public Policy 
('Leii.lll. how to mold those 
policy decisions by effi:ct.ive lobbying 
and politfoal action')," "Dealing with 
the Media ('Learn to stay on message 
and not let reporte~ lead you astray')," 

Review of the Month 

I :· ·~ I . 
Is Evolution Fit to Survive?, Audio
tape series by Robin Bemhoft, MD and 
Peg Luksik, CEO, National Parents 
Commission, five cassettes $29.95, 
transcript booklet $14.95 

This informative series not only de
bunks Darwin's theory, but makes the 
listener wonder how evolution can pos
sibly be taught as established scientific 
fact in most of America's public school 
classrooms. Guided by veteran edu
cation activist and researcher, Peg 
Luksik, the impeccably-credentialed 
Bemhoft examines the scientific evi
dence for and against Darwin's theory 
in terms the layman can understand. 
He shows that evolution is actually a 
religion and not scientific at all. 

Luksik and Bernhoft set the stage 
by introducing Charles Darwin and ex
posing the truth about the famous 
Scopes "monkey trial," which included 
no evidence about evolution. They 
examine the fossil record, often hailed 
as providing strong support for Dar
winian evolution. Dr. Bernhoft ex
plains that no "intermediate" life forms 
have been discovered that could prove 
evolution, and the fossil record today 
is virtually complete. 

The series demonstrates the virtual 
impossibility of life occurring sponta
neously on earth, given the established 
laws of nature. Dr. Berhoft describes 
anatomic records proving that even 
creatures with similar structures attain 
them from different starting points, by 
different routes and from different an
cestors. He guides the listener through 
an absorbing examination of the human 
body, showing that its extremely com
plicated structures could not possibly 
have developed gradually. 

Bemhoft notes that, unable to cir
cumvent these obvious problems, 
many scientists are unwilling to ac
cept the alternative belief in special 
creation and are left with nothing. He 
quotes his former Harvard biology 
professor, the famous scientist Dr. 
George Wald, who admitted in 1954 
that believing in spontaneous genera
tion is "a philosophical necessity" for 
many scientists. 

During the past several years, the 
evolution debate has assumed new life, 
with states such as Pennsylvania at
tempting to mandate that every child, 
as a requirement for graduation, pass 
competency tests to demonstrate his 
knowledge and acceptance of evolu
tion as the only mechanism by which 
life originated and grew on this planet. 
Is Evolution Fit to Survive? was de
veloped to give parents and teachers 
access to the important information 
pro-evolution forces seem determined 
to keep from them. 

Write National Parents Commis
sion, 206 ½ Habicht St., Johnstown, 
PA 15906, or call 814/532-6534, 
email: info@nationalparents.org. 
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FOCUS: Why Our Schools Teach Socialism 
By Joe Larson 

Marxism and Humanism are the pre
dominant philosophies of 

America's education establishment, yet 
every day we send the public schools our 
most precious gift, our children, to be 
"educated." 

Our schools are filled with sex edu
cation, political correctness, environmen
tal extremism, global unity, diversity 
training (pro-gay indoctrination), and 
"higher-order thinking skills" boldly 
claiming that, in order to become a higher 
order thinker, one must first believe ab
solutely that there are no absolutes! 

Our schools are filled with violence, 
murder, extortion, rape, unwanted preg
nancy, drug use, disrespect, and foul lan
guage. Test scores have been declining 
for decades as the numbers of children 
who cannot read continue to increase. 

While the pontificators wonder why 
this is so, many parents and citizens have 
figured it out. Although earth worship, 
paganism and the occult flourish in pub
lic schools, the 
Greatest Story 
Ever Told, 
based on the 
greatest book 
ever written, the 
Holy Bible, 
which tells of 
the greatest 
teacher who 
ever lived, Jesus 
Christ, is not 
used or even 
allowed. The 
Bible was 

Massive so
cial engiw 

neeringwas 
carried out 

under the 
banners 0£ 

"reform'' 
and ''social 

justice." 

America's first textbook, but today it is 
referred to as a collection of fables. 

America's educational system began 
to decline with the introduction of social
ism, given impetus by the increasing in
volvement of the federal government. 
Lenin said: "Communism is socialism in 
a hurry." Socialism, therefore, is Com
munism by gradualism rather than by 
revolution. The socialist "Fabian Soci
ety," forerunner of most socialist groups 
in America, had as its motto "Make Haste 
Slowly." 

"Democratic socialism" became the 
battle cry for socializing the United States. 
The goal was to "permeate and penetrate," 
then control from within. The socialists' 
first target was education, and they at
tacked with deceitful language. There were 
no badges or socialist labels; followers de
scribed themselves as "liberal," "progres
sive," and even "moderate." Words were 
the weapon of choice in this new waL By 
changing the meanings of words, social
ists concealed their true purpose. 

This massive social engineering was 
carried out under the banners of"reform" 
and "social justice." These innovations 
are in the public interest, Americans were 
told. They promote true democracy, hu
manitarianism, and, of course are "for the 
children." The buzzwords of socialism 

were and still are "social" and "democ
racy" (i.e. social science, social studies 
and socialization of the child). 

In the early 1900s, unrest in Europe 
brought thousands of socialists to 
America. Many held degrees in psychol
ogy, sociology and psychiatry (the behav
ioral sciences) and a number of them be
came university professors. 

Norman Thomas, a socialist and mem
ber of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, boldly told the world: "The 
American people will never knowingly 
adopt socialism, but under the name of 
liberalism, they will adopt every fragment 
of the socialist program until one day 
America will be a socialist nation with
out ever knowing how it happened." 

John Dewey, known as "the father of 
modem education," was an avowed so
cialist and the co-author of the "Human
ist Manifesto." The U.S. House Commit
tee on Un-American Activities discovered 
that he belonged to 15 Marxist front or
ganizations. Dewey taught the professors 
who trained America's teachers. Ob
sessed with "the group," he said, "You 
can't make socialists out of individual
ists. Children who know how to think for 
themselves spoil the harmony of the col
lective society, which is coming, where 
everyone is interdependent." 

Author Rosalie Gordon, writing about 
Dewey's progressive (socialist) education 
in her book What's Happened To Our 
Schools, said: "The progressive system 
has reached all the way down to the low
est grades to prepare the children of 
America for their role as the collectivists 
of the future. The group - not the indi
vidual child - is the quintessence of pro
gressivism. The child must always be 
made to feel part of the group. He must 
indulge in group thinking and group ac
tivity." 

After visiting the Soviet Union, 
Dewey wrote six articles on the "won
ders" of Soviet education. The School
To-W ork program, now in our public 
schools in all 50 states, is modeled after 
the Soviet poly-technical system. 

In 1936, the National Education As
sociation stated the position from which 
it has never wavered: "We stand for so
cializing the individual." The NEA, in its 
Policy For American Education, opined: 
"The major problem of education in our 
times arises out of the fact that we live in 
a period of fundamental social change. In 
the new democracy [ what happened to our 
republic?], education must share in the 
responsibility of giving purpose and di
rection to social change. The major func
tion of the school is the social orientation 
of the individual ... Education must op
erate according to a well-formulated so
cial policy." 

NEA specialist Paul Haubner, tells 
us, "The schools cannot allow parents to 
influence the kind of values-education 
their children receive in school; ... that is 
what is wrong with those who say there 
is a universal system of values. Our goals 

are incompatible with theirs. We must 
change their values." 

Chester M. Pierce, M.D., Professor of 
Education and Psychiatry at Harvard, had 
this to say: "Every child in America en-

It's time for 
Christian 
men to stand 
up for their 
families and 
their faith 
and put God 
in charge of 
this nation 
and its 
schools. 

tering school at 
the age of five 
is mentally ill 
because he 
comes to 
school with 
certain alle
giances to our 
Founding Fa
thers, toward 
our elected of
ficials, toward 
his parents, to
ward a belief in 
a supernatural 
being, and to

ward the sovereignty of this nation as a 
separate entity. It's up to you as teachers 
to make all these sick children well - by 
creating the international child of the fu-
ture." 

Some politicians agree. Former Ne
braska state senator Peter Hoagland said: 
"Fundamentalist parents have no right to 
indoctrinate their children in their beliefs. 
We are preparing their children for the 
year 2000 and life in a global one-world 
society and those children will not fit in." 

In the Humanist Magazine, Jan./Feb 
1983, John Dunphy wrote: "The battle for 
mankind's future must be waged and won 
in the public school classroom ... The 
classroom must and will become the arena 
of conflict between the old and the new 
... the rotting corpse of Christianity and 
the new faith of humanism." 

Bureaucrats, politicians and educators 
regularly appear on television blaming 
either parents orlack of funds for the fail
ure of our schools. Their prescription is 
always the same: more money and more 
government control. For well over 50 
years, American voters have fallen for 
these fallacies. Victor Gollancz, a famous 
socialist publisher, explained why he be
lieved that socialism would take over 
America: "Christians are not exactly 
bright, so it will be easy for socialism to 
lead them down the garden path through 
their ideals of brotherly love and 'social 
justice."' 

It's time for Christians to stand up for 
their families and their faith and put God 
in charge of this nation and its schools. 
Restoring America is that simple. 

Joseph R. Larson is Board Chairman of the 
pro-family organization Restoring America 
(www.restoringamerica.org). He is a fre
quent guest on talk radio and has written ar
ticles on China, education and the Constitu
tion for newspapers across the country. 

Tax Credits Foster School 
Choice in Pennsylvania 

HARRISBURG, PA- Businesses in 
Pennsylvania have begun applying for 
$30 million in tax credits in return for 
donations to scholarship organizations 
under the state's new Education 
Improvement Tax Credit 
(EITC) plan. The tax credit 
legislation was authored by 
Rep. Sam Rohrer (R), and was 
signed into law May 17 as part 
of Pennsylvania's education-re
form package. 

nized by the IRS as non-profit, 50l(c)(3) 
and must distribute at least 80% of their 
annual receipts to eligible students. The 
tax credit for participating businesses is 

75% (against taxes owed) 
and credits will be awarded 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The maximum allow
able deduction is $100,000. 

"This is the best tax credit 
law in the country because it 
provides the maximum amount 
of help to needy children with 
no government strings at

Rep. Sam Rohrer 

A September 5 Wall 
Street Journal editorial 
quoted Verizon Pennsylva
nia CEO Dan Whelan as 
saying: "The [tax] credits 
are great for kids, but down 
the road they also address 
our ever-increasing diffi

tached," explains Rep. Rohrer. "We've 
been working on the concept of tax cred
its for eight years, and were finally able to 
pass a bill that supports the concepts of 
free enterprise and limited government." 

The EITC law became effective on 
August 15. By the end of the first day, 
190 businesses had contributed $7.8 mil
lion to eligible scholarship organizations. 

Under the plan, K-12 scholarships 
may be awarded to families with one child 
and a household income of $60,000 or 
less, with an additional $10,000 allow
ance for each additional eligible student 
and dependent household member. 
Scholarship organizations must be recog-

culty in finding people who can pass en
try-level tests for employment in good 
jobs." 

The editorial observed that, "if oppo
nents of school choice continue to block 
vouchers at every tum, they shouldn't be 
surprised if the pent-up demand for re
form comes in through the back door of 
tax credits." 

The Pennsylvania Education Associa
tion, the state's largest teacher's union, 
did call the tax credit program "a back
door voucher plan," but dropped its op
position when supplemental public school 
programs were included in the scholar
ship program. ~ 
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AAE Is Alternative to NEA 
WASHINGTON, DC - The Associa

tion of American Educators (AAE) bills 
itself as "a nonprofit, nonpartisan national 
teachers association offering many of the 
same benefits the teacher 
unions provide but at a fraction 
of the cost and without the lib
eral politics." This is good 
news for many thousands of 
teachers nationwide who feel 
unrepresented by the unions. 

The AAE reports that more 
than 250,000 teachers in 17 
states have joined independent 
teacher associations to obtain 
their liability insurance, which 
is the single biggest reason 
teachers join the unions. "In 
Georgia, Missouri and Texas," AAE lit
erature notes, "these independent associa
tions have grown larger than the NEA or 
AFT affiliates in those states." 

In Arkansas, the AAE affiliate has in
corporated as the Arkansas State Teach
ers Association (ASTA). Some members 
call it "the conservative voice for Arkan
sas' teachers." ASTA pledges to seek 
recognition "as a positive force for edu
cation in Arkansas and to be seated on 
the same state advisory boards and com
mittees as the Arkansas Education Asso
ciation (NEA)." The group will also work 

More Briefs --
The Tulsa public schools have a new 
dress code. The school board has out
lawed some popular girls' styles: tops 
with the backs cut out, midriff styles, hal
ter tops baring backs and shoulders, very 
short shorts, pajama pants, and rubber 
"flip-flop" sandals. For boys, pants that 
sag below the waistline showing the top 
band of their briefs or boxers are a no-no, 
as are bandanas and hats in class. Body 
piercing is out, except for ears, and some 
tattoos are acceptable, as long as they're 
not obscene or drug-related. 

Bilingual fight looms in Colorado. "Eng
lish for the Children of Colorado," a group 
started by California entrepreneur Ron 
Unz, is collecting signatures for a ballot 
initiative to ban bilingual education in the 

"to dispel the myth that the NEA is the 
only voice representing the views of the 
average hard-working classroom 
teacher." 

AST A member Jody Parsons 
reports that the AAE has recently 
added an affiliate in Washington 
state. "That makes four new affili
ates in 2001, which is very excit
ing. AAE is the national voice 
for more than 300,000 teachers, 
and we have also just established 
a Washington, DC office." 

The AAE and its affiliates say 
they prefer more involvement 
from parents and local communi
ties than from the federal govern
ment. The organization does not 

contribute any portion of members' dues 
to political candidates or parties, while 
such contributions by the teacher unions 
have been as high as 50% of dues in some 
states. 

Predictably, the AAE's growth has 
attracted the ire of the NEA, which has 
labeled the association "a stalking horse 
for the right wing" and "an enemy of pub
lic education." AAE spokesman Tracy 
Bailey counters: "No wonder the NEA is 
worried, the AAE represents that which 
is so sorely needed - professionalism 
and a focus on children first!" ~ 
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state. Former Denver school board mem
ber, Rita Montero, is spearheading the ef
fort. Unz's national organization, English 
for the Children, has led successful cam
paigns banning bilingual education in 
California and Arizona. Studies show 
students are doing better in English im
mersion programs in both states than they 
did in bilingual programs. 

Female students fell further behind 
males on this year's SAT. On average, 
male students scored 42 points higher than 
females on the popular college entrance 
exam, with math scores making up most 
of the difference. Last year, males scored 
38 points higher than females. The test 
results have prompted renewed charges 
of gender bias, but the Educational Test
ing Service, which owns the SAT, main
tains that the exam is fair. 

Education Bill Maintains 
Federal Control of Schools II 

WASHING TON, DC - The 987-
page federal education bill (H.R.1 /S .1 -
still in conference as we go to press) in
cludes language from the Goals 2000 leg
islation (H.R.6) enacted in 1994. Educa
tion analysts tell Education Reporter that 
the bill requires all states to develop and 
implement content and performance stan
dards and aligned assessment tests. H.R.1 
allocates grants to states to put those stan
dards in place, allotting the same amount 
of money per state as H.R.6 did in 1994: 
$400 million (H.R.1, Title VII, Section 
7104). 

This means that the stated purpose of 
Goals 2000 (systemic education change 
throughout the country), originally 
launched through grants to every state in 
exchange for setting that change in mo
tion, is continued and completed in H.R. l. 

Titles I and VII of H.R.1 cover ac
countability, but not to parents or local 
schools. A few examples: 
♦ Each state's education plan must be 
approved by the Federal Secretary of Edu
cation (Title 1 ). 
♦ Each state must implement state stan
dards mandated by Goals 2000 (Title 1 ). 
A few changes were made to the House 
bill allowing states to rewrite their stan
dards, but the federal government would 
still require that each state's plan be on file. 
♦ Students must be profiled by govern
ment (Title 1 ). 
♦ All public school students must take 
the state tests, many of which are subjec
tive and "politically correct." (See Edu
cation Reporter December 2000 and No
vember 1999.) 
NAEP - New National Test? 

S. l mandates the NAEP (National 
Assessment of Education Progress) for 
each state, along with federal rewards and 
sanctions, which will inevitably lead to a 
national curriculum as teachers prepare 
students to do well on the tests. 

At a meeting of the nation's gover
nors last month, Oklahoma Governor 
Frank Keating said states are so concerned 
about this proposal that some "may opt 
out" and accept what he called a slight 
financial penalty for noncompliance. 

The NAEP has experienced credibil
ity problems in recent years, raising seri
ous questions about its ability to avoid 
politicization and to test all children ad
equately and fairly, including those with 
disabilities. (See Education Reporter, 
July 2000.) 

Another concern is NAEP's cost. 
"NAEP tests cost $100 per student, and 
it takes a year-and-a-half to get the re
sults back," points out Eagle Forum edu
cation policy analyst Kristina Twitty. "By 
that time, students are halfway through 
their next school year. By contrast, the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) costs 
$5-8 per student and takes six weeks for 
results. The NAEP tests have been 
dumbed down in comparison to the ITBS." 
Akin & Graham-Tiahrt Amendments 

Two amendments to H.R.1 would re
store a measure of parental control to the 
federal education leviathan. Rep. Todd 

Akin's (R-.MO) "Objectivity Amend
ment" requires that academic tests be 
based on objective, measurable and 
widely accepted professional testing, and 
that assessment standards exclude the 
personal opinions, attitudes or beliefs of 
students. This amendment was adopted 
in the House by voice vote. 

The Graham-Tiahrt Parental Freedom 
of Information Amendment strengthens 
the rights of parents of elementary and 
secondary public school students. It al
lows for parental access to curriculum, 
including textbooks, audio/visual mate
rials, manuals, films and supplementary 
materials, and ensures that students can
not be required to take a survey request
ing personal information without paren
tal consent. It also requires parental con
sent before students can undergo any 
medical or psychiatric examinations, test
ing or treatment. 

According to the Constitutional Coa
lition, H.R. 1/S.1 as it currently stands 
"does not at all resemble the original pro
posal by President Bush." The original 
proposal included school choice for fami
lies in failing schools and much more lo
cal control. "The only thing protecting 
local integrity in teaching is the Akin 
Amendment pending in the House which 
would require that the assessments be ob
jective and not politically correct." 

"The problem, however," the Coali
tion spokesman adds, "is that within the 
bill itself are requirements mandating that 
politically-correct standards already in 
process be adhered to. The Graham Tiahrt 
amendment is a positive move to open the 
textbooks, curricula and teachers guides to 
parents and to require advance permission 
to administer invasive questionnaires." 

Many education research organiza
tions have also expressed concern about 
the bill's section on safe schools, which 
contains language they describe as "vague 
enough to require that homosexuality not 
only be tolerated but taught in the schools 
in the name of safety and self esteem, 
similar to the new mandates in Califor
nia." (See Education Reporter, May & 
June 2001.) 

Finally, the Constitutional Coalition 
predicts that the proposed full funding 
for IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act) will not provide any ad
ditional help for truly disabled children. 
"Historically, you get what you pay for, 
and if you raise the amount of funding 
available to local schools for labeling 
children 'disabled,' you will get more 
disabled children. The inherent problem 
is that the definition of 'disability' is not 
limited to actual physical disabilities, 
such as hearing or eyesight, but opens 
the door for the nebulous new growth 
industry ofbeha:vior disabilities, includ
ing Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)." 

"It is very important," stresses 
Kristina Twitty, "that the word 'aca
demic' precede the word 'standards' in 
the entire education bill, to prevent the 
growth of School-to-Work and tech 
classes over the basics." ~ 


