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2000 NAEP Reading Scores In 
Best-worst students farther apart 

'Diversity' Days Define 
Deviance, Parents Say 
School keeps sex assembly secret 

WASHINGTON, DC - Fourth grad
ers are no better readers today than they 
were in 1992, with the gap between the 
highest and lowest performers growing 
wider. These are the results released in 
April by the National Assessment of Edu
cation Progress (NAEP) for the 2000 4th-

grade reading test. 
The NAEP results 

show that, while students 
in the top l 0% posted a 
modest gain of three points 
compared to 1992 - from 
261 to 264 - those in the 
bottom 10% dropped seven points, from 
170 to 163. There was no change in read
ing proficiency for the largest proportion 
of students, who averaged 217 on NAEP' s 
500-point scale. The report further reveals 
that more than one-fourth of all white 4th 

graders cannot read at a basic level, with 
63% of African-American and 58% of 
Hispanic students unable to do so. 

In an April 11 interview with Educa
tion Week, the acting commissioner of 
statistics for the Department ofEducation, 
Gary W. Phillips, admitted: "Reading 
achievement has been very stubborn. On 
the average, there has been no improve
ment in the reading skills for 4th graders 
across the nation." 

For many, these findings are hardly 
surprising. Despite the congressionally
mandated National Reading Panel's con
clusion that, to be effective, reading in
struction must include phonics (See Edu
cation Reporter, July 2000), whole lan
guage instruction is widely reported to be 
alive and well. The Thomas B. Fordham 
Foundation complained in a December 
2000 report entitled "Whole Language 
Lives On: The Illusion of 'Balanced' 

Reading Instruction," that "although 
most state education agencies, school 
districts and federal agencies claim to 
embrace 'balanced' reading instruction 
- implying that worthy ideas and prac
tices from both whole language and code 
emphasis for phonics-based approaches 

have been successfully in
tegrated - many who 
pledge allegiance to bal
anced reading continue to 
misunderstand reading de
velopment and to deliver 
poorly conceived, ineffec

tive instruction." The report's author, 
Louisa Cook Moats, director of the Na
tional Institute of Child Health and Hu
man Development Early Intervention 
Project, declared that attempts to com
bine whole language and phonics "is 
neither possible nor desirable." 

Some observers say the marriage of 
whole language and phonics allows the 
worst teaching practices to continue. 
School Reform News (February 2001) 
reported that whole language is even 
being packaged as phonics in textbooks 
such as Month-by-Month Phonics for 
First Grade." Systematic, Multilevel In
struction, by Patricia Cunningham and 
Dorothy HalL SRN noted that, despite 
the book's title, the authors urge teach
ers to begin reading instruction with 
sight words instead of explicit, system
atic phonics. By the second month, stu
dents are taught - not just encouraged -
to use the whole language technique of 
guessing at words based on context. 
(Month-by-Month Phonics was report
edly sent to every kindergarten, first- and 
second-grade teacher in Illinois as part 
of a statewide reading initiative.) " 

SANT A ROSA, CA - Santa Rosa 
High School held a "Week of Diversity" 
on April 9-13 that included 82 presenta
tions by outside speakers. Parents were 
told in a letter an
nouncing the 
event that it was 
"essential to the 
exposure and un
derstanding of im
portant topics and 
teen issues not 
normally taught in 
our public school 
system." The let
ter listed the top
ics and speakers Orlean Koehle 

and permitted parents to opt their children 
out. 

However, a controversial assembly en
titled "Sex and Stuff' was not mentioned 
in the letter, and children who had been 
excused from the other presentations at
tended the assembly. 

According to parent-witnesses, "Sex 
and Stuff' was a play presented by a group 
called the San Marin High School Peer 
Counselors. Parent Orlean Koehle, who 
attended many of the Diversity Week 
classes, said the play depicted "all the ills 
and sadness a high school student could 
ever experience, from sexual molestation 
to rape to unwanted pregnancy, HIV in
fection, anorexia, deaths from drunk driv
ing, fights, and even suicide." 

tained a redeeming statement or line, these 
were "surrounded by such filth that only 
the filth is likely to be remembered." Mrs. 
Koehle cited as an example the teaching 
of abstinence, which included recommen
dations for alternative sex acts. 

Some parents were so outraged at the 
school's failure to notify them about the 
assembly that they contacted the Pacific 
Justice Institute (PJI), which found the 
lack of notice in direct violation of Cali
fornia Education Code. "No school dis
trict can expect to directly undermine the 
rights of parents without being held ac
countable," said PJI attorney Brad Dacus. 
He added that his organization "is in the 
process of working with parents to assist 
them in recognizing their legal remedies 
in this matter." 
Other 'Diversity Week' Presentations 

After reviewing the agenda for the 
"Week of Diversity," some parents opted 
their children out and attended the pre
sentations themselves. Orlean Koehle re
ports that at least half the classes were con
ducted by what she described as "an amaz
ing lineup of leftist, radical, Marxist 
speakers who were assembled to address 
young, inexperienced, fertile minds - the 
best place to plant seeds of indoctrina
tion." She offered the following obser
vations about the presentations: 

Oregon Students Take CDC's 
'Youth Risk Behavior' Survey 

"Still worse," she continued, "were the 
vulgar, inappropriate sex scenes, begin
ning with a very suggestive dance fol
lowed by a scene where a bra, undies, and 
nylons are thrown from behind a sheet. 
Another scene, by virtue of sound effects, 
was suggestive of sexual intercourse tak
ing place behind the sheet." 

Although the play occasionally con-

♦ Fourteen classes addressed gender, ho
mophobia, and AIDS issues, all in sup
port of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender philosophies that these life
styles are not a choice, but genetic, and 
that they are healthy and normal. A single 
50-minute presentation was allowed in 
opposition to the gay agenda, while the 
week-long program included more than 
20 hours of pro-homosexual indoctrina
tion. 

(See Diversity, page 2) 

GRESHAM, OR - Public school stu
dents here are taking a modified version 
of the Centers for Disease Control's nosy 
"Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Sys
tem" (YRBSS) questionnaire. This sur
vey caused an uproar in Ohio after its 
debut in 1996, when it was used to jus
tify introducing the CDC's explicit sex 
ed "Programs That Work" (PTW). (See 
Education Reporter, May & July 2000.) 

According to concerned parents, Or
egon schools participating in the "testing" 
receive additional funds from the state. 
The survey is given annually to 6th, 7'\ 
gt\ and 11th graders. The survey's ex
plicit sex questions may be omitted for 
6th grade. (See excerpts, page 4.) 

Gresham parents are informed that the 
purpose of the test is to help school ad-

ministrators deal with a variety of stu- . • . . · . • . . . . .• . 

dentproblems. ParentRebeccaEkstrom NEA Drafting· ·Gav·ResolutiOR' 
told Education Reporter that, while the · · · · · · J · · ·· · · · ·· · • • • ' 
schools do allow parents to opt their chil- The NEA is working on a new re.solu-
dren out of the test, she believes that a tion supporting the development of cur
written permission form should be re- rioula designed to meet th<:: need$ ef gay 
quired before any student is permitted to youth. A draft of the resolution made p1lh:. 
take it. "While I appreciate the fact that I He by CNS News.cpm on March 20 states~ 
could and did release my children from "The NBA recognizes that the £omplex 
the test, I was disappointed by the release anddivetseneedsofgay, iesbian;b.isexual, 
procedure," she stated. "Had my mail tral'l.sgender;and quest:ioningstudents; and 
been misplaced or delayed, my children gay, lesbian,. bist~:xual, and trans gender peo 
would have been tested without my flti:nilies and their children require .the de- •tton 
knowledge or consent." veiopment of pr:ograms that ptomote a safe ~l:1 

Parents say the schools are claiming and in:cfosive .environment" · · · 
that the test helps determine whether The di:a:l!t incrod.es 1.tate;ments :support~ 
drug use and other undesirable behav- irit ourrwulurn; programs and activities; 
iors are increasing among students. As the inv:olvementofgay, lt:Sbian,<bi&exi.rnl 

(See Survey, page 4) and ttansgendeteducators.ip .. thewvefop,,. 
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An eight-year-old Colorado boy was 
strip-searched at school for signs of 
abuse, in response to an unnamed, 
unsubstantiated complaint. A teacher 
and a vice principal at the Odea El
ementary School in Fort Collins took 
the child into an office and pulled 
down his trousers and underwear in 
search of bruises, scratches or scars. 
The outraged parents have no crimi
nal record and have not been contacted 
by social services. Fort Collins po
lice confirm that social services did not 
request the search. 

Administrators at a high school in 
Springfield, Virginia persuaded stu
dents to forge their parents' signa
tories to get federal funds. About 20 
students signed forms disclosing in
formation such as whether a student 
lives on a military base or other fed
eral property. School districts are re
unbursed for the education of these 
children. One of the 47 students in
volved told a local newspaper that 
school officials gave them two 
choices - "fill out the forms or 're
fuse' and be dealt with." Administra
tors explained that students were to 
have turned in the signed forms three 
months earlier. School officials are 
not expected to face criminal charges. 

A Colorado high school student 
faces felony charges over an un
loaded BB gun. Officials at Legacy 
High School in Broomfield searched 
the student's car without permission 
because it was parked in a lot not des
ignated for student parking. The boy 
told police that he used the gun for 
target shooting and forgot to remove 
it from the car. He faces a juvenile 
court appearance that could result in 
punishments ranging from several 
years in a locked-down juvenile cor
rectional facility to a deferred sentence 
with probation. School officials will 
also take disciplinary action, possibly 
including expulsion. 

Mississippi public schools wm dis
play "In God We Trust." A new law 
signed by Gov. Musgrove took effect 
in March which requires schools to 
display the national motto in class
rooms, cafeterias and auditoriums. 
The ACLU is threatening a lawsuit. 
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Di Ve rsi ty (Continued from page 1 )---------

♦ Eleven classes espoused radical leftist 
ideology and causes, including anti-war 
indoctrination, support for Communist 
Cuba, support for guerrilla forces in Co
lombia, support for stopping "American 
Imperialism" through greedy capitalist 
corporations, support for social change to 
make America more like Cuba "where the 
government owns everything and gives 
it out equally to the people so there are 
no rich and no poor." 
♦ Seventeen classes supported vegetari
anism, animal rights and various environ
mental causes. Speakers from organiza
tions such as Amnesty International and 
the Sierra Club encouraged students to 
change their diets and to become envi
ronmental activists. 
♦ Five classes were devoted to police 
bashing. Students were shown a video 
depicting police brutality, and were re
galed with alleged atrocities committed 
by the Santa Rosa police department. 
They were encouraged to support a group 
called the Purple Berets and the ACLU 
in setting up a Citizens Review Board to 
monitor the actions of the police. Most 
egregious was a class conducted by mili
tants representing the Midnight Special 
Law Firm, who gave students a three
page handout with the opening, "Never 
trust the police," and taught them how to 
engage in civil disobedience. 
♦ Two classes focused on making a 
"hate-free world." One of the presenters 
portrayed a person who expresses hatred 
as a believer in a "book" (which she reads 
every day and especially on Sunday) that 
gives her the right to hate and to put oth
ers down. While this presenter stated that 
her book contains the truth, other students 
shouted "There is no truth!" Everyone 
in the class knew what "book" the pre
senter was referring to, which made the 
Christian students feel as though they 

were being accused of prejudice. 
Education Laws Violated 

Mrs. Koehle and other parents who 
attended the Week of Diversity believe 
that, in addition to the unannounced as
sembly, which violated Education Code 
515 54(b) requiring written notification to 
parents prior to "instruction that involves 
presentations on sexually transmitted dis
eases, AIDS, human sexuality, or family 
life delivered in an assembly," these Cali
fornia laws were also broken: 
♦ Education Code 51553, which states 
that whenever sexual instruction is given 
in the public schools, abstinence must be 
stressed as "the only protection that is 100 
percent effective against sexually trans
mitted diseases"; that factual information 
must be "medically accurate and objec
tive"; that the failure rate of condoms must 
be presented; that "instruction shall stress 
that pupils should abstain from sexual in
tercourse until they are ready for mar
riage"; that "instruction shall teach honor 
and respect for monogamous heterosexual 
marriage"; and that "it is unlawful for 
males or females of any age to have sexual 
intercourse with males or females under 
the age of 18 years to whom they are not 
married." 
♦ Education Code 51500, which states 
that "no teacher shall give instruction nor 
shall a school district sponsor any activ
ity which reflects adversely upon persons 
because of their race, sex, color, creed, 
handicap, national origin, or ancestry," 
(The presentation on hate, where anyone 
who believes in "the book" was labeled 
as hateful, violated this law.) 
♦ Education Code 60044, which forbids 
the use of instructional materials which 
contain "any matter reflecting adversely 
upon persons because of their race ... or 
occupation." (This statute was violated by 
the anti-police instructional material.) ~ 

Zeroing in on Zero Tolerance: 
What's it really about? ~ * wrd' rttt:te 

Tales of schoolchildren harshly penal
ized for seemingly innocuous violations 
of "Zero Tolerance" policies continue to 
surface in the media, despite lawsuits and 
public outrage. Here are a few recent 
examples: 
• An eight-year-old boy was suspended 
from Len will Elementary School in West 
Monroe, Louisiana, for drawing an out
line of a fort with a soldier wearing cam
ouflage fatigues and armed with knives 
and hand grenades. 
• Two 2nd graders in Irvington, New Jer
sey were suspended and charged with 
making terrorist threats for playing cops 
and robbers with a paper gun. School 
officials summoned police and the stu
dents were hauled to the local precinct 
station. A court will determine whether 
the boys need "counseling." 
• Two Washington Township, New Jer
sey high school students were suspended 
for wearing T-shirts the principal consid
ered offensive and racist. One student, a 
senior, wore a shirt purchased at Wal-

Mart displaying the words "Redneck 
Sports Fan" and including lines from co
median JeffFoxworthy's acts. The other 
student, a sophomore, wore a shirt deco
rated with a small Confederate battle flag. 
• The timeless child's game of tag has 
been outlawed at the West Annapolis El
ementary School in Maryland, despite a 
5th grader's petition drive to bring it back 
The principal declared the game "too 
rough" and noted that it violates the 
school's "no touching" policy. 

For years, parents and students have 
been chafing under the nationwide policy 
known as Zero Tolerance. The tragedy 
at Columbine High School was used to 
justify excessive punishment for benign 
violations - to the point that the term 
"zero tolerance" has become laughable, 
except to the schools imposing the penal
ties and to the students and parents being 
penalized. The question is, why do these 
policies persist despite parental outcry 
and, occasionally, unnecessary legal ac
tion? (See Zero, page 3) 

Book of the Month 

-~,...._ 
A.C. Green's Game Plan Abstinence 
Program, Scott Phelps and Libby 
Gray, Project Reality, 2001, 76 pps., 
$12.00 

Game Plan is an excellent new tool 
for abstinence educators in their battle 
to preserve the innocence of our chil
dren. In an age of relentless sexual im
agery in the media and society as well 
as in most sex education classes, this 
upbeat, positive curriculum provides 
welcome relief. 

Game Plan was developed in coop
eration with basketball star AC. Green 

of the Miami Heat, 
known as the 
"Ironman of the 
NBA" because he 
holds the record for 
the most consecu
tive games played 

more than 
1,150 and count
ing. Green is a 

longtime advocate of abstinence until 
marriage, and this program is based on 
his personal insights and "rules." 

"A.C. is an outstanding role model 
because of his dedication to promoting 
abstinence as the healthiest lifestyle for 
today's youth," said Project Reality 
Director Kathleen Sullivan. "Our team 
effort with AC. in publishing and dis
tributing this text will help thousands 
of young Americans develop a 'game 
plan' for their lives, making it possible 
for them to mature both emotionally and 
physically and to achieve their goals and 
dreams." 

The eight-session curriculum - in
cluding student workbooks and a 
teacher's manual - uses sports themes 
to promote the benefits of abstinence 
until marriage. It begins by inviting stu
dents to list their goals in making "a 
game plan for life." Succeeding chap
ters deal with sex in the media, the "rules 
of the game" - why boundaries mat
ter, the risks and consequences of sex 
before marriage, "halftime" - planning 
for the future regardless of what's already 
taken place in a student's life, develop
ing healthy relationships, and "winning 
it all" in the good and worthy goal of 
marriage. Students are encouraged to 
take the "Abstinence Pledge" and make 
it work. (Studies have shown that teens 
who take this pledge are at less risk of 
pregnancy and STDs.) 

Game Plan is written by Project 
Reality's Scott Phelps and Libby Gray, 
both veterans in the field of abstinence 
education and adolescent health. They 
use interesting true story vignettes to 
bring their abstinence messages to life. 

Based on thousands of hours of class
room instruction and interaction with 
teens, Game Plan is recommended for 
grades eight through 10. 

Contact Project Reality, P.O. Box 
97, Golf, IL 60029-0097, 84 7 /729-
3298, www.ProjectReality.org 
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FOCUS : Mixed-sex wrestling: A step back from equality and sense 

By Katherine Kersten 

Last year, a promising Minnesota high 
school wrestler had to wrestle a girl 

at his sectional meet in order to proceed 
to the state tournament. His school, a pri
vate Christian institution, generally re
quires its wrestlers to forfeit to girls, 
thereby incurring a loss for both the wres
tler and the team. The young man clearly 
didn't want to wrestle the girl. But given 
the stakes, after consulting with his fa
ther and his coach, he decided to proceed. 

As the embarrassed boy walked out on 
the mat, spectators began to laugh. He 
quickly flipped the girl to her back, but 
couldn't bring himself to pin her, which 
required pushing directly on her chest. For 
about 40 seconds, the boy remained fro
zen. Finally his coach, in frustration, 
shouted, "Just do it!" The boy made his 
move, pinning the girl to the mat. But 
walking off, he looked defeated, not vic
torious. With hanging head, he strode -
angry and humiliated - straight to the 
locker room. 

Across the nation, scenes like this are 
becoming increasingly common. Last 
year, about 2,500 girls participated in high 
school wrestling, mostly as members of 
boys' teams. (Male wrestlers numbered 
about 240,000.) Title IX, the federal gen
der equity in education law, does not re
quire public high schools to place girls 
on their wrestling teams, but many states 
allow it. South Dakota and Wyoming, on 
the other hand, prohibit mixed-sex wres
tling, while Texas and Hawaii schools 
have separate girls wrestling teams. 

Here in Minnesota, state law requires 
public schools to let girls try out for, and 
compete on, boys teams. (Boys, however, 
are barred from girls' teams.) A number 
of Minnesota high schools, including St. 
Paul Humboldt and Minneapolis De La 
Salle, have female wrestlers, and some 
schools are reportedly promoting the prac
tice. 

Concerns about mixed-sex wrestling 
arise from wrestling's unique nature as a 
contact sport. Wrestling's objective is to 
demonstrate control over one's opponent. 
A wrestler strives to take his opponent 
down to the mat, and scores points for 
dominating from behind or on top. Wres
tlers frequently engage in pretzel-like con
tortions, such as forcing their head be
tween an opponent's legs while struggling 
to tum him on his back. About 90 per
cent of wrestling holds involve grabbing 
the upper body or pelvic area. 

In Minnesota, a few Christian high 
schools - including Trinity at River 
Ridge and Concordia Academy in 
Roseville - require their wrestlers to for
feit to female opponents as a matter of 
conscience. But a boy who forfeits may 
lose the chance to wrestle for a medal, 
and may even see his dream of becoming 
conference champion, or making the state 
tournament, evaporate. To make matters 
worse, boys who forfeit are generally tak
ing a loss in a match they could expect to 
win. For while a few exceptional girls can 

compete effectively against boys in their 
weight class, most lose quickly to male 
opponents. 

Our society tends to frame the debate 
over mixed-sex wrestling in the familiar 
terms of physical safety and legal rights. 
Critics frequently note, for example, that 
the practice poses health risks for adoles
cent females. Teenage boys have signifi-

Mixcd 111sex 
wrestling 
is not 
liberation 
for 
women .. 
It's a giant 
step back 
from 
common 
sense and 
from 
equality 
for ath-
letes of 
both sexes~ 

cantly greater 
muscle mass 
than girls, and 
can injure them 
when wrenching 
their joints, or 
lying heavily on 
top of them. 

On the other 
hand, mixed-sex 
wrestling creates 
legal risks for 
males. Boys who 
wrestle girls, or 
practice with fe
male teammates, 
must touch them 
in ways that 
would constitute 
illegal sexual ha
rassment in any 
other setting. In 
our litigious so
ciety, coaches 
take a risk when-
ever they have 
close physical 

contact with young female athletes. 
(Some wrestling coaches have refused to 
demonstrate holds on girls.) Wrestling of
ficials also incur risks at mixed-sex 
matches, since they must break holds by 
thrusting in their hands near girls' chests 
or crotches. 

But while health and legal concerns 
are important, they do not go to the heart 
of the problem. For the primary objection 
to boys wrestling girls is this: A civilized 
society should teach men that they must 
not use their superior strength to over
power and control women. If the sexes 
are to live in harmony, they must ground 
their relations in a kind of compact, cen
tered in mutual dignity and regard. A fun
damental tenet of this compact is that de
cent men respect women, and view using 
force against them as dishonorable and 
unmanly. My father put it simply: "Boys 
don't hit girls." 

Most boys have absorbed this lesson. 
The U.S. Air Force discovered this 10 
years ago, when its Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape (SERE) program 
carried out internal psychological surveys 
to prepare for the advent of female com
bat pilots. These surveys revealed that 
men react with significantly greater emo
tion when female colleagues are sub
jected to simulated stress and violence, 
than they do when male colleagues are 
similarly threatened. (To combat this ten
dency, SERE attempted to desensitize 
men by using a variety of techniques, like 
a realistic rape scenario, in order to over
come protective attitudes toward women 

that an enemy might exploit.) 
Wrestling contests between men and 

women strike symbolically at the heart of 
the compact that should govern relations 
between the sexes. Mixed-sex contests 
desensitize boys to 
the need to behave 
with respect toward 
girls at all times. In 
addition, they pro
mote a double stan
dard that is sure to 
prompt cynicism 
and resentment on 
the part of male 
wrestlers. Boys 
know instinctively 
that it's unfair to per- Katherine Kersten 
mit one wrestler (the 
girl) to choose whether she wishes to 
grapple intimately with a member of the 
opposite sex, while forcing the other (the 
boy) to do so against his will. 

Perhaps it's too much to expect our 
rights-obsessed society to understand all 
this. But at the least, contemporary 
Americans should be able to grasp that 
mixed-sex wrestling is inequitable from 
an athletic point of view. The average 
male is markedly stronger than the aver-

age female, and has a faster reaction time 
and greater cardiovascular capacity. As a 
result, contests that pit men against 
women do not provide either sex with a 
level playing field. Is a matchup between 

the LA Lakers and the all-female Min
nesota Lynx anyone's idea of "gender 
equity"? 

Girls who want to wrestle should 
have opportunities to do so. If interest 
is sufficient, high schools can sponsor 
all-girls teams. (The University of Min
nesota-Morris has one of the nation's 
only women's collegiate varsity wres
tling teams.) On the other hand, if in
terest is limited, female wrestlers can 
pool their resources and form single-
sex community wrestling clubs, like the 
rugby or fencing clubs that other ath

letes organize. But putting girls on boys 
wrestling teams is not a step toward the 
liberation of women. It's a step back from 
equality for athletes of both sexes, and a 
giant step back from common sense. 

Katherine Kersten is director of the Cen
ter of the American Experiment in Min
neapolis. This article originally ap
peared in Minnesota's Star Tribune, Jan. 
17, 2001. 

Zeroing In (Continuedfrompage2) ________ _ 

Some education researchers say these 
policies are the result of a process that 
has been in the works for decades and is 
finally coming to fruition. In her article 
"Zero Tolerance for Non-Compliance," 
researcher and author Berit Kjos states 
that both zero tolerance and mental health 
policies "are vital parts of a far 
more insidious program of intimi
dation, control, and cultural trans
formation." She cites a 1970 pre
diction by Raymond Houghton, 
Professor of Secondary Educa
tion at Rhode Island College, 
which can be found in "To Nur
ture Humaneness: Commitment for the 
'70s" (by the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development of the 
NEA, 1970): " .... absolute behavior con-
trol is imminent. ... The critical point of 
behavior control, in effect, is sneaking up 
on mankind without his self-conscious re
alization that a crisis is at hand. Man will 
... never self-consciously know that it 
has happened." 

In 1934, NEA leader Willard Givens 
wrote: "The major function of the school 
is the social orientation of the individual. 
It must seek to give him an understand
ing of the transition to a new social or
der." A few years ago, President Bill 
Clinton put the same philosophy in more 
appealing language: "Teach our children 
to be good citizens. Promote order and 
discipline. . . . Impose curfews, enforce 
truancy laws, remove disruptive students 
from the classroom and have zero toler
ance for guns and drugs." 

Clinton's marketing strategy, says 
Mrs. Kjos, matched that of educational 

change agents who say one thing but 
mean another. The definition of a "good 
citizen" is a global citizen in the minds of 
leading educators. "Our new education 
system is designed to instill a utopian vi
sion of global interdependence in people 
everywhere," she writes. "Contrasted to 

the exaggerated evils of Western 
culture, this vision looks entic
ing enough to motivate many to 
accept unthinkable environmen
tal and social restraints." 

"Using 'zero tolerance' 
policies to shock, embarrass, 
and intimidate students into 

compliance with irrational rules fits the 
plan," she continues. "Most students 
caught in the confusing web of federal 
regulations must endure long sessions in 
'conflict resolution' and 'anger manage
ment' - two related psycho-social strat
egies used to instill a submissive, collec
tivist mentality. They have already be
come standard procedure in our nation's 
classrooms." 

Columnist and Hoover Institution Se
nior Fellow Thomas Sowell could have 
been summarizing Zero Tolerance when 
he told Forbes magazine in 1993: "The 
techniques of brainwashing developed in 
totalitarian countries are routinely used in 
psychological conditioning programs im
posed on American school children. 
These include emotional shock and de
sensitization, psychological isolation 
from sources of support, stripping away 
defenses, manipulative cross-examination 
of ... moral values, and inducing accep
tance of alternative values by psychologi
cal rather than rational means." " 
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one parent observed, however, even if in
creases in these behaviors could be accu
rately documented, none would be helped 
directly by an anonymous test, which 
leads to speculation as to its ultimate pur
pose. 
Prelude to PTW? 

Similar reasons for administering the 
YRBSS were given in Ohio, and the Pro
grams That Work were subsequently 
implemented in many of the state's pub
lic schools. These programs have been 
widely described as "obscene, vulgar and 
profane." (The PTW have also surfaced 
in Georgia, Illinois and Washington state.) 
One of the five programs, Be Proud! Be 
Responsible!, encourages students to 
practice handling condoms by using their 
fingers as props, and requires them to role 
play about wearing condoms, discussing 
"safer sex with multiple partners," and 
discussing AIDS concerns in homosexual 
relationships. Field trips to drugstores and 
family planning clinics are included. Be
ing a Responsible Teen (BART), encour
ages the use of explicit sexual terms and 
language. 

In January 2000, the Ohio House Edu
cation Committee held hearings on the 
PTW, and the subject matter of the cur
ricula became public. Present at the hear
ing was parent-activist Laurie MacMillan, 
who described the material - taken di
rectly from program manuals - as "hor
rifically immoral." One witness produced 
an inch-thick manual allegedly designed 

to show state departments of education 
how to mislead parents, the public and the 
press about the programs' content. Two 
months later, the Ohio legislature voted 
to freeze CDC monies for the programs. 

Ohio parents, who have been fighting 
the PTW for more than 2-½ years, insist 
that the funds to expand these programs 
have not dried up. Mrs. MacMillan ex
plained that the Department of Education 
had already completed Phase II of the 
implementation when the grants were fro
zen, which means that the original pro
gram trainers had already trained others 
(i.e. teachers, nurses, members of the Red 
Cross, PT A, and secular organizations, 
etc.) to continue the expansion. Parents 
and pro- family leaders believe that CDC 
monies are now being funneled through 
private organizations to fund the programs. 
All States Receiving Funds 

In Gresham, Oregon, parents have 
never heard of Programs That Work, but 
their children are answering questions 
from the same survey (under the guise of 
a test) that preceded implementation of 
the PTW in Ohio. 

The curriculum manual for Be Proud! 
Be Responsible!: Strategies to Empower 
Youth to Reduce Their Risk for HIV In

fection, 5th Edition, 1996, indicates that 
virtually all states are getting money from 
the CDC, mostly through state depart
ments of education and health, and that 
the PTW are to be disseminated to schools 
and communities across the country. ,S 
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Will Colleges Bury the SAT? 
A few months ago, University of Cali

fornia President Richard Atkinson made 
headlines when he announced that he 
wants his university to drop the SAT (for
merly the Scholastic Aptitude Test), which 
for 40 years has been a reliable predictor 
of how well college students will perform 
during their freshman year. College Board 
President Gaston Caperton countered that 
dropping the test "makes no more sense than 
dropping classroom grades." Caperton 
noted that neither grades nor the SAT are 
"perfect measures of a student's readiness 
for college," but that, in combination with 
other predictors, they make a "powerful 
set of tools" for admissions officers. 

The SAT has often been at
tacked as "racially (and culturally) bi
ased," even though the Education Test
ing Service spent millions of dollars in 
the l 970s to make it more minority
friendly. Renewed attacks erupted in Cali
fornia after the 1996 passage of Proposi
tion 209, which eliminated racial quotas 
and preferences in college admissions. 

Anti-SAT forces charge that the test 
unfairly burdens "underrepresented" mi
norities' ability to get into selective 
schools, intimidates Blacks and Latinos, 
and increases high school students' stress. 

In his commentary (3-15-01), colum
nist George Will put the argument in per-

Excerpt~ from Qregon's 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey· 

(Note that the questions probe mtarly every facet o/fl student's personal life and 
tttany t:ISSUtn.e that.the diild hllS experienced the beliamor:s: de$Crlbt!'d. ~ Efl) 

Physicaf Behav.iors Module 
3: QurJng the,pa~130 days, did you:. Vomit 
ottflke laxetives to. lose welgh! or to keep 

1• frorn gaining weight? · 
fa. How many fimes during the. p:ast 7 days 
dld you eat a rneal with your fa:.,11ny? 
Alcoho.l, Tobacco & Drug$ frfotlule 
:t, Ourlng the past 30 days, ori' the days you 

" smoked, how many cigarettesdidyou smoke 
~i:day? 
4:. How man{times did you µse chewing 
tobacco or snuff in: the last 24 hours? the 
last t da¥s? 

' S. Hbw m~ny drinks ofalcohol tiave you had 
l.n: .'the last24 hours?' the la~rtdaysf 
14: How many times did you use maruuana 
c;irhasMsh the last 24 hours? the last 7 
days'? 
· 1ttour1ng. your llfei l1oy.i many times have 
~~U:~Sl\lQanyform ofco~~lne; in~l~ding.pow-
der, c.r.a<:'lrorfreebasa? • · 
1~ ·.~!'il:lij yoqr lite; how many tin:ies Mva 
}'OLJ ll~dfiS{oln (also.call~d smac:k, ]link, or 
~hf~a:W~i«ziJ? ·. · . ·. ··• ·. . • ... ·. . 
[20~,9un;i:1s yF,JJJtlife,.h~vycrnany tim$S have 
you usoomethampl~etamines (also called 
spted, tcystal, orcmk, or ice?) 
2.i,,Ourtng.your life, .how rnan.tfimes have 

.JOU :U~ed,'a. needle to inje.ct any illegal dmg 
' lt\tt) Y91.Jf pody? . . , ' . . · .. 
1 '28.; .~metlm~m,we don'.t know.wbatwe \1iiH 
og;ias Mons,: b,ut. weptay ll~ve an idea: 
· Rle'a'$!'J:~1!~srrow'1Nell'les'estatern. eTit$. m:ay 
bef~fyou · an at:iult: (Choicenire 'NOf 
no, yes, ,YES!") 
....:.. When I @m an adult, l will smoke ciga, 
rettes, 
;....;:Woen lam an adult, I will/dr1nkbeer, wine 
orllqUor, 
~ When l am an adult, I will smoke mari

· juana. 
Questions about AIDS/HIV* 
.2(\:. How old were you when you had sexual 
fntereowrse fo.r the first time? 
i1 ,, Ou~ng yourlif&, With how many. p.eople 
h>ave you hao·seirnal intercourse? 
22. ·oun11g the past 3 months, with how many 
people did you have sexual intar:course? 
23, Did. you <irinK alcohol or use drugs be~ 
Jo.re you had sexual intercourse the last time? 
24, .Therlasttfmeyouhad SE!lX:U0l irrtercourae, 
dltil yoo · partner use a condom? 

·· 25; Thelast1im~youhatfsexual rn~rcourse, 
WJ:latonemethod,did you o,rym.1rpartneruse 
to prevent,preg.Aancy? · · 

spective: "The vast majority of America's 
2,300 four-year post-secondary schools 
have, in effect, open admissions: If you 
have a pulse and a high school diploma, 
you can attend. So the controversy is pri
marily important only to the minority of 
high-school high achievers seeking ad
mission to the small minority of highly 
selective institutions." 

Some SAT defenders, including na
tionally-syndicated columnist Walter E. 
Williams, accuse those who would elimi
nate the test of doing "a great disservice" 
to minority students, because "it amounts 
to telling them that the reason they do 
poorly isn't because they're ill-prepared 

26. How many. times have you been preg
nant or gotfen someone pregnant? 
29. l'f you wanted .them1 where would you 
go to get condoms? 
* All but questions 27 -28 {Aot included here 
due to space llmltations} in the AIDS/HIV 
section may be omitted for 6th grade only. 
Questions about Health Ca.re 
39. Have you used the School BasedHeatth 
Center services at your school? 
~uestions about Parent Strperv:lsion 
2. Over the last 2 days, about how much time 
(totaJY have you spellt without any ti,gults 
around? · · · · 
9, Please markl'lowyouf:esl atioutyourfam-.. , . . . 
tly relatlonshfps; People in my family often 
lAsult or yeH at each other. 'People in my 
family have serious arguments. We <'!rgue 
aboutthe same things1n my family over:and ' 
over. 
Questions· About ·~amtly. SubstancaU~e 
12. Has anyone In your family eve~ "had a 
severe alcohol or drug prol;rlemt · 
11; How many Hmes have you ch·an.ged· 
'homes since. kindergarten? · 
Questions About lntentiol'IS< 
t Doyau thinkyouwill try acig:ar.ettesoon? 
3. A:t any time ctunn9the nextyear, do 
think you will smoke aclgareu~·? 
22. Does someone lMn9 .in yotirht1Juse 
{at.lier thmn. you) :srno:ke cig.arettes? 
23. .. ·· 1-'low·loog .oa:n yoµ go.'0Wlfhgut smoking 
before you feel like yoU ne.ed a<OlQa.rette? 
P~l'$111nal Safety, Hara&.$1llerrt, and Vio
lence-Rttlated Beti1vtorModule 
3. · During the past 12 moriths; did yol:l ever 
se.rk:iusly consrder attempting: suicide? 
4, During the past 12 months, how many 
times did you actually attempt suicide? 
6. During the past 12 months, didyourboy
frlend or girlfriend everhlt, slap or physically 
hurt you on purpose? 
12. How many times in the past 3 months 
have you· set a fire wl1are it dld r'l't belong; 
without adult permission or supervision? 
13. During thepast30days,·onhowmany 
days did you: Carcy a gun? Carry aweapon 
other than a. gun? Carry a gun on· school 
property? Carry a weapon• otherthan a gun 
(such as a ~ife, club, or other weapon not 
allowed at scho.ol). on s'Chool pmf!!erty? 
14. If you carried a handg.lln in the past 30 
days, who did the handgun bekmg lo? 
15. lf you wanted to get ?I handgu.fl, how 
easy would ltbe for youto g~tone? 

or weren't serious enough about high 
school work Instead, students are told 
the questions are racist - hence, poor 
performance is not their fault." 

Linda Chavez, president of the Cen
ter for Equal Opportunity, observed in a 
GOPUSA internet column (3-13-01) that 
unless we are willing to dumb down col
lege curriculum even further than we have 
over the past 30 years, many students 
won't make it through four years ofhigher 
education, regardless of race. "The SAT 
isn't to blame for underachievement," she 
wrote, "and eliminating the test won't 
make the underlying obstacles to success 
disappear." ,;J 


