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'Smart Start' Or Is It? 
OBE gets new name in Arkansas 

LITTLE ROCK, AR - Hallmarks 
of Arkansas' "new" education program, 
Smart Start, are report cards with no let
ter or number grades, few or no textbooks, 
no competition, no memorization or drills 
for teaching basic skills, and 
criterion-referenced tests 
that include portfolios. Of
ficial Smart Start literature 
praises school districts for 
innovative report cards 
while claiming to support 
traditional grading systems. 

last year, triggering immediate parent and 
teacher complaints. Parents objected to 
the new grading system, consisting of 
"report cards" up to 14 pages long, filled 
with rubrics (sets of criteria) instead of 

subject titles. Students are 
evaluated and assigned a "per
formance level"of "below ba
sic," "basic," "proficient" or 
"advanced" on each of the ru
brics. 

Parents charge that the 
new "report cards" are too 
complicated and that they fail 
to indicate which subjects need 
improvement. One parent told 
the Jonesboro Sun (2-28-00): 

Although obscured by 
"feel-good" phrases and pro
motional fluff, the Smart 
Start program fosters re
wards and sanctions, state 
intervention, five-year plans, 
block scheduling, coopera

Are Arkansas chi.I- "I've gone to school for eight 
dren getting a years past high school and I 
"Smart Start"? don't understand this." 0th-

tive learning, integrated learning, and of 
course, performance-based assessments 
- all stuff of Outcome-Based Education 
(OBE). In other words, says the Ameri
can Family Association of Arkansas 
(AF A), "OBE is alive and well in the state; 
nothing has changed but the terms." 

The Bentonville School District in 
northwest Arkansas and the Weiner 
School District in northeast Arkansas pi
loted Smart Start in the elementary grades 

ers complained that the subjective grad
ing system gives teachers "too much dis
cretion" in assigning performance levels. 

Many teachers object to Smart 
Start's proposed system of cash incen
tives, which is modeled on Kentucky's 
failed KERA system that rewards schools 
and teachers for pupil performance. (See 
Education Reporter, June 1998.) They 
claim that the content standards - the 

(See Smart Start, page 4) 

Vouchers Lose in California & 
Michigan; Survive in Florida 

Two statewide voucher initiatives, 
California's Proposition 38 and 
Michigan's Proposal 1, failed to win ap
proval in the November 7 election, receiv
ing only 30% of the vote in each state. 
Both proposals incurred the wrath of the 
powerful teachers unions, which spent 
millions to ensure their defeat. 

A bright spot for voucher proponents, 
however, is the recent victory in Florida, 
where a three-judge panel of the pt Dis
trict Court of Appeals upheld the consti
tutionality of that state's voucher pro
gram. Overturning a lower court ruling 
oflast March, the panel ruled unanimously 
that the program does not violate Florida's 
constitution. 

A spokesperson for Florida Governor 
Jeb Bush said the appeals court decision 
"affirms the Governor's view that noth
ing in the state constitution prohibits al
lowing public funds to be used for pri
vate school education." The voucher pro
gram was approved by the Florida legis
lature last year. 
Proposition 38 

California's Proposition 38 would have 
required the state to phase in a voucher 

system over a four-year period. Each 
voucher would have been worth $4,000 
or half the annual state or national per
pupil cost, whichever was higher. Un
der the program, private secular and re
ligious schools would have been exempt 
from state regulations but subject to aca
demic testing, which proved a major 
stumbling block for many parents. 

"Mandatory, state-authorized 'politi
cally-correct' achievement tests will give 
the government a foot 
in the door to super -
vise those tests, as 
well as to bring in the 
'politically-correct' 
curriculum that pre
pares students to take 
the tests," one con
cerned mother stated. 

Others worried 

that government Karen Holgate 
regulations would 
eventually be imposed on all private 
schools, including home-schools. "Cali
fornia homeschools operate as private 
schools," noted homeschool leader Cathy 
Duffy. She asserted that homeschoolers 

Proposition 203 Wins Big! 
Arizona voters dump bilingual ed 

PHOENIX, AZ - Fed up with the 
failure of bilingual education to prepare 
immigrant children for success in 
America, voters on Nov. 7 approved the 
controversial Proposition 203 by a mar
gin of 63 % to 3 7%. The measure repeals 
current bilingual education laws in Ari
zona and requires that all 
classes be taught in English. 

nocent Hispanic children." During the 
campaign, she stated that nearly 100,000 
children in Arizona's public schools don't 
know English, and that bilingual ed pro
grams have a 95% failure rate. "Many of 
these children eventually leave school 
unable to read, write, or even speak En

glish properly," she said. 

Many citizens and orga
nizations are applauding the 
victory. "We were elated that 
Proposition 203 won so over
whelmingly," said Arizona 
Eagle Forum President Susan 
Stradling. "The people of our 
state have finally put a cap on 
the dismal legacy ofbilingual 
education." 

Ron Unz 

Mendoza asserts that the 
only people who support bilin
gual education are "those mak
ing money from this huge failed 
government program - the 
teachers, administrators and pro
fessors, and the politicians they 
control." She decried the fact 
that "the bilingual education in
dustry makes extra money for 
every child who doesn't know 

The new law will allow pupils classi
fied as "English Learners" to be placed in 
sheltered English immersion programs 
during a temporary transition period, but 
even these programs will provide instruc
tion in the child's native language only 
"when necessary." All students from the 
2nd through the 12th grades will be tested 
annually to monitor their progress in learn
ing English and academics. 

As he did in 1998 with California's 
Proposition 227, Silicon Valley entrepre
neur Ron Unz led the charge to pass the 
measure, along with Maria Mendoza, chair 
of English for Children-Arizona, and co
chair Hector Ayala. "Because of the vic
tory of our California initiative," Unz as
serted, "nearly all immigrant children there 
are now being taught in English as soon 
as they begin school. As a result, test 
scores have increased an average of 
20%." Unz provided much of the financ
ing for the Arizona campaign, as he did 
for the California effort. 

Mendoza charges that Arizona's failed 
bilingual system "has inflicted much edu
cational harm on tens of thousands ofin-

have significantly less freedom in states 
with homeschool laws than they do in 
California, where there is no homeschool 
law. Mrs. Duffy added: "The passage 
of Proposition 3 8 would likely have been 
the catalyst for severe regulation of all 
private homeschools, whether or not 
families individually accepted vouchers." 

On the other hand, the initiative had 
many pro-family backers, including 
California's Capitol Resource Institute 

(CRI). "With the defeat of Proposition 
38, parents lost a chance to have more 
control over their children's education," 
CRI stated. 

"It is our opinion that the authors of 

English, so they sometimes even force 
young Hispanic children who already 
know English into their program against 
their parents' wishes." 

Currently, Arizona school districts re
ceive additional state funds for "English 
Learners" with no specific time limit at
tached. Proposition 203 will limit the 
amount of time students may remain eli
gible for those funds. According to a 
Legislative Council analysis, the measure 
could potentially save the state more than 
$20 million by 2004. 

Opponents of Proposition 203 claim 
it denies students the right to receive in
struction in their native tongue while they 
are learning English, and that it will limit 
parental involvement in education. An
other argument is that it threatens efforts 
to revive the tribal languages of Native 
American Indians. While Unz admits he's 
not sure how the law will affect Native 
Americans, he told the Arizona Republic 
(9-17-00) that he believes the impact will 
be minimal, because "federally recognized 
tribal sovereignty should allow Native 

tribes to override Proposition 203." " 

the proposition tried to write in as many 
protections as possible to guard against 
undue government regulation," CRI's Di
rector of Policy Karen Holgate wrote in a 
special report, "and we caution those who 
believe that private schools, or home
schools for that matter, are currently ex
empt from undue government intrusion." 
The report points out that since 1998, sev
eral bills have passed in California which 
"seek to integrate curriculum with non
academic requirements, including requir
ing that all children be taught to appreci
ate diversity, and enforce wide-scale tol
erance and anti-discrimination mandates." 

(See Vouchers, page 2) 



2 EDUCATION REPORTERDECEMBER2000 

EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

A new California law makes kin
dergarten mandatory before a child 
enters first grade. AB 25 also requires 
public school officials to contact 
parents of 3-5-year-olds about pre
school programs. California's Capitol 
Research Institute (CRI) charges that 
the law encroaches on the fundamen
tal right of parents to direct the up
bringing and education of their chil
dren, and places an increased finan
cial burden on parents who plan to 
enroll their children in private schools 
beginning in first grade, not kinder
garten. CRI warns that AB 25's re
quirement that school officials con
tact parents of preschoolers may pres
sure parents to enroll their children in 
early childhood education, robbing 
both children and parents of precious 
time together. Contrary to the law's 
language, there is no sound evidence 
that early formal education brings any 
lasting benefits to a child. 

The San Francisco Board of Edu
cation dropped tough graduation 
requirements for the class of 2001 
when it was determined that nearly 
one-third of the city's high school 
seniors would fail to meet the new 
standards. 

A Massachusetts judge ruled that 
school officials may not regulate a 
student's cross-dressing. Last Janu
ary, the 7th-grade boy began wearing 
tight skirts, high heels, a bra, and 
makeup to school. He blew kisses at 
a male student, grabbed the buttocks 
of another male student, applied 
makeup during class, and was sus
pended at least three times for using 
the girls' restroom after being told not 
to do so. A therapist concluded that 
the boy suffers from a gender iden
tity disorder and that wearing female 
clothing "is not a personal preference 
but a necessary symbol of her [sic] 
very identity." Superior Court Judge 
Linda Giles held that the school may 
discipline the boy for inappropriate 
conduct, but may not punish him for 
his clothing, which she said was a 
form of expression. "Under this kind 
of logic," observed the Family Re
search Council, "a public school stu
dent could argue for the right to ex -
press his identity as a nudist." 
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Vouchers (Continued from page 1)-----------

Pacific Justice Institute attorney Brad 
Dacus agrees. "These same regulations 
would apply to many private religious and 
non-religious schools which receive any 
form of state or federal financial assistance, 
including assistance for a handicapped child 
in need of special education," Dacus said. 
"Proposition 3 8 pro
vided unprecedented 
protection for all pri
vate schools in Cali
fornia." 

California Eagle 
Forum State Presi
dent Sandee Beckers 
said she arrived at 
her position of quali
fied support for the Sandee Beckers 

initiative only after considerable thought, 
prayer, and consultation with a variety of 
experts. "There were certainly well-war
ranted concerns on both sides of the is
sue," she admitted, "but any step away 
from the stifling, destructive mandates of 
state control would have been welcome." 
Prnposal 1 

Michigan's Proposal 1 would have 
given vouchers worth $3,300 to parents 
of children in under-performing public 
schools to be used for private or religious 
school tuition. The initiative required 
teacher testing and mandated a minimum 
funding level. Individual school boards 
would have been allowed to unilaterally 
impose vouchers or permit voters in their 
school districts to decide the issue through 
local elections. The proposal would also 
have opened the door for the state legis
lature to implement the program statewide. 

Former Education Secretary William 
Bennett and Wisconsin Governor Tommy 
Thompson were among the national po
litical figures who endorsed Proposal 1. 
Bennett accused the teacher unions of 
"putting politics above the interests of chil
dren" in opposing the initiative, and warned 
that the voucher issue "will not disappear." 

Cost to Public Schools 
The sizeable defeat of both Proposal 

1 and Proposition 3 8 shows that, although 
many parents favor choice, they never
theless responded to the claims of oppo
nents that vouchers drain funding for 
public schools. Syndicated columnist 
Thomas Sowell calls this "a scare tac
tic." "In reality," he wrote, "vouchers 
never pay as much as the public schools 
spend per pupil. When students leave the 
public schools, the total costs of educa
tion go down, not up. But lies are the 
norm in propaganda." 

Columnist David Broder offered a 
simple hypothetical example to demon
strate the fallacy of the mantra that vouch
ers will destroy America's public school 
system. Broder calculates that, after 
adopting a voucher program worth $3,000 
per child, a unified school district with 
100,000 students, spending $6,000 per 
child for a total of $600 million per year, 
would still have $6,000 to spend on each 
child during the first year if 10,000 stu
dents left the district to attend private 
schools. Assuming that the number of 
students leaving the district increased in
crementally each succeeding year by 
10,000, this district would have $8,400 
to spend on every child remaining in the 
public schools after five years of the 
voucher program. 

Broder asks, if money isn't the real 
issue, why should teacher unions be so 
opposed to vouchers? "It's simple," he 
answers. "If voucher systems become a 
reality, some parents will pull their chil
dren out of the public schools and put 
them in private schools or homeschool 
them, and the number of jobs for teach
ers and administrators will decrease. 
That's why teacher unions are so sup
portive, with both their PAC money and 
personal votes, of elected officials who 
say they are opposed to vouchers and 
promise to work to defeat them." ';I 
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More Brief S--
A Federal court upheld the right of 
Virginia schools to require a moment 
of silence. The court ruled that the law 
does not violate the separation of church 
and state because Virginia legislators did 

not mandate that students pray, only that 
they be silent. Virginia lawmakers passed 
the bill on July l in an effort to address 
the national problem of school violence. 
An attempt by the ACLU to obtain an in
junction against the legislation failed, but 
the group plans to appeal the court ruling. 

Book of the Month 

The Teacher Unions, Myron 
Lieberman, Encounter Books, 2000, 
264 pps., $16.95 paper 

Author Lieberman's 1997 work is 
now available in paperback, which 
makes reading this expose' from a life 
member of the National Education .A<3-
sociation (NEA) and former candidate 
for president of the American Federa

tion of Teachers 
(AFT) easier than 
ever. 

The Teacher 
Unions offers a 
bird's eye view of 
how the NEAi AFT 
stifle dissent in 
their ranks, how 
union bureaucrats 
enjoy a standard of 

living far beyond the reach of the 
people they represent, and how the 
unions' national political activities are 
far removed from most teachers' in
terests and political views. Lieberman 
sprinkles his writing with interesting, 
little-known snippets of information, 
such as the fact that, despite fierce 
opposition to any privatization efforts 
today, the teacher unions in 194 7 sup
ported federal aid to education that 
would have included substantial funds 
for private schooling. 

When he wrote his first book in 
1956, Lieberman was a champion of 
collective bargaining in public educa
tion. His views began to change dur
ing the late 1970s, and by the early 
1980s, he was a vocal opponent of the 
cause he had supported for 20 years. 
"The most important reason for my 
change of position was the realization 
that collective bargaining in public 
education is inconsistent with demo
cratic, representative government," 
Lieberman writes. 

He cites as major problems the enor
mous costs of supporting the unions' 
bloated bureaucracies and the fact that 
their primary function has become the 
shaping of public policy rather than 
representing teachers. He illustrates 
their political power by stating that, at 
the 1996 Democratic National Conven
tion, there were more NEA members 
than there were delegates from any one 
state except California. 

Lieberman bemoans the unions' anti
privatization activities and the fact that 
payroll deductions to NEA and AFT 
political action committees (P ACs) are 
transmitted at no cost to the unions. 

What to do? Lieberman exposes 
the unions' vulnerabilities, and offers 
sensible suggestions about "what we 
can and cannot do" to curb their power. 
"The most hopeful development" he 
notes, "is that they have become a po
litical issue." 

To order, call Encounter Books at 
800/786-3839. 



By Stanley K. Ridgley 

In Ray Bradbury's classic Fahrenheit 
4 51, the insouciant fireman Captain Beatty 
burned books with missionary zeal. But 
Captain Beatty did not consider himself 
villainous. Beatty's book burning was 
rooted in a crude philosophy: "If you 
don't want a man unhappy politically, 
don't give him two sides to a question to 
worry him; give him one," Beatty said. 
"Better yet, give him none." 

Now we find that San Diego State 
University (SDSU) has labeled its com
pulsory introductory education course 
Education 451, and such rich irony de
serves scrutiny. This is so especially in 
light of the course's endorsement by 

Pa.rtica .. 
1ar1ycgrc,.. 
giousarc 
the 
required 
Mcultural 

plunges" 
in gay bars .. 

former Texas 
Education 
Agency's Com
missioner 
Lionel "Skip" 
Meno, who 
now serves as 
dean of the 
SDSU school 
of education. 

The course 
"Introduction 
to Multicultural 
Education" 
embodies the 

worst pathologies plaguing American 
higher education, so it is not surprising 
that Education 451 evokes Bradburian 
images of censorship, coercion, and 
bookbuming. This year, the SDSU course 
won the Intercollegiate Studies Institute's 
(ISI) Polly Award. ISi awards the Pollys 
each year to the wackiest anti-intellectual 
happenings on the college campus. Edu
cation 451 won handily. 

In Education 451, they don't bum 
books . . . there are no books to bum. 
Nor are there written tests, nor is there a 
written syllabus, nor is there rigorous 
academic course content. The course 
consists of programming and indoctrina
tion in the form of Maoist-style "work
shops" run by campus political pressure 
groups that require students, among other 
things, to stand before the group and pro
claim one's homosexuality, reciting "I am 
gay" or "I am lesbian" and then to dis
cuss their feelings about being gay or les
bian (unless, of course, one is designated 
a "bisexual"). All of this, moreover, is 
required of graduate students who wish 

. to teach in the state of California. 
Particularly egregious are the required 

"cultural plunges" in gay bars. These 
"plunges" equate "gay culture" with what 
one finds in bars catering to homosexu
als, as if the single-sex meat market epito
mizes the cultural apex of this lifestyle. Is 
it really necessary or proper to require 
future elementary school teachers to par
ticipate in an alcohol-and-drug-driven 
bar-centered nightlife that, frankly, the 
majority of Americans have no time for, 
gay or not? 

Education Dean "Skip" Meno offered 
a straight-faced defense of Education 451 
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• • Education 451 
on a recent nationally televised Fox News 
report, saying that "We're preparing 
people to work in a diverse society with a 
diverse student population; that requires 
them to have an understanding of the stu
dents that they're going to work with." 

Meno did not address the coercive as
pects of the course; he gave no indica
tion that he was even aware of them. He 
did not explain how cruising the gay bar 
scene prepares teachers to work with chil
dren. Meno simply touted the course's 
ostensible benefits. 

Not everyone at SDSU is convinced 
that the course is beneficial or even be
nign. Some students vehemently oppose 
the course's content. "To mandate the 
course ... that's sick and twisted," says 
the editor of the San Diego State Daily 
Aztec student newspaper, senior Jennifer 
Kabbany. "What does standing in the 
middle of a gay club have to do with read
ing, writing, and arithmetic?" Indeed, the 
arguments against the course go well be
yond ideological disagreement over the 
proper place of homosexuality or 
multiculturnlism in the college curriculum, 
although those can certainly be debated. 

Low academic standards -Question
able content aside, Ed 451 is a jaunt in the 
park. There are no written tests. 

Aimlessness - There is no syllabus, 
just an erratic lurching from class to class. 
The anonymous course designers seemed 
determined not to leave a paper trail that 
might come back to bite them. 

Trivial and politicized content- Some 
class sessions are "taught" by a student 
group called the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
and Transgender Association (LGBT), 
which runs "workshops." Why this stu
dent group is providing material for a re
quired and accredited graduate level edu
cation course is something perhaps only 
Dean Meno can fathom. 

Indoctrination - Reeducation camp 
techniques are used. Remember Frank 
Sinatra in The Manchurian Candidate, sit
ting on the stage, reciting his lines? The 
Soviets used similar techniques to indoctri
nate workers, of course. These samokritika 
sessions coerced workers to recite beliefs 
they did not hold and admit to sins they had 
not committed. Similar "role-playing" is a 
mainstay of Education 451. 

Compulsory at taxpayer expense -
If you want a teaching certificate through 
SDSU, you're at the mercy of SDSU's 
gay student group and, presumably, its 
political agenda. And it's all funded by the 
California taxpayers. Aside from its par
ticular eccentricities, Education 451 rep
resents a broader trend in higher educa
tion regarding faddish and politically 
driven courses. Courses with "feminist," 
"diversity," "multicultural," "race," "gen
der," or "gay" in the title or description 
are becoming synonymous with intellec
tual vacuity, lack of rigor, poorly quali
fied instructors, and trivial and politicized 
content. University of Colorado classics 
professor E. Christian Kopff contends 
that, when administrators say "multi
culturalism," they don't mean increased 

foreign language requirements or 
immersion in the history, geog
raphy, or economics of particu
lar cultures. What they 
mean is more light
weight survey courses 
taught by junior faculty 
presenting leftist West
em views of particular cultures. There's 
a big difference, but most college admin
istrators apparently cannot recognize it 

Perhaps it is only coincidence that one 
of Dean Meno's previous positions was 
as the Texas Education Agency's Com
missioner until 1995, when newly elected 
Governor George W. Bush sacked him. 
According to Austin Chronicle columnist 
Kevin Fullerton, "Public education was a 
lot like a troubled teenager when Bush took 
over as governor - it was unfocused, 
traumatized by neglect, and lagging be
hind its peers." 

One searches in vain for a redeeming 
quality in the course, but finds only the 
coercive and the trivial. It is easy enough 
to see that Education 451 is designed to 
break down a student's capacity to tell right 
from wrong, good from bad. It's about 
substituting moral paralysis for critical 
judgment. It's about inhibiting a person's 
ability to make the kinds of value judg
ments one learns in the home environment, 
the kinds of judgments which derive from 
a person's moral compass and are essen
tial for survival in the modem world. 

Of course, the pesky "home environ-

''Carpe diem!'' 
New education 'system' 
threatens 'American Dream' 

Robin Williams starred in a movie as a 
professor who was willing to do anything 
to help his students "be all they could be." 
"Crupe diem" was his cry, and subsequently 
became their cry. Seize the day! Reach for 
thestars! GrabtheAmericanDream! Don't 
let anything stand in your way. 

Every day, illegal immigrants cross 
America's borders in pursuit of what we 
call the American Dream. For hundreds 
of years, America has been known as the 
land of opportunity, and jobs are the key 
to that opportunity. 
Choice of Jobs 

Americans are shocked to learn that 
planning groups exist at every level of gov
ernment, in every community in every 
state, planning the jobs they will hold in 
the future. This job planning has begun 
in the schools where the planners are 
building the new "system" leading to the 
"new economy." 

With the passage of the federal School
to- Work Opportunities Act and Goals 
2000 Educate America Act in 1994, then 
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 
(WIA), most states, including Missouri, 
bought into this new "system." At the 
state level, "education reform" bills and 
executive orders put this "system" in place. 
In 1993, Missouri's late Governor, Mel 

ment" is the bane of the folks run
ning Education 451. This home en-

vironment is presumably the univer
sal province of racists and bigots. How 

else to explain the raison d'etre of this 
course, which promises to inculcate "tol
erance" in - again, presumably - the 
intolerant graduate students of San Diego 
State University? The destructive and 
value-morphing dynamic of Education 
451 is mirrored in its novel counterpart, 
Fahrenheit 451. The novel's villain Cap
tain Beatty reflected on the "problem" that 
some people might not willingly embrace 
the government's officially approved at
titudes. Says Captain Beatty: "You can't 
rid yourselves of all the odd ducks in just 
a few years. The home environment can 
undo a lot you try to do at school." 

It seems that at SDSU, at least, the 
Captain Beatty attitude is regnant, and 
that's a shame. In an era of skyrocketing 
college costs and declining educational 
standards in America's public schools as 
well as its universities, Education 451 
seems a particularly cruel joke on the tax
payers of California, and an even crueler 
joke on the students required to take it. 

Dr. Ridgley is executive director of the Col
legiate Network, a division of the Intercol
legiate Studies institute, and the editor of 
Start the Presses! A Handbook of Student 
Journalism, published by !SJ Books. This 
article is posted on FrontPage Magazine. 
com at Vv111Wjrontpagemag.com/archives/ 
educationlridgley09-25-00p.htm (Edited 
for space; reprinted by permission.) 

I ~ 
Carnahan, fought to secure passage of 
the Outstanding Schools Act, which radi
cally changed how Missouri schools 
would operate. It was followed by a mnn
ber ofExecutive Orders issued by the Gov
ernor to implement the WIA and move 
Missouri schools further into the "sys
tem" of top-down command and control. 

The WIA requires each state to es
tablish Workforce Boards whose mission 
is to allocate resources, fill job vacancies 
and train workers for jobs the state de
termines will be needed in the future. In 
the schools, students beginning in kinder
garten are taught about the jobs that need 
to be filled, and by ninth grade, are ex
pected to have chosen a "career path." 
Building on the "system" of School-to
Work (Careers), school counselors place 
students in the workforce during school 
hours using data supplied by the federal/ 
state Labor Market Information System. 
Computers enable the planners to process 
vast amounts of personal, educational, fi
nancial and attitudinal data, so as to fine
tune the school guidance counselor's 
"suggestions" to students about which 
careers to choose. 
How the 'System' Works 

In the St Louis region, "A commit
tee of public and private interests met to 
begin launching a strategy resulting in a 
coordinated, bi-state ( eastern Missouri and 

(See Carpe Diem, page 4) 
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southwestern Illinois) system that devel
ops and continuously improves the region's 
human capital .... 1 (Emphasis added.) 

The Committee's report noted that 
"leaders [must] ... emphasize the need 
to build up existing human ... capital!' 1 

"Because the new economy differs mark
edly from the old ... the mission ... is to 
build a ... coordinated, collaborative sys
tem that develops and continuously im
proves the region's human capital!' 

How is it possible for government to 
command and control human beings? The 
report's "Workforce Development Strat
egy Goals" states: "Support early child
hood initiatives to ensure that children are 
ready to learn at an early age," and "De
velop a regional workforce intelligence 
system to accurately track and monitor 
workforce demand for the growth and 
retention of business!' 
Government Nanny 

"Early childhood initiatives" are gov
ernment initiatives designed to control 
early childhood care. How will govern
ment agents ensure that you are doing a 
good job taking care of your child? Home 
visits? Parent exams? Observations by 
young social workers who have no chil
dren of their own? The systems in place 
to ensure that children are "ready to learn" 
when they enter school include record 
keeping on both parents and children. 

Missouri's "regional workforce intel
ligence system to track and monitor de
mand" will succeed only if the govern
ment has exhaustive and extensive per
sonal information on every individuaL 
Using the Missouri One Stop Informa
tion System (MOSIS) software, comput
ers sort and track the information neces
sary for the state to "guide" a child or 
adult into the job or "career" for which 

state planners have determined a need. 
The School's Role 

The Outstanding Schools Act opened 
the door for the Missouri School Improve
ment Program and the Accreditation Stan
dards for the Public School District In 
July 1997, the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) published the Standards and In
dicators Manual, containing all the man
dates that local schools must follow in 
order to continue receiving state/federal 
dollars. If a school district does not meet 
the standards, the state can wipe the dis
trict off the map, merge it with another 
district or take it over. 

Note the power of the state to "com
mand and control" the following: 
♦ Individual Thought and Attitudes -
"Resource Standards: Program Studies 
1. l. Each elementary student will receive 
instruction in . . . comprehensive health 
(including ... HIV/Aids prevention edu
cation) and career education" (p5). [HIV I 
AIDs education is being used to normal
ize homosexual/lesbian lifestyles, and in 
some cases, to teach that lifestyle includ
ing graphic sexual content] 
♦ Local Curriculum - "Process Stan
dards: Curriculum 6.1 A2. Written cur
riculum must include ... general goals 
for graduates in each subject area or in 
the students 'Individualized Education Pro
gram' ... [ and] cross references to the 
knowledge ( content) skills and competen
cies students need to meet the goals es
tablished by the district and the Show
Me Standards; and, specific, measurable 
learner objectives for each course at each 
grade level" (p.16). 
♦ Tracking of Each Student's Progress 
- "Instruction 7.1 CL Student progress 
toward identified goals or objectives is 

Smart Start (Continuedfrompagel)----

very basis of Smart Start- are extremely 
vague and fail to include basic skills such 
as the elements of grammar. This view 
is supported by the Fordham Foundation, 
which rated the standards for all 50 states 
and gave Arkansas's standards an F on 
its 1997 and 1999 reports. 

Teachers also complain that they are 
forced to devote too much time to testing 
and to Smart Start's complicated system 
of criterion check lists. A survey of teach
ers in northeast Arkansas by State Sen. 
Peggy Jeffries indicates that as many as 
90% of teachers disapprove of educational 
trends in the state. 

Concerns over OBE practices and the 
new grading techniques were two criti
cal factors that led to the firing of 
Bentonville Superintendent Lewis 
Holloway, but his departure did not derail 
Smart Start Last March, Governor Mike 
Huckabee announced, during a joint meet
ing of the Arkansas State Board of Edu
cation and the State Board of Workforce 
and Career Opportunities, that Smart Start 
would be expanded to include "Smart 
Step" for grades 5-8. He promised that 
Smart Step would "use the same strate
gies as Smart Start!' "Thanks to Smart 

Start," the Governor said, "we've seen 
an increase in student achievement" 

According to published reports, those 
achievement gains came under suspicion 
earlier this year after it was discovered 
that the scores of one of every five Ar
kansas students had been excluded. The 
Arkansas Democrat Gazette (2-20-00) 
reported that, in addition to exclusions for 
students with disabilities, a new rule re
quiring school districts to identify stu
dents who hadn't completed a whole aca
demic year in the district resulted in the 
exclusion of those students' scores, too. 
Of the 94,000 Arkansas children tested, 
the scores of 18,000 were excluded. 
A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing? 

Another component of Smart 
Start is "Character Education," and 
many concerned parents and citi-
zens wonder if this respectable la-
bel has become another vehicle for OBK 
"Most people would be surprised to 
know," writes the AF A, "that Willard K 
Daggett, who heads the Arkansas Char
acter Education program, is described as 
an 'eminent outcome-based reformer and 
implementer who is shaping America's 
future through OBK"' Daggett has made 

monitored continuously through a vari
ety of assessment strategies .. !' (pJ 7). 
♦Local Schools - "8.7 ... The district 
complies with all provisions, regulations 
and administrative rules applicable to each 
program implemented," e.g, "Goals 
2000, Safe and Drug-Free Schools, 
Grants for Local Reform, Parents as 
Teachers" (p.24). 
♦ The Student's Job and Future -
"Guidance and Counseling 11. 1 B2. A sys
tem for individual planning, which includes 
the necessary forms and procedures and 
begins no later than 8th grade, provides 
assistance to students, in collaboration 
with parents/guardians, to develop edu
cational and career plans, and includes 
assessment, advisement and identification 
of short-and long-range goals" (p. 29). 
Politically-Correct Tests 

Michigan's High School Test in So
cial Studies for Spring 1999 included 
questions that asked students to take a 
stand "in favor of' or "against" "Women 
in Combat," "Political Action Commit
tees," "Affirmative Action" and "Privati
zation." Students said they were given 
incomplete data on which to base their 
conclusions. One student reported that 
the test contained questions concerning 
"population," which involved "govern
ment planners" solving the problem of 
"too many people in the wrong place." 
(In China, govennentplanners limit fami
lies to one child. Another test taker re
ported that a reading passage proclaimed 
that, under President Reagan, "racism 
was made comfortable." 

These questions are especially trou
bling in view of Missouri's accreditation 
mandates. "Performance Standards for 
K-12 Districts: Achievement 16.L The 
district uses DESE approved standard
ized achievement tests closely aligned with 
the curriculum and instruction to mea
sure the degree to which students have 

national appearances with William (Bill) 
Spady, the father ofOBE, whose philoso
phy is consistent with that of Smart Start's 
leaders. Spady predicts that textbooks will 
be obsolete in the classrooms of tomor
row, and that students should be taught 
about "alternative" lifestyles, birth control, 
and to be "open" with their sexuality. 
The Doug Reeves Influence 

AF A researchers point out that Dr. 
Douglas Reeves, an OBE proponent and 
ally of Willard Daggett, was hired by the 
State of Arkansas to oversee the new stan
dards, testing and accountability programs. 
Reeves has stated that school districts' test 
scores should not be compared and that 
he doesn't believe in norm-referenced tests 

to compare students' scores 
nationwide. AF A as
serts that Arkansas is 
moving away from 
norm-referenced tests 
as outlined in the 
state's original OBE 

law. Smart Start's "Action Plan" states 
that "any testing will be performance
based,"and its website (5-13-99) noted that 
"state mandated norm-referenced testing 
at the high school level will be discontin
ued when the End of Level Exams (per
formance tests) are in place!' 

mastered the knowledge and skills in the 
curriculum .. !' (pAl). 

Does this mean students must master 
whatever the test writers determine are 
the politically-correct answers for racism 
and public policy questions? 

In Wyoming, the July 15th Casper Star 
Tribune noted that the Natrona County 
School District [is] "to bring testing 
online!' The newspaper reported that the 
new "computer-adaptive standardized 
tests ... [will] adjust the test questions 
based on the students' skill level!' Par
ents need to ask whether these comput
erized tests can also adjust for political 
correctness; whether they can change 
questions in midstream based on the level 
of political correctness of a student's an
swers. Will computers be programmed to 
assess a student's political persuasion and 
worldview? Will the tests give different 
questions to different students, with ca
reer selection tests guiding the politically
incorrect into lower paying jobs? Once 
power'is consolidated at these levels, free
dom becomes untenable. 

Will we be able to "Seize the Day" 
when government tells us what to think, 
how to think and how to dream? Will 
tests that measure the political correct
ness of our thoughts hold the passport to 
the American Dream? 

In the name of education reform, will 
free choice cease to exist? If so, Robin 
Williams' movie character would resign, 
no longer able to proclaim "Carpe diem." 

1 "Report on the Status oflnterstate Regional 
Workforce Development Planning in St. 
Louis, March 17, 2000, submitted to Mis
souri and Illinois Workforce Development 
Officials by" the "East-West Gateway Coor
dinating Council and the St Louis Regional 
Commerce and Growth Association!' 

This article was excerpted from Front 
Line, Fall 2000, Vol. 22, No, 3, Published 
in St. Louis, MO Reprinted by permission. 

"There's a move in the nation to do 
away with norm-referenced tests," notes 
AFA We hear about accountability, but 
when one state's test scores can't be com
pared to others', there will be no account
ability; everything will be subjective!' 

In his 1998 book, Making Standards 
Work, Reeves states: "Competition is not 
part of the human spirit, but part of mod
em-day psychosis," and that competition 
perpetuates "the caste system as it pres
ently exists!' His book contends that home
work assignments, classroom activities, 
worksheets, and every course and instruc
tional device should revolve around state 
standards (pp. 49, 68, 92, 103} 

Reeves is also the author of an article 
entitled "Responding to the Rhetoric of 
the Radical Right," published in School 
Administrator, March 1998 (p. 37), which 
suggests that school personnel "fight them 
[the radical right] at every tum" None
theless, Reeves continues to head the 
state's educational accountability system 
under Governor Huckabee. The Smart 
Start website notes that "Dr. Doug Reeves 
will provide a consistent thread connect
ing the past years' accomplishments to 
the work ahead. He will also provide a 
connection between character-centered 
teaching and academics!' ~ 


