
New 'Cornerstone' 
for Big Brother 

EFFINGHAM, IL - At least one 
school in this central Illinois community 
is cooperating with the state Department 
of Public Health to obtain students' per
sonal medical in-
formation for the 
Cornerstone data 
collection sys
tem. Corner
stone is a data
base designed to 
track the health 
and immuniza
tion records of 
all Illinois public 
health system 
participants. A Kathy Rothschild 

secondary database for private health 
care providers, called the TOTS pro
gram, is also being developed. 

Cornerstone application forms are 
included in school registration packets. 
Parents are asked to "fill out and sign 
the attached form so that we can enter 
your child's shot record into our Illinois 
Public Health Depa1tment computer sys
tem." Commissioner Kathy Rothschild, 
a member of the Illinois Governor's 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
explains that every state has such data
bases. "Bureaucrats try to coerce par
ents to give them permission to collect 
their child's pc1rsum11 and confidential 
medical records by using the excuse that 
doctors need to prevent immunization 
records from being lost. The real pur
pose is to enter all American children 
into a national computerized medical 
records database so that they can be 
tracked for the rest of their lives." 

The "Cornerstone Informed Con
sent Form" states: "We are asking for 
permission to collect information about 
~------~ the participant 

Fra11Eato11 

and store it in a 
centralized com
puter system 
maintained by 
the Illinois De
partments of 
Human Services 
and Public 
Health. Based 
on the informa
tion collected 

during the enrollment or registration pro
cess, we will determine whether you 
need further service." 

It continues: "This authorization 
covers all the medical, social and fman
cial information about the participant, in
cluding background and demographic 
information; health visit information; 
medical and developmental history; pre
natal, birth, and postpartum data; infant/ 

I T 
American Library Association: 
Chan2:e Agents Promoting Porn 
CHICAGO, IL - As the National 

Education Association delegates headed 
for home following their annual conven
tion at McCormick Place in July, mem
bers of the American Library Association 
(ALA) were arriving for their own con
ference. According to observers, the 
ALA took the opportunity to reaffirm its 
opposition to filtering internet pornogra
phy on computer terminals in public li
braries, even for children. This theme re
sounded throughout the conference, along 
with the advancement of homosexuality 
and resistance to Christian influence in 
American culture. 

Kathy Valente, founder and executive 
director of Citizens for Community Val
ues of Illinois ( CCV), reports that the tone 
of the conference mirrored the ALA's 
philosophy as stated in its brochure In
tellectual Freedom: "Censorship, like 
charity, should begin at home; but unlike 
charity, it should end there." 

"The conclusion is inescapable," says 
Mrs. Valente. "We can no longer entrust 
our children to the library for an after
noon." She charges that the ALA, for
merly a preserver of American culture, 
has become a radical change agent, pre
suming to create this change with our tax 
dollars. 

She cites as an example the ALA's 
"Catalyst for Change Award," which this 
year was given to the organization's im
mediate past president, Ann Symons. The 
award reads: " ... For actively and posi
tively influencing the profession's pre
miere association through the initiation 
and implementation of change within its 
organizational structure ... For continu
ally being an inspiration to others to be 
involved in the programs and projects of 

child visit data; immunization records; 
participants risks; services received; goals 
and care plan; WIC food packages; pro
gram information; information required 
by the federal Maternal and Child Health 
Block Grant Program and the Part C Eady 
Intervention Program. This authorization 
also covers information about mental 
health, AIDS, HN, sexually transmissible 
diseases, alcoholism, and drug use ... " 

Illinois pro- family leader Fran Eaton 
reports that a growing public debate has 
erupted on the ethics ofthe state accumu
lating such information that may, in the 
near future, be obtained by other govern
ment agencies. "These requests for pri
vate information are inappropriate," she 
says. "We intend to bring the matter to 
the attention of elected officials." 

the Association and to become change 
agents themselves." 
Workshops and Panel Discussions 

Workshop and panel discussion top
ics at the conference included: 

♦ Erotica in the Li
braries - The offi
cial description of 
the session read, 
"This program will 
move beyond de
bates about whether 
libraries should col
lect erotica to an ex
amination of what 
erotica a library 
cou.l.d collect." 

Kathy Valente 

Mrs. Valente urges citizens to oppose 
the fact that the ALA is even considering 
sanctioning erotica in public libraries. She 
suggests contacting new ALA President 
Nancy Kranich, associate dean at New 
York University, 70 Washington Square 
South, New York, NY 10012, phone 212/ 
998-2447, fax 212/995-4070, email 
kranich@elmer4.bobst.ny.edu. 

ALA offices may be reached by email 
at ala@ala.org, 
♦ Freedom of Expression vs. Tolerance: 
Exploring the Limits - Mrs. Valente 
called this discussion "a bizarre, pro-gay 
debate," with loud condemnation of"hate 
speech" against gays on one side - "hate 
speech" being any disagreement with the 
homosexual lifestyle. On the other side 
were those who, while criticizing anyone 
who exercises such free speech, nonethe
less defended the right of the individual 
to make such speech. 
♦ Intellectual Freedom Principles in an 
Academic Library - The keynote 
speaker at this session was C. James 

Schmidt, Professor of Library and Infor
mation Science in San Jose, California. 
Professor Schmidt believes that open and 
unfiltered internet access should be avail
able. One recommendation made during 
the workshop was that internet terminals 
be placed in remote locations in public 
libraries and privacy screens installed. 
Observes Mrs. Valente, "our local librar
ies would become community peep 
shows." 
♦ Risky Business: Legal and Liability Is
sues to Internet Access - Committed to 
full internet access, the ALA focused this 
discussion on emphasizing First Amend
ment ideals and creating strategies for cir
cumventing library obscenity laws. 

♦ It's Our Bill of Rights Too! Children, 
the First Amendment, and America 's Re
sponse to Violence - The theme of this 
workshop was that kids have rights and 
should be allowed to express themselves. 
Ce:mion.b.ip 

A small number of Christian book ex
hibitors received mixed reviews for their 
participation in the conference. Some li
brarians commented that the popular 
children's series titled Left Behind, of 
which two volumes made the Publishers 
Weekly list ofbest-selling children's pa
perback fiction in 1999, "would probably 
not make it to their library shelves because 
it is 'too Christian."' 

This comment is particularly notewor
thy because the ALA's Intellectual Free
dom brochure asserts: "When censorship 
is attempted, not only is our Constitutional 
right to seek and receive information en
dangered, but also the very essence of our 
democratic society put at risk." 

Many argue that the ALA's definition 
(See ALA, page 4) 

Judge ules for Ritalin 
ALBANY, NY - When seven-year

old Kyle Carron of Berne, New York, 
was diagnosed by a psychologist as hav
ing ADHD, a prescription for Ritalin was 
not far behind. The child soon exhibited 
two of the drug's common side effects, 
sleeplessness and appetite loss, and his 
parents advised school officials that they 
wanted to temporarily discontinue the 
medication. The result was a visit from 
Albany County Child Protective Ser
vices, a petition to appear in court, and 
ultimately, what amounted to an order 
from Family Court Judge Gerard E. 
Maney to resume using the Ritalin. 

Kyle was covered under the Individu
als with Disabilities Act (IDEA), which 
requires that a child labeled ADHD have 

an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
devised by the school to meet his needs. 
Drugs prescribed by a medical doctor may 
become part of the plan. 

According to the New York Law Jour
nal (8-17-00), the school district accused 
the Carrolls of"educational neglect," and 
Albany Family Court "law guardian" 
Pamela Joern supported the school's po
sition. She stated that "A medical doctor 
prescribed Ritalin based on the recommen
dations of [a] psychologist. The child 
took it for a period of time, his behavior 
improved and the parents unilaterally de
cided, because of their own beliefs, that 
they weren't going to give him Ritalin. His 
behavioral problems returned and inter-

(See Ritalin, page 2) 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

The Republican Party Platform en
dorses abstinence education: "We 
renew our call for replacing 'family 
planning' programs for teens with in
creased funding for abstinence edu
cation, which teaches abstinence un
til marriage as the responsible and 
expected standard of behavior. Ab
stinence from sexual activity is the 
only protection that is 100% effective 
against out-of-wedlock pregnancies 
and sexually transmitted diseases, in
cluding HIV/AIDS. We oppose 
school-based clinics that provide re
ferrals, counseling, and related ser
vices for contraception and abortion." 

Classroom computers have no im
pact on reading achievement. The 
Heritage Foundation released survey 
results in June that show no difference 
in reading ability among students who 
use computers and those who don't. 
Policy analyst Kirk Johnson studied 
data from the 1998 National Assess
ment ofEducational Progress (NAEP) 
reading test and found that students 
who use computers in the classroom 
at least once a week perform no bet
ter than those with less frequent or no 
access to computers. 

Homeschooled students outper
formed public and private school 
students on the 1999-2000 ACT col
lege placement test. Seniors at pub
lic and private high schools had an av
erage composite score of 21 on the 
scale of36, while home-schooled stu
dents averaged 22.8. This is the third 
straight year homeschoolers have out
performed their peers. Of the more 
than one million students taking this 
year's test, nearly 4,600 were home
schooled, a 4 3 % increase over last year. 
Research shows that high achievement 
on the ACT is a reliable indicator that 
students will succeed in college. 

Illinois bomeschoo.lers can partici
pate in public school activitie§. The 
Illinois High School Association has 
a new rule that allows homeschooled 
students more flexibility in joining 
extracurricular activities at their local 
schools, especially sports. Students 
must still enroll in 20 credit hours of 
approved public school course work, 
which may now be taught at home. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) 
is published monthly by Eagle Forum 
Education & Legal Defense Fund with 
editorial offices at 7800 Bonhomme 
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105, (314)721-
1213. Editor: Sue Kunstmann. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the persons quoted and should 
not be attributed to Eagle Forum Edu
cation & Legal Defense Fund. Annual 
subscription $25. Back issues available 
@ $2. Periodicals postage paid at 
Alton, Illinois. 
Web site: http://www.eagleforum.org 
E-mail: eagle@eaglefornm.org 

Ritalin (Continued from page 1)-------------

fered with his school performance." 
Under what was described as "at least 

the theoretical threat of having their child 
removed from their custody," the Carrolls 
agreed to "an adjournment in contempla
tion of dismissal (ACOD)." The com
promise requires Kyle's parents to com
ply with the doctor's recommended treat
ment (Ritalin). Although the Carrolls may 
get a second opinion, they are not allowed 
"to ignore the problem." 
Abuse of Judicial Authority 

Some experts called the "consent de
cree" an "inappropriate use of judicial 
authority." Professor Jeffrey Schaler, a 
psychologist and law professor at Ameri
can University in Washington, DC, ac
cused the judge of "engaging in parens 
patriae." "Invading a child's body or per
son with a chemical is an invasion of pri
vacy and also a deprivation of due pro
cess," he told the Law Journal. "It de
prives the parents of the liberty of raising 
their child as they see fit." 

In an August 16 column, writer and 
scholar Thomas Sowell alluded to other 
similar abuses by the courts. He referred 
to a story in USA Today that claimed par
ents have been threatened with charges 
of child neglect or abuse and with having 
their children taken away by authorities 
if they fail to administer Ritalin. "There 
are lots of little tin gods in the schools 
who are ready to put this label [ ADHD] 
on children who are bored and fretful at 
the uninteresting and unchallenging ma
terial presented to them," Sowell wrote. 
Class Action Su.it Filed 

In May 2000, the Dallas law firm 
Waters and Kraus filed a class action suit 
alleging "fraud" and "conspiracy" against 

Novartis, the manufacturer of Ritalin, the 
private organization Children and Adults 
with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Dis
order (CHADD), and the American Psy
chiatric Association. The suit charges that 
the defendants committed fraud in con
spiring to over-promote the diagnosis of 
ADHD and its treatment with the stimu
lant drug methylphenidate (Ritalin). 

Although not a party to the suit, Dr. 
Peter R. Breggin, director of the Interna
tional Center for the Study of Psychiatry 
and Psychology (ICSPP), is its medical 
consultant. Dr. Breggin has long warned 
about the potential toxic effects of Ritalin 
and other psychotropic drugs on children. 
(See Education Reporter, April 2000.) 
White House Concern 

When the White House publicly ex
pressed concern last March about the psy
chiatric drugging of young children with 
stimulants such as Ritalin and antidepres
sants including Prozac, Dr. Breggin called 
it "political damage control." He de
scribed the announcement as a reaction 
to the overwhelming negative public re
sponse to revelations in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association about the 
increased drugging of two-to-four-year
olds. "In reality," he said, "Mrs. Clinton 
and Tipper Gore gave a huge boost to the 
psychiatric medicating of children at the 
White House Conference on Mental 
Health in June 1999." 

The underlying theme of the White 
House announcement was the need for 
"more research." Dr. Breggin counters: 
"What's needed is a moratorium on the 
psychiatric medicating of children under 
age six, and a reconsideration of the dan
gers for older children as well." ~ 
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Briefs (Continued)---

The Jacksonville public library has 
stopped issuing Certificates of Witch
craft to young readers who complete the 
Harry Potter series of books. The 

new policy was adopted follow-~ 
ing the library's receipt of a let- ~ 
ter from Orlando-based Liberty 
Counsel charging that the certifi-
cate endorses a particular religion ( witch
craft) in violation of the First Amendment 
The letter demanded that the library im-

.~ ~ 
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mediately cease issuing the certificates in 
order to avoid a federal lawsuit 
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Book of the Month 

The Underground History of Ameri
can Education, John Taylor Gatto, 
The Oxford Village Press, 2000, 390 
pps., $30 

Veteran schoolteacher John Tay
lor Gatto has written a riveting, lively, 
yet scholarly history of the evolution 
of compulsory schooling in America, 

peppered with 
fascinating in
sights gleaned 
from 3 0 years' 
experience in the 
classroom. He 
explains how 
schooling has 
been transformed 
from creating 

"independent producers" and thinkers 
into churning out dumbed-down mem
bers of "the workforce." 

One ofGatto's more eye-opening 
contentions is that the gradual exten
sion of childhood to well past adoles
cence during the 20th -century has been 
a great detriment to individual initia
tive and self-reliance, and conse
quently, to America's wellbeing. He 
contrasts this relatively recent devel
opment to the early days of our Repub
lic, when young people were expected 
to "make something of themselves" -
and typically did so - at tender ages. 

Gatto writes that forced schooling 
was "forged out of what a highly-cen
tralized corporate economy and system 
of finance bent on internationalizing it
self was thought to need, and what a 
strong, centralized political state 
needed, too." By 1944, he notes, "a 
repudiation of Jefferson's idea that 
mankind had natural rights was reso
nating in every corner of academic 
life." By 1971, "the U.S. Office of 
Education was deeply committed to 
accessing the private lives and thoughts 
of children." He quotes Catherine 
Barrett, president of the National Edu
cation Association, who in 1973 said: 
"Dramatic changes in the way we raise 
our children are indicated, particularly 
in terms of schooling . . . we will be 
agents of change." 

Throughout the work, Gatto skill
fully reverts from the present to the 
past, providing historical background 
and context. His narrative is always 
absorbing as he traces how our "highly 
individualized nation" has become "a 
centrally managed village." He notes 
that the consequences of"mass school
ing" have never been adequately ex
plored or proven. 

He devotes considerable space to 
exploring the chief means of achiev
ing America's deliberately orchestrated 
decline in scholastic excellence - the 
replacement of the phonics method of 
teaching reading with the failed whole 
language method. 

To order, call toll-free 888/211-
7164. 



By Darcy Olsen 

In his 2000 State of the Union Ad
dress, President Clinton proposed the 
largest-ever federal expenditure on after
school programs. As part of his "new 
family agenda," presidential candidate Al 
Gore wants to spend an extra $11 billion 
on after-school programs for latch-key 
kids, Republican leaders have also em
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Why Government should 

12-Hour School Days? i leaveafter-school ... ¥:' ZJ,, arrangements to parents 
-t ..,~ v.t 

the most recent SIPP data, and are there- grams for after-school care through at tive activities, we reap a massive dose of 
fore still relevant to current discussions. least seven federal departments. How- juvenile crime, If, instead, we were to 

President Clinton's statement that "as ever, no figures exist at this time to show provide students with quality after-school 
many as 15 million school-age children how much funding actually goes to after- programs, safe havens from negative in
are left to fend for themselves" is mis- school programs, That is partly because fluences, and constructive recreational, 
leading. Even if one includes self-care 
arrangements for 13- and 14-year-olds, 
SIPP data indicate that roughly seven 
million children ages 5 through 14, or half 
the number Clinton cites, spend time un

many funds can be used for multiple pur- academic enrichment and community ser
poses. For instance, an estimated $20 vices activities, we would dramatically 
billion is spent annually to subsidize child reduce crime." 

But data from the FBI and the Cen-

braced increased spending for after- .-----------,---,-----,--,,--,"""' supervised, It 
appears the 
administration 
has inflated 

care expenses, but government figures do 
not differentiate between the proportion 
that goes to school-age care and that used 

sus Bureau show that the overwhelming 
majority of juveniles exhibit neither de
linquent nor criminal behavior, Depart
ment of Justice crime statistics suggest 
that fewer than l % of juveniles aged 10 
to l 7 violated curfew and loitering laws 
in 1998, and about 1/4 of 1 % committed 

school programs. Presidential nominee 
George W. Bush has called for a greater 
federal role in education and support of 
"federal youth programs," 

The most prominent advocacy group 
for federally funded after-school pro
grams is the Children's Defense Fund. 
Helen Blank, director of child care and 
development, and Kim Wade, assistant 
general counsel, write, "Today, when a 
majority of parents of school-age children 
are in the workforce, and when welfare
to-work is a national priority, the need for 
school-age care has taken on a special ur
gency," But this is a misconception. 
Latch-key Crisis? 

"On any given day in America, as many 
as 15 million school-age children are left 
to fend for themselves - on the streets or 
alone at home. " - President Clinton 

Advocates of publicly funded after
school programs paint a bleak picture of 
existence for school children in modem 
times, but the facts paint a much healthier 
picture, The latest figures on the number 
and characteristics of children in self-care 
come from the 1995 Survey of Income 
and Program Participation (SIPP) data 
collected by the Census Bureau. Unlike 
previous surveys, the SIPP attempted to 
capture all incidences of self-care, no 
matter how brief 

Census Bureau tabulations of SIPP 
data show that few young children ever 
spend time unsupervised, Only an esti
mated 2% of children aged five through 
11 ever care for themselves, and they do 
so for six hours per week on average. 
Data also show that a child's age, not the 
family's income, is the primary determi
nant of whether a child spends time at 
home alone, In fact, self-care is more 
likely when family incomes are relatively 
high and when mothers are better edu
cated. In light of this information, the 
assertion that there is an urgent need for 
taxpayer-subsidized after-school pro
grams is not convincing, 

Until the 199 5 SIPP data, the most re
cent estimates of self-care came from the 
National Child Care Survey (NCCS), 
sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services and the Na
tional Association for the Education of 
Young Children, which is generally con
sidered to be the best example of well
designed data collection on child care. 
Comparing findings from SIPP and 
NCCS is possible because the surveys are 
alike in study design, questionnaire con
struction, and the concept of self-care. Al
though the NCCS data were collected 10 
years ago, the findings are consistent with 

for younger children. 
There are no figures showing how 

much states spend on after-school care, 
the number of but it appears that the number of states 
children m 
self-care by 
including 
teenagers -
adolescents 
who often 
hold jobs, 
drive, and can 

Darcy Olsen even marry or 
serve in the military- in its estimates of 
children who need after school care, 
Community Learning Centers 

The administration's request to fund 
after-school programs is only a small part 
of a plan to expand the role of public 
schools. For example, the centerpiece of 
the administration's after-school proposal 
is the $1 billion federal 21 st Century 
Community Leaming Centers program. 
The program's purpose is to tum public 
schools into "learning centers" that, in ad
dition to regular education, provide after
school care and at least four other services 
ranging from parent training and daycare 
to job training and health programs, 

In the US. Department of Educa
tion's publication Keeping Schools Open 
as Community Learning Centers: Extend
ing Learning in a Safe, Drug-Free Envi
ronment before and after School, Clinton 
explains his support for learning centers, 
"Our schools are critical to bringing our 
communities together," he says. "We 
want to serve the public not just during 
school hours but after hours - to func-
tion as vital community centers; places 
for recreation and learning , , , gathering 
places for young people and adults alike," 

About 1,600 public schools in 471 
communities now have such learning cen
ters. The administration has made clear 
that funding after-school programs is a 
down payment on a more expansive gov
ernment-run school system. 

Given the widely acknowledged fail
ure of many government schools to carry 
out their primary duty - to educate stu
dents - the administration's proposal is 
exactly the wrong approach, Congress 
should cease funding after-school pro
grams, Instead, state legislators should 
adopt universal tuition tax credits that 
would give parents full latitude to select 
their children's schools, including inde
pendent schools with or without after
school programs. 
Current Government Spending 

The federal government currently 
funds more than 100 grant and loan pro-

with after-school programs is increasing, 
In 1999, the National Conference of State 
Legislatures reported that, since 1986, at 
least 18 states had appropriated state fund
ing for after-school programs and at least 
18 had authorized school districts to use 
school facilities to provide services, A 
1999 survey by the National Governors' 
Association found that at least 26 states 
plan to increase funding for "extra learn
ing opportunities." 

Although the specific amount of 
spending is still elusive, the results of that 
spending are not The proliferation of state 
and federal spending on after-school pro
grams has increased the proportion of 
public schools with extended-day pro
grams from 13% in 1988 to 63% in 1998. 
Surplus Prngrnms 

"There is a chronic shortage of after
school programs available to serve chil
dren." - US, Department of Education 
and US. Department of Justice, 

The 1993 National Study of Before
and After-School Programs is the first 
and only study to provide a comprehen
sive nationwide picture of formal school
and center-based programs for children. 
It found a surplus of after-school pro
grams in excess of 40%: "Overall, the 
mean utilization of space in licensed be
fore- and after-school programs was 
59%." Researchers discovered that this 
was as true for programs serving lower
income families as for those serving 
higher-income families, Moreover, one 
in four programs was experiencing va
cancy rates greater than 75%, suggesting 
that either some localities have a tremen
dous glut of programs or the programs 
aren't considered very desirable, 

Since the National Study was con
ducted, countless public and private ini
tiatives have increased the total number 
of providers, The proportion of private 
schools with extended-day programs 
grew from 31% in 1988 to 49% in 1994. 
Private foundations, too, have been work
ing to increase the supply of programs. 
Crime Prevention? 

Statistics indicate that juvenile crime 
peaks in the afternoon, and proponents of 
after-school programs reason that such 
programs will reduce juvenile crime, The 
prominent after-school program advocacy 
group, "Fight Crime: Invest in Kids," 
says: "When we send millions of young 
people out on the streets after school with 
no responsible supervision or construe-

violent crimes, Arrest rates for drug and 
alcohol violations were also less than l %, 
Even statistics for property crimes, which 
have the highest crime index, show that 
fewer than 2% of juveniles committed 
such crimes. 

Another way to attempt to capture the 
incidence of criminal and delinquent be
havior is to ask juveniles themselves 
about their involvement in various activi
ties. One of the best applications of that 
approach is the 1997 National Longitu
dinal Survey ofY outh, which reported on 
the behavior of a nationally representa
tive sample of youth between the ages of 
12 and 16. The survey examined a mun
her of "deviant and delinquent" behav
iors and showed that most teens are not 
deviant or delinquent An estimated eight 
often teens are not regularly having sex, 
smoking cigarettes, drinking alcohol, or 
using marijuana, Fewer still have ever 
been arrested (8%), stolen something 
worth more than $50 (8% ), sold any drugs 
(7% ), become pregnant ( 6% ), or belonged 
to a gang (5%). 

Practically speaking, the low inci
dence of juvenile crime seems to call for 
narrow, highly targeted crime prevention 
efforts, not universal after-school pro
grams for all children, Over the past 35 
years there have been several attempts to 
target crime prevention efforts in high
crime areas, primarily through commu
nity based after-school programs, The 
best empirical evidence suggests those 
programs do little, if anything, to reduce 
delinquency rates or curb crime. 
Alternative Prngrams 

Private providers and entrepreneurs 
can and do respond to parents' demands 
for extra-parental supervision for their 
children, The National Study of Before
and After-School Programs found that 
private school-sponsored programs have 
been in operation more than twice as long 
as public school-based programs. The 
study found that private for-profit provid
ers are more likely than public programs 
to operate during the summer and on 
school holidays (96% vs. 62%), The 
study concludes: "Our findings suggest 
that private programs, whether nonprofit 
or for-profit, are more geared to market 
demands," 

Critics say that the private market
place might work well for privileged 

(See FOCUS, page 4) 
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families, but children from lower-income 
families will be shut out because their 
parents can't afford to pay. But critics 
underestimate the generosity and business 
sense of American entrepreneurs. The 
National Study found that 39% of private 
nonprofit providers and 15% of private 
for-profit providers adjust fees on the ba
sis of family income. In addition, 34% 
of private non-profit providers offer 
scholarships and tuition grants. 

Employers, too, are making after
school arrangements easier for parents. 
Some employers help families meet af
ter-school needs by offering such options 
as flex time, job-sharing, part-time ar
rangements, and telecommuting. 

Legislators might also consider state
level universal tuition tax credits as an 
alternative to more government programs 
and increased spending. Unlike the tra
ditional tuition tax credit, the universal 
credit can benefit children in families with 

little or no income tax liability by allow
ing any taxpayer to reduce his tax liabil
ity by paying a child's tuition. For ex
ample, friends or relatives could pay all 
or part of a student's tuition and receive 
an income tax credit. Businesses can do 
the same. In Arizona, nonprofit organi
zations have opened tuition clearing
houses that match tuition tax credit con
tributions from individual taxpayers with 
students from low-income families. 
Conclusion 

Beneath the political establishment's 
enthusiastic endorsement of after-school 
programs rests a stunning body of evi
dence that families are perfectly adept at 
managing after-school arrangements 
without state assistance. 

Darcy Olsen is director of education and 
child policy at the Cato Institute,a public 
policy research foundation in Washington, 
DC The above was excerpted from Policy 
Analysis, 12-Hour School Days? 6/7/00. 
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who had taken the 
DARE program in the 
5th and 61h grades -
the most common age 
range for DARE -

After years of studies exposing 
DARE's failure to curb drug use among 
the young, the nation's most popular drug 
education program may be at death's 
door. According to author James Bovard, 
writing in the August 27 Washington 
Times: "The Drug Abuse Resistance Edu
cation (DARE) program is increasingly 
being tossed out of school systems as the 
evidence becomes overwhelming of its 
failure to deter drug use." 

In 1994, a study commissioned by the 
federal government concluded that "there 
is no evidence that the $750 million-a
year program reduces drug usage." (See 
Education Reporter, October 1994.) The 
Justice Department failed to publish the 
study because, according to a spokesman: 
"We just do not agree with one of the 
major findings." Nevertheless, the results 
were widely recognized as valid and the 
Triangle Research Institute, which con
ducted the three-year, $300,000 study, 
stood by its findings. 

Numerous studies with similar results 
have followed, including a 10-year study 
by the University of Kentucky (UK), 
which released its findings in August 
1999. The UK study tracked students 

R.I.P. 
DARE 

----( 
/~ through their high 

school years and con
firmed that DARE 
graduates were as likely 

to use drugs as students who did not take 
the instruction. (See Education Reporter, 
September 1999.) Studies by the Univer
sity of Illinois at Chicago in 1998 and by 
the California legislative analyst's office 
in 1999 revealed that students who took 
DARE were actually more likely to use 
drugs than those who did not. 

DARE was launched in the l 980s by 
former Los Angeles Police Chief Daryl 
Gates. It has enjoyed tremendous mar
keting, media and public relations sup
port. The hundreds of millions of dollars 
in taxpayer money and private donations 
spent on the program each year provide 
parents and students with bumper stick
ers, T-shirts, bears, hats and other para
phernalia. As James Bovard notes: 
"DARE has everything - except good 
results. Many independent experts have 
found that DARE miserably fails stu-
dents." ,S 

Covered by the Ten Commandments 
CHICAGO, IL - The Chicago pub

lic school system will go along with the 
distribution to schoolchildren of textbook 
covers displaying a simpli
fied version of the Ten 
Commandments. The cov
ers are the result of a pri
vate interfaith project 
spearheaded by the Total 
Living Network, a Chris
tian television network. 
The attractive, colorful 
covers are handed out to 
students off school pre
mises, primarily through local churches. 

According to the Chicago Tribune (8-
17-00), school superintendent Paul Vallas 

has endorsed the program. The newspa
per called it "his entree into one of the 
most contentious church-state battles in 

recent years." 
City News Webwire reports 

that the ACLU and Americans 
United for the Separation of 
Church and State have already 
warned the Chicago school sys
tem "to remain silent and not en
dorse whether the Ten Com
mandments could have a positive 
impact on children." Mr. Vallas' 
reaction? "Schools have become 

too rigidly neutral. What in the world is 
wrong with 'Thou shall not kill?' or 'Thou 
shall not steal?"' 

~ 
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of censorship is skewed. On July 10, 
Family News in Focus reported that, 
when a Toledo (OH) man attempted to 
donate a book called Killer Angel, by re
spected Christian historian, Dr. George 
Grant, to three branches of his local li
brary, all three returned it. The donor de
scribed the book as "an important biog
raphy" revealing little-known facts about 
the life of Planned Parenthood founder 
Margaret Sanger. The libraries claimed 
they had "nowhere to put the book," al
though books favorable to Sanger are on 
the shelves. Steve Herb, chairman of the 
ALA's Intellectual Freedom Committee, 
claimed to be sympathetic, but said he 
"must defend the right oflibraries to adopt 
their own selection process." 

"They practice what they preach only 
when it suits them," observes Kathy 
Valente. She notes that, in 1999, the Chi
cago Public Library denied a Freedom of 
Information request for the results of a 
three-month study on internet use which 
the library claimed found that "only 5%" 
of the terminals were used to access por
nographic sites. Conservative estimates re
veal that this could mean 30,000 half-hour 
porn-surfing sessions during the slowest 
summer months. 

Last year, Oregon librarian and na
tionally recognized defender of internet 
filtering, David Burt, conducted a six
month investigation with the Family Re
search Council which uncovered more 
than 2,000 documented incidents of li
brary patrons (including children) access
ing pornography, obscenity, and child 
pornography. Analysis of computer logs 
from just three urban library districts re
vealed thousands of unreported incidents, 
indicating that the 2,000 documented in
cidents are merely the tip of the iceberg. 
Private Organization 

Writer Loralei A Gilliam described her 
experience at the ALA's mid-winter con
ference in San Antonio in the March 2000 
issue of the American F amity Association 
Journal: "I came away amazed at a pre
sumption that seems to underlie every 
[ALA] policy ... that this private organi
zation has the right to determine policy 
for the nation's public libraries." 

Gilliam reported that demonizing the 
use of internet filters dominated the con
ference. "Clearly," she wrote, "the ALA 
hardliners sense that voters and elected 

officials are becoming increasingly con
cerned about patrons' and employees' 
safety in libraries with unrestricted 
internet access." 

The ALA's chief argument against 
internet filters is that they don't work
that they filter out non-pornographic sites 
such as those dealing with breast cancer 
while allowing about 15% of undesirable 
sites through. However, a recent study at 
three public library systems employing 
filters - Tacoma (WA), Dayton, (OH) 
and Cincinnati, (OH) - revealed that le
gitimate sites come through more than 
99% of the time. 
What Citizens Can Do 

Unlimited access to internet porn in 
public libraries has resulted in criminal 
acts, rowdiness, indecent exposure, and 
trauma to children and adults who are un
wittingly forced to view obscenity. 

Only about 1,000 of the 16,000 pub
lic libraries in America currently use 
internet-filtering software. Kathy Valente 
advises that citizen activism is the best 
means for changing policy at the other 
15,000 libraries. She urges concerned 
citizens to band together to inform local 
library boards, civic leaders, church lead
ers, local government officials and state 
lawmakers about the problem. 

Efforts by Mrs. Valente and CCV re
sulted in a policy requiring that all the li
brary computer terminals in Lansing, Il
linois be equipped with internet filters. 
CCV members presented information and 
encouragement to their local library board 
over a 2 ½ year period before the policy 
was finally adopted. A similar effort is 
now underway by concerned parents and 
activists in Fresno, CA, and in another 
positive development, the State of Min
nesota passed a law, effective July 1, 
2000, requiring public libraries to block 
obscenity and child pornography via fil
ters "or other effective means." 

"It takes a community effort to change 
policy," notes Mrs. Valente, "but it can 
be done. Persistence and prayer are key." 
She encourages people to contact her or
ganization for help in devising a strategy: 
Citizens for Community Values, Inc., 
3400 W. 111 th St., Chicago, IL 60655, 
P.O. Box 727, Lansing, IL 60438, phone 
708/802-003 7, fax 708/418-8563, web 
site www.safeplace.net/ccv/, email: kathy 

valente@safeplace.net. " 
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