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Final Curtain Falls on 
Model OBE Program 

JOHNSON CITY, NY - Dr. Aldo S. 
Bernardo, Ph.D., predicted in an interview 
on Eagle Forum's video documentary 
Crisis in the Classroom that Johnson 
City's Outcome Based Education (OBE) 
"will be remembered as a failed experi
ment." The final eulogy was just deliv
ered by the self-described "change agent" 
who created it, John Champlin. In the 
Winter 1999 issue ofhis own publication, 
Journal of Quality Learning, he pro
claimed the death of Johnson City's OBE, 
which was called Outcomes-Driven De
velopmental Model (ODDM). 

Johnson City, one of the most famous 
OBE models ever funded by the U.S. De
partment of Education, was called the 
"jewel" of the OBE movement, the so
called "reform" that has dominated the 
schools since about 1990. Johnson City's 
OBE became a national model when it 
received the prestigious national Program 
Effectiveness Panel validation in 1985 
and again in 1994. It also enjoyed the 
reputation of being the keystone of the 
Mastery learning movement (ML). 
Throughout the 1980s and '90s, busloads 
and planeloads of teachers and adminis
trators from most states came to Johnson 
City to behold the wonders of the model. 

John Champlin was appointed Johnson 
City superintendent in 1971. Veteran 
teachers and administrators told horror 
stories of how he ruthlessly brushed aside 
anyone and anything standing in his way. 
In an article he wrote in 1994 entitled 

(See OBE, page 2) 

Crisis in the Classroo,n 
Eagk Forµm's video documentary 

opens with six minutes on crime in the 
pu,blic schools. When 
this video was released 
in 1996, some wondered 
why this aspect of pub~ 
lie educa~ion was given 
such prominence: 

The subsequent schoo1 
crimes in Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Kentucky, 
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and Colorado have .___ ____ ___,, 

proved the importance of this issue. As 
parents and law enforcers seek causes for 
such crimes by schoolchildren, we sug
gestthat they review Ctisis the Class~ 
room. The groundwork has been laid for 
many years. Available for $25 from Eagle 
Forum, P.O. Box 618, Alton, IL 62002, 
1/800-726-8096. 

E E 
Home chool Heroics 
National study shows students 
outperform peers at all grade levels 

PURCELL VILLE, VA - The larg
est-ever national study ofhomeschooled 
students reveals that they 
do far better on standard
ized tests than their peers in 
public and private schools 
at every grade level. The 
study was sponsored by 
the Home School Legal 
Defense Association 
(HSLDA), and the results 
were announced on March 
23. Median test scores for 
homeschooled children fall 
between the 75th and 8S1h 
percentiles. The national 

sessment and Evaluation at the Univer
sity of Maryland. All the students took 

the same national, norm
referenced tests - the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills 
(ITBS) for grades K-8, 
and the Tests of Achieve
ment and Proficiency 
(TAP) for grades 9-12. 
The ITBS is used nation
wide in many public and 
private schools. 

average is the 501h percen- Some homeschooled stu-
tile based on the perfor- dents perform four grade 

Participating families 
agreed to be evaluated be
fore their children's test 
scores were known, 
thereby reducing the "self
selection bias" factor that 
is often criticized m 
homeschool studies. 

' f t d t . th levels above the national 
mance o s u en s m e average by 8th grade. 
pubhc schools. Test scores 
of children in private schools generally 
range from the 6S1h to 7S1h percentile. 

The scholastic achievement and de
mographic characteristics of more than 
20,000 homeschool students were as
sessed by Dr. Lawrence M. Rudner, di
rector of the Educational Resources In
formation Center Clearinghouse on As-

Other major findings include: 
♦ Nearly a quarter of homeschool stu
dents are one or more grade levels ahead 
of their peers in public and private 
schools; 
♦ Students who have always been 
homeschooled have higher test scores 

(See Home School, page 2) 

Environmental Education Spreads Errors, Scares Children 
Environmental activism is rampant in 

the public schools and in many private 
schools. Textbooks and children's maga
zines, such as Scholastic News and Time 
for Kids, promote almost exclusively a 
gloom-and-doom forecast of environmen
tal ruin at the hands of humans (see 
sidebar, page 4). The Kyoto Global Warm
ing Treaty, which would significantly dam
age the American economy and our way 
of life while doing little or nothing to cur
tail pollution in developing countries, is 
often presented as the solution to the 
world's environmental problems. 

In the Capital Research Center's 
March 1999 issue of Organization 
Trends, research assistant Matthew 
Brown of the Political Economy Research 
Center in Bozeman, MT, states: "Parents, 
scholars, reporters, and even some envi
ronmentalists have objected to teachers' 
often exaggerated and one-sided discus
sions of many environmental problems, 
as well as their pessimistic tone and em
phasis on action." 

The Independent Commission on En
vironmental Education (now the Environ
mental Literacy Council) supports 
Brown's observation. The Commission 
is led by Robert Jastrow, former director 
of NASA's Goddard Institute for Space 

Studies, and includes other distinguished 
scientists as members. Its purpose is to 
review environmental education programs 
and materials. According to its chairman, 
Robert L. Sproull, president emeritus of 
the University of Rochester, some excel
lent, factual resources have been found, 
but many "ignore or misstate the most 
important and interesting scientific ques
tions at the heart of an education about 
the environment." 
Flawed Teaching 

The Commission found that many text
books and curricula teach children about 
the environment by in$tilling fear an<! in
citing them to action. Helen Cowcher's 
book for young children entitled 
Rainforest (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
1998) is about "an evil man on a bulldozer 
destroying the rainforest and its animals. 
Nature is saved when rains wash the bull
dozer over a cliff; a drawing depicts the man 

falling to his death." The book explains: 
"The machine was washed away! But the 
creatures of the rainforest were safe." 

Another text, Concepts and Chal
lenges in Earth Science, by Leonard 
Bernstein, et al. (Globe Book Co., 1991) 
warns students that global warming could 
raise sea levels until "New York City 
would be almost covered with water. 

Only the tops of very tall buildings will 
be above water." According to Brown, 
most scientists believe that, i.f global 
warming occurs (which many scientists 
seriously question), the rising sea level 
will be measured in inches, not hundreds 
of feet. 

Some textbooks point children to radi
cal environmental groups for more in.for
mation, such as Greenpeace, Earth First!, 
and Zero Population Growth. EarthF-irst! 
advocates "direct action" sabotage 
against government, industry and private 
.property to further its radical agenda. 

In researching their book Fa,ctsNot 
Fear: A Parent's Guide to Teaching Chil
dren About the Environment (see Educa
tion Reporter, May 1998), Dr. Michael 
Sanera and Jane S. Shaw reviewed more 
than 140 textbooks and 170 children's 
books on the environment. They repeat
edly found biased, one-sided views and 
worst-case scenarios presented in lieu of 
scientifically sound information. 
Governmental Advocacy 

Vice President Al Gore's 1992 book 
Earth in the Balance proposes "the es
tablishment of a cooperative plan for edu
cating the world's citizens about our glo
bal environment." In his article, Matthew 
Brown writes: "The U.S. Commissioner 

of Education, Francis Keppel, explained 
the genius of such a strategy back in 1976: 
'The public schools have been described 
as the best sucker list in America. Be
cause of the delivery powers of the atten
dance officer, educational policy is highly 
vulnerable to use by special interests to 
forward their personal or public causes. 
Sooper ot1;iter, many social reformers get 
around· to'trying to influence what is 
taught and how."' 

In 1997;1~tesident Clinton's Council 
on Sustain.~b1e Development issued a 
Task J?oic~ Report called "Public Link
age, Dialogue, and Education" (see Edu
cation Reporter, Dec. 1997), which called 
for a "purposeful refocusing of the 
nation's education system," using 
"sustainability" as a catalyst for the "re
structuring of educational institutions, 
curricula, and teacher training." 

The door was opened to government 
resources for environmental education 
advocacy in 1970 with the passage of the 
National Environmental Education Act, 
at the same time that the United Nations 
was also embracing environmental edu
cation. Brown's article notes that the for
mation of the U.N. 's Environment 
Programme (UNEP) eventually led to a 

(See Environmental Education, page 4) 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS" 

Three Catholic families are suing a 
New York school district for viola
tion of religious and privacy rights. 
The plaintiffs object to what they call 
the district's promotion of"satanism, 
New Age spirituality, and drug and 
suicide counseling." They say their 
children are "making pledges to the 
earth" on Earth Day, playing "magic" 
card games, making models of Aztec 
gods, and using "worry dolls" under 
their pillows to ward off nightmares, all 
in violation of the First Amendment and 
in lieu of genuine academic instruction. 
The parents also allege that "stress-re
duction exercises" led by a yogi pro
mote eastern religions while excluding 
any expressions of Christianity. 

Idaho teachers unions lose bid to 
overturn 1997 paycheck protection 
law. The law requires unions to ob
tain members' consent annually before 
deducting political contributions from 
their paychecks. In his Feb. 1999 rul
ing, state district Judge Daniel Eismann 
said the law safeguards "an important 
governmental interest of contributors 
not being required to contribute to po
litical causes they do not favor." 

More movies in class? Blockbuster 
Inc. (home video rental) has joined the 
American Film Institute (AFI) and the 
controversial Channel One marketing 
company "to enhance curriculum in 
America's classrooms with the use of 
movies." Virtually every educational 
organization in the nation opposes 
Channel One's forced commercials on 
captive student audiences. The films 
in the new program, chosen by the AFI 
and teachers from Channel One Net
work schools, will "focus on tolerance 
and acceptance." 

Congressional bearings are expected 
to open on Channel One, headed by 
Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL). Sen. 
Shelby has become a national spokes
man for a coalition to remove Channel 
One from America's classrooms that, 
in addition to Obligation Inc. (which 
spearheaded the movement), includes 
Eagle Forum, the Family Research 
Council, the Association of Black Psy
chologists, Ralph Nader, TV-Free 
America, and Family First. 
More Education Briefs on page 4. 

lEducation Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) 
is published monthly by Eagle Forum 
!Education & Legal Defense Fund with 
editorial offices at 7800 Bonhomme 
!Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105, (314)721-
1213. Editor: Sue Kunstmann. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the persons quoted and should 
not be attributed to Eagle Forum Edu
cation & Legal Defense Fund. Annual 
isubscription $25. Back issues available 
@ $2. Periodicals postage paid at 
!AltonJllinois. 
Web site: http://www.eagleforum.org 
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Home School (Continued from page 1) 

than those who have attended public or 
private schools; 
♦ There was no difference in achieve
ment among students whose parents had 
teachin~ credentials compared_wit~ ~hose 1-r:...• 1 .......... +·,, .... ·· , ......... 1 ... ,5 .... 04"'"" I I I l 
who did not. However, s1gmf1cant I . , · . · . · . 

80 1 •85 achievement differences were found I = · I =·~:= · j M I M 

o,: 78 among homeschooled students when clas- I I I 1 I . 
4 I ~ ea I I 16 sified by the amount of money parents in- 2,62'5 '.-/.•.•,,,_ .·_ .. 67 

vested _in homeschooling or their level of 1 1 1 1 J 1 
education. 

5 -
Author Rudner, who said in an appear

ance on C-Span that he is "personally a 
big supporter of the public schools," 
claims the study does not prove 
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8 

68 -
homeschooling is superior and should not I ·· · - . I r I I '12 -
be taken as criticism of public or private 
schools. He emphasizes that his research 
"simply shows that homeschooling works 
for those who make the commitment." 

Other educators say homeschooling 
negatively impacts "social skills," but 

68 
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HSLDA president Michael Farris 
counters that there are no data to back up 
that theory. ~ 

QBE (Continuedfrompagel) ---------------

"Leadership: A Change Agent's View," 
he described with relish the ruthless meth
ods he used to establish ODOM. In the 
last paragraph, he proudly boasted that, 
like Frank Sinatra, "I did it my way." 

Professor Bernardo wrote a guest col
umn in January 1994 in the local news
paper pointing out the shortcomings of the 
program and calling it "nothing more than 
OBE in sheep's clothing." After publish
ing a report showing the poor results on 
the state tests taken by the students at ev
ery level, he was ostracized by district 
officials. 

Champlin left Johnson City in the early 
'80s to establish a national center for OBE 
in Scottsdale, AZ, the name of which was 
recently changed to Institute for Quality 
Leaming. There he established and still 
publishes a journal dedicated to the pro
motion of OBE/ODDM/ML/QDM (Qual
ity District Model) through articles and con
ferences. The journal recently changed its 
title from Quality Outcomes Driven Edu
cation to Journal of Quality Learning. 

Champhn's 1999 article reflecting on 
the demise of Johnson City's ODOM 
called it a "dream," a "vision," and "truly 
Camelot." He blamed its failure on the 
loss of will to "sustain significant 
change." He complained about a "toxic 

takeover" that occurred in the district, fin
gering the "Christian Right that descended 
on the district" and the "Quislings" who 
assumed "new behaviors to please the oc
cupying forces." 

The shambles that Champlin created 
is documented on the video Crisis in the 
Classroom, where outraged parents, who 
were promised their children would get 
"a world class education," discovered 
later that their 3rd graders couldn't spell 
simple words like "was." Parents ob
jected to report cards emphasizing social 
skills while giving no grades for academ
ics. One mother observed that "the schools 
have traded places with parents." She noted 
that schools now try to take care of the 
physical and social needs of children while 
neglecting academics, and as a result, par
ents are forced to hire tutors or provide ba
sic skills instruction themselves. 

Dr. Bernardo, a Johnson City resident, 
says: "We now have the inventor of an 
early form of OBE delivering the coup 
de grace to his own offspring, causing 
embarrassment and consternation in such 
supporters of ODOM as William Glasser, · 
William Spady, and several others. Hope
fully, this is the first of the many domi
noes constituting current school reforms 
to fall." ~ 
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Review of the Month 
Video 

Suffer the Children, Answering the 
Homosexual Agenda in Public 
Schools, American Family Association, 
1999, suggested donation $25. 

The American Family Association 
(AF A) has produced a quality video de
signed to expose the dangerous pro-ho
mosexual film tar
geting the nation's 
public schoolchil
dren entitled It's El- I\.. 
ementary: Talking _, 
About Gay Issues in ,.,. 
School. Suffer the 
Children looks be
yond It's Elemen
tary 's slick packaging and engagingly 
scripted comments which purportedly 
came naturally "out of the mouths of 
babes," in order to highlight the film's 
subtle indoctrination of the homosexual 
lobby's radical agenda. 

The AF A points out that, although 
It's Elementary portrays itself as a video 
that merely teaches children to "respect" 
differences, it depicts adults, especially 
Christians, as the wellspring of igno
rance, bigotry and homophobia. Chris
tians are portrayed as hate-filled bigots 
who advocate the "torture" and death of 
homosexuals. 

The film leads children to falsely be
lieve that any disapproval of the homo
sexual lifestyle is an attack on the per
sons themselves, and suggests that per
secution and violence are the inevitable 
result. It tells children that there is "no 
right and no wrong answer" with regard 
to homosexuality, while clearly teach
ing that the "right" answer is to celebrate 
homosexuality as a legitimate and even 
desirable lifestyle. 

It's Elementary was produced in 1996 
by Helen Cohen and Academy-Award
winning documentary producer Debra 
Chasnoff, who publicly declared her les
bianism at the Oscars in 1992. The video 
has the enthusiastic support of the Na
tional Education Association's presi
dent, Bob Chase, who said: "Schools 
cannot be neutral when we're dealing 
with [the issue of homosexuality]. I'm 
not talking about tolerance. I'm talking 
about acceptance." 

AF A President Donald Wildmon, 
whose organization has long resisted the 
efforts of the homosexual movement to 
insinuate its agenda into American pub
lic life, said he was determined to try to 
stop the encroachment of the movement 
into the public schools. "That's why_we 
produced Suffer the Children, because 
we could not allow this attempt at brain
washing our children to go unan
swered." 

Suffer the Children provides parents 
and others with suggestions for prevent
ing the use of It's Elementary in their 
local schools. 

American Family Association, P.O. 
Drawer 2440, Tupelo, MS 38803, (601) 
844-5036. Special offer of $12.95 for 
ministers and youth pastors. 



F cu 
by Darcy Olsen and Eric Olsen 

It's been 33 years since the Head Start 
program was founded in hopes that it 
would end what President Johnson de
scribed as the "pattern of poverty." Per
haps, its founders reasoned, federally-sub
sidized early intervention could help all 
children enter school on an equal footing 
and thereby give disadvantaged children 
opportunities formerly reserved to the 
middle and upper classes. Unfortunately, 
the experiment has fallen short of fulfill
ing that hope. 

Not surprisingly, given the euphoria 
surrounding Head Start from its inception, 
the program's proponents are struggling 
with the truth as they try to keep Head 
Start alive. For example, Inspector Gen
eral June Gibbs of the Department of 
Health and Human Services recently 
wrote, "There is clear evidence of the 
positive impacts of Head Start services." 
Like other defenders of Head Start, she 
is stuck at the first step in the grieving 
process, denial. What Gibbs neglects to 
mention is that the "positive impacts" are 
only temporary. While enrolled, students 
show improvement on measures of aca
demic and social achievement. But all 
gains diminish and then disappear entirely 
within a few years of exiting the program. 

HHS summarized Head Start's short
lived impact this way: "In the long run, 
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• • Don't Cry for Me, Hea tart 
cognitive and socioemotional test scores 
of former Head Start students do not re
main superior to those of disadvantaged 
children who did not attend Head Start." 
More re
cently, the 
GeneralAc
coun ting 
Office re
ported that 
there is sim
ply no evi
dence that 
Head Start 
provides 
lasting ben
efits. Essen
tially, chil
dren end up Darcy Olsen 

back where they started. Those findings 
are consistent with 40 years of research 
on early intervention that shows that 
short-term benefits are possible but last
ing gains are elusive. 

Applying Ockham's razor, if students 
test the same with or without Head Start 
after a year or two, there is absolutely no 
reason to put them in Head Start in the 
first place. 

The only early intervention program 
that appears to have had a lasting impact 
on children is the Abecedarian Project, 
launched in 1972. Most children entered 
that lavish experiment at five months of 

age. Year round, the children spent eight 
hours a day, five days a week in an edu
cational daycare center. They also re
ceived free medical care, dietary supple
ments, social service support, and extra 
support in school from kindergarten 
through age eighth grade. What the 
Abecedarian children really had was 
home away from home. 

Ron Haskins, former administrative 
director of the Abecedarian Project, points 
out that it was conducted under ideal cir
cumstances with skilled researchers, ca
pable staffs with lots of training and ample 
budgets. "It seems unwise to claim that 
the benefits produced by such exemplary 
programs would necessarily be produced 
by ordinary preschool programs con
ducted in communities across the United 
States," he concludes. We agree. It is 
highly unlikely that regular preschool pro
grams, or Head Start, could ever replicate 
those results. In 40 years, no other public 
or private program has. 

President Clinton recently pledged to 
improve education for America's children 
when he proposed a 13 % increase in fund
ing for Head Start (funding has tripled in 
the past l O years), heeding cries of "We 
just need more money!" and "We just 
need more time!" Anger and bargaining 
are the second and third steps in the griev
ing proceG Thirty-three years, $35 bil
lion, and 15 million children have passed 

under the Head Start bridge since 1965, 
and that's more than enough time and re
sources to create, if it were possible, a 

successful program. 
Defenders of Head Start claim the pro

gram should be considered successful be
cause it cannot be held responsible for 
"fadeout," or what happens after the chil
dren enter the public school system. Valid 
or not, the argument does not change the 
reality of the situation. The naked truth is 
that one to two years after entering pub
lic school, children from Head Start pro
grams score no differently on tests of aca
demic achievement, social behavior, emo
tional adjustment and other measurable 
outcomes from their non-Head Start 
peers. 

When the emotional appeals are 
cleared from the table, what is left is a 
costly but unsuccessful experiment. 
Given the importance of a good educa
tion to a child's health and welfare, we 
sympathize with those who are attempt
ing to hold on to Head Start. Yet we need 
to grieve and move on (the final step in 
the grieving process). Head Start is not 
working. Accept that, and let it go. 

Darcy Olsen is entitlements policy analyst 
at the Cato Institute and author of the new 
study "Universal Preschool is no Golden 
Ticket. " Eric Olsen is a freelance writer 
with a Master of Arts in Education. 

Cato Study Finds No Evidence Peer Tutoring in Sex Education 
that Preschool Programs Work ath grade girls are 'sexperts' in special project 

WASHINGTON, DC -At the same 
time that lawmakers in many states are 
considering mandatory public school pre
kindergarten classes for 
three- and four-year olds, , I =-~m,==c a new Cato Institute -=.....:::.::.'::'~:::::;:c~_,,_ 

Policy Analysis entitled 
Universal Preschool Is 
No Golden Ticket: Why 
Government Should Not 
Enter the Preschool 
Business finds "no em
pirical evidence" that such programs 
work. Though currently voluntary, pio
neer universal preschool programs in New 
York and Georgia could become manda
tory, and at least three other states are con
sidering similar initiatives. A total of 3 7 
states fund pre-kindergarten programs. 

Cato policy analyst Darcy Olsen re
viewed 3 5 years of studies indicating that 
preschool programs provide no lasting 
benefits to disadvantaged children. Both 
the General Accounting Office (GAO) 
and the Dept. of Health & Human Ser
vices have found that the Head Start pro
gram - the closest current counterpart 
to proposed universal public preschool -
"had no lasting impact on the cognitive 
or socioemotional test scores of enroll
ees." 

Olsen's research shows that any ini
tial gains that lower income children make 
in Head Start disappear entirely within a 

few years after they exit the programs. 
The CATO report confirms the analy

sis of Head Start included in Eagle 
Forum's book Who Will Rock the 
Cradle?, published in 1989 ($10 per 
copy). 

Olsen also found little evidence 
that middle-class children gain any
thing at all from preschool, and that 
early schooling can actually be harm
ful. According to David Elkind, pro
fessor of child study at Tufts Univer

sity and author of numerous books includ
ing The Hurried Child and Mis education: 
Preschoolers at Risk, there is no evidence 
that early intervention studies targeting 
disadvantaged children can be 
"uncritically appropriated for middle
class children." Even Edward Zigler, di
rector of the Bush Center in Child Devel
opment and Social Policy at Yale Uni
versity, and a cofounder of Head Start, 
who supports universal preschool as a 
means of providing daycare, has spoken 
against mandatory participation. Zigler 
admits that "our four-year-olds do have a 

place in school, but it is not at a school 
desk." 

The CATO report states that "philo
sophical principles aside," the failure of 
preschool and early intervention programs 
to benefit children should prevent legis
lators from funding and adopting univer
sal preschool programs.. 'J 

KIRKWOOD, MO - In an age of 
teacher-facilitators, peer tutors, peer me
diators, and peer graders, three 14-year
old girls at Nipher Middle School have 
assumed the role 
of peer sex edu
cators. Their 
three-week pilot 
program, which 
covers birth con
tro 1, sexually 
transmitted dis
eases, and teen 
pregnancy, be
gan as a research 
project promp
ted by a class
mate who'd had 
a baby. 

According to 
a story in the 
March 15 issue 

THE CLASS 

TAUGHT BY I 4-

YEAR -OLD 

GIRLS IS 

"MORE EX-

PLICIT THAN 

THE KIRKWOOD 

SCHOOL 

DISTRICT'S 

ABSTINENCE-

BASED HEALTH 

CURRICULUM." 

of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the girls 
conducted research, then asked for permis
sion to teach a class in lieu of writing a pa
per. Nipher teachers approved, and 40 of 
the school's 200 8th graders signed up for 
the instruction. 

The Post described the class as "more 
explicit than the Kirkwood School 
District's abstinence-based health curricu
lum for middle schools, where the discus
sion of birth control and sexually 1.rans
mitted diseases has been reduced to a 

small part of the curriculum." The pilot 
class covers AIDS and identifies a vari
ety of other STDs. Though the girls men
tion abstinence as the only sure way to 
prevent pregnancy, methods ofbi11h con
trol are explored. 

Parents can opt their children out of 
the school's regular sex ed program as 
well as the special peer-taught class. 

The project surfaces at a time when 
many school districts are placing greater 
emphasis on abstinence-based education. 
Recent studies show that more than half 
of teens are avoiding sex, and high-pro
file teen role models, including profes
sional athletes, are publicly championing 
abstinence as the first, best choice. 
Though some students say that having 
classmates as teachers is "cool," the whole 
concept of peer intervention has come 
under fire from many parents and some 
educators. 

Last fall, parents in Tulsa, OK, filed 
a class action lawsuit against the Owasso 
School District for violation of their 
children's "privacy and civil rights" when 
teachers allowed other students to grade 
their work and call out the scores. The 
parents allege that some students alter the 
papers they are grading based on personal 
animosities, but the school district stated 
it would not do away with a procedure it 
described as "a very effective classroom 
tool." ~ 
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Environmental Education (Continuedfrompage 1)--

definition of environmental education that 
"includes the mandate to foster 'attitudes, 
motivations, and commitments to make 
informed decisions and take responsible 
action.' " This definition has influenced 
environmental education in America. 
EPA Instruction 

The National Environmental Educa
tion Act of 1990 combined the Office of 
Environmental Education (OEE) with the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
thereby expanding the EPA's enforce
ment role to include education. 

While a majority of adults say they fa
vor "environmental education" for 
schoolchildren, few are aware of the con
tent that is presented through programs 
and organizations funded by EPA grants. 
Project WILD, for example, is described 
as offering "a curriculum that focuses on 
wildlife, and addresses the 'need for hu
man beings to develop as responsible citi
zens of our planet.' "These programs and 
curricula are promoted by many environ
mental organizations that are funded by 
government and private foundation 
grants. 

The North American Association for 
Environmental Education (NAAEE), 
which has international reach, is cited by 
Matthew Brown as "the most important of 
the environmental education organiza
tions." It receives significant federal funds 
as well as support from big business. Its 
leaders tend to be university educators in 
environmental studies. The NAAEE's 
National Project for Excellence in Environ
mental Education develops guidelines for 
elementary and secondary school programs. 
Its 1996 guidelines endorsed the U.N.'s 
idea of creating "new patterns of behavior 
of individuals, groups and society as a 
whole towards the environment." 

Brown reports that the NAAEE, with 
funding from the EPA, will be allowed 
to determine how teachers should be 
trained in environmental education, how 
they should develop and select classroom 
materials, and how they should evaluate 
students' progress. 

Some curricula that reach schoolchil
dren are produced by groups such as Zero 
Population Growth (ZPG). ZPG's publi
cation Earth Matters: Studies for our Glo
bal Future was criticized by the Indepen
dent Commission on Environmental Edu-

cation because it "fails to meet the most 
minimal requirements of empirical accu
racy." 

Though many in the scientific com
munity would echo that statement about 
much of today's "environmental educa
tion," the environmental education bu
reaucracy has nonetheless, in the words 
of Mountain States Legal Foundation's 
William Perry Pendley, "seized the moral 
and rhetorical high ground." Matthew 
Brown says it is up to parents, students, 
experts such as Dr. Michael Sanera, and 
groups such as the Environmental Lit
eracy Council to force the environmental 
education elite to provide children with 
fair and accurate instruction. ';I 

Homeless Pengµius. or Bad S.dence? 

j) How one teacher helped her ~L students uncover the truth 
. . Whert Califomia scl,ool .teache, 

Otle;m :K.ochlc substituted for another 
teachet, the weekly puhUcatitn;i: Scholas
tic News was the required lesson. The 
magazine depicted penguins as threat• 
ened with homelessn,ess due to melting 
of the polar ice caps. "The cover of the 
Dec. 1$!97 issue showed two penguins 
standing on snow;' she relates. "The 
caption stated: 'The earth is getting 
warmer. Penguins ate losing their 
homes. Why is the ice melting?' " 

The article alluded to "the steady rise 
th¢ earth's temperature" as though it 

were fact, even though the writers ad
mitted on the last page that "the earth is 
one degree wanner on average than it 
was 100 years ago." Not mentioned was 
the fact that this warming took place 
prior to 1940, and that atmospheric sat
ellites have not measured any significant 
warming since. 

Calling these "outlandish claims,'' 
Mrs. Koehle urged her students to "think 
critically."· She asked them at what tem~ 
perature ice melts. They responded with 
the correct answer, She then estimated 
the temperature at the North Pole where 
the penguins live to be about ~80F, Mrs. 
Koehle asked the childre11 if they 
thought the earth's one degree wamting 
(to -79F at the Pole) would be enough 
to melt the ice, AU the children an
swered "No!'' 

;, 

-~--High School Students 
<:S'.__., 1 Tune Out Senior Year 

Previous generations of high school 
students eagerly anticipated their senior 
year. They enjoyed their lofty status on 
campus, planned their senior proms and 
other activities, and worked to finish up 
course requirements in preparation for 
graduation. Today, high school seniors 
in increasing numbers are tuning out and 
turning off. Such factors as early college 
placement, premature "exit exams," and 
outside employment are among factors 
blamed for the shift. 

A March 23 article in the Wall Street 
Journal notes that many high school se
niors have secured their seats in college 
before the end of the first semester. The 
SATs are given in October, and many 
colleges now offer "early decision," a 
process by which seniors get "priority 
acceptance" into a college and are "locked 
in" to their decision by December. 

Observers say high school exit exams 
also play a role in creating apathy, with 
most states administering the tests in the 
10th or 11th grades. Tennessee's exit ex
ams are given in the 9th grade for what 8th 

graders should know. New Jersey tests 
11th graders based on 10th-grade skills. 
The only 12th graders taking exit exams 
are those who failed the earlier tests. 

Some educators say that too much 
emphasis is placed on students passing 
just enough courses to graduate rather 
than on taking courses that are appropri
ate for their success. The result is that 
only one in five seniors enrolls in tough 
math classes such as trigonometry and 
only one in four take challenging science 
courses such as physics. According to 
the Wall Street Journal, 37% of seniors 
graduate with less than the minimum re
quirements, and 23% just meet them. 
Nearly a quarter of all freshmen entering 
four-year public colleges need at least one 
remedial education course, 

The fact that more than half of all U.S. 
teens hold paying jobs also distracts from 
their studies, and this statistic has been 
used to explain why American youngsters 
do so poorly on international mathemat
ics and science tests. In contrast, a mere 
17% of Japanese teens and 7% of French 
students are employed. Statistics also show 
that American teens aren't working to help 
out at home or save for college. 

The Department of Education found 
that 80% of high school seniors contrib
ute little or none of their income to fam
ily expenses, while only one in four puts 
money away for college. ,S 

Group Finds Increased Spending 
and Pupil Performance Unrelated 

WASHINGTON, DC - The Ameri
can Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC), the nation's largest bipartisan 
membership association of state legisla
tors, issued its fifth Report Card on 
American Education: A State-by-State 
Analysis on Jan. 26. The study includes 
data from 1976 through 1998, and grades 
each state based on over 100 measures of 
educational resources and achievement. 

Data from the most recent school year 
studied (1996-97) show no statistically 
evident correlation between educational 
performance and per-pupil expenditures 
or teacher salaries. While spending for 
education increased 51 % between 1976-
1998, academic performance declined or 
stagnated. ALEC uses as an example the 

More Briefs 
A darkly "comic" novel entitled Holes 
by Louis Satcher has won the 1999 
Newbery Medal for children's literature. 
The hero is wrongly convicted of a crime, 
and serves time at a strange juvenile de
tention facility in the barren Texas 
drylands. The award is presented annu
ally by the American Library Association. 

Century-old "Elsie Dinsmore" 
children's books fill spiritual void. Pub
lishers say this strong, pious, 19th-century 
heroine, created by author Martha Finley 
in a series of 28 books, is making a come
back, along with other spiritually-sound 
older works. Publishers attribute the re
surgence of these "character-building" sto-

fact that SAT scores rose only 1.6% dur
ing this period, and points to the "tremen
dous" growth of charter schools, with 
their typically higher-than-average 
scores, to indicate that "improving stu
dent achievement is not based on dollars 
spent, schools constructed, or even the 
number of teachers hired." 

The study's data do show a correlation 
between: 
♦ Educational performance and the num
ber of students per school, with smaller 
schools performing better; 
♦ Higher performance and a lower per
centage of a state's total budget received 
from the federal government; 
♦ Higher performance and higher pupil

per-teacher ratios. " 

ries to the current glut of children's books 
that focus on drug abuse, alcoholism, sui
cide, family violence, and the occult. 

The City University of New York 
(CUNY) is phasing out remedial edu
cation courses, and colleges in other 
states are considering similar moves. 
CUNY's Board ofRegents voted last year 
to phase out remediation at its four-year 
colleges over the next three years, and to 
limit it at community colleges to one year. 
In 1998, 68% of CUNY's four-year col
lege freshmen and 87% of first-time com
munity college freshmen required read
ing, writing or math remediation, based 
on failure to pass 11th grade reading and 
writing tests and 10th grade math tests. 


