
The School Choice Battle I Alarm Over Threat to 
Court rulings ignite controversial issue 

WASHINGTON, DC - The long-
simmering school choice issue caught fire 
last November when the U.S. Supreme 
Court let stand a state court ruling in fa
vor of Milwaukee's voucher program. 
The vote was 8-1. Justice Stephen Breyer 
cast the lone vote to review the decision. 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court held 
last June that Milwaukee's Parental 
Choice Program to provide lower in
come children with vouchers for private 
and religious schools was constitu
tional. The state court ruled that the 
program "merely adds religious schools to 
a range of pre-existing educational choices 
available to Milwaukee's children." The 
court rejected the argument by the Milwau
kee Teachers' Education Association, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, and 
People for the American Way that a 1973 
U.S. Supreme Court decision precludes any 
type of aid to private and religious schools. 
That decision had found a New York State 
aid program unconstitutional because it pro
vided tuition grants exclusively to parents 
of children in private and religious schools. 

Voucher proponents were extremely 
pleased with the high court's refusal to 
review the Milwaukee case. Clint Bolick, 
the litigation director of the Institute for 

Justice representing several voucher fami
lies in Milwaukee, told Education Week: . 
"By declining to review the Wisconsin 
ruling, the Supreme Court leaves intact 
the most definitive court decision to date, 
which solidly supports the constitution-

a1ity of school choice." 
Efforts to advance the school choice 

cause are underway across the country. 
In several states, tuition-tax-credit plans 
have either been enacted or are on the 
table. The Virginia legislature is con
sidering the Virginia Children's Edu

cational Opportunity Act of 1999, which 
would establish nonrefundable income tax 
credits for tuition and other instructional 
fees charged by public or private schools 
and for certain fees and costs associated 
with home schooling. Tax credits "for up 
to 80% of the qualifying expenses incurred 
per child, or l 00% if the taxpayer is a mem
ber of a household whose adjusted gross 
income does not exceed 185% of the fed
eral poverty guideline amount," would be 
provided using the state's income tax in
frastructure. 

In January, the Arizona Supreme 
Court held constitutional a state income 
tax credit of$500 to support tuition schol-

(See School Choice, page 4) 

Men are 'Opting Out' of College 
Female student majority nears 60% 

America's colleges and universities 
are witnessing an increasing gender gap 
as the female student ma
jority continues to grow 
on many campuses, de
spite the fact that there 
are slightly more college
age males than females. 
Increases are occurring 
across the country at 
large state universities 
such as the University of ,f:.. 
New Mexico (57% fe- [:/·~· 
male) and at smaller in- /'' 
stitutions such as 
Concordia College in St. 
Paul, MN (61 % female). 
At some schools, the fe
male majority ranges up 
to 65% or even 73%. 

According to an ar
ticle in the Feb. 8 issue of U.S. News & 
World Report, women will earn about 
57% of the bachelor's degrees awarded 
at American colleges and universities in 
1999, compared with 43% in 1970, and 
less than 24% in 1950. This growth be
gan in 1979 and has spread to schools of 
all sizes, both public and private, includ-

ing religious schools. An article in the Dec. 
6, 1998 New York Times said the trend "is 

reshaping everything 
from recruiting to social 
life." 

Judith Sturnick, di
rector of the American 
Council on Education's 
Office of Women in 
Higher Education, wor
ries that higher educa
tion "could become de
valued because of its in
creasing feminization." 
Stumick told U.S. News 
that, "when there begins 

'\-::-,. to be a predominance of 
,.f ·.; .. female members in any 

area, the value of that 
area goes down." 

Helping to skew the 
numbers are many older women who re
turn to college after raising families and 
helping spouses launch careers. There is 
also a disproportionately large number of 
black women who go to college compared 
with black men, which many say is a par
ticular cause for concern. 

(See 'Opting Out,' page 3) 

Parental Rights Grows 
'Healthy F amities America' is 
bringing 'Big Brother' home 

WASHINGTON, DC - Rep. Henry 
Hyde (R-IL) and the Alabama Family 
Alliance are sounding an alarm over the 
nationwide movement to place "home 
visitors" into the homes of all first-time 
parents, ostensibly to prevent child abuse. 
Hyde and others fear that this movement 
"sets a dangerous precedent" that threat
ens the rights of parents to direct the up
bringing of their own children. (See 
Sidebar, this page)o 

The model program for this plan is 
entitled "Healthy Families America" 
(HF A). It was developed by the National 
Committee to Prevent Child Abuse 
(NCPCA), now known as Prevent Child 
Abuse America. This organization was 
established in 1972 to increase awareness 
of the problem of child abuse. The plan 
calls for 50+ in-home visits annually per 
family for those considered most "at risk." 
The visits are to be conducted by para
professionals and trained volunteers for 
the purpose of educating parents on 
"proper parenting practices" and monitor
ing child development. Family contact 
may be initiated prenatally and continue 
through age five. Other responsibilities 
of the home visitor are to link families to 
health and social services until children 
enter school. 

Last October, Congressman Hyde 
wrote a letter to his colleagues in the 
House of Representatives warning about 
HF A and describing the program as "the 

village mentality run wild." He said that 
HF A is " 'Big Brother' intervention as 
we have never seen it before," and that 

Rep. Henry Hyde 

"Americans 
have never 
experienced 
such intru
sion in their 
family lives." 

HFApro
grams are 
currently op
erating in 40 
states under a 
variety of 
names. All 
programs are 

labeled "voluntary," but the NCPCA's 
stated goal is "to provide home visiting 
services to all new parents." Special at
tention is given to those deemed to be at 
higher risk of abuse and neglect. 

The Alabama Family Alliance is pre
paring an investigative report on HF A and 
other home visitation programs. It is slated 
for completion by mid-March. According 
to the Alliance, a family's level of risk is 
determined by screening hospital and (in 
some cases) clinic records on 15 risk fac
tors. These risk factors include the age of 
the mother, divorce, late prenatal care, pre
vious abortions, depression, etc. Some of 
the terms are so nebulous that almost any 
parent could be considered "at risk." 

(See Alarm, page 2) 

Parent Concerns About HFA Programs 
♦ The NCPCA's long-tenn intent is to 
make home visitation universal. 
♦ NCPCA materials make it clear that 
parents should never spank their children, 
stating that: "No child needs a spanking, 
spanking can be dangerous ... children 
do not need to be hit in order to leam how 
to behave." 
♦ It is unlikely that all those being 
screened as possibly "at risk" have given 
informed consent. Some consent forms 
are part of the hospital admission proce
dure and can be misunderstood. Some 
wome:n are approached for consent while 
in labor, In addition, because assessment 
workers (who have reviewed the medical 
records) hold intimate information about 
the women they are soliciting, the volun~ 
tary nature of the program is suspect. 
♦ Home visitors in many states are 

told to inform authorities if "imminent 
harm" to children is "suspected." Par
ents have been :reported for spanking and 
even for "raising their voices." 
♦ AU data are entered into a national 
database. 
♦ HF A prograins are often put into 
place stealthily. Some states have 
passed legislation that will enable home 
visitation statewide, with wording that 
is so benign and sandwiched in between 
other issues that it appears totally in., 
nocuous without in-depth analysis. 
♦ The Parents as Teachers (PAT) pro: 
gram, which began in Missouri as a sin
cere attempt to help "at risk" families, 
is now described as the "first cousin" to 
HF A PAT also is being used as a model 
for child abuse intervention home visi
tation programs. 
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Homeschool fammes in Missouri 
have succeeded in kiUing a bill that 
would have required their children 
to take state assessment tests and 
to register with their public school 
districts. About 700 people thronged 
the state capitol in Jefferson City to 
protest H.B. 540, which was spon
sored by Rep. Bill Skaggs (D-Kansas 
City). Homeschool parents argued 
that once the state starts testing their 
children, it will begin dictating cur
riculum to conform to state policies 
and mandates. 

A survey of college freshmen finds 
support of abortion has declined 
14 %. Less than 51 % of students said 
they believe abortion should be legal, 
down from a record high of 64.9% in 
1990. Men favor abortion slightly 
more than women - 52.5% to 49 .5%. 
Now in its 33rd year, the survey is con
ducted by the Higher Education Re
search Institute at the University of 
California at Los Angeles (UCLA). 

Junior high students in Bryant, AR 
received apologies from the school 
superintendent for an "embarrass
ing" and "inappropriate" sex dis
cussion. A guest lecturer gave de
tailed answers to handwritten "sex 
questions" from health and physical 
education students, some of which 
dealt explicitly with oral sex and 
sexual organs. Outraged parents 
called the session "pornographic." 
Embarrassed students who tried to 
"put their heads down" or "leave the 
room" were prevented from doing so 
by teachers. 

OBE is alive and well in Fayette 
County, GA public schools. Despite 
the school board's vow to keep OBE 
out, in just four years at least some of 
the schools have embraced "block 
scheduling," "Integrated Thematic 
Instruction (ITI)," "life skills," and 
psychological testing. Students spend 
their days reflecting about bonding 
and social behavior, reviewing "Tribal 
Agreements," writing down their "Re
flections for Today," and "reaching 
consensus." 

More Education Briefs on page 4. 
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Alarm (Continued from page 1) -------------

'Model' HF A Programs 
The "Healthy Start" program was in

troduced in Hawaii in 1991. Currently, 
nearly 60% of all new mothers in that state 
are screened for potential risk, and legis
lation has been passed to expand the pro
gram to all the islands. In 1992, NCPCA 
adopted "Healthy Start" as the national 
model for child abuse prevention, and the 
concept has spread across the country. 

Vermont's 
HFA program 
plan states: "The 
purpose of home 
visits is to assess 
the family's needs 
and to evaluate 
the family for 
child abuse poten
tial'' (emphasis 
added). It is not 
difficult to imag
ine how many 

Dianna Lighifoot 

parents might be labeled "at risk" due to 
an inexperienced, inadequately trained, or 
overly zealous home visitor. 

In 1998, Indiana became another 
model state for HF A programs. Its pro
motional literature states: "We want to 
provide all families with a full range of 
health and social services in the commu
nity" ( emphasis added). The literature 
boasts that the growth of HF A programs 
in the state is unprecedented. In just five 
years, the budget has risen from a quarter 
of a million dollars and only a few sites 
to nearly $40 million, and 58 sites in 91 
counties. All of Indiana's locations use 
electronic data collection systems that 
report an extensive array of client data, 
and plans are being made to electronically 
transfer this data to a centralized location. 

According to Hyde's letter, HF A data 
will be kept in a nationwide computer
ized tracking system called the "Program 
Information Management System" 
(PIMS), and could be combined with pre
school and public school tracking systems 
when children enter the education system. 
Assessing the •crisis' of child abuse 

The Carnegie Foundation has reported 
that its three-year study of American chil
dren shows that "millions of infants and 
toddlers are so deprived of medical care, 
loving supervision, and intellectual stimu
lation, that their growth into healthy and 

responsible adults is threatened." How
ever, the most recent report from the U.S. 
General Accounting Office (GAO) on 
managing child welfare offers a different 
view. It states that, of 69 .5 million Ameri
can children, about three million are re
ported as possible victims of abuse and 
neglect (1996 figures). "Upon investiga
tion, however, child protective services 
workers confirmed maltreatment of al
most a third (about one million) of these 
reported children." Of those, about a 
fourth were severe cases that included 
physical and sexual abuse. 

Dianna Lightfoot, director of the 
Physician's Resource Council (the medi
cal division of the Alabama Family Alli
ance) who is also director of the home 
visitation program study, stresses: "Any 
abuse of a child is abhorrent. But it must 
be pointed out thatthe 'crisis' of millions 
and millions of children being abused and 
neglected, for which the radical 'cure' of 
in-home visitation to all new parents is 
needed, is greatly exaggerated." 

"The intentions of most 'experts' are 
good, but government-sponsored, one
size-fits-all policies have been ineffec
tive," Lightfoot explains. "The problem 
of abuse has not gone away despite the 
efforts of more than two decades of vari
ous prevention policies. The federal gov
ernment alone already spends over $14 
billion a year on child protection ser
vices." 

Congressman Hyde's letter states that 
HF A is partially funded by the "Safe and 
Stable Families" program, which was re
authorized in 1997 under the federal Adop
tion and Safe Families Act. He suggests 
that Congress should review the law in light 
of the "inherent dangers" of HF A programs. 

Meanwhile, HF A is seeking additional 
funds, including reimbursements from 
managed care organizations (HM Os), 
whose primary goal is to prevent health 
problems. Since HF A programs are be
ing touted as prevention and cost contain
ment measures, based on the claim that 
they prevent a host of future problems 
related to abuse, the HMOs are listening. 
Another possible source of funds is Med
icaid. One NCPCA report on funding pro
grams notes, "The definition of 'at risk' 
in Medicaid is so broad that it should eas
ily include home visitation." ~ 

Nam ITEM: C.l"f'( COIJNCIL CON'olO~t;i mf'O~I.. 10 eE~E 11-1"" ........ , 

ui w, ,~, Ct .. ,,.,.P:..,-1-,.,.. '(.:'. ,, ;,; f'/ •,- f t 
, -.:;_::_ I ~nrr: '-2• 

L Vlll'HGmfJl,.11l:ffll!n'NDIIOOU,,t!W. 

J 

' lu 
im 

Book of the Month 

Cloning of the American Mind, 
Eradicating Morality though Educa
tion, B.K. Eakman, Huntington House 
Publishers, 1998, 570 pps., $22.99 

Bev Eakman's new book is jam
packed with facts about how the use 
of a relatively new field called 
psychographics (which combines ele
ments of demographic and marketing 

research) along 
with assessment 
standards, is alter
ing the values and 
beliefs of our 
children while 
undermining their 
academic skills. 
The new beliefs 
include: no right 
or wrong - only 
conditioned re

sponses, all ethics are situational, etc. 
Eakman explains how education 

initiatives such as Outcome-Based 
Education (with its subsequent 
"dumbing down" of America's stu
dents) and the new "assessment tests" 
(which determine how a child thinks 
and feels rather than how many facts 
he has mastered) make more sense 
when viewed in the context of "men
tal health." She argues that psychol
ogy has assumed a "messianic politi
cal mission," and that unsuspecting 
parents and lethargic legislators have 
allowed the education reform 
movement's "bogus agenda" to be sold 
as "mental health" and "assessment 
standards." 

The book traces the contributions 
of two distinct factions within the be
havioral science community, one 
Hitlerian and one Marxist, and shows 
how they eventually merged for the 
purpose of introducing psychological 
screening and experimental therapies 
into the schools. 

Eakman describes how students 
and their families are "unknowingly as
sessed for supposed 'markers' of psy
chological disorders, the most recent 
example being to label ADD as a 
'marker' for schizophrenia." She says 
that assessments are tagged for identi
fication, and shows how the collected 
data can be combined with other pub
lic and private records, and then down
loaded at any time by "research 
·groups" and underground information 
brokers in return for a fee. 

Cloning provides a step-by-step 
guide for countering the "psychologi
cally manipulative" education agenda 
that has invaded the schools. The book 
recommends corrective measures that 
the author believes both citizens and 
government must undertake. 

Available through most Barnes & 
Noble bookstores, or call Huntington 
House Publishers, 1-800/7 49-4009, 
P.O. Box 53788, Lafayette, LA 70505. 
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FOCUS: The Purpose of Goals 2000 & School-to-Work 
Rep. Henry J. Hyde's letter to Governor George Ryan (R) of Illinois. (Reprinted by permission.) 

Congress of the 'United States 
Jfouse of <Rgpresentatives 

'Washington, VC 20515-1306 

February 1, 1999 

Governor George Ryan 
207 State House 
Springfield, IL 62706-1150 

Dear George: 

On the vital issue of education, please 
permit me to express my views on some 
aspects that have far-reaching conse
quences. 

Despite the high-powered marketing 
spin they receive, the purpose of Goals 
2000 and School-to-Work (STW) is to 
train school children to be entry level 
workers for the national and global busi
ness community, with minimum aca
demic requirements. 

It is a top-down, planned program for 
the workers, funded and/or supported by 
the government, national organizations, 
private foundations, labor organizations, 
and administered by the educators, the 
NEA, and business councils appointed by 
governors of each state. 

However, it encompasses much more 
than teaching job skills to the future 
workforce of America. It is meant to teach 
students political values but has been fun
damentally deficient in academics. 

In some but not yet all schools, chil
dren are tracked from an early age for job 
skills required by industry through five
year plans. This cheats children of the 

opportunity of choosing their own careers 
voluntarily and getting the best education 
they deserve. 

Vocational training should be avail
able to high school students in their se
nior year if they decide they do not want 
to go to college. However, they should 
not be coerced into learning job skills 
chosen by school authorities. Job train
ing and political correctness should not 
be the priority of our schools. 

Over the last six years under Goals 
2000 and STW, students have failed to 
meet international education standards 
once taken for granted in America. The 
Third International Math and Science 
Study (TIMSS) results released February 
24, 1998, indicate that students from 19 
out of 21 participating countries out
scored U.S. 12th-graders. The Czech 
Republic, the United States, and Austria 
were among the lowest-performing coun
tries in both advanced mathematics and 
physics. Along with previous TIMSS 
results, the scores showed a disturbing 
trend. U.S. 4th-graders ranked above the 
world average in math and science, 8th
graders fell below average, and by the end 
of high school, U.S. students plummeted 
to the bottom. 

When the TIMSS report was released, 
President Clinton commented that 
"America got a wake-up call on educa
tion." Actually, it was the country's ump
teenth wake-up call including the report 
called "A Nation At Risk" that was re
leased in 1983. Bringing all of our stu
dents down to the lowest common de
nominator and refusing to let more moti
vated and talented students reach their 
learning potential ahead of others is to
tally unacceptable. Giving our children 
a lesser education than they are capable 
of achieving in order to convince them 
that they must accept menial scale jobs is 
disgraceful. 

There will always be a quotient of po
tential workers who do not desire higher 
learning for many reasons, and for them 

vocational education is a must, but that is 
for the individual to decide, not the em
ployers of this nation who want entry
level workers. 

Junior colleges are meant to be pre
paratory schools for four-year colleges. 
They should not change their curriculum 
to become only vocational training facili
ties for businesses. 

Four-year colleges must raise stan
dards of teaching before future teachers 
can or will be qualified to teach. Schools 
must raise their standards of qualifications 
for teachers. Most public school prob
lems stem from the union. The union 
stands in the way of firing unqualified 
teachers, merit raises, standardized test
ing of teachers, and eliminating tenure. 
Teachers' salaries have continued to be 
increased every year, but our children are 
still failing. We have allowed gross neg
ligence in our schools from elementary 
through college to undermine the learn
ing and teaching ability of students and 
teachers. 

There is a real danger of changing stan
dardized tests to mask students' inability 
to perform at acceptable levels. It is easier 
to lower the standards of testing than it is 
to bring students up to a level ofleaming 
necessary to meet real standards of edu
cation. 

Competition does not harm children 
as the self-esteem proclamators would 
have us believe. Achievement through 
competition builds self-esteem. Real 
grades signifying real improvement or 
need of improvement help children and 
parents to assess the areas on which they 
need to concentrate. 

The Clinton administration is about a 
top-down, planned economy, including 
jobs, health care, and the federal govern
ment owning shares of private businesses. 
The reward to the states for their support 
for these programs is more federal hand
outs, but the benefit is not worth the cost. 
President Clinton just announced in his 
State of the Union speech that he wants 

more federal control over schools with 
federal mandates covering education 
goals. He also supports increasing num
bers of federal healthcare beneficiaries, 
and the ability to invest social security 
funds in private investments, which will 
give his administration unprecedented 
power to reward his friends and punish 
his enemies. Federal appropriations for 
education should be given in the form of 
block grants without mandates. However, 
the drive to continue Goals 2000 and 
School-to-Work does not rest entirely 
with the federal education bureaucracy. 
It is just as pervasive at the state and lo
cal levels, and must be reversed at every 
level of education. 

If state governors do not want to be
come puppets of the federal government, 
they must say no to the nationalization of 
our schools, our workers, and private 
businesses. 

These are problems that I have been 
combating for years, and unfortunately, 
have not been able to defeat in Congress. 
I will keep trying on the federal level and 
I hope you, George, will help defeat them 
at the state level. I promised parents and 
concerned citizen organizations that I 
would work with you on education re
form, if you recall, at our meeting with 
them during the campaign. I hope this 
letter clarifies some of the problems that 
we have identified in the area of educa
tion. I will be happy to meet with you 
any time in the future to further discuss 
real school reform. I very much appreci
ate your time and attention to this very 
important matter. 

Very truly yours, 
Henry Hyde 

Editor's note: We would welcome simi
lar letters from Congressmen to their state 
Governors. Send to: Education Re
porter, 7800 Bonhomme, St. Louis, MO 
63105, fax (314) 721-3373, email 
education@eagleforum.org 

Opting Out (Continuedfrompagel)----------------

"Men are just not as interested in 
higher education as women," Alan 
Mclvor, vice president of enrollment ser
vices at Beloit College in Wisconsin, told 
the New York Times. "They have these 
non-academic interests: the butcher, the 
baker, the candlestick maker." 

Sources quoted by US. News agree 
that males' waning interest in traditional 
two-year and four-year degrees has much 
to do with the lure of relatively 
high-paying jobs in entrepreneurial and 
technical fields, particularly computers. 
"If making money is your first goal," ex
plains Stephen Trachtenberg, president of 
George Washington University in Wash
ington, DC, "and if you are competent in 
high-paying skills, there's no reason to 
finish your degree." US. News cited as 
an example a 23-year-old man who earns 

$76,000 a year as web master for a com
puter company. 

Anned with training programs and 
the promise oflucrative employment, cor
porations are playing a role in siphoning 
off male high school graduates, who tend 
to score slightly higher in math than girls 
on standardized tests, and considerably 
higher in math on the SAT. Computer 
firms, especially, view higher math scores 
as an important prerequisite for prospec
tive employees. 

While technical careers offer young 
men higher salaries sooner, research 
shows that male college graduates will 
eventually considerably surpass the earn
ing power of those with only a high school 
diploma. And men who go to college still 
greatly outnumber women in engineering 
and physical sciences programs, which gen-

erally lead to more financially-rewarding 
careers than liberal arts programs. 

For years, the prevailing wisdom has 
been that girls are shortchanged in the 
classroom, but that perception is chang
ing as more education experts focus on 
the causes of boys' lack of interest in 
higher education. Teachers at the elemen
tary and secondary school levels now stand 
accused of bias in favor of girls, because 
boys tend to be more disruptive, less man
ageable, and less studious in the classroom. 
Margaret Miller, president of the Ameri
can Association for Higher Education 
(AAHE), told US. News that, "Being good 
in school is associated with femininity." 

Last year, the U.S. Department of 
Education released a report refuting the 
findings of the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) that teach-

ers were focusing their attention on boys 
and discouraging girls from taking impor
tant math and science courses. The 
AAUW's 1992 report on "How Schools 
Shortchange Girls" triggered a spate of 
programs and remedies to cure the "prob
lem" of bias toward girls (See Education 
Reporter, Jan. 1999). 

Nonetheless, the AAUW persists in 
complaining about gender inequity. 
AAUW claims the "technology gap" is 
replacing the gender gap because girls 
take fewer computer courses. An AAUW 
report issued last October claims that 25% 
offemale high school students take a com
puter science course, compared with 30% 
of boys. The gap widens considerably, 
AAUW says, in the area of computer ap
plications, with 2% of girls taking such 
courses compared with 6% of boys. ~ 
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ick Calculators Out of Class 
By David Gelemter 
Reprinted with penrdssion from the New York 
Post, © 1998, NYP Holdings, Inc. 

They should be banned from Ameri
can elementary schools. We could kick 
calculators out tomorrow if we wanted to, 
and the education establish
ment could not stop us if 
we'd made up our minds. 
TI1e practical gain would be 
large, the symbolic value 
even greater. 

If you hand a child a cal
culator, you must take care 
that it is used judiciously or 
the result could be cata
strophic: an adult who can't 
do basic arithmetic. Such a person is con
demned to stumble through life's numeric 
moments in a haze. 

The calculator subtly undermines the 
whole math curriculum: walking to 
school isn't bad if you do it every day
but if you sometimes ride, walking can 
start to seem like a pain. And "once the 
calculator goes on," says Mike 
McKeown, a geneticist at the Salk Insti
tute in San Diego, "the brain goes off, no 
matter what we hope." McKeown is a 
co-founder of Mathematically Correct, a 
group that lobbies for common sense in 
math education. 

My generation of schoolchildren 
mostly learned the times tables in second 
grade. (Japanese children still do.) You 
can't proceed to long multiplication and 
division, and fractions and decimals, with
out knowing the times tables. But at the 
school my kids attend in Connecticut, stu-

dents don't master the times tables until 
fourth grade. In the meantime they bum 
lots of class hours learning something 
other than basic arithmetic. Have they 
mastered some marvelous new kind of 
mathematics? Not so you'd notice. 

Teachers and princi
pals who defend calcula
tors make this argument: 
they're cheap, handy and 
accurate. To the extent we 
allow children to rely on 
them, teachers needn't 
waste time on basic arith
metic - and can proceed 
faster and deeper into 
more advanced terrain. 

As most parents realize, this is non
sense. If you haven't mastered basic arith
metic by hand, you can't do arithmetic at 
all - with or without calculators. Cal
culators are reliable but people aren't; 
they hit wrong keys. You can't solve a 
problem unless you start with a general 
idea of the right answer. Otherwise you 
don't catch your errors - and you and 
your calculator are a menace. 

But suppose you're perfect; you never 
hit wrong keys. Even so, if you can't do 
arithmetic manually, you can't do it men
tally; and you'll need to do rough mental 
arithmetic all the time. How long ago did 
that happen? When will I arrive? How 
much cash will that leave me? What do I 
tip? 

You encounter such problems shop
ping, strolling, driving, paying the cab
driver. Yes, you could whip out your 
calculator on such occasions - and you 

Brief S (Contim,edfrom page 2) -----------

Dissident teachers attack new Chicago 
Academic Standards Exam (CASE), 
caning it "sophomoric" and "mindless.'' 
Teacher George Schmidt, editor of the Sub
stance newspaper, published portions of the 
$1 million, system-wide test, calling CASE 
a "curricular atrocity." He said that at least 
one question was so poorly phrased that it 
was confusing. Teachers at Whitney 
Young, Chicago's highest-scoring public 
high school, released a long list of com
plaints against CASE, including a physics 
test with a question that had no correct an
swer. CASE will eventually be part of a 
high-stakes effort to ensure that an teach
ers are teaching their students according 
to new system-wide standards. The Chi
cago Board of Education has filed suit 
against the Substance for reprinting the test 
without permission. 

The Kansas state school board voted last 
fall to refuse federal school~to-work 
funds. Board members took action be
cause of their concern that the federal 
government's process of allocating STW 

could skip learning how to drive and sim
ply consult the owner's manual each time 
you needed to make a right tum. Is that 
what we want for our children? 

It comes down to this: Knowledge you 
can look up is knowledge you don't have. 
To be educated is to master a body of facts 
and skills and have them on call 24 hours 
a day, as you talk and walk and read and 
work and garden and scheme and think. 
You can't master everything, but after 
many centuries of mulling we are agreed 

funds bypasses the authority of state school 
boards. The governor could transfer con
trol of the funds to another department. 

A report by the the American Text
book Council says religion should have 
a place in duuacter education. An in
dependent reviewer of textbooks and cur
riculum, the Council supports making 
"religious-based insights more integral to 
character education." The report recom
mends that students learn to "imagine life 
as something more than material." 

A survey taken last Thanksgiving by 
Public Agenda found that 90% of par
ents want schools to teach patiri.otism, 
nationml pride, and the American sys
tem. The nonpartisan, nonprofit public 
opinion research and education organi
zation in New York City found that an 
equal number agreed that most young 
people "fail to appreciate how good this 
country is." Respondents also said they 
want the schools to tell students that the 
U.S. is a better country than most others. 

on a time-tested agenda -reading, writ
ing, history and basic arithmetic. 

The yawning chasm between ed-school 
doctrine and common sense has already 
swallowed up - to our national shame 
- a whole generation of American kids. 
We have deeper educational problems, 
but the electronic calculator perfectly cap
tures what the struggle is about. When 
you hand children automatic, know-it-all 
crib sheets, you undermine learning. So 
let's get rid of them. " 

School Choice (Continuedfrompage ])------------------

arships for any student to any school (in
cluding religious schools). Arizona Chief 
Justice Thomas Zlaket stated in the ma
jority opinion that the tax credit is not part 
of the state's "public funds," since it 
merely allows donors to receive a tax ben
efit for routing their own donations to 
private school tuition scholarships. The 
court rejected the argument of the plain
tiffs (including the American Civil Lib
erties Union and the Arizona teachers 
union) that "all taxpayer income could be 
viewed as belonging to the state because it 
is subject to taxation by the Legislature." 

Gary Glenn, president of "School 
Choice YES!" in Michigan, noted in a press 
release: "Tax credits simply allow individu
als who want to invest in education to keep 
more of their own private dollars in their 
own hands for that purpose. There's no 
government money involved." 

Some observers caution that school 
choice legislation, including tax credits, 
can create new regulations for private and 
home schools. Pro-family leader Cathie 
Adams notes that, "in the beginning, 
voucher bi.Us have few regulations, but 
litigation imposes more regs and teach
ers' unions relentlessly demand more in 
order to erase differences between public 
and private schools." She points out that 
the Milwaukee voucher program includes 
over 300 regulations. 

Others fear that the school choice con
cept and federal vouchers will blur the dis
tinctions between all public and private 
schools. Writing in The Wanderer last 
July, Llewellyn H. Rockwell, Jr., presi
dent of the Von Mises Institute in Auburn, 
AL, asserted: "In order to receive vouch
ers, religious schools will have to surren
der all control of their admissions and gut 
any doctrinal teaching integral to their 
curricula. The [Wisconsin] court under
scored that schools are prohibited from 
exercising any judgment whatsoever 
about the students they take in ( except that 
they may give preference to siblings)." 

The Wisconsin program also requires 
that students be allowed to "opt out" of 
religious instruction, which Rockwell 
says "betrays an astounding ignorance of 
the way many religious schools teach. 
The very purpose of these schools is to 
weave religious values into the process 
of learning." 

While school choice supporters be
lieve that vouchers and tax credits are a 
positive solution to the problem of public 
education, the movement has caused the 
teacher unions to intensify their anti
choice campaigns. Reuters news service 
reported that an NEA spokesman claimed 
that nationwide school choice programs 
could cost public education up to $14 bil
lion. Education Intelligence Agency presi-

dent Mike Antonucci says that the NEA 
"is also asking its activists to submit char
ter school and privatization horror stories 
for dissemination around the country." 

Antonucci warns that along with these 
tactics, the NEAand its affiliates "are tak
ing the first tentative steps to prepare for 
a future in which vouchers are much more 
widespread than they are today." This 
includes recruiting efforts for private 
school teachers. Antonucci describes 
union-sponsored workshops that paint 
religious schools as ripe for aggressive 
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union organizing efforts, citing low pay 
and benefits, strict administrative control, 
and summary dismissals for personal con
duct unrelated to teaching. 

Antonucci says that while collective 
bargaining has never been very popular in 
religious schools, vouchers and tuition tax 
credits could mean significant expansion 
in funding and new personnel. "This could 
lead to demands for higher wages and bet
ter working conditions, and a more prom
ising enviromnent for unionization than 
currently exists in those schools." " 


