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Tulsa Head Start Program Home School Parents 
Mandates Genital Exams Win Major Victory 
Pre-schoolers examined without 
permission from their parents 

TULSA, OK - About 20 three-to-
five-year-olds in the Roosevelt Elemen
tary School Head Start program were 
given genital examinations in November 
without parental consent. The exams 
were sanctioned by Head Start adminis
trators, who failed to send out parental 
notification until two days after the ex
ams took place. The parents of at least 
10 of the children have asked the Ruther-
ford Institute to file suit on their behalf. 

Rutherford spokesman Ron Rissler told 
the Internet news source WorldNetDaily 
that the Tulsa case has "distinct differences" 
from similar cases they are handling in 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. "This is 
the most egregious act of government in
trusion that I have witnessed in my tenure 
at the Rutherford Institute," Rissler said. 
"These children are much younger than 
those in our other cases, and the manner in 
which the exams were conducted was ap
palling." 

ing the blood wore gloves, the one per
forming the genital exams did not. He 
described the examination area as "dirty." 

School officials and Head Start admin
istrators said the exams were perfonned 
to check for sexual abuse and for genital 
abnormalities, but no abuse had been re
ported by either parents or school person
nel, and sources say that Head Start is not 
authorized to check for abnormalities. 

One source familiar with Head Start 
(who wishes to remain anonymous) said 
that all children are required to have 
physicals before they can qualify for the 
program. She told WorldNetDaily that 
"most LPNs are not adequately educated 
to perform sexual abuse exams," and that 
"specialized training is required for de
tecting real abuse." She noted that even 
physicians must be trained to recognize 
sexual abuse, and she could think of no 
reason why the Roosevelt preschoolers 
were examined after having already been 
enrolled in the program. 

Head Start officials met with the 
children's parents following the incident 
to apologize and to address their anger 
and concerns. Goree said the officials 
"talked down" to the parents, offering 
them door prizes, "as if getting a trinket 
of some sort would make it all go away." 

Despite the lawsuit, other schools in 
the Tulsa area reportedly perform genital 
exams on Head Start children, and pro

stitute and will file the lawsuit, told gram director Jerome Lee does not fore
WorldNetDaily that while the LPN draw- see ending the practice. " 

There was no physician present, and 
the exams were given by licensed practi
cal nurses (LPNs), who first drew blood 
specimens, then ushered the children into 
another room for the genital exams. As 
in other incidents, some of the children 
were crying and asking for their parents. 
(See Education Reporter, June 1996 and 
October 1998.) 

Tulsa attorney Christopher Goree, 
who is affiliated with the Rutherford In-

BOSTON, MA - The Supreme Ju- stitutional right to educate their children. 
dicial Court (SJC) of Massachusetts This is a victory for freedom." 
unanimously ruled in December in The Lynn School District is the only 
Michael Brunelle et al. v. Lynn .----------~-- one in the na-
Public Schools that the school dis- tion that en-
trict had no right to mandate home forces a policy 
inspections of home schooling requiring home 
families. The case brought by visits to ob-
home schooling parents Michael serve and 
and Virginia Brunelle and Stephen evaluate home 
and Lois Pustell against the Lynn school pro-
Public Schools started seven years grams. Expert 
ago. testimony in 

The court held that parents have the case de m-
a basic constitutional right to direct onstrated that 
the education of their children. standardized 
"Home education proposals can be achievement 
made subject only to essential and test results are 
reasonable requirements," the court Michael Farris the only reli-
ruled. "The home visits sought to able indicator 
be imposed on the education proposals of 
the plaintiffs are not essential." 

The Home School Legal Defense As
sociation (HSLDA) filed the suit in 1991 
on behalf of the Pustell family, who had 
refused to allow Lynn school district per
sonnel to inspect their home, as demanded 
by the school committee. The Brunelles 
joined the suit in 1994 after criminal 
charges were brought against them ( and 
later dropped) for refusing the mandated 
home visits. 

HSLDA president and lead attorney 
in the case, Michael Farris, said he was 
"overjoyed" with the judges' reasoning. 
"Not only did the court presume parents 
would do the right thing for their chil
dren," he explained, "but that presump
tion led to the recognition of parents' con-

of the thoroughness and efficiency of a 
home school program. The judges agreed 
that standardized tests and other methods 
can be used to evaluate home-schooled 
students, but left the door open for home 
visits in cases of academic failure, or 
when other parents send their children to 
a neighbor for schooling. 

In 1986, the Rhode Island Commis
sioner of Education similarly struck down 
home visits, declaring them unconstitu
tional. He pointed out that the Fourth 
Amendment protects individuals from 
"unwanted and warrantless visits to the 
home by agents of the state." 

Media coverage of the court's decision 
has been generally positive. An editorial 
in the Dec. 19 Boston Herald said the rul-

(See Home School, page 2) 

Minnesota's New Sex Ed Program on Right Track 
But critics (led by the ACLU) are already trying to derail it 

OSSEO, MN - Beginning this year, 
the Osseo School District will offer a 
two-track sex education curriculum for 
junior and senior high school students, 
and parents will have the right to choose 
which track they prefer for their children. 
The first track consists of a "comprehen
sive" or "safer sex" curriculum. The sec
ond is an "abstinence only" curriculum. 
Critics are already complaining about the 
abstinence-only track, and the Minnesota 
ACLU is threatening to sue. 

The "safer sex" curriculum assumes 
that many teens will engage in sex, so its 
aim is to provide them with the knowl
edge and skills to do so "safely." The 
new abstinence curriculum presents ab
stinence as the desired standard ofbehav-

ior, and helps students to develop the char
acter traits 
necessary to 
achieve it. 
The absti
nence cur
riculum cov
ers reproduc
tive biology 
and sexually 
transmitted 
diseases, 
along with the 
social role of 
marriage and Katherine Kersten 

the personal benefits of a committed mar
riage. Students will learn about birth con
trol, but will focus on the health risks of 

having sex rather than on the use of con
traceptives. The course will instruct stu
dents in how to avoid "sexually compro
mising situations." 

Writing in The Weekly Standard maga
zine, Katherine Kersten, senior fellow for 
cultural studies at Minnesota's Center of 
the American Experiment in Minneapo
lis, says parents have good reason to ex
pect that their children will benefit from 
the new curriculum. "Teens are crying 
out for strong messages about abstaining 
from sex," Kersten writes. "Today, al
most 52% of high school students report 
that they are abstinent, an 11 % increase 
since 1991." 

Kersten cites a 1997 survey by the 
Association of Reproductive Health Pro-

fessionals and the National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen Pregnancy, in which 68% 
of responding teens said they thought it 
"very important" that teens be given a 
"strong message" to abstain from sex un
til they are at least out of high school. 
Another survey by Emory University 
found that 84% of sexually active teen
age girls wanted information from adults 
on how to say no to sex without hurting 
boys' feelings. 

While Osseo's two-track program pro
vides an option for parents, critics accuse 
the abstinence-only track of failing to be 
"inclusive" or to reflect "diversity." 
Katherine Kersten maintains that the op
posite is true. "The new plan creates di-

(See Minnesota, page 2) 
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ig:,rn Governor John Engler 

1rn-u,.,mu::ed in December that the 

state's teen pregnancy rate bas 
dropped 26.4°/o since 1991, m1d that 

i:n state funds has been 
apprnpriated for abstinence pm
grams and activities. Engler credited 
the Michigan Abstinence Partnership 
for the decline in teen pregmmcies, He 
noted that Michigan is a national leader 
in the de,dine ofbirt_hs to teens, "thanks 
to the grassroots educaiion efforts of 
local abstinence partnerships," 

An explicit sex ed1tu::atim1 book en
titled It's a Girl bas been ap-

for 41~ grnden, by the Palm 
Beach F'L School Distrkt's 
Health Resource Committee. 
''Award wmning" children's author 
Mavis Jukes vvrote the book in a chatty, 
"girl-to-girl" style that mocks parental 
values, A.mong the topics discussed in 
detail are female nrnsturbation tech
niques and orgasms, various sexual ori
entations, oral and anal sex, condoms 
(includmg how to shop for and put on 
condoms) and free birth control for kids, 
The book includes Planned Parent
hood's telephone number. 

A high school sophomore in 
CfaUam Bay, WA, gave up playing 
varsity sports rather than remove 
a chasiity ring she had vowed to 
vvear until maniage. The ring sym
bohzes her com1nitment to abstinence" 
The school began enforcing a rule 
which prohibits athletes from wear
ing jewelry while playing sports, 

One-fourth of the graduates of an 
alternative high schooi in Brnolldyn, 
NY, rece:ived diplorn?Js despite fail
ing te§t scores and insufficient coune 
credits. A special investigator for New 
York City schools found that a com
plex system of extra-credit awards or
chestrated by the principal allowed 
these students i:o graduate. They re
ceived academic credit for running er
rands for administrators, answering 
phones at a travel agency, and taking 
"interdisciplmm:y" courses, Officials 
said the goal of the extra-credit system 
-was to graduate as many students as 
possible from the failing school. The 
students mvolved have since had their 
diplomas :rescmded, 
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ing "forestalled a dangerous assault on 
home schooling." It cited the "positive 
results" of the home school movement, 
stating: "Standardized tests scores show 
that, on average, the 1,7 million children 
schooled at home do better than their pub
lic school counterparts." 

An Indianapolis Star editorial on Deco 
30 opined: "The idea of a school board 
demanding that the teaching ability of 
parents be checked must have struck 
many Massachusetts residents as ludi
crous. Until this past spring, Massachu
setts was one of only seven states that do 
not require teachers to pass a test to 
qualify for certification." The editorial 
reminded readers that 59% of aspiring 
Massachusetts teachers made national 
headlines last spring when they failed a 
basic skills test (See Education Reporter, 

Sept. 1998.) 
The Boston Globe reported on Dec. 

17 that the Lynn School District will not 
appeal the court's decision, and quoted 
the superintendent as saying the district 
had already begun to revise its policy prior 
to the ruling, 

Michael Farris is confident that the 
SJC's decision "probably settles the is
sue ofhome visits for the rest of the coun
try," citing the "clear, unanimous verdict 
of the court" and the fact that it was 
handed down in "the liberal state of Mas
sachusetts." He believes that other gov
ernmental institutions and state school 
boards will be reluctant to challenge it. 

"We don't need to be checking on ev
erybody for everything," Farris said. "To
talitarian governments do that, but it's not 
easily tolerated in a free country." " 

Minnesota (Continued from page])--------

versity where none existed before," she 
says, "by givmg a voice to parents who 
believe that sex belongs within marriage, 
and who want their children's public 
school instruction to respect their beliefs 
on this vital aspect oflife," 

The ACLU disagrees, Its Reproduc
tive Freedom Project, launched in 1974 
and based in New York City, fights 
abstinence-only curricula in the schools. 
According to Kersten, the project's litera
ture claims that abstinence education 
courses are guilty of"censorship" because 
they withhold information students need 
to "control their lives," thereby impeding 
their "full exercise" of their "reproduc-

tive rights," The ACLU project further 
claims that such curricula "instill fear and 
shame" and are "laden with racist and 
sexist stereotypes and religious prescrip
tions for proper behavior and values." 

Kersten explains that the Reproductive 
Freedom Project "works with ACLU state 
affiliates as they build coalitions of edu
cators, parents, and activists to lobby 
school boards, mount public relations ef
forts, and monitor districts," Their goal 
is to seek cases that lend themselves to 
legal challenges, She notes: "When it 
comes to sexuality education, it is clear 
which kind of liberty the ACLU and its 
allies value most." 1;S 
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Florida School District Forced to Alter Sex Ed Curriculum 
BROW ARD COUNTY, FL - When 

Paul and Jodi Hoffman sat in on a sex edu
cation seminar at their children's middle 
school, they were shocked to hear school 
officials encourage an audience of 500 
students to engage in sex and tell them 
that it is "okay" to lie to their parents. 

Mrs. Hoffman filed a lawsuit against 
the Broward County School District for 
teaching "inappropriate behavior in sex 
education classes," The Florida courts 
agreed, and ruled that the county's schools 
were failing to uphold state statutes, 

The Hoffmans uncovered abuses that 
included the flagrant promotion of abor
tion, They found materials encouraging 
girls to carry condoms and offering de
tailed information about abortions. 

In the settlement, the Broward County 
school board agreed to stop promoting 
abortion and to include abstinence edu
cation that emphasizes monogamous, het
erosexual marriage. The board promised 
to require district personnel to follow sex 
education curriculum guidelines as out
lined in Florida's state statutes. ~ 

-
Book of the Month 

Kinsey: Crimes and Consequences, 
Judith A. Reisman, Ph,D,, The Insti
tute for Media Education, 1998, 323 
pps., $24,95, 

Dr. Reisman's important book ex
poses in detail the fraudulent and crimi
nal sex "research" conducted by Indi

ana Univer
sity zoologist 
Alfred C. 
Kinsey, 
Kinsey's pub
lication of 
Sexual Behav
ior in the Hu
man Male in 
1948 made 
him the undis
puted author

ity on human sexuality. Sexual Behav
ior in the Human Female followed in 
1953, and the supposedly "scientific" 
material in these two volumes earned 
Kinsey the title "father of the Ameri
can sexual revolution," 

Crimes and Consequences is the 
culmination of30 years ofresearch by 
Dr, Reisman. She documents how 
Kinsey collected data on "child sexu
ality" from what he called "scientific 
observers" who were actually 
pedophiles, More than 2,000 children 
(some of them infants) were victims of 
sexual experimentation in absolute se
crecy, and Reisman shows how "this 
deception was carefully nurtured and 
maintained by the Kinsey Institute, In
diana University, the National Re
search Council, and the Rockefeller 
Foundation," 

The book also exposes the fraud in 
Kinsey's research involving adults. 
Most of his adult subjects were prison 
inmates and sex offenders. When nor
mal interviewees denied engaging in 
deviant sexual acts, the "researchers" 
either disregarded the data or only re
corded answers that they determined 
were "truthful," 

While Dr. Reisman's revelations 
about the child molestation by the 
Kinsey Institute are shocking, the 
widespread consequences of Kinsey's 
"research" are just as disturbing, His 
"far-reaching legal legacy" includes 
the altering of America's sex crime and 
obscenity laws, which opened the door 
to attacks on traditional marriage and 
morality. 

Kinsey's "findings" have been 
proven bogus by honest research, but 
they are nonetheless the basis for nearly 
all sex and AIDS education programs 
in the schools. Reisman shows how a 
myriad of social ills, including sex 
crimes, sexually transmitted diseases, 
illegitimacy, psychological disorders, 
divorce, and suicide have resulted from 
Kinsey's crimes, 

Write The Institute for Media Edu
cation, P.O. Box 7404, Arlington, VA 
22207, phone 1/800-837-0544, 



By Eleanor G. Campbell 

Americans have become so inundated 
with new concepts and new words that 
we often use them without being aware 
that, while we weren't listening, the 
meanings changed. "Assessment" is one 
of these words. We've come to use it 
casually, believing that it still means the 
same thing as an achievement test. But 
what is an "assessment test" and how does 
it compare to an "achievement test"? 

Almost all adults have taken an Iowa 
Basic Skills Test or Califor
nia Achievement Test 
(CAT). We remember the 
true/false questions, the mul
tiple-choice questions, the 
grammar and math prob
lems. Such achievement 
tests measure academic 
knowledge. They are cognitive (aca
demic) tests that hold students, teachers 
and schools accountable. Achievement 
tests measure what a student should know 
in comparison to other students at the 
same grade leveL They are "norm refer
enced" against a body of knowledge that 
should be common to each child in a par
ticular grade. 

Because achievement tests are mea
sured against a standard body of knowl
edge, they can be used to compare the 
level ofknowledge among individual stu

dents, entire classes and schools, and 
among the states. They can be used to 
compare the rise and fall of educational 
achievement from year to year. These 
cognitive tests have shown a great decline 
in scores over the past 20-plus years, 
which has caused Americans to question 
the quality of public education. Some 
have blamed everything from the lack of 
funds to administrative problems to bro
ken homes, poverty, absent fathers, and 
single parenting, for the drop in test 
scores. While we were pondering these 
important but peripheral culprits, the edu
cational establishment ( educrats) changed 
the game plan. 

The educrats concluded that "tradi
tional" education was too "content laden," 
that is, based on learning specific amounts 
of material in measured amounts of "seat 
time." Meanwhile, in the educrats' opin
ion, many students were struggling with 
low self esteem and other social problems 
brought on by society (primarily parents). 
The educrats determined that the mission 
of the school is not to educate, but to help 
students with problems that they view as 
having been thrust upon the school by 
society, failing to realize that no one asked 
them to assume such a burden. Their goal 
shifted from teaching academics to the 
affective area (values, attitudes, beliefs, 
and behaviors). Teachers became 
coaches or facilitators (of change). 

In the process, the ability to measure 
and compare results has been greatly di
minished, and educational accountability 
has been made difficult, if not impossible. 
Without accountability, no finger point
ing can occur, and the taxpayer/parent can 
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• • Assessment vs@ Achievement Tests 
no longer discern what, if anything, his 
child is learning or who is at fault if the 
child fails. It seems that the whole re
structuring program is designed to obfus
cate both learning and accountability, 
while our society is being transformed 
without our knowledge, pem1ission, or 
willing cooperation. 

The affective area has little to do with 
learning and everything to do with atti
tudes, values, beliefs, and behaviors. It 
is social engineering in the classroom -
therapy, and even brainwashing - for 

"political correct
ness." It is about 
"critical think
ing," the criticism 
ofabsolute, time
honored values. 
It is about self es-
teem - not 

earned self esteem, but thinking well of 
oneself regardless of one's performance. 
It is about "cooperative learning" (group 
thought and consensus), "politically-cor
rect'' decision making, being a "good lis
tener" (hearing and agreeing with what
ever is presented), and being a "good 
communicator" (having learned to ad
vance the programmed propaganda that 
has been taught). 

All these things cannot be measured 
by "old fashioned" achievement tests, 
hence the development of the new edu

cational measuring instrnment, the assess
ment! Assessments are designed to mea
sure changes in attitudes, values, beliefs, 
and behaviors. Each state must create its 
own assessment - an expensive proce
dure required by Goals 2000 - in order 
to prove that the state is meeting the goals 
of its restructuring plan. That plan must 
meet federal 
goals and re-
quirements be- ASSESSMENTS 

cause funding 
and approval de
pend on those re
sults. 

Assessment 
tests are de
signed to find out 
whether a child is 
"inwardly" influ
enced or con
trolled. That is, 
does the child 

ARE USED TO 

MEASURE THE 

BEHAVIORAL 

CHANGES OF 

OUTCOME-

BASED 

EDUCATION" 

have a strong central core of values, or is 
he externally controlled by peers, teach
ers, trends, fads, etc.? For purposes of 
achieving behavior modification, it is best 
if the "learner" is strongly influenced by 
externals. The test results are used to re
direct the influences that affect the child's 
ability to respond "correctly." Orwellian? 
Yes, and it's happening now. 

If concerned parents and citizens 
would look at the "outcomes" contained 
in every local or state educational restruc
turing program, they would realize that 
they are basically identical. These out
comes are all primarily aimed at the af
fective area - attitudes, values, beliefs, 
and behaviors, which can't be measured. 

Therefore, assessments are used to mea
sure the behavioral changes of outcome
based education. They tell the therapist/ 
teacher/facilitator whether the student has 
absorbed the bits of conditioning mate
rial fed to him A student or class does 
not move on until all the pupils have 
shown - by assessment- that they have 
achieved the right amount of condition
ing. This process requires hundreds of 
individual assessments by the facilitator 
during the course of a school year. The 
close monitoring of each s1.11dent is what 
Goals 2000 advocates mean when they 
assert that "every child can learn." 

Computers are excellent tools for this 
conditioning, as they can tirelessly repeat 
the same material. This is one of the real 
reasons for the rush to place computer 
technology in the classroom at ever-ear
lier ages, and to ensure that every child 
has access to them. Some schools require 
that kids not only use computers in class, 
but at home as well, even to the point of 
providing a computer to the family who 
cannot afford one. Such is the desire to 
instill the conditioned responses that are 
necessary for students to do well on the 
assessment tests. 

The assessments are not norm-refer
enced, as are achievement tests. Assess
ments do not test a given body of knowl
edge at a given stage in a pupil's school
ing. Instead, they are "criterion refer

enced," with the criteria being a set ofbe
havioral outcomes and the processes used 
to attain those outcomes. Since they are 
presented in different ways to different 
classrooms of students who "learn" in dif
ferent ways, comparisons become impos
sible. Accountability disappears along 
with comparability, 

We could look at examples of assess
ments from many different parts of the 
country, but one of the most well-docu
mented is from Pennsylvania. Called the 
Educational Quality Assessment (EQA), 
it was eventually declared improper for 
the state's students by the federal govern
ment. However, rather than scrap the test, 
the educrats merely changed its name, and 
it is still in use. (See documentation in 
Educating for the New World Order by 
Beverly Eakman.) 

The EQA covers Self Esteem, Citizen
ship, Tolerance or Understanding Others, 
the World of Work and Work Attitudes, 
Flexibility or Coping with Change, Health 
Habits, Values Placed on Leaming and 
Human Accomplishments, and Interest in 
Creative Activities. Here are a few ex
amples of questions in various categories. 

Trne or False: 
"I often wish I were someone else." 
"I'm made to feel no good by my teacher." 
"I get upset easily at home." 
"I have a low opinion of myself." 
"I feel as though my parents are pushing 

me." 
"I don't receive much attention at home." 

Y(yes) M(might) N(i:w) 
A girl has a tern1 paper due in several 
days. The book she needs is not permit-

ted to leave the library. If! were this girl, 
I would sneak the book out of the library 
when I knew: 

a. I would be late with my paper if I 
couldn't get the book. Y M N 

b. I could return it without anyone 
knowing. Y M N 

c I didn't have enough time to com
plete my work at the library. Y M N 

There is a secret club called the Midnight 
Artists" They go out late at night and paint 
funny sayings and pictures on buildings. 
A student asked me to join the club. In 
this situation, I would join the club when 
I knew: 

a. My best friend asked me to join. 
YMN 

b. Most of the popular students were 
in the club. Y M N 

c. My parents would ground me if 
they found out. Y M N 

1 of 4 responses describing the student's 
degree of comfort: 

3. A cripple wants to become a dose 
friend. 

5. Someone who is much poorer than 
you wants to come over for dinner. 

9. A person of a much different reli
gion from yours wants to tell you about 
her or his beliefs. 

15. The school board decides to bus a 
group of students of a different race into 

your school. 

Agree, Mostly Agree, Mostly 
Disagree, Disagree: 
l. The prospect of working most of 

my adult life depresses me. 
3. The only good part of a job is the 

paycheck. 
8. I often wonder why I should try to 

decide upon a job when the future is so 
uncertain. 

20. I believe in working only as hard 
as I have to. 

24. I doubt that I could keep inter
ested in the same job for more than five 
to ten years. 

A great deal of time, Some time, 
Very little time, No time: 

I wanted contact lenses to replace my 
glasses. My parents said I could have 
them ifI kept my room clean for a month. 
I did it Then my parents said they 
couldn't afford the lenses. So I didn't get 
my contacts, If this happened to you, how 
much time would you spend on each thing 
listed below: 

1. Being upset. 
2. Fighting and arguing with my par

ents, 
3. Trying to understand why my par

ents couldn't get me the contacts. 
4. Learning to like my regular glasses 

more. 
5. Trying to get back at my parents. 

Someone in my class took a sharp object 
and carved a word in my desk. The 
teacher saw it and made me stay after 

(See Assessments, page 4) 
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sessments (Continuedfrompage3) -----

school. I said I didn't do it, but the teacher 
wouldn't believe me. If this happened to 
you, how much time would you spend on 
each thing listed below: 

6. Being upset 
7. Finding people who would say I 

didn't do it 
8. Trying to get back at the teacher 

for not believing me. 
9. Trying to understand the teacher's 

point of view. 
10. Trying to get back at the person 

who did it. 

Select one of the following -
Yr?s, l\'faybe, No: 

Morton is at a party with his friends. They 
pass around a marijuana cigarette and start 
to smoke it Ifl were Morton, I would 
stay at the party when I lrnew ... 

22. No one else wanted to leave. 
23. They would not make me smoke 

if I stayed. 
24. They would let me stay only ifI 

smoked. 

The Bettendorf Survey is another ex
ample of the type of nosy questionnaires 
that are being used as models for assess
ments. It asks such questions as: 

Do you think the United States was 
stolen from native Americans or do you 
think it was rightfully colonized by Eu
ropeans? 

Do you regard yourself as a bigot? 
Do you think homosexuality is a prob

lem society must deal with as strictly 
as possible? 

If you could eliminate an entire race, 
would you? (List by nationality or reli
gion.) 

If yes, which one? (Responses will 
not be published.) 

'vlfhich nationality or religion do you 
think is responsible for the decline of the 
U.S. economy? 

Which nationality or religion do you 
think is more susceptible to alcoholism? 

You can see that, on these assessments, 
the questions are open ended. Unlike 
achievement tests, assessment tests can
not be machine scored, and grading them 
is very subjective. Assessments are of
ten scored by two people who must agree 
on the value of an individual answer. If 
they cannot agree, a third person or a 
panel must determine the value, making 
the process very expensive. 

If your state does not have a law spe
cifically allowing you to preview an as
sessment test, you may be given only 
sample questions, Don't expect to receive 
the actual test questions. The best way to 
find out about specific questions is to ask 
your child. 

Even when assessments deal with aca
demic questions, the approach is differ
ent from that of an achievement test. 
Since OBE rarely deals with content or 
facts learned through rote memorization, 
such as mathematical tables, historical 
dates, or scientific laws, the content of 
such tests seeks different answers. The 
questions explore concepts and applica
tions that indicate how a student thinks 

or approaches a problem. This is an ex
amination of the "process." 

For example, instead of merely solv
ing a math problem involving fractions, 
the problem might be phrased to require 
the interpretation of a picture describing 
the problem, instead of expressing it in 
absolute terms. The question would not 
simply be: 1/2 x 1/3 =?. It might express 
the fractions as portions of a line and the 
student would have to interpret the con
cept. In an OBE classroom, this would 
be practiced as a group problem or dis
cussion ( cooperative learning) with no 
one being sure who had the real answer, 
until the teacher ( coach) would reveal it. 
History and science are approached :in the 
same way, with problem solving and con
cepts emphasized rather than facts. What 
a student "lrnows" now falls into the area 
of how he thinks or can apply thinking 
processes. 

In traditional teaching, wide areas of 
concrete knowledge are conveyed. 
Achievement tests are designed to mea
sure the degree to which each student has 
absorbed the tools of learning. The 
teacher does not "teach to the test"; con
sequently, students must study the entire 
course content The results are readily 
observable and comparative. Assessment 
tests avoid both and must be "inter
preted." 

In OBE, the test determines the cur
riculum and the facilitator teaches directly 
to the test. The outcomes, the curricu
lum, and the assessment must be in com
plete alignment, as in an assembly line, 
with the student as the product. OBE as
sessment tests work back from the out
comes, so that the method of gaining a 
specific behavior, value, attitude, or be
lief can be assured. Again, it is the as
sessments that determine what must be 
taught, not the local school boards or com
mittees. People "at the top" of the edu
cation establishment design today's cur
ricula, making "local control" a thing of 
the past and school boards an anachro
msm. 

Schools become no longer places for 
the transmission of the lrnowledge and 
wisdom of the ages. They are laborato
ries for psycho-social experimentation. 
Your children are the guinea pigs and 
your tax dollars are paying for the experi
ments. 

Suggested Reading: 
Wolves in Sheep's Clothing, various au
thors, 1995, Conscience Press, P.O. Box 
17346, Des Moines, IA 50317-0346. 
Back to Basics Reform or Skinnerian In
ternational Curriculum, Charlotte Iserbyt, 
1985, 1062 Washington St., Bath, ME 
04530. 
Goals 2000, Kathy Finnegan, 1996, 
Hearthstone Publishing Ltd., 500 Beacon 
Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73127. 
Pavlov's Children, Ann Wilson, 1994, 
J.W. Publishing Co., P.O. Box 455, St. 
Clair, MO 63077-0455. 

Eleanor Campbell is president of People 
for Responsible Educational Policy 
(P.R.E.P), Brentwood, New York. 

Squeezing Out hristmas 
The December issue of the newsletter 

Georgia Insight describes how Christmas 
is being squeezed out of American soci
ety. Americans are becoming conditioned 
to use trendy new phrases such as "Happy 
Holidays" as a generic Christmas greet
mg. 

The U.S. Capitol Historical Society's 
1999 Calendar recognizes 29 special dates 
but omits Christmas. Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday are mentioned, but as the 
newsletter points out, without the birth of 
Christ there can be no resurrection. 

Schools are squeezing out "Christ
mas." Easter holidays have for years been 
designated as "Spring Break," and now 
the Christmas holidays are referred to as 
"Winter Break" 

The inevitable result of this change in 
terminology is that holidays, i.e., HOLY 
days, are no longer aclrnowledged in the 
schools. Georgia Insight offers as an 
example the Lake Windward Elementary 
School in Fulton County, which in 1996 
distributed a calendar for November and 
December 1996 and January 1997. Pro
duced by Education Center Inc. and en
titled "The Teacher's Helper," it encour
aged the celebration of events in Decem
ber as follows: 

Dec. 1 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 12 
Dec. 15 
Dec. 16 

23 
Dec, 25 

DeafHeritsge Week 
Bathtub Party Day 
Diego Rivera Day 
Poinsettia Day 
Bill of Rights Day 
Ludwig van Beethoven 
Birthday 
Feast of Radishes 
Bi1ih of Clara Barton 
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There is no mention of Christmas. 
Rather, Clara Barton's birth is to be cel
ebrated on Dec. 25. Clara Barton's com
mendable accomplishments hardly 
qualify her as a replacement for Jesus 
Christ, even though she founded the 
American branch of the Red Cross, wrote 
several books, and earned the title "An
gel of the Battlefield" during the Civil 
War. 

The First Amendment to the U.S. Con
stitution does not ban Christmas or restrict 
individual, group, public, private or cor
porate expressions of religion. The re
striction is on Congress, which is prohib
ited from making any law restricting re
ligious freedom. 

The Georgia Insight newsletter notes 
that religious freedom does not stop at the 
schoolhouse door, and lists several court 
cases that permit schools and students 
to: 
♦ Sing religious Christmas carols in 
public schools - Florey v. Sioux Falls 
School District, 619 F.2d 1311 (8th Cir
cuit). 

♦ Teach the biblical origin of Christ
mas - Stone v. Graham, 449 U.S. 39, 
42 (1980). 

♦ Call the December vacation "Christ
mas Holidays" -Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 
U.S. 668,675,680 (1984). 

Other court decisions have found that 
public displays ofbiblical events, includ
ing Christmas, may be placed on public 
property (Lamb's Chapel, 113 S. Ct. at 
2446; Widmar, 454 U.S. 263; Mergens, 
496 U.S. at 24 7-5 I; Pinette, 115 S. Ct. at 
2447). ~ 
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