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Yale lTniversity students say coed living threa ns ecency 

NEW HA VEN, CT- Five Yale Uni
versity students have had the courage to 
challenge the rule that requires students 
to live in coed dormitories, where many 
engage in casual sex without shame and 
most use coed showers and toilets. The 
dormitory environment features the open 
availability of sex manuals and condoms, 
and attendance at safe sex lectures is re
quired of freshmen. 

The "Yale Five," as the media have 
labeled them, assert that this policy in
fringes on their constitutional right to 
practice their religion, which includes an 
obligation to observe chastity, decency 
and modesty. Yale, on the other hand, 
contends that dorm living is "a central part 
of Yale's education." 

The five students, who are Orthodox 
Jews, tried for more than 18 months to 
make a reasonable case to the university, 

but found officials recalcitrant. Observ
ers find this curious because the absolut
ism of the rule is recent. The 
rule applies only to freshmen 
and sophomores, and ex
empts students who are mar
ried or age 21 or over. 

The details of Yale's resi
dency policy have varied over 
time, but until 1996, the rule 
applied only to freshmen, and 
Yale also exempted students 
living at home with their 
families in the New Haven 
area. The university has ac
commodated religious objec
tions in other ways, such as 
by allowing students to use 
their meal plan in the kosher 
cafeteria of the privately-funded Jewish 
center, and by providing traditional metal 

Prospective School Teachers 
Fail Test in Massachusetts 

BOSTON, MA - Last spring, Mas
sachusetts joined other states in attempt
ing to weed out unqualified teachers by 
requiring that candidates for pub
lic school teaching positions take 
a basic skills test. The test was 
geared to an 8th grade level of 
competency. When 59% of the 
candidates failed, Massachusetts 
Education Commissioner Frank 
W. Haydu III suggested that the 
passing grade be lowered from~ 
77% to 66%, which would have 
raised the percentage of success
ful candidates to 56%. The state 
Board of Education agreed, and 
a majority voted to lower the 
standards despite opposition 
from some members, one of 
whom called the test results 
"frightening." 

Predictably, a public outcry followed 
the announcement of the results and the 
decision to lower the standards, with 
Haydu resigning amid the flap. 

The controversy centered on the read
ing and writing portion of the exam, since 
literacy is a basic requirement for teach
ers of all subjects. Easy words were mis
spelled, and grammar and syntax errors 
were numerous. Haydu accused Gover
nor Paul Cellucci, who is running for re
election, of politicizing the test results. 
Cellucci publicly deplored the Board of 
Education's move to lower the passing 
test grade and urged it to reconsider. 

Some critics blamed the test for the 

validated (it had), that it was racially bi
ased (though the score variations among 
the races were minimal), and that no study 

guide was provided (though the 
candidates were tested on ma
terial that prospective teachers 
could reasonably be expected 
to know). 

Education expert John 
Silber, chancellor of Boston 
University and chairman of the 
Massachusetts Board of Educa
tion, says he fears that the fo
cus on Massachusetts w:ill ob
scure the fact that the results of 
similar tests in other states are 
comparably dismal, and that the 
real problem is higher educa
tion. In a July 7 editorial in the 
New York Times, Silber 

charged that: "Grade inflation has 
reached the point where even outstand
ing students accepted at the best law 
schools are often deficient in writing skills 
and need remedial courses." He stated 
that standards are lowest in schools of 
education, which discourage the more 
qualified students from entering, and fur
ther noted that: "We would be justified 
in demanding that schools of education 
either raise their standards or shut their 
doors." 

On July 1, the Massachusetts Board 
of Education backed down from its deci
sion to lower the passing test score, and 
upheld the failure to achieve certification 
of nearly 60% of the state's prospective 
teachers. ~ 

keys to Orthodox students when they en
ter their dorms so they can avoid elec

tronic card-keys on the 
Sabbath. 

One of the Yale Five, 
Batsheva Greer, has 
older siblings who at
tended Yale using the 
local residence exemp
tion, and she assumed 
she could follow the 
same pattern when she 
entered the university 
last year. She and her 
family were amazed at 
having their request re
jected. 

Negotiations about 
the dispute with college 

officials continued for more than a year. 
One of the five students, Rachel 
Wohlgelrenter, went through a civil wed
ding three months before her planned re
ligious ceremony in order to avoid the 
rule. Two others paid the room fee of 
$6,850 for the 1996-97 school year, but 
lived elsewhere. By the time the second 
year of the dispute rolled around, the stu
dents declined to pay such a large fee for 

rooms they never entered. 
The Yale Five secured the pro bono 

services of one 
of the country's 
most prominent 
attorneys, 
Nathan Lewin 
of Washington, 
DC, who filed 
suit on their be
half, alleging re
ligious discrimi
nation. On July 
31, U.S. District 
Judge Alfred V. 
Covello dis
missed the suit, 
saying that, 

"THIS IS NOT A 

UNIQUELY 

JEWISH ISSUE, 

IT'S A MORAL 

ISSUE." 
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"The plaintiffs could have opted to attend 
a different college or university if they 
were not satisfied with Yale's housing 
policy." 

On August 8, the students announced 
they would appeal. Lewin said, "Yale has 
discriminated against these students and 
they will continue to stand up for their 
rights." 

While the Yale Five have made no ef

(,See Yale Five, page 4) 
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CHICAGO, IL - The 7th U.S 
Court of Appeals on August 11 upheld 
a 1996 district court ruling that the cc,m
rnon practice of using mandatory student 
foes to subsidize {mo5tly radical or 
leftwing) camvns groups vio
lates the First Amendment 
rights of 1,;tudents forced to pay 
the fees. 

Five University of Wiscon~ 
sin students brought suit be
cause portions of their $331. 50 
annual activities. fees were be-

+A :,,s+,;b)--, __ 
ing distributed to student groups and or• 
ganizations whose views they do not 
support, and whose beliefs are in con
met with their own, These groups -
including the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
Campus Center; the UW Greens; the 
Madison i\IDS Support Network, the 
Campus Women's Center; and Amnesty 
International - use the funds for lob
bying legislators, producing voter 
guides, and other political advocacy ac
tivities, 

The three•judge panel found that the 
students' right to "freedom of belief' 
outweighs that of"any go'l!ennn.ental in-

terest" The judges concludeq, that the 
university's fonding of private organi
zations engaged in political activities is 
not relevant to its "edticational mission," 
and that even if it were, l:here would 

ill 
'~ 

still be "no vital interest in 
compelled funding." 

Actording to the 
Northstar Legal Center, 
which represented the five 
students, the panel's finding 
i1,, in line with court decisions 
of the past two decades that 

have moved toward fi:,rcing state col
leges to change ·their disburseine~t pro
cedures for student activities foes. At
torney Jordan Lorence .called the ruling 
"very signifforu.1t" for students' rights, 
and said the University of Wisconsin 
would be ''the first big domino to fall." 

Observers say the decision will prob
ably not change the tnnnber or political 
slant of campus groups, but will likely 
trigger administrative headaches. Af
fected colleges wH1 have to devise a 
means for determining what groups in
dividual students want their fees to sup~ 

port. -;I 
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Embattled Illinois School Superin
tendent Joseph Spagnolo departs as 
the state's education chief. 
Spagnolo was at the center of a con
troversy last June when a pilot health 
test containing explicit sex questions 
was given to students at 61 Illinois 
high schools, mostly in the Chicago 
area. The test caused an uproar in the 
media, and sparked outrage among 
parents and community organizations. 

The Carron County, GA Boud of 
Commissioners voted unanimously 
to shut down a Teen Plus health 
clinic. Teen Plus clinics are operated 
throughout the state by county health 
departments whose funding is autho
rized by boards of commissioners. 
The decision to defund Carroll 
County's clinic came after concerned 
citizens and church leaders demanded 
action. Georgia's Teen Plus clinics 
are under fire because they perform 
tests, dispense contraceptives, and 
provide treatment for STDs to teen
agers without parental consent 

Spanish wm be mandatory at a sub
urban Chicago elementary school 
beginning with the 1998-99 school 
year. Pupils in the 2nd and 3rd grades 
at Highlands Elementary School will 
receive up to 20 minutes of manda
tory Spanish instruction four days per 
week starting in the second semester. 
The classes win be expanded each 
year until grades two through six are 
included. Startup cost of the program 
is $25,000, and will increase to 
$40,000 as more grades are added. 
The Highlands School District is only 
1.2% Hispanic. 

Congressman attacks high cost a:nd 
limited benefits of Head St:i!rt pro
gram. Rep. John Mica (R-FL) calls 
the program little more than costly 
daycare that requires "a small army" 
of bureaucrats whose salaries range 
from $40,000 to $80,000 per year. He 
charges that the average per-child cost 
of Head Start runs $2,200 more than 
the best preschool programs. Rep. 
Mica asserts that the program has 
abandoned its original mission of 
teaching poor children, and substitutes 
"glorified babysitters" for teachers. 
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Jury Verdict Overturned 
in Case of Fired Teacher 

ST. LOUIS, MO - The 8th U.S. Cir
cuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of 
the Ferguson-Florissant School District's 
dismissal of high school teacher Cecilia 
(Cissy) Lacks in 1995 for allowing her 
students to use profanity in class assign
ments. The ruling overturns a lower court 
decision that Lacks be reinstated with 
back pay, attorneys' fees, and $750,000 
in damages. Her lawsuit against the 
school district claimed that her First 
Amendment rights had been violated 
and that she had been dis
criminated . . .... ~ .. ~~ 
agarnst ,wi~-. __ 
because · 
of her 
race. Lacks is white; the school ad
ministrator and students were black. 

Lacks was fired for allowing her jun
ior English students to use four-letter 
words and racial epithets in plays that they 
wrote, performed and videotaped in class. 
Court records show that such words were 
used more than 150 times in one 40-
minute play. The videotapes came to the 
attention of the school principal when one 
of Lacks' students complained about the 
profanity. 

During an investigation, school district 
officials also found that Lacks had per
mitted students to read poetry containing 
profanity and graphic descriptions of oral 
sex aloud in class, and that she had al-

lowed obscenities to appear in the school 
newspaper, which was under her spon
sorship. 

Following the investigation, the school 
district formally charged Lacks with 
"willful or persistent violation of and fail
ure to obey school district policies." The 
superintendent recommended that she 
be terminated by the school board, and 
after hearing testimony from witnesses 
and reviewing the videotapes and other 
~ exhibits, the board agreed. 

L Lacks brought suit in 
state court, claiming that the 
school district policy against 
profanity did not clearly in
clude "creative expres

sion" in the classroom, 
and that her termination was discrimi
natory on the basis of race. When the 
lower court ruled in her favor, the school 
district: appealed. 

The higher court found that Lacks had 
in fact been sufficiently warned about the 
use of profanity by the school principal, that 
the school district policy was explicit, and 
that the district had a right to expect teach
ers to abide by it. The court also overturned 
the discrimination charge, noting that Lacks 
was fired by the school board and not by 
school administrators. The court ruled that 
the evidence clearly showed the board made 
an independent decision to terminate her, 
and that her race was not a factor, ,;S 
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New York Teachers May Sidestep Ed School 
The New York State Board of Regents 

voted i.n July to open the door to possible 
certification for prospective public school 
teachers based on their qualifications 
rather than on an education school degree. 
This is welcome news to many who con
sider schools of education to be dumping 
grounds for high school graduates who 
fail to be accepted elsewhere. 

Schools of education are notorious for 
their emphasis on liberal education theo-

induding "student centered learn
ing," "group learning," and "collabora
tive learning." These theories emphasize 
"feelings," "self esteem," and the role of 
the teacher as a "facilitator." 

In a July 20 op-ed piece in the New 

York Times, Heather MacDonald, contrib
uting editor at the Manhattan Institute's 
City Journal, says "the 'collaborative' 
group reigns supreme in the student-cen
tered classroom, where students allegedly 
teach each other." In fact, little or no 
learning occurs. 

She blames schools of education, 
which "promote group learning inces
santly," and says that their theories might 
be justified if they produced literate, 

' knowledgeable students. But they do not. 
MacDonald points out that "New York 

has the opportunity to lead the way" to 
change by expediting entry into the class
room of teachers "with a firm grasp of 
subject matter and basic skins." ';I 

Book of the Month 

Lon and Life at the Movies - Our 
Power to Love, Educational Guidance 
Institute, 1998, $55,231 pps. 

Love and Life at the Movies is a 
character-based abstinence education 

curriculum that 
includes com
plete, teacher
friendly lesson 
plans. It is de
signed for stu
dents :in grades 
6-12. The ob
jective of the 
curriculum is 
"to help ado
lescents build 
their character 

and make the ethical connection be
tween sexuality and love." 

The curriculum applies the prin
ciple that the educational use of clas
sic films can help adolescents gain un
derstanding and appreciation of the 
universal concepts and values depicted 
in timeless stories. The lesson plans 
promote a better understanding of re
lationships in love, marriage, and fam
ily life, while enhancing students' aca
demic development in critical thinking, 
vocabulary, and writing skills. 

Love and Life at the Movies divides 
the featured films into two categories 
according to plot and character com
plexity. Because younger students fare 
better with less complex plots and more 
concrete themes, the curriculum uses 
films such as Broken Arrow (1950), 
which teaches friendship, love and the 
virtues necessary for peace to prevail 
among people of diverse backgrounds 
and cultures, and Key Largo (1947), 
which conveys the meaning of moral 
courage in a dramatic and intimate con
frontation of good and evil. 

Older students can digest more com
plex themes, plot development, and 
characters, such as in The Man Who 
Knew Too Much (19 55), which teaches 
the importance of mutual respect in 
marriage and family collaboration in a 
crisis, and High Noon (1952), which 
depicts unity and commitment in mar
riage, and weaves in the connections 
of character, community and the com
mon good. 

The curriculum provides more than 
25 hours of lessons on love and life, 
conflict resolution, moral decision
making, character, commitment, 
friendship, marriage and family life. It 
combines diverse strands of instruction 
into one curriculum that can be used 
as the foundation for a full semester 
course, or integrated into existing 
courses such as health, psychology, so
ciology, social studies, or film criti
cism. 

Send$55,plus $5.00 shipping, to 188 
Berbusse Lane, Front Royal, VA 22630, 
or call (540) 6354420. 



A national School-to-Work (ST"W") 
Conference was held in Cleveland,. 
in June, with STW directors from most 
states in at
tendance. 

Diana 
Fessler, a 
duly-elected 
member of 
the Ohio 
State Board 

Educa
tion, repre
senting ap
proximately 
one million 
people, was 
barredfrom 
attending 
the strategy and task force meetings, and 
told that they were "closed. " Following 
is her letter to Richard Riley, Secretmy 
of the US Dept. of Education, and Alexis 
Hennan, Secretary of the US. Dept. of 
Labor, protesting the incident. 

M<.Ji.l(l!_;UIU<e:y, Bw.11,u f'r0k. ,;<:. l~lb.nli o...:.n,rnlk,, 

Dear Secretaries Riley and Herman: 

I am a duly-elected member of the 
Ohio State Board of Education (SBE) 
with approximately one million people re
siding inmy district Section 3301.07 (C) 
of the Ohio Revised Code directs the SBE 
to administer and supervise the allocation 
and distribution of all state and federal 
funds for education in Ohio, Ac
cordingly, I have an obligation to be fully 
informed regarding education matters af- . 
fecting my constituents. 

Seeking to stay abreast of School-to
w ork (STW), I made arrangements to at
tend a meeting sponsored by the National 
School-to-Work Office (NSTWO) on 
June 14-18, 1998, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Forty-three states and Puerto Rico were 
represented. I was formally introduced 
and welcomed from the podium by Ohio's 
STW director, and I attended the Sunday 
through Tuesday morning sessions with
out incident. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Ivan Chan1er 
ofthe Academy of Educational Develop
ment (operator of the NSTWO's Leam
ing Center) told me I could not attend his 
closed "strategy" meeting for the eight 
states that received first-round STW 
money. I find it incredible that those 
who claim that STW is good for kids, 
good for the economy, good for our na
tion, and worthy of replication find it nec
essary to conduct the public's business 
behind dosed doors, and I told him so. A 
woman nearby said, "Well, the FBI meets 
behind closed doors,°' and I thought to 
myself, "Good grief; this is worse than I 
thought; these people think a STW meet
ing is on par with an FBI operation." 

Mr. Chamer referred me to Ms. Irene 
Lynn, Interim Director of the NSTWO. 
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Board Member Barred from STW Meeting 
Letter from Diana Fessler to Secretary of Education .Richard Riley and Labor Secretary Alexis Herman. 

She confirmed that I was not welcome, 
saying: "It is just not an open meeting; it 
is a non-public meeting." I asked, "Who 

is paying for this meeting?" and she ac
knowledged that the taxpayers were. I 
asked who decided to keep me out and 
she said that she had. I asked what the 
NSTWO was trying to hide, and she 
said it was just a "working meeting," 
and that government workers often get 
together for such meetings, and noth
ing was being hidden. 

These were not routine staff meet
ings. Participants had flown in from all 
across the country to meet in a swanky 
hotel, at taxpayer's expense, to identify 
and discuss "obstacles" that they face 
in moving the STW agenda forward and 
to develop "strategies" to overcome 

those "obstacles." 
Ms. Lynn also told me that I could 

not attend the Communications Task 
Force meetings on Wednesday and Thurs
day. She said that legal counsel had al
ready been sought to determine whether 
I could be barred from their meetings, and 
that the decision was in the affirmative. I 
asked, "What would happen if someone 
that you didn't want to be here simply 
walked in, took a seat, and silently ob
served the meeting?" She replied: "We 
would shorten the meeting." 

Ms. Lynn attributed the "problem" to 
my "not understanding STW" and used 
the common, and offensive tactic of char
acterizing those who do not blindly em
brace STW as being "misinformed" or 
"lacking in understanding." When I 
pointed that Ms. Lynn corrected her
self and acknowledged that the "problem" 
is philosophical in nature, not informa
tional. 

It is no secret 
that I have seri
ous reservations 
regarding the 
STW system. I 
have researched 
it extensively, 
and I have made 
that research 
available to my 
constituents via 
my web site -
to the chagrin of 
STW devotees 
who seek to hide 
the full scope of 
STW from the 
American 
peopl.e for as 

"THIS BUREAU-

CRATIC TYR-

ANNY UNDER-

MINES OPEN, 

RATIOMAL DIS-

AGREEMENT, 

THE HALLMARK 

OF LIBERTY" IN 

THE ARENA OF 

GOVERNMENT." 

Miih iiikiWl 

long as possible using whatever means 
necessary. Thus, they attempt to conduct 
the people's business behind closed doors, 
or only in the presence of the "Enlight
ened." This bureaucratic tyranny under
mines rational, open disagreement -- the 
hallmark of ci.vil liberty in the arena of 
government 

To reaffirm that there was a concerted 
effort to bar me from the meeting, on 
Wednesday morning I entered the Com
munications Task Force meeting room 
and stood at the back of the room. 

Stephanie Powers, Director of Commu
nication & Public Affairs, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of 
Labor, Employment & Training Admin
istration; and Peter Woolfolk, Special 
Assistant for Communications, Voca
tional and Adult Education, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary, U. S. Department of 
Education, insisted that I leave. 

One can only wonder what NSTWO 
was trying to accomplish by barring me 
from the meeting. One might reasonably 
conclude that the decision to oust me was 
considered to be the lesser of two evils, 
i.e., the repercussions of doing so being 
less problematic than risking full disclo
sure of what took place during the meet
ings. I also found it troubling when Ms. 
Powers said that I need to understand that 
"Congress has provided for these business 
meetings"- implying that Congress 
would approve closed-door STW meet
ings. 

Ms. Powers said that she knew that we 
did not agree on STW. As I told Ms. Pow
ers, STW is not the issue - it is whether 
the general public, through their elected 
representatives, have access to critical 
public information regarding the work 
being done to re-shape our schools, our 
economy, and our system of government. 
She had no reply. Knowing that the meet
ing would have been "shortened" had I 
stayed, I left the hotel, but there are still 
questions that need to be answered: 

~ By what authority did Mr. Charner, 
Ms. Lynn, Ms. Powers, and Mr. Woolfolk 
bar me from the meetings? 

" Why was it imperative that the public's 
business be conducted behind closed 
doors? 

.. And, if STW is indeed good for kids 
and essential for the good of the economy, 
why must the details be kept hidden from 
public scrutiny? 

NSTWO has yet to provide me with 
copies of Ohio's Urban/Rural Opportu
nities Grants, claiming that they cannot 
do so unless the grantees give the 
NSTWO permission to do so. Any at
tempt to make the release of public 
records contingent on the one seeking the 
information first getting permission from 
the recipient of federal funds is absurd, 
but it does illustrate the extent to which 
your employees will go to restrict the flow 
of information. 

Therefore, pursuant to the Freedom Of 
Information Act, please see that I get a 
copy of each Ohio UROG grant includ
ing the budget narratives and appendices, 
as well as the following documents rel
evant to the June 14-18 STW meeting in 
Cleveland: the communication from le
gal counsel regarding closed-door meet
ings; all Requests For Proposals (RFP's), 
State Grant Applications (SGA's), and 
contracts (including facilitation and tech
nical assistance) with appendices and the 
budgets; a list of all disbursements includ-

ing date, amount, vendor, and purpose; 
all notes taken by staff and "recorders"; 
all overheads, handouts, background ma
terial, audio 
tapes, and vid
eos, and candi
date applica
tions, including 
resumes and ap
pendices, of 
those applying 
for the position 
of Director of 
the NSTWO. 

This is not a 
letter of com-

"THIS IS NOT A 

LETTER OF 

COMPLAINT, 

IT'S A DEC LA-

RATION -

YOUR PEOPLE 

ARE OUT OF 

plaint; it is a dee- CONTROL. " 
laration: your 
people are out of 
control. This letter also serves as formal 
notification that concealment of public in
formation, unless required for national se
curity, will not be tolerated. Furthermore, 
I am seeking legal counsel to determine 
if any state or federal laws have been bro
ken regarding this matter. 

The purpose of government is to serve 
the interests of the people - not to de
velop legislative agendas, refine imple
mentation strategies, and create market
ing plans behind closed doors. Apologies 
from bureaucratic bullies who willfully 
prevented me from gathering the back
ground information to enable me to carry 
out the duties of my office would be 
meaningless. Ms. Lynn, Ms. Powers, Mr. 
Woolfolk, and Mr. Chamer should be 
fired, and their positions filled by people 
who have a firm understanding of, and 
respect for, how representative govern
ment is supposed to work. 

Please give this letter your prompt at
tention. I look forward to receiving your 
personal letter of reply. 

On behalf of my constituents, 

<Diana 'M.. Pessfer 

Diana M. Fessler 
Ohio State Board of Education 
Third District 

cc: 
U.S. Senator Trent Lott 
U.S. Senator John Ashcroft 
U.S. Senator Michael DeWine 
U.S. Senator John Glenn 
Congressman Newt Gingrich 
Congressman Dick Armey 
Congressman Tom DeLay 
Congressman John Boehner 
Congressman Henry Hyde 
Congressman Peter Hoekstra 
Congressman Lindsey Graham 

Broadly distributed to interested parties. 

(Comments herein do not reflect the offi
cial policy of the Ohio State Board of 
Education unless specifically indicated.) 
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Edt1cation. Boarfl Takes No in ey Trend to Co1npulsory 
is Growing 

AUSTIN, TX -- Th,e Texas State 
Board of Education voted 8-4 in July to 
divest its Penn.anent School Fund of ap
proximately $45 million worth of stock 
in the Walt Disney Corporation. The 
board's action came after a year-long ef
fort led by the American Family i\sso
ciatfon (AF A) to educate members about 
the sex, violence, obscene language, and 
immoral themes contam.ed in Disney-pro
duced films, television programs and song 
lyrics. 

Education Board Chairman Jack 
Cl11islie said he ,vas persuaded to sell the 
stock after viewing clips of the Disney 
film "Pulp Fiction," which features 
graphic violence, drug use and siidomas
ochism. "Pulp Fiction" was produced 
under Disney's Miramax brand name, 
,'1._nother bo,ud member, Richard Neill, 
characterized Disney's entertairnnent as 
"garbage." 

Last summer, AF PJTexas chairman, 
Wyatt Roberts, presented the Board of 
Education with song lyrics produced by 
Disney's music label, Hollywood 
Records, that "advocate everything from 
suicid-e to setting people on fire!' Rob
erts called Disney "the corporate equiva
lent of Jekyll and Hyde," and accused the 
company of "doing some very nasty 
things through its lesser-knovim subsid
iaries. n 

Disney's portrayals of gay and lesbian , 
characters have created further contro-

versy, including those depicted in the 
ABC sitcom "Ellen" and the movie 
"Priest" about a Catholic priest who had! 
a relationship with another man. One 
Disney film touched off a storm of pro
test when it be,came knovm th3t the di
rector was a convicted child molester. 
Disney has also been criticized for extend
ing company insurance benefits to live
in pi:irtners ofhomosexi.ml employees, but 
not to 1.mmanied partners ofbeterosex.ual 
employees, and for allowing hom.osexual 
celebrations in its theme parks. 

Despite the fact that the co1ruo,rar10n 
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fmt to change universii.1 policy or dorm 
mores for others, arguing only for their 
own personal exemption on religious 
gn:mnds, W ohlgdrenter noted: "This is
su.e is not uniquely Jev\fish, it's a mornl 
issue." Publicity about the case has turned 
the spotlight 011 the immoral environment 
in college dormitories, i.n which Yale is 
not unique. 

The Yale Free Press :l!ccused the uni
versity of"a new pagan orthodoxy," stat
ing that, "When Yale was a conservative 

· place and liberals sought to change it for 
the better, Yale was wining to accommo
date them. But now that Yale is an over
whelmingly liberal campus, we find that 
traditional groups that ask much less 
costly accorrnn.odations a.re denied." 

A good sense of the dorm atmosphere 
can he gleaned from reading the student 
newspaper, the Yale Daily News, which 
published "Yafoxicon: Your indispens
able guide to understanding 'Yale 
Speak' " The definitions include: 

• "Com:J:1. Duty - Being forced to 
sle,e.p on a cmmnon room couch because 
your roommate and his/her significant 
other want some time alone together." 

o ''Se:rlie - Banishment from your 
dorm room because your roommate is 
having more fun than you." 

~ "Walk of Shame - When you 
find yourself in rumpled evening wear, 
walking to your dorm from someone 
else's room early in the morning." 

Wl::rile some si11dents support the con
cept of coed. living, others admit that the 
permissiveness in the dorms "sometimes 
makes them uncomfortable." One male 

student observed: 'Tm a senior and have 
my own room, but I have to share a bath
room with three women. I'll be in there 
brushing my teeth and they'll come in and 
well, it's kind of weird." Some of the 
dorms have single-sex floors, but separa
tion is never enforced, and mixing is not 
only tolerated, but expected" As another 
student put it: "If you don't participate, 
you're a weirdo, a 'sex:ile.' " 

Another one of the Yale Five, Elisha 
Hack, said: "We object to the fact that you 
have men staying overnight on the 
women's floors; women staying over
night on the men's floors; and bath.moms 
that kind of get wishy-washy as to 
whether they're men's or women's,'' 

Rabbi Daniel Greer, father of Batsheva 
Greer, believes an important by-product 
of the students' struggle has been to raise 
the level of consciousness regarding the 
inappropriate moral climate in college: 
dormitories in general. "Unfo1tunately," 
Greer says, "many parents and prospec
tive students have simply been unaware 
of the extent of the problerrL" 

The liberals, who are now the ruling 
class at Yale and most college campuses, 
preach the dogma of tolerance, diversity, 
and nonjudgmental acceptance of all 
lifestyles, The admissions system, the 
curricula, the kitchens, the activities, and 
the campus groups have welcomed an 
sorts of nontraditional and offbeat pur
poses and special interest groups. 

But, it seems, the traditional lifestyle 
of chastity and modesty is not acceptable, 
Tolerance and diversity don't extend that 
far, 

~ 

failed to blink at the nevvs of the stock 
sale and publicized a stoclc price increase, 
Roberts says the dive11tihi.re could have 
serious implicat10ns. 0th'3r Texas agen
cies th::it invest in Disney indude the 
Te::i.chern Retirement System and the 
Texas Empfoy1nent Retirement System, 
whose combined stock portfolios total 
nearly $300 million.. 

In 1997, the Southem Baptist Conven
tion approved a well-publicized boycott 
of the corporation's movies, theme parks, 
and the Disney-owned ABC television 

network. ~ 

• • 

The practice of requiring children to 
perform com.munity service as part of 
their education is becoming increasingly 
trendy across America. More and more 
school districts are requiring this as a con
dition of graduation, 

Lawsuits filed in several states over the 
past fow years charge that compulsory com
munity service is little more than "sanc
tioned sfa.ve1y," A Pennsylvania court chal
lenge by two female students who were not 
allowed to graduate because they refused 
to complete 60 hours of mandatory service 
resulted in the court upholding the school 
district's right to impose such requirements 
(See Education Reporter, Oct. 1997). 

Many educators view the community 
service requirement as a natural extension 
ofleami11g in the classroom, where students 
"go outside .i.nd do something else." They 
claim some students improve academically 
and that troublesome students require less 
discipline when they are involved in out
side activities. TI1ese educators say service 
experiences help students learn interactive 
ski.Us, create civic awareness, and "make 
the kids feel good." 

Others argue that taking students out of 
the classroom, especially those who are al
ready struggling, offers no advantage and 
may do more harm than good. They point 
to other ways of improving academics, such 
as greater accountability and higher perfor

mance levels among teachers" " 

Fictio e1i1 La11ds Teen 
in. Hospital hiatric Ward 

KINGSTON, NY - Kingston High 
School freshman Robe1t Stango vvrote a 
poem about suicide called "R11ymes and 
Reasons" for an after school club. He 
unlr.nowingly left a page of the poem be" 
hind in one of his classes. When the 
teacher found it, she notified school offi-

setting off a chain of events that 
landed him in a local hospital psychiatric 
ward for over four 

School officials who interviewed Rob
ert dubbed the poem "a cry for help." 
They persuaded his mother that he was 
"a danger to himself and to 
urged her to allow hun. to be w .... ~1nuu.,"''"'"' 

for observation, She reluctantly agreed. 
After 11,"""''"""nm that the poem was 

fictional, and that her son hl:id vmtten it 
for an assignment from the viewpoint of 
a divorced adult male, Mrs. Stango vvas 

furious. She claimed the school's reac
tion was more in response to the recent 
spate of school shootings than to any 
threat posed by her son. She admitted that 
there had been some arguments between 
herself and Robert, but characterized the 
15-year-old as "a normal kid." 

Robert was admitted to the Benedictine 
Hospital psych ward on an "emergency 
order," which generally means a patient 
can be kept for 72 hours. However, 
four days passed before hospital officials 
agreed that he was "normal," and released 
hirn into his mother's custody. 

Mrs. Stango now says she wants to en
sure that no one else will have to endure 
what she and her son went through. She 
has retained a la,vyer, who claims that 
Robert's first amendment rights were vio
lated the school. -J 

'Suicide Prevention' Programs Introduce Topic to Stµdents 
Suicide prevention programs have 

been. part of public education since fue 
mid• 1980s, and a debate has ~;ged among 
parents. ::md. ed.ucatots eve1 since over 
whethet' the comses pr~wm.t suicide or 
encourage contemplation abmJ.t death. 

Suicide c1Jrricufa Iypi:caHy teach Qds 
the suidde "warning signs,"' and e.ocour, 
age thetn to confide in <:counselors or call 
a hot tine if the>' recognize any Qf the signs 
among themselves or their friends (See 
Education Reporte,, J11ty 1997), 

Critics ~oniplain thlt suicide lessons 

can have .an unintended impact by in
troducing the subject i.uto the minds of 
itl".pres-sionable child.ten_ who may oth
erwise never eonte:mplate suicide or 
death. A 1990 Columbia University 
study found that sn.oh courses oftenp()r~ 
tray suicide attempts as .a relatively com
mon way of dealing with problems 
ratherthal'.l.as tbe actof clcspen:tte.peop1e 
suffering .from mental illness. It th~
fore comea as no mrprise that the topic 
of suicide appears in studMts'! creativ~ 
assignments, .~ 


