
EDU I REPORT 
Minnesota's 'Profile of Learning' in Chaos 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN - The State 

Board of Education (SBE), along with 
Minnesota's Department of Children, 
Families and Leaming (DCFL), has 
proposed a new Graduation Rule, which 
will be implemented in the fall of 1998 
unless the state legislature acts to prevent 
it. The Minnesota House is considering 
a delay in the implementation ofthe Rule 
due to increasing grassroots opposition. 
The Senate narrowly rejected a similar 
effort in February. 

At the heart of the controversy is the 
new Rule's "Profile of Leaming," which 
has prompted concern and criticism from 
teachers, parents, education experts, 
legislators, and conservative groups. The 
Profile requires high school students to 
master 10 "learning areas" that are 
broken down into 48 specific subjects 
called "content standards." Subjects 
such as English and History will be 
replaced by categories such as "read, 
view and listen." 

Elementary-school, junior-high and 
middle-school students will also face 

additional learning profile requirements. 
For each "profile standard," teachers will 
have to design a "performance package," 
a complex mixture of tasks that may not 
jibe with what they're already teaching. 
If teachers lack the time or inclination to 
design the packages, DCFL will provide 
"sample packages" for them, which 
raises grassroots concerns about a "state 
curriculum." 

The Center of the American Experi
ment in Minneapolis lists additional 
complaints about the "Profile of Leam
ing," including: 
• Many excellent educators are dropping 
great lesson plans and teaching techniques 
to adopt "performance packages" from 
the state. Doing their own packages takes 
too much time and papetwork, and they 
face possible rejection from the DCFL. 
• Cost is out of control. A DCFL audit 
showed that the Profile of Leaming is 
going to cost more than $180 million to 
implement fully. (Other estimates have 
reached as high as $194 million over two 
years.) 

So Carolina Ki11de14 gartners 
Undergo Genital Exams 

AIKEN, SC - For the past two 

years, students have been given school 
physicals that include visual 
inspection of the genital area" of 
'kindergarten children. The exams were 
performed by school nurses under 
sc:hooldistrict's contract with the South 
Cru-olina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (OHEC). 

Acc9rding to Rebekah Sutherland, a 
candidate.· for South Carolina State 
Superintendent of . Edu~aHon, "The 
parents had to sign ma.ny papers at the 
kindergarten orientation. They were 
hurried, and no explanations were given. 
Virtually all the parents gave consent 
without knowing that genital exams 
would, be: given·. to all children;" · On~ 
parent . Coil1111~nted . that this kind of 
testfu.g ,;should be liandleQ by a trained 
physician. in a hospital, clinic or doctor's 
office, 11ot in the :pub He sch9ols." 

The exams ~re·authorize.d under the 
Goals 2000 goal #1, "School Readi~ 
nes~tand by the stare docuin.ent,Putting 
Children and Families First. "Time 

lines for implementing .. each of the 
national goals are included in this 
document,'; says Sutherland, most 
legislators have never read it Our 
Govern.or, David Beasley,. hasworked to 
implement Goals . 2000, However, 411.e 
Republican platform in South Carolina 
states: 'Along with our national Republic 
can leadership, we repudiate the new 

national goals, termed Goals 2000, and 
join the call for the abolition of the U.S. 
Department of .Education.' " 

A report distributed to state school 
superintendents from the DHEC last 

year included 
a cover letter 

''THIS IS 

OUTRAGEOUS 

BEHAVIOR BY 

A PUBLIC 

SCHOOL 

SYSTEM.'' 

that stated: 
''This report 
conftrms the 
rieed to esfab
lishtheSchool 
Healtl1 Nurse 
Program with 
state funding 
to assure that 
ALL school 
districts and 
ALL CHIL
DREN 
Sou.th 

. lina receive preventive h~alth services. " 
A letter to. the editor of the Aiken 

Standard newspaper summed up the 
position of many parents on the genital 
exams by stating: "This is. outrageous 
behavior by a public school system.'' 

· The authors advised parentsto raise such 
questions as: ''WliC> will be the 'medical 
expert' · to peJfonn the· school medical 
exatns? What. wiU happen when a parent 
is falsely accused of molestation? Why 
is the school looking at kindergartners? 
Is there an agenda to broaden the 
examination in a few years?" 

e Loss of local control. 
475 Pages per Child? 

In a Feb. 17, 1998 letter to their 
colleagues, State Representatives Marty 
Seifert (R) and Gene Pelowski (DFL), 
both school teachers, expressed "deep 
concerns" about the Profile of Leaming. 
"Although not known to very many 
people," they wrote, "the Proposed 
Permanent Rules have been submitted 
and will have the force of law unless the 
legislature does something to correct the 
situation." 

Their letter also stated that, "In these 
rules, the statement 'A student shall ... ' 
is used over l 00 times. On the state 
mandated 'Performance Packages,' 
paperwork is outlandish. We compiled 
state sample packages needed to fulfill 
content standards in order to graduate. 
For each child, there were 475 pages of 
paperwork. For a class with 300 
graduates, this would mean over 142,000 
pages of information." Seiffert and 
Pelowski have been active in the effort to 
derail the Profile in the legislature, at 
least until "some corrections" are made. 

In early 1997, the Minnesota Legis
lature granted the SBE the authority to 
require a state test and test guidelines in 
order to monitor the progress of every 
student. The testing requirement was 
part of Minnesota's compliance with 
Goals 2000. In response, political 
analyst, businessman, and gubernatorial 

candidate Allen Quist stated, "Minnesota 
is now establishing a state curriculum, 
which is really a disguised national 
curriculum. It's so detailed that some 
teachers are correctly calling it 'lesson 
plans.' Other teachers are saying, 'We 
aren't teachers anymore, we are now 
technicians.' " 

Diversity Resurrected? 
Many 

Minnesota 
citizens 
fear that 
the new 
Gradua
tion Rule 
will res
urrect the 
" E d -
ucation 
Diversity 
Rules," 
w hi Ch 
were de-

Katherine Kersten 

veloped and proposed last year by the 
State Board of Education, but then 
rejected by the board in January. 
According to Annette Meeks of American 
Experiment, "the same diversity 
component will very likely be 
incorporated into the Profile of Learning, 
and in the statewide tests." 

In an article in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune last October, Katherine Kersten, 

See Profile, page 2 

U~S. Math Scores Fail the Test 
Results from the Third International 

Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 
show a continuing decline among U.S. 
high school seniors in math and science. 
American students ranked 19th out of 21 

countries in 
general math 
skills, with 
only Cyprus 
and South 
Afucashow
ing poorer 
results. 
Among aca
demically
advanced 
students, the 

U.S. ranked 15th in math among the 16 
nations that participated in the advanced 
tests, with only Austria ranking lower. 

The study found that U.S. students did 
fairly well in both math and science at 
the 4th-grade level, but that by 8th grade, 
they ranked in the middle in science and 
below average in math. U.S. schools are 
apparently failing to build on those skills 
as students move into middle school. 

In an article in the March 9 US. News 

& World Report, education writer John 
Leo offers some dues as to why Ameri
can students performed so poorly. "The 
U.S. tolerates a high number of unquali
fied or barely qualified teachers - almost 
a third of math teachers and half of physi
cal sciences teachers did not major or 
minor in these subjects at college." An
other factor is that the teaching colleges 
are, says Leo, "pervaded by social atti
tudes that work against achievement, one 
of which is the heavy emphasis on feel
ings, subjectivity, and self-esteem at the 
expense of actual learning and thinking." 

A Feb. 27 editorial in the Washington 
Times opined that "U.S. high school se
niors are among the least prepared stu
dents on the planet in the fields of sci
ence and mathematics." The Times 
pointed out that, "In the 15 years since 
the landmark evaluation 'A Nation at 
Risk: The Imperative for Educational 
Reform,' inflation-adjusted spending has 
increased by more than $100 billion per 
year, representing a 35% increase per 
student." While teachers' salaries have 
also risen by nearly one-third, the Times 

See Math, page 4 
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Homescbooled students face dis
criminatory mies when applying 
for admittance to state colleges in 
Georgia. Homeschooled students' 
applications are being considered only 
if they include four SAT subject tests 
with scores in the top 15% of public 
school students. More rules are be
ing proposed in Georgia and other 
states, reflecting a setback for the 
homeschool movement nationwide. 
At the same time, homeschooled stu
dents are doing better on the ACT tests 
than their classroom-educated coun
terpai1s. 

A fu.H U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
has ruled that teachers don't have 
a First Amendment right to deter
mine cunkulum. An award-win
ning high school drama teacher in 
Buncombe County, NC filed suit 
claiming her rights were violated 
when she was transferred to a middle 
school. The transfer came after her 
advanced class performed a controver
sial play, Independence, which in
cluded profanity, sexual promiscuity, 
adultery, homosexuality, and blas
pheming the name of Jesus. The un
usual 7-6 decision by the 4th U.S. Cir
cuit Court overturned a previous rul
ing from a three-judge panel. 

The Center for Equal Opportunity 
bas filed suit against the Albuquer
que (NM) Public Schools on behalf 
ofm:m.-Hispank parents whose cllil
dnm have been falsely classified as 
Hispanic. The state provides funds 
for language-minority students only if 
they are enrolled in bilingual educa
tion programs. APS is accused of 
falsely labeling children in order to 
collect from state coffers. 

A mmtionwide survey of college 
freshmen reveals they were bored 
during their senior yeu in high 
school, and lack interest in politics 
:md civic involvement. At the same 
time, students expressed high expec
tations for graduating from college 
with honors and for achieving post
graduate degrees. At least one expert 
attributed these high aspirations to the 
"grade inflation" and esteem-building 
the students experienced during their 
elementary and high school years. 
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is published monthly by Eagle Forum 
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fre., St. Louis, MO 63105, (314)721-
1213. Editor: Sue Kunstmarm. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the persons quoted and should 
not be attributed to Eagle Forum Edu
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Profile (Continued from page l -------------

then-chairman of American Experiment, 
provided details of the rejected "Education 
Diversity Rules." She said they "have 
the potential to transform our schools 
almost beyond recognition. They give 
state bureaucrats power to dictate 
everything from what our elementary 
schools can teach about the Aztecs (for 
fear of offending), to the racial and 
socioeconomic makeup of our high 
school orchestras and football teams." 

Kersten's article describes how the 
Rules would force school districts to 
target "at least three disparities at a time." 
For example, are there "too few" 
American Indians in. the chess club or 
"too few 'free or reduced lunch' 
students" in honors English? The state 
would decide acceptable ratios, and 
would require districts to "have a plan -
with timetables - to bring the numbers 
into line with middle-class white 
statistics." 

The Rules further mandated that 
outstate districts hire paid consultants to 
counsel them on the "proper mix of 
inhabitants." AU districts would be 
required to "reeducate teachers, whose 
'stereotyping' and 'negative' attitudes 
often promote 'racism, sexism, and 
handicappism.' " 

Diversity Rules or a Far Left Agenda? 
The publicity about the Diversity 

Rules triggered a storm of controversy. 
Minneapolis lawyers John H. Hinderaker 
and Scott W. Johnson stated that "careful 
scrutiny of the Rules and their accom
panying Statement of Need and 
Reasonableness shows that the underlying 
intent is malignant, not benign. Rather 
than representing a confused but well
meaning effort to improve the educational 
performance of minority students, the 
Rules represent a carefully calculated 
effort to advance a far-left political 
agenda." 

Amidst the outcry, two newly-ap
pointed board members introduced a 
motion to defeat the proposed Rules at 
the SBE's January meeting. The motion 
carried and the Rules were withdrawn. 

But that was not the end of the story. 
The Minnesota Family Council has 

published comments from education 
experts on the new Graduation Rule. 
The Council quotes former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of Education Diane Ravitch as 
saying, "In the area of social studies, the 
Minnesota standards are among the worst 
in the nation. They are vague; they give 
no direction to teachers, assessment 
developers, students or parents. They are 

a missed opportunity to introduce 
youngsters to the excitement of learning. 
I advise the state to toss them out and start 
over." 

In a 1997 report on "Making Stan
dards Matter," the American Federation 
of Teachers stated that "none of the 
subjects in. the Profile of Leaming is 
detailed and comprehensive enough to 
establish a common core of knowledge 
and skills for Minnesota's children." 

Even one of Minnesota's DCFL's 
audit reports notes, "As different as the 
Profile of Leaming is from current 
graduation requirements used by school 
districts, the risk of failure is relatively 
low. That is, while more students will 
have to participate in more learning 
activities than is probably the case today, 
not much more than participation is 
required to fulfill graduation re
quirements." 

In a Feb. 8 article entitled "How the 
Profile of Leaming Will Work," the Star 
Tribune featured one of the performance 
packages, positioning it as "the new, 
improved lesson plan." The package 
directs students to research the history of 
their school building and site, divides 
them into groups to conduct interviews 
and analyze documents, and finishes by 
requiring a "one or two page paper 
explaining what they learned. " 

According to Katherine Kersten, the 
"Profile of Leaming" was sold in the 
name of rigor and accountability. 
"Unfortunately," she says, ''in many 
respects, it is likely to deliver the 
opposite, while draining the treasury and 
throwing students' and teachers' lives 
into chaos." ~ 
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Vh:1dicating the Founders: Race, Sex, 
Class, and Justice in the Oritlns or 
America, Thomas G. West, 1997, 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 
179 pps., $22.95 

Given the hostility with which 
many contemporary scholars regard 
America's Founding Fathers, Thomas 
West's book is a welcome reclamation 
of our country's heritage. 

West constructs his "vindication" 
.w,o,.,,,.,, I by build-

,, \ 0, 

,-*:❖c OF _\MERICA ;,vi"",( 

ing upon 
the fram
ers' own 
words, 
pointing 
out, for 
example, 
that to a 
man the 
Founders 
believed 
slavery 
was mor

ally wrong. He writes that, "By the end 
of the founding era, more than a hun
dred thousand slaves had been freed by 
the outlawing of slavery in seven of the 
original 13 states." He argues that the 
groundwork was laid during the found
ing period for the eventual abolition of 
slavery in "the establishment of the 
equality principle at the center of the 
American polity by Jefferson, Madison, 
Franklin, Hamilton, Adams, Washing
ton, and other leading Founders." 

The book also challenges the liberal 
assertion that the Founders were sexist. 
"Women were understood by everyone 
to be included in the 'all men' (all hu
man beings) who are created equal," 
West writes. "The Founders saw men 
and women as having equal importance, 
but different roles in the family and so
ciety." In the founding era, the protec
tion of rights of both men and women 
went hand-in-hand with the core belief 
in lifelong marriage and the family. 

In response to the charge that the 
poor were excluded from the democratic 
process in. the Founding era, West as
serts that the electorate was comprised 
of nearly 90% of free males. The 
Founders emphasized the protection of 
private property rights "as a necessary 
means for the poor to escape the kind 
of subjugation by the wealthy that they 
had experienced in Old Europe." 

West laments how it "sometimes 
seems as if the American Founders have 
no admirers except among those who 
are relatively uneducated." He success
fully refutes both liberals, who accuse 
the Founders of"mean-spirited elitism," 
and conservatives, who claim that the 
Founders "believed in equality too 
much." He advises Americans not to 
squander our "brave and noble heri
tage." 

Call National Book Network at 
1-800-462-6420. 



Pretty Good not 
Good Enough 
There once was a pretty good 

student, 
Who sat in a pretty good class 
And was taught by a pretty good 

teacher, 
Who always let pretty good pass. 

He wasn't terrific at reading, 
He wasn't a whiz-bang at math. 
But for him, education was 

leading 
Straight down a pretty good path. 

He didn't find school too exciting, 
But he wanted to do pretty well, 
And he did have some trouble with 

writing 
And nobo~y 11.ad taught him to 

spell. 

When doing arithmetic problems, 
Pretty good was regarded as fine. 
Five plus five needn't always add 

up to be 10, 
A pretty good answer was nine. 

The pretty good class that he sat 
lll 

Was part of a pretty good school. 
And the student was not an 

exception, 
On the contrary, he was the rule. 

The pretty good school that he 
went to 

Was there in a pretty good town, 
And nobody there seemed to 

notice 
He could not tell a verb from a 

noun. 

The pretty good student in fact was 
Part of a pretty good mob. 
And the :l:i:rst time he knew what 

he lacked was 
When he looked for a pretty good 

job. 

It was then, when he sought a 
position, 

He discovered that life could be 
tough, 

And he soon had a sneaky 
suspicion 

Pretty good might not be good 
enough. 

The pretty Bood town in our story 
Was :earl ~! a pretty good state, 
Which had yretty good aspirations, 
And prayed for a pretty good fate. 

There was once a pretty good 
nation, 

Pretry :eroud of the greatness it 
had, 

Which learned much too late, 
If you want to be great, 
Pretty good is, in fact, pretty bad. 

From "The Osgood File," 
Charles Osgood,© 1986, CBS Inc. 
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School Board Candidate Questionnaire 
Please type or print your name and address. Indicate your position on the following issues by placing a mark in the 
appropriate box. You can expand on your answers by writing on the back of this form or attaching a separate sheet. 

Name: _______________ Phone (H): ______ _ Phone (W): _____ _ 

Address: _______________ City/State/Zip _______________ _ 

School District: 

ACADEMICS 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

□ Yes 

POLICY 

□ Yes 

D Yes 

D Yes 

D Yes 

D Yes 

D Yes 

D Yes 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

□ No 

0 No 

□ No 

PARENTS' RIGHTS 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes □ No 

□ Yes □ No 

Fax/Email: __________________ _ 

1. Do you believe schools should give primary emphasis to teaching basic skills (e.g. 
reading, grammar, spelling, arithmetic) rather than social or psychological matters? 

2. Do you support the use of intensive, systematic phonics to teach first-grade children 
how to read? 

3. Do you support the goal that children should be able to read grade-appropriate 
material by the end of the first grade? 

4. Do you support the teaching of abstinence as the norm for unmarried teenagers and 
as the only truly effective way to prevent sexually-transmitted diseases? 

5. Do you believe the topics of homosexuality and alternative lifestyles should be 
excluded from the classroom? 

6. Do you support teaching that illegal drugs and the unlawful use of alcohol are 
"wrong"? 

7. Do you reject classroom instruction that downgrades American sovereignty, limited 
constitutional government, or private enterprise? 

8. Do you support local control of education, with accountability through the local 
school board, rather than federal control exercised through federal and state bureaucra
cies and business partnerships? 

9. Do you reject national testing and national standards? 

10. Will you reject federal control of curriculum through the Goals 2000 and 
School-to-Work legislation? 

11. Do you oppose the establishment of school-based health clinics, which may perform 
examinations, provide immunizations and medications, and dispense birth control 
devices and abortion referrals, without parental consent or knowledge? 

12. Do you oppose the collection and maintenance of data on student health, perfor
mance, attitudes, behavior, and family, as well as academics, in computerized 
databases? 

13. Do you oppose "full inclusion" of emotionally troubled and other special-needs 
children in regular classrooms? 

14. Do you oppose allowing the school district to deduct money from the paychecks of 
scliool employees and forward it to political funds without the annual written consent of 
each employee? 

15. Do you believe in the fundamental right of parents to direct the upbringing and 
education of their children? 

16. Do you support a school board policy allowing parents the right to inspect and 
review instructional materials and methods? 

1 7. Do you support a school board policy forbidding psychological evaluations, testing, 
treatment, or physical examinations of students without prior written parental consent? 

18. Do you believe parental consent should be required prior to giving information and 
care to students regarding sexuality and reproductive health? 

19. Do you support the right of parents to homeschool their children? 
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Math Scores (Continuedfrompagel)----

stated that "it's nearly impossible to fire 
an incompetent teacher, and equally im
possible for a mathematician or a scien
tist to become a teacher without first ob
taining a time-consuming, irrelevant 
teacher's certificate from a college of edu
cation." 

Added to the mix are the "dumbed 
down" curriculum standards released by 
the National Council of Teachers ofMath
ematics (NCTM) in 1989. These stan
dards call for decreased attention to such 
things as "complex paper-and-pencil 
computations" (including long division) 
in grades K-4, "practicing and memoriz
ing ... " in grades 5-8, and a general 
dumbing down of high school algebra. 

According to education research ana
lyst Mel Gabler, the NCTM "humors, 
conceals and tests ignorance. They ask 
students to problem-solve who have not 
first mastered necessary skills and con
cepts, and hide crippled math skills 
through the use of calculators." Gabler 
charges that "the NCTM rewards correct 
reasoning more than right answers, and 
favors open-ended problems with no right 
answers." 

California 
New Math 

SACRAM:ENTO, CA- The Califor
nia State Board of Education has adopted 
a new set of mathematics standards for 
the state's public school students. The 
new standards emphasize computational 
skills, understanding of concepts, and 
problem solving. 

Among the many mathematicians and 
ed,ucators endorsing the new standards are 
Professor Harold W. Stevenson of the 
University of Michigan, who recently 
managed the case studies done by the 
Third International Mathematics and Sci
ence Study (TIM:SS), andienownedmath 
teacher Jaime Escalante. Dr. Stevenson 
affnmed that the. new standards "cover the 
essential concepts and operations in math
.ematics, both at theK-7 and 8-12 levels." 

Board of Education member Janet 
Nicholas, who served on the subcommit
tee on mathematics standards, said the 
standards document was compiled «in 
three-and-a-half weeks with no money." 
Her committee received "generous input 
and guidance from mathematicians at 
Stanford University, and frorn other math
ematics professionals in many states." 

The standards were adoptedin response 
to the numing controversy over teaching 

These standards have spurred the pro
liferation of "fuzzy math" textbooks, in
cluding the algebra text Secondary Math: 
an Integrated Approach (see Education 
Reporter, Dec. 1997). Professor 
Marianne Jennings of Arizona State Uni
versity, who publicized a critique of this 
text, called it "Rain Forest Algebra." The 
book was decried by other math experts 
and railed against on the U.S. Senate floor 
by Sen. Robert Byrd (D-WV), who called 
it "whacko algebra." 

A comparison study of California math 
and science textbooks between 1963 and 
1988 found that, over the 25-year period, 
7th-grade textbooks moved up to the 9th 
grade. The later textbooks were more col
orful and "slick," but tlie content had been 
watered down. 

The state of mathematics instruction 
today is illustrated by the Pennsylvania 
parent who complained to her local school 
board about a math paper her child 
brought home. The paper explained that 
there were four birds in a nest and one 
flew away. The question was: "How do 
you think the bird felt that flew away from 
the nest?" ';I 

dopts 
tandards 

methods in math. In 1991, California 
adopted "new new math" or "fuzzy math" 
with the result that, five years later, half 
of all 4th-grade students could not per
form the most basic level computations, 
and 54% of high school graduates who 
qualified for college failed a basic math 
skills test. 

Parents and politicians who have com
plained about stµdi::nt reliance on calcu
lators and computers, instead of knowl
edge of multiplication tables and long di~ 
vision, are applauding the board's return 
to fundamentals. But the new standards 
are not without detractors. Califomia's 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Delaine Eastin, said the final standards 
provide teachers with fow clues as to how 
to make mathematical formulas "come 
alive" for students. And the National Sci
ence Foundation, which has awarded 
more than $50 milhon in grants .to Cali
fornia school districts that favor progres
sive approaches to math instruction, has 
threatened to withdraw its commitments 
to districts "that embark on a course that 
substitutes computational proficiencies 
for a commitment to deep, balanced, 
mathematical learning." ,;I 

Teen Magazines Pulled from Library 
HAUPPAUGE, NY - Teen Maga

zines Seventeen, Teen and lli were pulled 
from a middle school library in 
Hauppauge, NY because they contain 
sexually-explicit material. The district su
perintendent, noting that the magazines 
are "not age appropriate" for middle 
school students, ordered them removed 
after parents and concerned citizens filed 
a formal complaint. 

The tipoff came from Msgr. E. 
Raymond Walden of the St. Thomas 
More Roman Catholic Church in 
Hauppauge, who described the maga
zines' content to his parishioners. Msgr. 
Wal den said the magazines' main prob
lem is the advice columns, which discuss 
having sex, using at-home pregnancy 
tests, taking birth-control pills, and 
using condoms. '3 

Harry Truman on Trial 
Curriculum Asks Students to Pass 'Judgment' 

WHITE SALMON, WA - The 
American History class at White Salmon 
High School is using a curriculum aid 
entitled "Judgment," which simulates an 
International War Crimes Tribunal, with 
former President Harry S. Truman as the 

Harry S. Truman 

defendant. The mock trial charges Presi
dent Truman with "war crimes" and 
"crimes against humanity" for dropping 
the atomic bomb on Japan in 1945. The 
material was developed in 1993 and, ac
cording to its distributors, has become 
"very popular" with middle and high 
school teachers around the country. 

The trial is set in 1953, just after 
Truman's presidency. A Teacher Guide 
states that the purpose of the exercise is 
to raise the questions: "Did President 
Truman commit a crime when he ordered 
the dropping of the A-bomb? Was he re
ally responding to inescapable military 
necessity as he claimed or was his act 
politically motivated?" The class is en
couraged to "debate these and other re
lated questions" and to consider whether 
the American President was culpable in 
his decision to use the bomb. A Student 
Guide tells pupils that they "are about to 
share an experience that has tormented the 
conscience of Americans ever since the 
end of World War II." 

Before convening the trial, the students 
study the war. Their first task is to fill 
out an "Opinion Survey," which exam
ines attitudes about the use of the bomb. 
The ten-statement survey requires re
sponses from among "Strongly Agree, 
Agree, No Opinion, Disagree, or Strongly 
Disagree." 

The statements include: (1) The atomic 
bomb should have been used just as it was, 
on two Japanese cities, three days apart. 
(2) The atomic bomb should not have 
been used under any circumstances. (4) 
The Japanese should have received a clear 
warning about the atomic bomb and given 
a chance to surrender - only if they re
fused should the bomb have been dropped 
on their cities. (10) Americans should be 
ashamed of using atomic bombs on a 
country that was so obviously on the brink 
of collapse. 

Six of the 10 statements condemn 
American actions. Of the four support
ing statements, one is blatantly provoca
tive: (3) Atomic bombs should have been 
dropped on more Japanese cities - as 
many as possible - before they had a 
chance to surrender. No statement pre
sented the argument that the bomb saved 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
American troops who were about to in
vade Japan, though that concept was ex
pressed in other areas of the exercise. 

The Teacher Guide also includes a test, 
a bibliography of information sources, an 
overview of the tribunal procedure, in
structions for the judges, attorneys and 
witnesses, backgrounders outlining the 
political and military situations of the 
time, witness testimony summaries, and 
a "Nuclear Decision Dllemma" that gives 
students nine different options ~ith which 
to "advise" President Truman. There is 
even a classroom configuration chart that 
suggests the placement of all the players 
for a more realistic trial setting. 

The class must determine who will play 
each role, and all students participate. The 
theme that Japan "should have been given 
reasonable warning and a chance to sur
render before the bomb was used" is wo
ven throughout the exercise, even in the 
testimony of defense witness General 
George C. Marshall. 

After a verdict is rendered, students are 
asked to retake the "Opinion Survey" and 
respond to the "Nuclear Decision Di
lemma" and its followup questions. The 
entire exercise takes about 10 hours of 
classroom time. 

Though both sides are well-repre
sented, "Judgment" lays a guilt trip on 
America. It fails to present the genuinely 
pro-Truman side of this controversy. For 
example, in an interview with veteran 
journalist Philip Clarke in 1962, Truman 
said, "The bombs were dropped after Ja
pan had been warned that we had discov
ered the greatest explosive in the history 
of the world and then we asked them to 
surrender. They did not do it." 

In a review of this subject, the Phyllis 
Schlafly Report, Nov. 1995 reported that 
"What the Hiroshima bomb accomplished 
was to preempt General Marshall's hor
rendous plan to defeat Japan: an island
by-island invasion at a projected cost of 
a half-million American lives. The 
Hiroshima bomb saved those lives, as 
wen as those of about 400,000 Allied pris
oners of war and civilian detainees whom 
the Japanese had planned to execute in 
the event of an American invasion. 

"For the men who fought World War 
II, the atom bomb was a lifesaver in ev
ery meaning of the word. Dropping the 
bomb on Hiroshima meant the difference 
between life and death to hundreds of 
thousands of our best and brightest young 
men. Dropping the atom bomb on 
Hiroshima meant that those fine young 
American men could come home, grow 
up to live normal lives, marry and raise 
families, instead of dying a tortured death 
5,000 miles away." ~ 


