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EDUCATIO 
Court Upholds First Amendment Right 
To Pass Out 'Nosy Questions' Flier 

CLARKSBURG, WV - U.S. Dis
trict Court Judge Irene Keeley has issued 
a final judgment that upholds individu
als' First Amendment rights to 
disseminate written materials 
on school grounds, as well as 
to participate in field trips that 
involve religious or political 
speech activities. 

Judge Keeley held the board's policy un
constitutional under the First and Four
teenth Amendments of the U.S. Constitu

tion. She went further to de
clare unconstitutional the way 
·in which the policy was applied 
to Mrs. DeLullo, and she en
joined the board against inter
fering with the distribution of 
the pamphlet. The ruling involved two 

lawsuits filed in March 1995 by 
Cindy DeLullo and her daugh
ter Erin of Charles Town, WV 
against the Jefferson County 
Board of Education. The 
DeLullos and their attorney, 
John Schryber, welcomed the 
Feb. 14 decision after the cases 
had languished in court for 
nearly two years. 

In the first suit, Mrs. 
DeLullo challenged the 
Jefferson County School 

Cindy Delullo may 
now freely distribute 
the 'Nosy Questions' 

The judgment also de
clared that the school board's 
"Limited Open Forum" policy 
was not constitutionally applied 
with respect to the request of the 
Bible Club of the Charles Town 
Junior High School to attend the 
National Day of Prayer, held in 
Washington, D.C. on May 4, 
1995. 

Under the board's "Lim
ited Open Forum" provisions, 
the Bible Club and other 

flier on school grounds 

Board's Dissemination Policy which pro
hibited her from distributing "A Student's 
Guide to Nosy Questions that Your School 
Should Not Ask You" on school grounds. 

noncurricular student groups at Charles 
Town Junior High are supposed to enjoy 
"equal access" to school facilities for con
ducting meetings "on instructional time for 

noncurriculum related purposes." How
ever, the Associate Superintendent of 
Schools denied Bible Club members per
mission to attend the event because it was 
not "content-neutral" (see Education Re
porter, May 1995). The school board had 
permitted numerous noncurricular clubs to 
take field trips, but did not accord the same 
rights and privileges to the Bible Club. 

Judge Keeley "forever enjoined" the 
school board "from taking any action 
against students enrolled in any of its 
schools, including the members of the 
Charles Town Junior High School Bible 
Club, which would limit their ability to 
participate in field trips based upon the re
ligious or political content of speech activi
ties in which they are expected to engage 
thereon or which would otherwise restrict 
the activities of any noncurriculum-related 
student groups on the basis of the content 
of their expression." 

This ruling, according to Mrs. 
DeLullo, effectively expands First 
Amendment protections to include off
campus activities ofa religious or po
litical nature for all student groups. ';S 

Federal Court Upholds Michigan Law 
Prohibiting Employee Payroll PAC Checkoffs 

CINCINNATI, OH - The 6th Cir
cuit Court of Appeals has upheld a 1994 
Michigan law that bans the use of "re
verse check-off," a device used by unions 
to automatically deduct funds from em
ployees' paychecks to fund Political Ac
tion Committees (PACs). The January 
decision in Michigan AFL-CIO v. Miller 
reversed the District Court ruling. 

"Reverse check-off' is an automatic 
payroll deduction from an employee's 
paycheck in an annual amount set by a 
union which is forwarded directly to its 
PAC. The deduction is not labeled as a 
PAC contribution, so there is no way to 
distinguish it from normal dues deduction. 

In Michigan, 130,000 Michigan Edu
cation Association (MEA) members have 

an annual PAC deduction of $15 from 
their paychecks. In a two-year election 
cycle, these contributions add up to 
$3,900,000 earmarked for political cam
paigns. On the national level, 99% of all 
NEA contributions funded Democrats in 
1996. 

Such partisanship contrasts with pub
lic school teachers' party affiliations. A 
National Center for Education Informa
tion survey found that 42% of teachers 
identify themselves as Democrats, 30% 
as Republicans, and 28% as Indepen
dents. NEA President Bob Chase recently 
commented, "Our membership breaks 
down very similar to the general public 
as far as percentage being Democrat, Re
publican, and Independent." 

The union made it difficult for an 
employee who objected to the political 
deduction to obtain a refund. The em
ployee faced a restricted time limit and 
complex paperwork, had to repeat the 
process annually, and risked incurring the 
disfavor of union leadership. 

The court said that "the right not to 
contribute to political causes that they do 
not favor is as central a First Amendment 
right as is the right to solicit funds." 

As a result of the decision in Michi
gan AFL-CIO v. Miller, employees must 
give consent each year in writing for con
tributions to all political action committees. 
Governor John Engler called the decision 
a victory for "worker democracy and~ 
paycheck protection." ,Jill 

National Ed. Assn. Laments Teachers' Salaries 
WASHINGTON, DC - The Na

tional Education Association (NEA) has 
released its annual report on public school 
teachers' salaries within each state. The 
average U.S. teacher salary for 1995-96 
was $37,685, up 3% from 1994-95. 

On releasing the statistics, the NEA 
announced that public school teachers' 
salaries are "barely keeping up with in
flation." 

"The salary for teachers is troubling," 
lamented NEA President Bob Chase in a 
press release accompanying the report. 

"Teaching is an emotionally, physically, 
and intellectually challenging career that 
today garners too little respect and low 
pay relative to comparable profession
als." 

However, the NEA report omitted a 
critical factor - the number of workdays 
per year - that dispels Chase's asser
tion that teachers' pay is low "relative to 
comparable professionals." 

Teachers work approximately 185 
days per year, while other professionals 
work approximately 235 days per year 

(365 days per year less weekends, 3 
weeks vacation, and 11 holidays). A pro
fessional with an annual salary of 
$37,000 earns $157.45 per workday, 
whereas a teacher with the same salary 
collects $200 per workday. The "low 
pay" that Chase laments is actually 
greater per day of work than that of the 
majority of U.S. workers. 

Although teachers may spend extra 
time at home grading papers or supervis
ing extracurricular activities, other pro

See NEA Study, page 2 
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WEA in Hot Water 
Over Campaign 
Finance Charges 

OLYMPIA, WA - The attorney 
general of Washington state filed suit on 
Feb. 12 against the Washington Educa
tion Association (WEA) for violating 
campaign-finance laws over the past two 
years. 

The state Public Disclosure Com
mission (PDC), Washington's cam
paign-finance watchdog agency, re
ported that the 65,000-member WEA 
failed to correctly report hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in political cam
paign contributions and loans, and that 
it improperly collected and spent union 
dues for political purposes. The PDC 
voted 3-1 last November to turn the 
case over to Attorney General Chris
tine Gregoire for possible prosecution, 

The lawsuit alleges that the union 
failed to correctly disclose contributions 
as well as improperly collected and spent 
union dues for political activity. 

Gregoire, a Democrat, said, "Our in
vestigation shows the WEA clearly failed 
to provide important campaign-finance 
information that the public had a right to 
know." 

The PDC report and the lawsuit 
claim that the WEA collected and spent 
mandatory union dues for its PAC in vio
lation ofinitiative 134, passed by voters 
in 1992. The initiative prohibits union 
dues from being spent for political ac
tivities without annual, written authori
zation from individual members. Prior 
to the initiative, the union had been de
ducting $1 monthly for 48,000 WEA 
members. After written authorization 
was required by the initiative, the num
ber dropped to 8,000. 

To make up for the shortfall, PDC's 
report says, the WEA established the 
Community Outreach Program in 1994 
and financed it with monthly, mandatory 
dues of $1 per member. The outreach 
program covered the operating expenses 
of the union's PAC without intending to 
finance individual campaigns. But be
cause the program funded the activities 
of the WEA-PAC, and not the WEA, dis
closure of the expenses was mandatory. 

Cindy Omlin, a speech pathologist 
in Spokane schools, formed the WEA 
Challenger Network in 1993 to inform 
teachers of their right to withhold their 
money from union political activities. 

"Teachers here have been complain
ing about illegal use of their dues," said 
Omlin. "They're being exploited by the 
same union that's supposed to protect 
their rights." 

"The whole right-to-know effort has 
been stymied in states because legisla
tors are not convinced that it's neces
sary," said Jeanne Allen, president of the 
Center for Education Reform based in 
Washington, D.C. "Maybe this kind~ 
of thing will make it necessary." ""1 
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A Goals 2000 grant to the Ruidoso 
Municipal School District in New 
Mexico is funding a "Teacher 
Dream Fund." Over l 00 teachers 
across the state are pursuing their own 
professional development "dreams," 
which include attending workshops 
on portfolio assessment, taking 
courses on integrating technology 
into instruction, participating in the
matic learning institutes, and design
ing field trips. 

Another study identifies early, di
rect phonics instruction as the best 
determinant of reading success. 
Barbara Foorman, the study's author 
and a researcher in educational psy
chology at the University of Hous
ton, showed that first graders who 
were taught explicit, systematic phon
ics in the early stages of reading out
paced their peers in reading achieve
ment. 

A vote by the school board of the 
Orange Unified School District in 
California to end "native-lan
guage" classes may signal the de
mise of bilingual education. The 
state Board of Education has already 
granted waivers to two districts near 
Orange. In a study conducted by the 
Center for Equal Opportunity last 
year, more than 80% ofHispanic par
ents favored their children learning 
English instead of Spanish. 

"AmeE"ican heritage" bms are crop
ping up around the cm.mtry that 
would authorize or require the dis
play and teaching of particular his
toric American documents. Legis
lators in at least six states introduced 
bills that would prohibit school offi
cials from censoring the religious 
content in such documents as the 
Declaration of Independence, the 
Federalist Papers, and the Mayflower 
Compact. 

Home school mom Dara Dana de
feated NEA-supported Barbara 
Casey for a New Mexico state leg
islature seat in the Nov. 5 electi1ms. 
Casey, a public school superintendent 
and six-term incumbent, had spon
sored a bill hostile to home schoolers 
during the previous session. 

Correctiorn: The date of the source for 
Clinton's 10-Point 'Call to Action' in 
last month's issue (p. 3) should be listed 
as 2/12/97 instead of 2/19/97. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-
0608) is published monthly by Eagle 
Forum Education & Legal Defense 
Fund with editorial offices at 7800 
Bonhomme Ave., St. Louis, MO 
63105, (314)721-1213. Editor: Kate 
Lovelace. The views expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the per
sons quoted and should not be attrib
uted to Eagle Forum Education & 

Legal Defense Fund. Annual sub
scription $25. Back issues available 
@ $2. Periodicals postage paid at 
Alton, Illinois. 

Letters to the Editor of Education Reporter 
Parent Throws in the Towel 
Dear Editor: 

I will not be sending any more is
sues of Education Reporter to Penns 
Manor School Board in Indiana 
County. My 12-year-old daughter had 
to watch an R-rated movie last year in 
"study hall." When I promptly pro
tested to the superintendent, nothing 
was done. I complained to the school 
board and was told that our district has 
no policy on what teachers can and can
not show in the classroom. The Penn
sylvania Department of Education told 
me that I could hire my own lawyer and 
file a morals charge against the teacher, 
but they wouldn't help me. So now I 
am working to keep my children in a 
Christian school while still paying 
property taxes to Penns Manor. 

I volunteered for two years with the 
Title I program to try to teach kids how 
to read. They went nuts when I insisted 
on doing phonics. During my second 
year, I got one child for 5 minutes in 
the hour-and-a-half period. 

Our district is the worst as far as 
standards go. They refuse to teach 
phonics, and, in fact, they have just 
hired women to read to 7th and 8th 
graders who cannot read well enough 
to take a test. 

Our schools have inventive spell
ing, cooperative learning, and every
thing else that dumbs the child down. 
When I pointed all this out to our board, 
they did not respond. So I won't waste 
any more of my money sending the 
Education Reporter to them. Penns 
Manor has already stopped testing K-
2, and in two years no one will be tested 
because, according to the elementary 
principal, it's too stressful. 

NEAStudy 

Teachers were throwing my child's 
test papers in the garbage because she 
was the only one who had earned 100%. 
Others had not "mastered concepts" so 
everyone had to take the test over. I'm 
tired of fighting with the public schools. 

Thanks for all your hard work. 
-Janet Andyshak, Pennsylvania 

Whole Language Saturation 
Dear Editor: 

I am taking classes in elementary 
education but find that everything is 
Whole Language. Since my five chil
dren are great readers and have learned 
at home through phonics methods, I am 
thoroughly convinced of the impor
tance of phonics. Why are our col
leagues so blind? Is it money? 

I'm dying for more meat-and-po
tatoes ideas instead of this superficial 
garbage. I'm learning nearly nothing, 
and this college (SUNY Cortland) is 
educating 60% of the teachers in New 
York State! I carry a very big burden 
for the future of the children who will 
be attending our public schools. 

-Jean Sutton, New York 

Added Benefits of Phonics 
Dear Editor: 

I am using the "First Reader" book 
and workbook as my kindergarten-age 
son's phonics, reading, and handwrit
ing curriculum (we are homeschoolers). 
We are so very pleased with it. My son 
was speech-delayed, and sounding out 
the words has dramatically improved 
his speech. Now, without having to go 
through speech therapy, his speech is 
now completely normal for children his 
age. 

-Christine Hall, Virginia 

Continued from Page 1 ---------------------~ 

fessionals also spend many uncompen
sated hours of personal time on their ca
reers. Also, most teachers' union con
tracts typically cap teachers' weekly 
work hours between 37 and 39 hours. 

If making more money is the goal, 

teachers should go to work for the NEA. 
NEA staff members in Washington, D.C. 
earned an average salary of$68,346 dur
ing 1994-95, with 126 of the 608 employ
ees making over $100,000. The NEA ....:€ 
has a $41.6 million payroll. >Ill 

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS' AVERAGE SALARIES 

I 995-96 SCHOOL YEAR 

I. CONNECTICUT $50,254 27. GEORGIA 34,087 
2. ALASKA 49,620* 28. MISSOURI 33,341 
3. NEW YORK 48,115 29. FLORIDA 33,330 
4. NEW JERSEY 47,910 30. TENNESSEE 33,126 
5. PENNSYLVANIA 46,087 31. KENTUCKY 33,080 
6. MICHIGAN 44,796* 32. MAINE 32,869 
7. DIST. OF COLUMBIA 43,700 33. ARIZONA 32,484* 
8. CALIFORNIA 43, I 14* 34. IOWA 32,372 
9. MASSACHUSETTS 42,882 35. WEST VIRGINIA 32, I 55 
10. RHODE ISLAND 42, 160* 36. TEXAS 32,000 
I I. MARYLAND 41,215 37. SOUTH CAROLINA 31,622 
I 2. ILLINOIS 40,919 38. WYOMING 31,571 

13. DELAWARE 40,533 39. NEBRASKA 31,496 
14. OREGON 39,575 40. ALABAMA 31,313 
15. WISCONSIN 38,182 41. IDAHO 30,891 
16. WASHINGTON 38,025 42. UTAH 30,588 
17. OHIO 37,835 43. NORTH CAROLINA 30,41 I 

18. INDIANA 37,677 44. NEW MEXICO 29,632 
19. MINNESOTA 36,937* 45. MONTANA 29,364 

20. VERMONT 36,295 46. ARKANSAS 29,322 
21. NEVADA 36,167 47. OKLAHOMA 28,404 
22. HAWAII 35,807 48. MISSISSIPPI 27,692 

23. NEW HAMPSHIRE 35,792 49. NORTH DAKOTA 26,969 

24. COLORADO 35,364 50. LOUISIANA 26,800 

25. KANSAS 35,134 51. SOUTH DAKOTA 26,346 
26. VIRGINIA 35,037 UNITED STATES AVG. 37,685 

SouRC£: NATIONAL £DUCAT/ON AssOC/ATION JI' ESTIMATES 
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Book of the Month 

The Menace of Multiculturalism: 
Trojan Horse in America by Dr. Alvin 
Schmidt, 1997, Praeger Publishers, 232 
pp., $39.95 cloth. 

If multiculturalism is merely an edu
cational program for teaching students 
about other cultures, why has it generated 
so much controversy? Dr. Alvin Schmidt 
of Illinois College has written an expose 
of the multiculturalism movement in 
America, called The Mena~ce of 
Multiculturalism. 

A native Canadian and professor of 
sociology, Dr. Schmidt sympathizes with 
the plight of minorities in America's past 
and is committed to America as an inclu
sive society. However, he warns that 
multiculturalism is a dangerous doctrine 
that is creating new fonns of prejudice and 
bigotry rather than ending them. 

Multiculturalism is the political doc
trine that asserts that all cultures, along 
with their values and institutions, are to 
be valued equally except for one: West
ern culture. Western ideals, e.g., objec
tive truth and morality, the rule of law, 
and God-given, individual rights and re
sponsibilities, are condemned as racist, 
sexist, and classist. Multiculturalists fmd 
meaning and satisfaction in "champion
ing other cultures of other 'peoples' and 
minority groups, who are 'oppressed' by 
the Euro-American culture," Dr. Schmidt 
writes. 

But "it is the Euro-American culture 
that has made America great, and it is this 
culture that multiculturalism stands to 
destroy," says Dr. Schmidt. He likens 
multiculturalism to a modem Trojan horse 
that Americans are inviting into the 
nation's schools and universities, busi
nesses, government, and churches with
out heeding the warnings of danger and 
imminent defeat. 

Dr. Schmidt does not believe that 
multiculturalism is a planned conspiracy 
to destroy Western culture. Rather, he 
says, its current promotion "seems to be 
the result of it being 'in the air,' so to 
speak, spread by social contagion .... It is 
'trendy' to identify with multi
culturalism." 

Nor does the author condemn 
multicultural education per se. 
"Multicultural education presents and ex
amines the values and practices of other 
cultures objectively and critically in a 
nondoctrinaire manner" in contrast to 
multiculturalist ideology. "It recognizes 
that American culture has always had 
some diversity, especially religious and 
ethnic differences, but it views such di
versity as subcultural and subordinate to 
America's majority culture rather than 
standing separately alongside of it" 

In an age where education has be
come political, young students are learn
ing to value all fonns of diversity except 
for those fonns that matter most philo
sophical and intellectual diversity. Dr. 
Schmidt hopes to give Americans a better 
understanding of this popular phenom
enon now in their midst. The Menace of 
Multiculturalism may be ordered by call
ing l-800:225-5800 .. 

"' """ 
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10C : Medicaid Ushers in the Nanny tate 
The following speech was given at a con
ference entitled What Goals 2000 Means 
to the States on Februwy 12 on Capitol 
Hill. 

by Samuel E. Rohrer 
We are witnessing today what could 

be described as the 
grandest expansion of 
the Nanny State in the 
history of America. 
And, I believe this ex
pansion to be one of the 
most diabolical, intri
cate, and subversive 
schemes to plague the 
landscape of American 
public policy. 

This atrocity is 
"The Medicalization of 

had heard of this initiative. Not surpris
ingly perhaps, requests for information 
from the bureaucrats produced limited 
responses and raised one red flag after an
other. Particularly disturbing at this point 
was the realization that our unelected bu
reaucrats were actively promoting a bold 

new initiative in the 
area of Medical Assis
tance at a time when 
Medical Assistance 
was growing faster than 
any other area in our 
state budget. 

Equally alarming 
was the apparent com
bining ofEducation and 
Welfare programs into 
a common thrust that 
appeared to have by
passed the Pennsylva
nia Legislature. 

The inability to ob
tain full disclosure 

the Schools." From a 
purely educational 
viewpoint it could be 
termed "The Destruc
tion of the American 
Educational System." 
From a health-care per-

Representative Samuel E. Rohrer prompted me to intro-
p A House of Representatives d H R I 1-

spective, it could be viewed as "The Sub
version of the World's Finest System of 
Health Care." From a societal vantage 
point, it could be described as "The Sub
duing of the American Family." 

However, because of the integration 
of business and labor it could also just as 
accurately be dubbed "The Collectiviza
tion of American Capitalism." And ana
lyzed from a public policy perspective, 
it could be called "The Demise of Rep
resentative Government." All of these 
titles would be accurate because each of 
them describes different appendages of 
the same program. 

What is involved in the 
"Medicalization of the Schools"? At is
sue is Medicaid. Once the government
sponsored health insurance program for 
the poor, Medicaid has now moved main
stream into our schools. It is paying sala
ries, funding multiple programs that 
boldly intrude into the sanctity of the 
home, and is the cause of escalating fed
eral and state budgets. If this weren't 
objectionable enough, the Medicaid com
ponent is but one spoke on the wheel of 
the larger societal restructuring movement 
that clearly orchestrates a number oflarge 
federal entitlement programs to produce 
what the Clinton administration calls a 
"safety net." In reality, if left unre
strained, it will become Marc Tucker's 
"seamless web" through which ultimately 
no one escapes. 

Discovering a Behemoth 
What started out as a brief phone call 

from a local school board member has 
turned into a behemoth. Over two years 
ago, I received a simple call asking for 
information about a program that the 
Pennsylvania Departments of Welfare 
and Education were jointly promoting to 
school districts under the ruse of obtain
ing "free money" if they would just sign 
up for their "partial hospitalization pro
vider" status with Medicaid. 

After checking with appropriate com
mittee staff and my colleagues in the 
House and Senate, I found that no one 

uce ouse eso u 10n 
37. By a wide margin, 

the Pennsylvania House ofRepresentatives 
passed this resolution and created a select 
subcommittee. This subcommittee was 
chartered to investigate the issues ofMed
icaid in the schools, how it got there, its 
fiscal impact, as well as the issues of pa
rental consent violations, pupil privacy in
vasions, and data collection and security. 

As chairman of this committee, I pur
sued these objectives carefully. The sub
committee completed and circulated its 
Final Report, known as the H.R. 37 Re
port, at the end of November. Probably 
the most documented and researched re
port to come out of a legislative commit
tee in Pennsylvania, the H.R 37 Report 
details these issues and makes specific 
findings and recommendations. We are 
now attempting to put these recommen
dations into legislation. 

Realigning Control: Circum
venting Checks and Balances 

While many serious problems have 
been identified, there is one that is most 
serious because its presence breeds many 
others. This overarching finding is that 
dramatic public policy shifts are simul
taneously occurring in the areas ofhealth 
care, education, and workforce develop
ment. Almost all are through executive 
branch initiatives and bureaucratic ma
neuvering, at times supplemented with 
questionable court settlements oflawsuits 
filed by liberal advocates. 

These shifts all have one thing in 
common - the realignment of control. 
Control is being wrested away from the 
individual, from the parent, from local 
school boards, from local health care pro
viders and ultimately from employers. 
Without dispute, these shifts, ifleft unal
tered, will produce a planned economy, 
planned not by parents and individuals 
across this land, but by government fiat. 

These monumental changes are for 
the most part bypassing Congress and the 
elected state legislatures because there is 
great urgency to make key structural 
changes before the year 2000. Congress 
and the legislatures are simply viewed as 

impediments that must be avoided. 
As such, the necessary constitutional 

principle of checks and balances is vio
lated and the scrutiny afforded public and 
legislative debate is pre-empted. The nec
essary safeguards and protections are not 
established, and the citizens of this na
tion, our children, our parents, and ulti
mately our entire population are victim
ized by the intruding arm of government. 
The picture of all that is happening is com
ing into focus, and the picture is quite 
ugly. 

Historical Review 
To properly understand the problem, 

it is critical to know the genesis of these 
changes. Certainly these changes are the 
result of an aggressive liberal philosophy 
that favors the policies ofbig government 
and disdains the American tradition of in
dependence and local control. 

However, a quasi-official structure 
was needed to legitimize these efforts and 
to placate inquisitive minds. This struc
ture took the form of an initiative adopted 
at the 1989 National Governors' Con
ference. Chaired by then Governor Bill 
Clinton, this group of governors pledged 
themselves to an initiative called America 
2000. Simultaneously, this structure be
gan to be implemented at both the state 
and federal levels. 

This movement, dubbed the "educa
tional restructuring movement," became 
the umbrella under which other restruc
turing efforts in health care and the labor 
force could occur without a great deal of 
suspicion. And because the strategically 
chosen object of this restructuring was 
and is children, it defies criticism by all 
except protective parents or a few other 
courageous people. 

The six goals of what is now Goals 
2000 became the banner under which in
dividual state initiatives were started or 
consolidated. For instance, Goal #1 
states: "By the year 2000, all children 
will start school ready to learn." In Penn
sylvania, our former governor placed 
Medical Assistance and other health ar-

IF LEFT 

UNALTERED, 

THESE SHIFTS 

WILL PRO-

DUCE A 

PLANNED 

ECONOMY, 

PLANNED NOT 

BY PARENTS 

AND INDIVIDU-

ALS, BUT BY 

GOVERNMENT 

FIAT. 

eas under this goal. 
OBE was advanced 
as Pennsylvania's 
unique approach to 
learning. However, 
in reality, it con
formed in total to the 
national goals. 

It also created 
further foundational 
changes within the 
state on which addi-
tional structural 
changes would occur. 
In Pennsylvania and 
in other states, these 
changes were made 
regulatorily and went 
into effect without 
the sanction of the 
legislatures. And re
markably, as each 
state began to imple
ment its version, a 
common pattern be-
gan to emerge. 

In fact, a master federal plan did ex-

ist. This plan was produced by none other 
than the U.S. Department of Labor in the 
form of the Secretary's Commission on 
Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS). 
This detailed document, finished in 1992, 
tells it all. Produced pursuant to the adop
tion of America 2000 by the National 
Governors' Conference, this "blueprint 
for change" remains the guiding federal 
document to this day. Combining labor 
and workforce skills, the SCANS report 
spelled out the full details of how the la
bor force, education, and health would 
combine and how the school room would 
need to become the location fof mental 
and emotional change in students in or
der to "prepare them for the 21st century." 
Considered to be "human capital" by pro
ponents of this approach, children become 
objects for tinkering and experimentation 
by social planners. This emphasis as
sumed the name of School-to-Work and, 
in its more "adult" form, the CAREERS 
bill. 

Title I and Medicaid: Vehicles for 
Federal-Level Restructuring 

While it was known some years ago 
what the structure was going to look like, 
there appeared to be a shortage of fund
ing in order to make it happen. It was 
apparent that wholesale structural changes 
in these areas could not be accomplished 
without a massive infusion of new dol
lars which were not available on the state 
level. But never fear. Funding is as easy 
as increasing the national debt. Two 
ready-made programs existed but con
tained too many restrictions for broad
based use. They were Title I funding and 
Medicaid. However, these restrictions did 
not pose formidable obstacles. Simply 
make changes in Title L In October of 
1994, President Clinton signed into law 
the "Improving America's Schools Act." 
In addition to re-authorizing over $7 bil
lion for fiscal year 1995, this legislation 
rewrote the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 

Although Title I was established in 
1965 to provide "extra" educational ser
vices to the nation's poorest and lowest 
achieving students, the re-authorized law 
provides parents, advocates, and school 
communities with a new opportunity to 
use Title I as a tool for broader school 
reform. 

Title I now incorporates the objec
tives of Goals 2000, and any school that 
receives Title I funding finds itself being 
forced into compliance with the mandates 
of Goals 2000 whether or not they receive 
money under Goals 2000. Now by law, 
under Title I, children are determined "at 
risk" by not meeting state outcomes. 
Through the ingenious option of"school
wide programs," Title I funds can now 
be expended on all students as "educa
tionally deprived" as well as "economi
cally deprived." 

For example, if just one school build
ing has a student population of 50% that 
receives Free and Reduced Lunch, then 
the entire school district can be targeted 
for a school-wide Title I program. Of 
course, redistributing and rearranging stu
dents within a district to raise the percent
age of these qualifying children to 50% 

t 
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could also qualify the entire school popu
lation for Title I funds. So much for a 
poverty-based program, and so much for 
any type of cost containment. 

As for Medicaid, similar changes 
have occurred. Originally a government
sponsored health insurance program for 
the poor, poverty guidelines for Medic
aid have been dropped entirely for ages 
0-21 in Pennsylvania. Through the exploi
tation of a loophole in the Omnibus Bud
get Reconciliation Act of 1989 (OBRA 
89), terms have been redefined. Disabil
ity now includes reading and math defi
ciencies or such things as "breaking up 
with one's boyfriend or girlfriend." 

Other terms have been expanded like 
"at risk," which now means "at risk of 
becoming at risk." This assures that ev
ery child can become "identified." This 
is the point where the child once identi
fied under OBE/Goals 2000 or Title I as 
"at risk" can now be remediated under 
Medicaid mental health "wrap-around 
services." In order to provide these men
tal health remedial services, the school 
must apply for the "partial hospitalization 
provider status" in order to bill for Med
icaid. This is what allows the school to 
provide all health-related services through 
the vehicle of school-based clinics. 

The EPSDT (Early Periodic Screen
ing, Detection, and Treatment) program 
is cited as the federal mandate to provide 
diagnosis and treatment under the "Re
habilitation" option available to the states. 
Medicaid then becomes the funder for all 
areas of identified "health and mental 
health remediation and rehabilitation." 
Not only will EPSDT/Medicaid pay for 
truly medical services, but it will pay for 
a long list of subjective mental health di
agnoses. 

It is this "identification" process fu
eled by new Title I requirements, EPSDT 
allowances, and School-to-Work require
ments that necessitates the "profiling" of 
every child. Once the child is identified, 
the school then either bills Medicaid di
rectly or, as is most common, utilizes a 
data billing company that bills Medicaid 
for them. 

Schools can either hire their own 
counselors, therapists, and nurses or, as 
is most common, allow outside agencies 
to provide services to these "identified" 
children, and provide services within the 
school or wherever the child may be. For 
instance, mobile therapists can bill 
$42.00/hour for the time they spend riding 
the bus home with Johnny if Johnny is 

"stressed" by a bully on the bus. Since 

UNDER THE 

CLOAK OF 

"HELPING THE 

CHILDREN," 

CHILDREN 

THEMSELVES 

ARE VICTIM-

IZED. -

there is no classifica
tion for "normal" ac
cording to the DSM
IV manual, every 
child can be found in 
need of remediation 
- all paid for by 
Medicaid. 

Pennsylvania 
boasts two infamous 
examples of what 
happens as a result of 
these initiatives. In 
both cases, parental 
rights were violated, 
pupil privacy was in-
vaded, and sensitive 

data were collected. In several school
wide Title I schools in the Pittsburgh area, 

partment of Welfare apply to the Health 
Care Finance Administration, and waiv
ers will be granted. Once granted, these 
waivers allow for all types of things to 
occur. 

But there is a major problem with 
waivers. Isn't the very purpose of waiv
ers to allow that which is not permitted 
by law? Even the Government Account
ing Office (GAO), in testimony presented 
before the Congressional Committee on 
the Budget on April 4, 1995, testified, "al
lowing the waiver process to be used to 
expand coverage to hundreds of thou
sands of additional individuals without 
the consultation and concurrence of the 
Congress appears inappropriate. The re
sult of these waivers could lead to a 
heavier financial burden on the federal 
government." 

cording to these same documents, full 
implementation of government-controlled 
health care would start with forced man
aged care of the expanding Medicaid 
population and would target children first 
in schools through the use of school-based 
clinics. Full implementation would then 
work its way through the general popula
tion by age groups and is intended for 
completion by none other than the year 
2000. In Pennsylvania, we are well on 
our way to meeting this target. Hence, 
"The Subversion of the World's Finest 
System of Health Care." 

Who or what is the engine behind all 
this? The answer is private foundations 
and private foundation money. The larg
est and most influential foundation avow
edly committed to Clinton-style compre
hensive health care is the Robert Wood 

psychological pro- ,-----------------------------------------. 

filing was con
ducted by an out
side psychiatric 
clinic without pa
rental knowledge or 
permission on first, 
second, and third 
graders. This 
project sought per
sonal information 
on both the child 
and the family. 
Once caught by par
ents, the program 
was halted, but the 
collected data has 
still not been turned 

Representative Rohrer recommends the following changes at the federal level: 

L 
2. 

Perform a complete audit of the Medicaid and EPSDT programs. 
Pass legislation that prohibits the sharing of data between departments and prohibits the 
sharing of data between state agencies if federal dollars are involved. 

3. Rewrite parental consent laws demanding "informed written consent" before any type of 
service billable to any government agency is performed or conducted on any child under 
parental supervision or guardianship. 

4. 
5. 

Begin the phase-out of federal programs particularly involved in the area of education. 
Reduce funding for Title I or at least refocus it to express the original legislative intent. 

6. Eliminate the allowance for "school-wide" programs. 
7. Eliminate the tax exempt status for private foundations that do lobbying. 
8. Congress should conduct an extensive reform of the federal special education program (IDEA) 

and the EPSDT program, as well as other relevant portions of the Medicaid law, in order to 
eliminate expensive and unnecessary mandates that are imposing unacceptable costs on state 
taxpayers and school district taxpayers. 

over to the parents. 
The second infamous example oc

curred in East Stroudsburg, PA, where 
almost 50 6th-grade girls were given un
clothed gynecological exams without the 
permission of the parents and against the 
objections of many of the girls. Under 
Medicaid, EPSDT requires unclothed 
physicals. This horrendous invasion of 
privacy is now being litigated in federal 
court as a major civil rights violation. Un
der the cloak of "helping the children," 
children themselves are victimized. 

Opening the Door Wider: Paving 
the Way for State Participation 

But, additional structural changes 
had to be made in order to allow states to 
begin providing these expanded health
related services on a state-wide basis. No 
problem. This authorization was given 
by one bureaucracy to another. Simply 
have the state executive branch and De-

And I would interject, a substantially 
greater fiscal burden will fall on the states 
as well. Not only can expanded services 
be provided as indicated by the GAO, but 

health care reform is 
being accomplished 

IT'S NOT THAT through the use of 
school-based clinics 

THE HEALTH 

SECURITY ACT 

DID NOT PASS 

IN 1993, IT 

JUST FAILED 

TO PASS 

CONGRESS. 

and managed care 
within the Medicaid 
population. Orches
trated together as it is 
in Pennsylvania and 
many other states, 
the Clinton health 
care reform agenda is 
being accomplished 
through the back 
door without express 
federal or state legis-
lation. 

Johnson Foundation in New Jersey. 
Extremely successful in influencing 

bureaucratically-imposed public policy 
through the providing of grant money to 
state governments for health-related pi
lot programs, this foundation has laid and 
implemented the health care reform com
ponent of this bigger equation. It has been 
and remains the glue, the muscle, and the 
brains behind the health component of this 
restructuring. An article in the Dec. 16 
edition of Forbes magazine entitled "Tro
jan Horse Money" speaks eloquently on 
this matter. By regularly circumventing 
the elected legislatures in this process, the 
balance of power is tilted against the 
elected representatives of the people. If 
left unbridled, this abuse of the process 
literally becomes the "Demise of Repre
sentative Government." 

COMI~~ soo~ iO 'TOU~ C:Oll"IMl..)~l,.Y '" 

It's not that the Health Security Act 
did not pass in I 993, it just failed to pass 
Congress. 

And finally, what is the ultimate 
goal? As I alluded to earlier, the ultimate 
goal is for federal government control of 
education, labor, and health care. Both 
the shadowy process by which the 
changes have been made and the official 
"blueprint" speak clearly to the veracity 
of the claim for a "total managed 
economy." 

t 

____,..~•'i'i'~, ~-i------11 
0-~ 

i,~ ..,_~ 

~- ·~:_:~~~~ 
> ,,. ~l'.:7~_·. '' ·.. . :r-__ ' -::..c-: ~,,.. --~ ~-

~~~:i~ 
··,> ~' t'i::• -

~ 1 -001--fr 

~:V~ 
~;~t.., 
~ . ....- ,-~~,,rr 

--~~~"' 
°" _s;!- ti,_;:;.Al;I_ 
~ (!mrrc~_ 

E) CAi,AlOAI IIYMDICAU, INC. 

Children: Just a Starting Point 
As in the 1989 adoption of America 

2000, children were the object, and so in 
the implementing of health care through 
the back door, children are the object. In 
a document obtained from the released 
White House files produced in the Health 
Care Task Force meetings, school-based 
clinics were identified as the vehicle for 
change. Because schools represent the 
place where most students are housed, 
they represent a "captive audience" and, 
as such, are prime targets for social policy 
change. The school-based clinic concept 
conveniently enables the screenings to 
take place under the cloak of"health." 

The Pennsylvania back door health 
reform plan was called "Kids First." Ac-

For the sake of these United States, 
for the freedom we have enjoyed, and for 
the children who will replace us, we must 
put a stop to federal government intru
sion into education, health, and the work 
force. Stop the flow of money. Halt the 
process by which the state legislatures 
and Congress can be circumvented. Let 
us in the states do what we have been 
elected to do without the imperious de
mands of Washington. Certainly, the 
oaths that elected officials have taken to 
uphold and defend our Constitution ,;;; 
demand no less. 7' 




