
u I E RTE 
Board Rejects 
Federal School
To- orkGrant 

Clinton's National Testing Plan Defeated 
But Spending Bill Delays Scheme for Only One Year 

FRANFJ,IN, TN- The Williamson 
County Board of Education has adopted a 
resolution to refuse a $250,000 federal 
grant for a School-to-Careers program. 
The resolution further proposes that the 
state of Tennessee ret.w.n all Federal 
School-to-Work/Careers funds received to 
date, out ofa tota1 grantof$28 million. 

Board Member Maurice Painter 
introduced the resolution, citing concerns 
that the grant would shift control over 
curriculum from local school boards to 
business and industry. 

Bobbie Patray, Tennessee Eagle 
Forum President, praised the board's 
action. "Maurice Painter has taken the ball 
andrunwithitinproposingthisresolution," 
she said. 'We 're thrilled thatthe Williamson 
County Board has stood up for principle and 
for maintaining local control ofits schools." 

WASHINGTON, DC-The House ap
propriations bill for Labor, Health and Hu
man Services, and Education, contains lan
guage that shelves President Clinton's 
National Testing Plan for a year. The bill, 
which Clinton is expected to sign, bans 
funds for new tests throughout Fiscal 
Year 1998. 

"From the beginning, we believed that 
a new federal test would do nothing to 
help our children," said House Education 
and Workforce Committee Chairman Bill 
Goodling (R-PA), a major opponent of na
tional tests, and author of the amendment 
to ban them. "If more testing were the 
answer to the problems in our schools, 
testing would have solved those problems 
a long time ago." 

Though the final compromise agree
ment does not contain all of the Goodling 
language, it does prohibit any FY 1998 
federal funds from being used "to field 
test, pilot test, implement, administer or 
distribute in any way, any national tests." 

"This is a clear victory and an affir
mation of the 295-125 vote last month 
prohibiting funds for new federal tests," 
Goodling said. 

ment that the National Academy of Sci
ences evaluate these questions for tech
nical quality, reliability, and adequacy, 
among other criteria. 

The agreement further re
quires that Congress play a major 
role in deciding if, how, and why 
any new national tests will be 
implemented. It requires addi
tional study and review of 
Clinton's plan, and stipulates that 
existing state and commercial tests 
be evaluated as information 
sources for assessing the nation's 
students. 

next year. 
Senator John Ashcroft (R-MO), who 

led the battle against national testing in 
the Senate, called this an "important vic

tory for local 
control."· But he 
warned, "This 
fight is not over. 
I am confident 
that the Presi
dent and his al
lies will be back 
in their effort to 
take 

The National Academy of Sci
ences, together with the National 
Governor's Assocation and the 
National Council of State Legisla
tors, must do a feasibility study 

Rep. Bill Goodling 

power 
away from par
ents, teachers 
and community 
school boards, 
seeking to place 

to see if tests now available can be com
pared on an equivalency scale. This re
port is due to Congress no later than Sep
tember 1, 1998. The study could pro
vide concrete evidence that Clinton's new 
individualized tests are not needed. 

more power 
over our schools in the hands of bureau
crats in Washington." 

Ashcroft will work to put the testing 
issue to rest permanently. He said, 
"America cannot afford to destroy the 
educational success of our children 
through a dumbed-down national cur
riculum and a federal takeover of our 
schools." 

A survey in November by Phi Delta 
Kappa, an academic association, reported 
that 69% of teachers oppose national 
testing, believing that students are already 

Painter took his resolution before the 
Tennessee School Board Association at its 
annual meeting on November 10. Though 
the resolution was defeated, Painter reports 
that debate was cut off after onJy one ( op
posing) presentation. "Most of the dele
gates have very little knowledge of the 
details of School-to-Careers programs," he 
said. "Board members voted on the basis of: 
the 'puff pieces' they've seen from the 
government Our job is to continue to get 
the truth out We'll be asking them to 
reconsider their positions on this issue." ';I 

The law requires that the current con
tract with test developers be turned over 
to the National Assessment Governing 
Board (NAGB). The only activity that 
will be allowed is the continued develop
ment of the test questions, with a require-

In order to permanently halt the fed
eral government's attempts to establish 
national tests, Congress must include the 
prohibition in an authorization bill. Rep
resentative Goodling has pledged to work 
for a permanent ban on testing when the 
NAEP (National Assessment of Educa
tional Progress) tests are reauthorized ~ 

Clinton's Sustainability Council Reveals Plans to Control Curriculum 
overtested. 

WASHINGTON, DC-President "sustainability" are based on the notion 
Clinton's Council on Sustainable Devel- thatAmericansshouldfeelguiltybecause 
opment issued a Task Force Report this we consume 25% of the earth's re
year which explains one of the ways that sources even though we are only five 
the Administration is planning to control percent of the earth's population. We are 
public school curriculum. expected to be 

Called "Public Linkage, Dialogue, and embarrassed 
Education," this report calls for a because one 
"purposeful refocusing of the nation's American uses 
education system," not merely to teach as much en
sustainability, butto use it as a catalyst for ergy as three 
the "restructuring of educational institu- Japanese, or 
tions, curricula, and teacher training." six Mexicans, 
Schools are to be refocused in order "to oreightAmer
integrate the tenets of sustainability into ican Indians. 
our education institutions," which is To achieve 
defined as "a specific vision of "sustainable 
environmental education." development," 

The Council's plan for "curriculum Americans are 
development" calls for an "increased supposed to 
number of curricula, material, and reduce our 
training opportunities that teach the "resource consumption." And, since 
principles of sustainable development." 35% of our resources is consumed in the 
Students are to be taught to deal with the home, households are expected "to make 
"international factors" that affect our changes in the way they live." 
"transition to a sustainable society." "Resource consumption" is what 
These international factors of makes American homes such pleasant 

places in which to live and work. We 
enjoy single-family dwellings that are 
heated in the winter, cooled in the 
summer, and equipped with electric lights 
and a dozen or more electric and gas 

appliances. 
Americans achieved this high 

standard of living through hard 
work in a free society, and most 
parents do not believe that the 
schools should make their children 
feel guilty about it, and therefore 
more apt to submit to taxes and 
regulations in order to redistribute 
our wealth to the rest of the world. 

The report traces the develop
ment of its sustainability notions 
from the 1972 Earth Summit in 
Stockholm, through the 1975 
Belgrade conference that defined 
the goal of environmental educa

tion, and Agenda 21, which was adopted 
at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro. Agenda 21 commits all nations to 
set national goals to conform to exotic 
global plans for protecting the environ
ment. 

The Council lays out three specific 
objectives for its "sustainability" curricu
lum: to ensure that its notions about 
sustainability "become part of the 
mainstream consciousness," to ensure 
that its "dialogue" produces "consensus" 
(predetermined by the Council, of 
course), and to "organize groups to act on 
issues related to sustainability." As the 
report says, "education for sustainability 
must involve everyone." 

The Council unabashedly plans to use 
the schools to recruit and energize 
activists for sustainability politics. The 
report makes no secret of the political 
objectives of its so-called work in the 
schools: "Mandates such as Agenda 21 
must trickle down and be incorporated 
into formal and nonformal educational 
institutions through curricular and 
operational changes." 

The report includes the text of the 
Council's "We Believe Statement." One 
of the points in this credo is: "The United 
States should have policies and programs 
that contribute to stabilizing global human 

See Sustainability, page 2 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

High school students in Kansas will 
be allowed to drop out at ages 16 
and 17. GovernorBillGraves(R-KS) 
approved a bill allowing 16- and 1 7-
year-olds to withdraw from school 
with parental consent. The bill 
requires that both parents and students 
sign a disclaimer acknowledging that 
the teenager has not achieved certain 
academic skills and that status as a 
high school dropout will affect future 
employment. 

The Texas State Supreme Court 
has ruled that schools have the 
right to suspend male students who 
won't get a haircut. The decision 
overturned an appeals court ruling that 
said the Bastrop Independent School 
District violated the law in 1990 when 
it suspended a third-grader who had a 
7-inch ponytail. In the 7-1 opinion, 
Justice Priscilla Owen noted that the 
male hair- length requirement does not 
deprive students of an equal opportu
nity to receive an education. A 
spokesman for the school district said 
the issue all along has been who is 
going to run the schools. 

According to the director of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (BATF), homeschoole:rs 
fall under the jurisdiction of the 
gun-free school zone law. The 
BATF further states that, "while the 
Gun-Free School Zone Act is being 
challenged in court, it is currently in 
effect for all schools, including home 
schools, if they meet the definition of 
a school under state law." 

The Supreme Court bas refused to 
hear the case of two Alabama 
second-graders who were strip
searched by a teacher and guidance 
counselor. The girls had been ac
cused of stealing $7 from a classmate. 
Without comment, the high court let 
stand a lower court ruling which said the 
girls' constitutional rights were not 
violated. Attorneys for the girls told the 
justices that the only circumstances in 
which strip searches of students have 
been allowed involved "imminent 
danger" posed by possession of 
weapons or illegal drugs. The circuit 
court's ruling did allow that the school 
officials "likely exercised questionable 
judgment given the circumstances .... " 
No money was found on the girls. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) 
is published monthly by Eagle Forum 
Education & Legal Defense Fund with 
editorial offices at 7800 Bonhomme 
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63105, (314) 721-
1213. Editor: Sue Kunstmann. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the persons quoted and should 
not be attributed to Eagle Forum Edu
cation & Legal Defense Fund. Annual 
subscription $25. Back issues avail
able@$2. Periodicals postage paid at 
Alton, Illinois. 

NEA Caught Spending 
Members' Dues on Politics 

OLYMPIA, WA-The first big union 
to be caught illegally spending mandatory 
union deductions on politics will soon be 
in court, along with its state affiliate. 

The Washington State Attorney 
General was notified on October 2 that 
"there is reason to believe the National 
Education Association (NEA) is guilty of 
laundering at least $400,000 through its 
state affiliate, the Washington Education 
Association (WEA), in order to affect the 
outcome of state elections." In addition to 
both failing to report and falsely reporting 
its political activities, the teachers union 
was accused of obtaining its campaign 
money from members' mandatory union 
dues-a violation of Washington state 
law. 

Also cited is the NEA-paid executive 
director of the WEA, James Seibert, who 
allegedly falsely reported the identity of 
his employer on more than 100 separate 
reports. Early this year, former NEA 
lobbyist, Kristeen Hanselman, was fined 
for similar, but less extensive, violations. 

Both the NEA and WEA deny their 
involvement in unreported political 
activities. 

This notification against the NEA 
was filed by the Evergreen Freedom 
Foundation (EFF), with Attorney General 
Christine Gregoire. EFF is a public policy 
institute that has brought previous 
violations of the WEA to the attention of 
the Attorney General. Her investigation 
resulted in the state filing suit against the 
WEA last February for the largest cam
paign spending violations in state history. 

In addition to mounting evidence of 
the union's political involvement, an 
internal communication from the 1996 
election cycle indicates the extent of the 
NEA and WEA's coordinated campaign. 
In this memo, James Seibert stated: 

"The initiative and Political Activity 
Work Teams have developed a compre
hensive plan for Campaign '96. The plan 
includes our organizational effort in 
every aspect of the November 1996 
elections. It is an ambitious plan, re
quiring a significant commitment of 
Association resources, both financial 
($1.5 million) and human (25/30 full time 
by September). [The word "Association" 
refers to the membership organization, 
WEA, not to the political organization, 
WEA PAC.] This plan has been sub-

Sustainability 
Continued from page 1 

population." Vice President Al Gore 
echoed this recently when he recom
mended expanded birth-control and 
abortion programs in developing countries 
to "stabilize" their populations. 

The sustainability curriculum has little 
or nothing to do with teaching science or 
factual information. The report makes 
clear that "environmental education 
departed from science education by calling 
for a strong social component." 

Environmental and sustainability edu
cation means teaching "attitudes, motiva
tions, and commitments to work on 

mitted to the NEA for funding assistance. 
Later this month, WEA will be making a 
request to the NEA Executive Committee 
for approximately $400,000 in additional 
funding assistance for Campaign '96. " 

Washington state campaign finance 
reform was passed in 1992 by initiative 
with wide bipartisan support (72.9%). 
Along with disclosure requirements and 
contribution limitations, the new law 
requires prior written authorization for all 
political paycheck deductions. Following 
its passage, employees consenting to the 
WEA's political deduction fell from 
43,000 to 8,000. 

According to Attorney General 
Gregoire, the union (WEA) attempted "to 
circumvent the law," "improperly funded" 
ballot initiatives with mandatory dues, and 
"severely frustrated the people's right to 
know" by failing to report "hundreds of 
thousands of dollars" in political 
expenditures. No court date has been set 
for the state's landmark lawsuit. 

The case is of great interest to unions 
across the country. The Washington 
Labor Council, representing more than 
500 unions, has been granted amicus 
curiae status, allowing it to be present at 
depositions and to have access to 
subpoenaed documents. 

If Attorney General Gregoire does 
not add the new charges against the NEA 
to her pending prosecution of the state 
affiliate within the 45-day period allotted 
by state law, the EFF plans to file suit 
against the NEA. 

The WEA and its affiliates, which 
have an annual budget of approximately 
$43,000,000 from state school employ
ees, have stepped up their attack against 
EFF. In August, WEA filed suit against 
the small Olympia-based institution. In 
October, two union officials filed 
complaints against EFF with numerous 
state and federal agencies. 

WEA's intimidation tactics also 
include publishing the names of EFF's 
board members in its October ACTION 
newsletter, which reaches 65,000 public 
school teachers and employees through
out the state, labeling these members as 
"enemies of public education." WEA also 
threatened the United Way for forwarding 
the contributions of two EFF employees 
(who had designated EFF as the recipient 
of their donations). ;;S 

problems." "Citizenship skills" are re
defined as "skills to organize groups to act 
on issues related to sustainability." 

The report makes clear that the goal of 
all this refocusing and restructuring of the 
schools is to indoctrinate students, 
"kindergarten through higher education," 
with the Council's views about "social 
equity." The benchmarks for how the 
sustainability curriculum interrelates with 
"social equity" involve setting so-called 
"voluntary standards," which would then 
serve as models for subsequent "require
ments." ,;S 

Book of the Month 

The Complete Guide to Adventures 
in Odyssey, Phil Lollar, Focus on the 

Family Publishing, 275 pps. $19.99, 
paper. 

You've heard the radio programs, 
seen the videos, read the novels! Now 
you can explore the entire 10-year se
ries of Od
yssey ad
ventures in 
creator Phil 
Lollar's 
new book. 

Fans can 
catch up on 
episodes 
and story 
topics 
they've 
missed, 
plus enjoy trivia and behind-the-scenes 
information on Odyssey's award-win
ning programs. Newcomers can get 
acquainted with the characters, and re
view 10 years of small-town tales that 
have become popular across America 
and around the world. 

The Complete Guide to Adventures 
in Odyssey was written in response to 
fan requests for information about the 
town, its creators, and their favorite 
characters. The central character is 
John Avery Whitaker, an older man and 
committed Christian, who lives in the 
fictional town of Odyssey. The stories 
chronicle John's life and adventures, and 
weave a colorful tapestry of supporting 
characters as they face everyday life situ
ations. Each episode not only enter
tains, but provides a "lesson or example 
in how God wants his children to live." 
The programs, books and videos target 
young audiences, but have attracted fans 
from all age groups. 

Focus on the Family launched Od
yssey USA in 1987 as a radio program 
about a fictional town, with story lines 
based on biblical values and including 
scriptural references. In April of 1988, 
the name was changed to Adventures in 
Odyssey, mostly to avoid alienating Ca
nadian or potential overseas listeners, 

In its first 10 years, more than 3 70 
original Adventures in Odyssey radio pro
grams have been produced. The show 
airs weekly on over 1450 radio stations 
in the U.S., 125 stations throughout the 
world, and is in daily syndication on an
other 800 stations. In addition, 29 six
cassette albums and 14 CD collections 
have become hest sellers. Eleven ani
mated videos based on the series have 
each sold thousands of copies, and a 
dozen novels have been published, with 
more of both in the works. 

In the book's introduction, Lollar 
writes, "I didn't think the fictional go
ings-on of a little town would become 
one of the most popular programs on 
radio. But, by God's grace, that's ex
actly what happened." Call 1-800-
AFamily, or check your local Christian 
Book Store. 



FO 
By Virginia Miller 

The National Center on Education and 
Economy (NCEE), an organization 
headed by Marc Tucker, has devised a 
human resource development plan for the 
United States. It was promoted at the 
First Annual Standards-Based Conference 
earlier this year in San Antonio, Texas, 
which was cosponsored by the NCEE. 

Tucker's plan will elevate tasks over 
knowledge. It will elevate government 
bureaucrats over the economic freedoms 
of individuals in this nation. It will change 
the way America educates its children and 
the way America does business. 

This plan is destructive to American 
liberty because it shifts the purpose of 
education from creating thinkers to train
ing workers. Labor projections will be
come the basis for vocational technical 
education that is integrated into the cur
ricula of our schools, thereby erecting a 
mechanism by which government can 
centrally plan the labor force. It will em
phasize the acquisition of skills over the 
acquisition ofknowledge, while melding 
secondary and post-secondary education 
into a "seamless web." 

In short, it is a proposal that will 
change the purpose and structure of edu
cation as we know it, and is a proposal 
that is rooted in deception. 

The NCEE uses a well-devised yet 
simple strategy which features market
ing and leveraging. Let's consider the 
use of one marketing term we 're all hear
ing~standards. Governor Romer of 
Colorado began the push to abandon the 
terms "outcomes" and "goals," because 
they have evoked so much controversy 
in recent years through Goals 2000. The 
term "standards" was substituted, and 
now the concept of standards is the rage 
all across our country. Standards con
note excellence, and public opinion polls 
show that Americans want standards in 
their schools. 

Participants at the conference were 
encouraged to couch the restructuring in 
these familiar and favorable terms so as 
not to alarm parents. They were told not 
to disclose that the meaning and intent of 
these terms have fundamentally changed. 

One phrase was constantly reiterated 
throughout the sessions I attended: "the 
diploma i.s worthless." NCEE's intent is 
to replace the diploma with the Certifi
cate of Initial Mastery, or CIM. In a 
workshop he conducted, Tucker outlined 
an education system that will center 
around the CIM. 

The awarding of a CIM is predicated 
on the achievement of workplace skills 
and competencies. Under the new sys
tem, it will be possible to achieve the CIM 
as early as the age of 14. Most students 
will achieve it by the age of 16, and all 
will be expected to earn their CIM before 
the legal age at which they can no longer 
attend high school. 

Once the CIM is achieved, there are 
three possible options for children as out
lined by Tucker. The first is college. Stu
dents could take college courses while 
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• • NCEE's Human Development Plan 
Text (slightly abridged) of speech presented at Goals 2000 Conference, Washington, DC, Feb. 12, 1997. 
Virginia Miller is a nationally-recognized education. consultant and research analyst. 

still in high school, since the CIM can be 
attained by ages 14-16, or they could go 
on to college while still ofhigh school age. 
When we consider the prospect of col
lege in high school or high school in col
lege, we see 
the melding 
of second
ary and 
post-sec
ondaryedu
cation. We 
see the 
placing of 
e v e r -
younger 
children 
into a col
lege envi-
ronment 

Virginia Miller 

where they will face the social and peer 
pressures that they are not yet prepared 
to face. 

The second option would force stu
dents, upon earning their CIM, to begin a 
program of professional and technical edu
cation. This would combine classroom 
instruction and on-the-job training, and 
would shift the emphasis from academic 
knowledge to skills acquisition. It is de
signed to prepare students to receive an 
Occupational Skills Certificate. Most of 
these training programs will begin in high 
school and end in college, again melding 
secondary and post-secondary education. 

The final option is for the student to 
move directly into the workplace, or into 
a national service program. But no mat
ter which option the student chooses un
der Tucker's three-option plan, all include 
structured, on-the-job training leading to 
an Occupational Skills Certificate. 

In its publication, Certificate of Ini
tial Mastery, A Primer, the NCEE reaf
firms its dedication to the concept of meld
ing secondary and post-secondary edu
cation, vowing to change "vocational edu
cation as we know it and at the same time 
give it new life as an essential element in a 
new form of upper secondary education 
that is not an alternative to higher educa
tion, but rather, incorporates it." 

These types of statements appear 
throughout School-to-Work literature in 
state education plans. In my home state 
of Pennsylvania, the concept is known as 
"K through life continuum." 

In order to gain acceptance of "K 
through life continuum" by parents, teach
ers, communities, businesses, and every
one else, key groups must buy into it. This 
reform will not move forward unless the 
stakeholders become part of the process. 
The educrats know this. That's why, for 
example, they have teachers on the devel
opment teams setting the standards for 
our new national voluntary assessments: 
the performance standards, reference ex
ams, and portfolios. Businesses are be
ing coopted into developing skills stan
dards, and are also part of state standards 
initiatives. The strategy is to get busi
nesses to recognize and even demand the 

CIM in the Occupational Skills Certifi
cates, and to ensure that business has a 
vested interest in the system and its suc
cess. The stakeholders will then develop 
ownership. And if they own the stan
dards, they'll use them. 

A handout called the TASiffJ'TM and 
Implementation Guide was distributed at 
the conference. It states: "Initially, the 
CIM will be optional, but after it's in place 
for about two or three years, all students 
will be required to achieve the CIM." 

Another important part of the strat
egy involves what are called "Business 
and Post-Secondary Articulation Agree
ments." Business Articulation Agree
ments ensure that hiring preferences will 
be given to students earning a CIM over 
those who hold traditional diplomas. Post
Secondary Agreements between high 
schools and colleges will first recognize 
the CIM, then give acceptance preferences 
to students earning the CIM. These agree
ments are an important tool in the lever
aging of the restructuring. 

The strategy also sets in place a sys
tem of rewards and sanctions for partici
pants and non-participants. The proposed 
sanction is that students who fail to earn 
their CIM before they leave high school 
will be denied all forms of recognition
all scholarships, honors, awards, and the 
opportunity to be valedictorian. Students 
who do achieve their CIM by the spring 
semester of their senior year will auto
matically become part of the "honors at 
graduation" program. 

Rewards and sanctions are already be
ing used to leverage the restructuring. For 
example, Pennsylvania's 1996-97 School
to-W ork Performance Plan and Report 
states, "We have successfully negotiated 
an articulation agreement with Penn State 
University which insures that any student 
who participates in a tech-prep program 
will have guaranteed admission to a Penn 
State campus." A Mercer County, Penn
sylvania, school/business partnership is
sues job cards based on attendance and 
citizenship, not on academics. Connnit
ments from employers to hire only those 
with this job card are becoming evident. 
A recent "help wanted" ad read, "Proof 
of membership in Mercer County school 
business partnership or equivalent re
quired." 

In Las Vegas, Nevada, the Smart Grad 
Program gives seniors a head start in ob
taining employment through collaboration 
by the school districts and members of 
the business community. Student pro
files include teacher ratings based on the 
SCANS competencies. Many employers 
will guarantee interviews for Smart Grad 
Program graduates, and Chamber of Com
merce members have agreed to hire Smart 
Grad Students over other applicants if 
qualifications are equal. 

In 1994, the newly created National 
Skills Standards Board was established 
under the Goals 2000 Act. Marc Tucker 
submitted a paper to the board outlining a 
three-tiered system of skills standards. In 

December, 1996, the board issued a pro
posal to establish a voluntary national skills 
standards system, which followed 
Tucker's recommendations. 

The proposal divides the economy into 
16 sectors with three types of skills stan
dards frameworks, ranging from broad 
to specific. The first, known as core 
knowledge and skills, includes commonly 
acquired skills, and corresponds directly 
to Tucker's Tier One. The second, con
centration knowledge and skills, covers a 
broad area within a specific sector, and 
corresponds to Tucker's Tier Two. The 
third framework, known as specialty 
knowledge and skills, targets particular 
jobs, and corresponds directly to Tucker's 
Tier Three. We should note here that 
Tucker stated in his paper that "the gov
ernment should have no more to do with 
setting standards for Tier Three than it 
does now, at least in the beginning." We 
have been forewarned about the intent for 
government control! 

The strategy for targeting specific jobs 
is to be done through the labor market 
information system, which is a govern
ment job projection database. The 1996/ 
97 Occupational Outlook Handbook lists 
those occupations having the largest nu
merical increase in employment from 
1994 to the year 2005. Cashiers top the 
list as the largest growth occupation. 
However, a McDonald's restaurant of the 
future, where food is prepared robotically 
and electronic keypads replace cashiers, 
portends the elimination of 85% of fast 
food jobs. This idea is not still on the 
drawing board---0ne such restaurant has 
opened in New York. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics pre
dicts there will be many more new job 
openings for cashiers and janitors than for 

the top five fast-

.... THERE IS A 

KINDERGARTEN 

CURRICULUM 

WHERE CHIL-

OREN SPEND 

TIME ON AN 

ASSEMBLY 

LINE .... 

est-growing oc
cupations. So 
much for gov
ernment job pro
jections! Edu
cating children 
for work skills 
based on govern
ment labor pro
jections will re
sult in a surplus 
of workers with
in the targeted 
industries, and 
will inherently 

limit the career choices of all Americans. 
In Oregon, fifth graders are partici

pating in a job program for pay. In Penn
sylvania, there is a kindergarten curricu
lum where the children spend time on an 
assembly line building peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches, all the while being in
structed that they are "workers," not stu
dents. As team members, they must do 
their part. If they don't, they won't get 
their peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 

This is the "new" education system. 
Can we honestly say it is the future we 
want to give our children? ~ 
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Whole Math Fosters Political 
Correctness, Not Smarts 

TEMPE, AZ - Marianne Jennings, a 
professor at Arizona State University, 
discovered that her teenage daughter 
received an A in algebra but could not solve 
an equation. The textbook, called 
Secondary Math: An Integrated Approach, 
includes poetry of Maya Angelou, pictures 
of President Clinton and Mali wood 
carvings, and photos of students named 
Tatuk and Esteban "who offer my daughter 
thoughts on life." Jennings dubbed the text 
"Rain Forest Algebra." 

The goal of"New-New Math," as it is 
sometimes called, is to move students 
beyond mathematical drills so they can 
"self-discover" mathematical theory and 
concepts. Students, as a result, do not learn 
basic skills, and teachers are no longer 
authority figures qualified to impart 
objective knowledge. Correct answers are 
unimportant. In Secondary Math: An 
Integrated Approach, equations are not 
mentioned until page 165, and the first 
solution of a linear equation, reached by 
guessing, appears on page 218. 

Exercises in New-New Math have little 
to do with math. For example, 2nd graders 
learn data collection by drawing pictures of 
their lunch, cutting out the pictures, then 
placing them in paper bags. Mathematical 
"concepts" often are laden with feelings, 
selfesteem, dumbing down, and political 
correctness. 

Critics liken this type of math to Whole 
Language, which does not teach children 
reading skills but rather to guess at words. 
Likewise, in "whole math," students 
frequently guess at the answers. 

"Although the Wicked Whole-Lan
guage Witch is dying, the Whole-Math 

Witch isn't even ill," said Wayne Bishop, 
professor of mathematics at California 
State University at Los Angeles. 

This change in focus began in 1989 
when the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics recommended a national 
overhaul of teaching math to curb falling 
test scores and renew interest in math. The 
new math would make the subject more 
meaningful by changing the emphasis from 
drills, rules, and rote learning to "real-world 
problem solving." 

The voluntary national standards and 
test that President Clinton supports would 
contain such math. 

New-New Math has become a vehicle 
for an aggressive multicultural agenda. The 
National Council ofTeachers ofMathemat
ics, a promoter of whole math, riddles its 
literature with advice on how to push multi
culturalism in arithmetic and math lessons. 

"Ethnomathematicians" are now sprout
ing up to contest the claim that W estem 
math is a universal and abstract discipline 
that has little to do with culture and 
ethnicity. Rather, they say, Western math 
is an expression of white male culture 
imposed on nonwhites. 

Dan Caton, of Scott Foresman Addison 
Wesley, the publisher of Focus onAlgebra: 
An Integrated Approach, defends the book. 
"Our culture is changing," he said, "and our 
books have to reflect that culture." 

Mathematically Correct, a San Diego
based organization that opposes whole 
math, has posted a list of commandments 
on its Web site, including "Honor the 
correct answer more than the guess," 
"Give good grades only for good work," 
and "Avoid vague objectives." ,S 

Florida County Approves Bible Study 
But Move Will Face Court Challenge 

FORT MYERS, FL- The school 
board in this Florida County has adopted 
a policy to allow schools to teach Bible 
studies. The curriculum will be elective 
and will focus entirely on the New Testa
ment. 

Opponents of the curriculum are 
threatening legal challenges, but the 
board's position is that the Bible can con-

stitutionally be taught as history and as 
an aspect of American culture. 

Lawyers for the district and a liberal 
activist group, People for the American 
Way, assert that the curriculum, which 
was developed by the North Carolina
based National Council on Bible Curricu
lum, will not withstand a constitutional 

challenge. ,S 

What Happened to Mathematics Education? 
This is an introduction to issues that have been raised concerning changes to 

mathematics education in the public schools in San Diego and other areas of Cali
fornia. 

In San Diego middle schools, the school district is implementing a math pro
gram called CPM (College Preparatory Mathematics). It is a part of a so-called 
Reform in math education being introduced from kindergarten to high school. 

In practice, as implemented in San Diego and elsewhere, this approach: 
• Reduces the material that students are expected to learn ("dumbs-down 

math"). 
Virtually eliminates the teacher role as an information provider. 
Demands a very large time commitment to writing about math at the expense 
of doing math. 
Demands group work and group grades, and restricts questions of the teacher 
from individuals. 
Reduces knowledge and accuracy in the parts of math that actually do get 
done. 
Greatly reduces practice and drills as educational tools, so basic skills don't 
become automatic. 

• Promotes dependence on the use of calculators, and basic arithmetic suffers 
as a result. 
Has been reported by teachers to produce inferior results. 
Leaves students poorly prepared for later science and math courses. 

CPM is just one example of the Whole Math that is coming to our schools. In 
spite of the fact that educators and school districts are recommending these changes 
to mathematics instruction, this new approach is meeting with opposition as par
ents become aware of what is happening to their children. Middle school and high 
school math is vitally important to subsequent mathematics and science education 
and to careers in today's society. These changes even affect elementary school 
children. 

There is a very real possibility that our children will suffer due to the 
implementation of these unverified curriculum designs. 

Glossary of Terms 

Mathematics: The science of structure, order, and relation that has evolved from 
elemental practices of counting, measuring, and describing the shapes of objects. 
It deals with logical reasoning and quantitative calculation. 
Math: A shortened version of mathematics. 
New Math: A change in the perspective of mathematics education in the early 
'60s that emphasized set theory, and has nothing to do with the changes to math 
education today. 
Whole Math: The current revolution in mathematics curriculum, akin to the Whole 
Language experiment, that emphasizes group discussion, essays, calculators and 
guessing, and de-emphasizes basic skills and direct instruction. 
Complete Math: A term used by the math reform movement to avoid using the 
term Whole Math. 
New-New Math: Another term for Whole Math, used in the San Francisco Chronicle. 
Reform Math: Another term for Whole Math, used by the proponents of these 
changes. 
Fuzzy Math: A reference to Whole Math, probably originating in Palo Alto, CAO 
Fuzzy Crap: A reference to Fuzzy Math, attributed in print to Maureen DiMarco, 
then the California State Secretary of Child Development and Education. 
Mickey Mouse Math: Another term for Whole Math, not believed to have origi
nated in Anaheim. 
CPM: (College Preparatory Mathematics) A variety of Whole Math to be given 
instead of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. 
IMP: (Interactive Mathematics Program) Another variety of Fuzzy Math to be 
given instead of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra IL 
MathLand: One of many versions of Whole Math for primary grades, possibly 
related to the use of the term Mickey Mouse Math. 
Algebra Lite: A reference to CPM and similar Fuzzy versions of Algebra. 
Placebo Math: A reference to Whole Math from the biomedical research commu
nity. 
MTV Math: A reference to Whole Math texts used in the Wall Street Journal. 
Compulsory Pedagogical Manure: One parent's characterization of a new math 
program. 

The above was taken from the "Mathematically Correct" web site: 
http ://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/mathman/ 

for further information about the controversy over math standards, see the Wall Street 
Journal, Nov. 5, 1991, page 1. 




