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Court Rules In Favor of Bible Club In School 
CLARKSBURG, WV - Charles Town 

Junior High School and the Jefferson 
County Board of Education infringed on 
the First Amendment rights of students 
when they denied Bible Club members 
permission to take a field trip to attend the 

''Forgo Goals 
2000 Funds,'' 
Says Bill Bennett 

IND IAN APO LIS, IN - In a letter to Indi
ana Congressman Dan Burton (R), Wtlliam 
Bennett has advised Indiana not to accept 
federal funds under Goals 2000. 

"It is my advice," Bennett wrote, "that 
the state of Indiana forgo the Goals 2000 
money and move toward localizing as many 
aspects of education policy as possible." 
Bennett added, 'The mandates that Indiana 
would be forced to adhere to would, in my 
opinion, outweigh the benefit of the extra 
money." 

Bennett also wrote his overall reason for 
opposing the law. "I oppose Goals 2000 
because it attaches a number of 'strings' to 
the grant money it offers. These strings 
are de facto mandates on states and they 
are harmful." 

Congressman Bmion said that he con
tacted Bennett for his opinion when he re
alized that the state ofindiana was applying 
for the federal Goals 2000 program, which 
was signed into law March 31, 1994. 

"I, along with every other Republican 
member of the Indiana congressional del
egation, voted against this legislation," Bur
ton said, "because it amounts to a federal 
takeover of America's education system. I 
doubt that the Republican leadership down 
at the State House would support Indiana's 
participation in this program if they knew 
why Secretary Bennett and other leading 
Republicans are so opposed to it." 

Burton hopes that the elected officials in 
Indiana will take Secretary Bennett's advice 
and decide to withdraw Indiana's Goals 
2000 application. "Indiana would not be the 
first state to consider withdrawing its grant 
application," Burton said. 'The newly
elected State Superintendent of Public In
struction for the state of Idaho has pledged 
to withdraw her state's Goals 2000 applica
tion." Several bills introduced into the U.S. 
House and Senate would substantially 
defund Goals 2000. □ 

Montana Rejects Goals 2000 

HELENA, MT - Montana is the first 
state to reject federal money for public 
schools under the "Goals 2000" pro
gram. Montana is giving up $6.5 million 
from Goals 2000, even though Governor 
Marc Racicot disagreed with the deci
sion of the House-Senate conference 
committee working on the budget. 

National Day of Prayer in Washington DC. 
That's what U.S. District Judge Irene 
Keeley concluded on April 27 when she 
granted the request of junior high student 
Erin DeLullo and her mother Cindy for an 
injunction requiring the school and the 
board to permit attendance at the May 4 
ceremonies. 

In her written decision, released just 
three days before the event, Judge Keeley 

argued that denying the requested injunc
tion would have obliged Bible Club 
members either to take an unexcused 
absence from school to attend the Day of 
Prayer - and suffer the academic conse
quences - or forgo the trip altogether. 
Having to forgo the trip, the judge 
concluded, would have deprived the stu
dents of their "First Amendment rights to 
free speech, free exercise of religion, 

[and] free assembly and 
their rights to equal treat
ment under the Equal 
Access Act." 

Stephanie, Gretchen, Fabiola, Katie, Crystal, Karen, Kevin, 
Jonathan, Erin, Mrs. Richmond (mentor), Regina, Angela 

Under the Board of 
Education's "Limited 
Open Forum" provisions, 
the Bible Club and other 
non curricular student 
groups at Charles Town 
Junior High are supposed 
to enjoy "equal access" to 
school facilities for con
ducting meetings "onnon
instructional time for non
curriculum related pur
poses." The Associate Su-

March 2, 1995 

The Honorable Dan Burton 
United States Congress 
8900 Keystone at the Crossing 
Suite 1050 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

Dear Congressman Burton: 

I am writing to follow up on your inquiry about the wisdom 
of your state accepting federal funds under Goals 2000. 

As you know, Lamar Alexander and I have been working with 
a number of your colleagues to construct education legisla
tion that returns the decision making power back to the 
states, local school boards and ultimately, the parents. It 
is our position that virtually every issue -- including 
curriculum, standards and outcomes -- should be decided at 
the local level. In fact, we are calling for the abolition 
of the Department of Education and replacing the program 
money now in place with simple block grants to the states. I 
am enclosing a copy of our testimony before the House Eco
nomic and Educational Opportunities Subcommittee on Oversight 
and Investigation which elaborates on this plan. 

I oppose Goals 2000 because it attaches a number of 
"strings" to the grant money it offers. These strings are de 
facto mandates on states and they are harmful. On balance, 
the money available to Indiana under Goals 2000 is negligible 
based on your overall education budget. The mandates that 
Indiana would be forced to adhere to would, in my opinion, 
outweigh the benefit of the extra money. It is my advice 
that the state of Indiana forgo Goals 2000 money and move 
toward localizing as many aspects of education policy as 
possible. 

If I can be of any assistance to you or the state of 
Indiana as you continue to consider this matter, please 
contact my staff. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Bennett 

perintendent of Schools denied the club's 
request for permission to attend the 
National Day of Prayer ostensibly for three 
reasons: First, because the activity was not 
"content-neutral"; second, because the 

See Bible Club, Page 4 

Bill Protects 
Parents' Rights 

WASHINGTON, DC - The House 
passed the Family Privacy Protection Act 
(FPPA) on April 4 by an overwhelming 
margin of 418 to 7. The bill requires prior 
written parental consent before a minor can 
participate in any federally-funded survey 
that seeks private information, such as po
litical or religious views, sexual attitudes or 
behaviors, and critiques of family mem
bers. 

The FPPA is an expansion of the 
Grassley Amendment passed last year, 
which requires prior written consent for 
surveys funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The new bill expands this to 
include surveys funded by all other federal 
agencies. The FPPA was strengthened 
with an amendment by Rep. Mark Souder 
(R-IN) that reinforced the written consent 
language. 

The issue of nosy questions has been a 
major area of parental rights ever since the 
passage of the Protection of Pupil Rights 
Amendment in 1978 and the adoption of its 
federal regulations in 1984. Those inter
ested in the history of this issue can still 
buy the transcript of the testimonies in 
Child Abuse in the Classroom by Phyllis 
Schlafly. (Pere Marquette Press, P.O. Box 
495, Alton, IL 62002, $8.00) E1 

House Takes 
Axe to NESIC 

WASHINGTON, DC -The House has 
voted to eliminate the National Education 
Standards and Improvement Council 
(NESIC), a commission of presidential ap
pointees that would set down standards 
with which the states would be strong
armed into complying. NESIC was autho
rized under Goals 2000 in order to certify 
national standards on student performance 
and educational requirements. It was in
tended to help states develop their own 
standards as a mirror of the federal stan
dards. 

According to Bill Goodling (R-PA), chair
man of the Committee on Economic and 
Educational Opportunities, abolishing 
NESIC is a first step toward eliminating fed
eral control over schools. 

The House already voted to cut $17 4 
million in federal funds previously autho
rized for Goals 2000 programs. The Senate 
has only offered to cut $7 million. A $92 
million compromise is expected. □ 
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EDUCATION 
BRIEFS~ 

The Rutherford Institute has 
filed suit against the Austin Com
munity College (ACC) on behalf of 
Richard Manson, an English pro
fessor who was fired for comment
ing publicly on the dangers of grade 
inflation and its threat to academic 
freedom. Manson had been in good 
standing with ACC from August 1982 
until August 1993 when he gave a foot
ball scholarship student an "F" grade. 
ACC then changed the student's "F" to 
a "C." In September 1993, Manson was 
informed that his standards were too 
high and, as punishment, his course 
load would be reduced. In May 1994 his 
course load was eliminated because he 
publicly criticized grade inflation. 

The types of writing American 
schoolchildren actually do as part 
of their regular classroom work is 
disappointing. When students them
selves chose the best of their regular 
classroom work for the National As
sessment of Educational Progress Writ
ing Portfolio (NAEP) Study, results 
were "overwhelmingly mediocre or 
worse," said Marilyn Whirry, English 
teacher and member of the governing 
board that oversees the NAEP tests. 
The portfolio study looked at a nation
ally representative sampling of 1,800 
4th-graders and a similar number of 
8th-graders. 

The Great Rivers Girl Scout 
Council has eliminated a sexual 
awareness program, which oppo
nents called a "sex camp." For the 
past 12 years, the Great Rivers Girl 
Scout Council has offered a weekend 
Human Sexuality Retreat for 12 to 14 
year-olds. Concerned parents and 
groups such as Caring Responsibly for 
our Youth ( CRY) criticized the retreat 
for providing "provocative" material. 

Virginia's attorney general and 
the state board of education have 
proposed guidelines that would al
low student-led prayer at public 
school graduations. The guidelines, 
drafted by Attorney General James S. 
Gilmore II, could reignite the debate 
over religion's place in schools. Mark 
Troobnick, legal counsel for the Ameri
can Center for Law and Justice, said the 
guidelines lay the groundwork for a 
state-backed challenge to federal court 
rulings against school prayer. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is 
published monthly by Eagle Forum Edu
cation & Legal Defense Fund with edito
rial offices at 7800 Bonhomme Ave., St. 
Louis, MO 63105, (314)721-1213. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are those 
of the persons quoted and should not be 
attributed to Eagle Forum Education & 
Legal Defense Fund. Annual subscription 
$25. Back issues available @ $2. Second 
Class postage paid at Alton Illinois. 

Kansas Superintendent Hauls 
More Than a Bad Back 

KANSAS CITI, KS- Walter Marks, the 
superintendent of a school district that has 
spent $1.3 billion on desegregation pro
grams and is nationally known for having 
the most expensive 
schools in the United 
States, has taken medical 

@''~' ✓_ -u -- ' 
leave. While he is enjoying 
the Florida sun, the Su
preme Court is considering ~ a new case on Missouri's 
controversial desegregation program. 

Marks was hired four years ago to over
see the federal court-ordered desegrega
tion plan. He had been fired from his previ
ous job in Richmond, California, where his 
district needed a $29 billion bailout from the 
state. In 1984, he had resigned as superin
tendent from a district in Raleigh, NC, after 
a controversy over school finances. 

Now Marks is under attack by the Kan-

Harvard 
Students Protest 
the Contract 
With America 

CAMBRIDGE, MA- Harvard students 
held a rally to protest what they term as the 
"Contract on America." Sponsored by the 
Coalition Against the Contract with 
America, the rally was held on the steps of 
Widener Library. "Newt's Contract At
tacks Students, the Poor, Women, Chil
dren, Minorities, Immigrants, and the Envi
ronment," claimed a protest banner sum
marizing the rally's sentiment. 

Veronica Jung, one of the rally organiz
ers, said the goal of the protest was to raise 
student awareness. "I think Harvard stu
dents can be insulated from the real world." 
She went on to say that many were not 
even aware of the impact of proposed finan
cial aid cuts. 

One of the rally's protestors Irene 
Cheng, president of the Asian American 
Association, claimed that the Contract's 
"true nature is racism, xenophobia, and in
justice." Bruce Burleson of the Interna
tional Socialist Committee added that "the 
reason why Newt is defending this system 
is that this system attacks the poor." 

"Aside from their untruth," writes 
Travis Hendon in the Harvard Salient, 
"these statements attest that there was 
clearly much more to this rally than the 
financial aid card the Coalition played to 
draw students in to their cause." ll1iJ 

sas City School District for excessive travel 
at district expense. Marks told the board in 
December that he needed 
to take medical leave for 
his ailing back. A Kansas 
City t?le~sion . station ~, 
filmed hrrn m Flonda carry- · -~-=-:= -,-0, 

ing heavy boxes and walking without a 
cane. Following the video broadcast, Marks 
changed his story. He then said that he 
was on medical leave due to "stress." In late 
January, the school board hired a lawyer to 
investigate his medical condition. (See 
Education Reporter, June 1991 and Feb. 
1992, for background on the unique Kansas 
City School situation and a picture of its 
Olympic-size swimming pool.) mi 

Teens Are Sold 
on Chastity 

RICHMOND, VA- Chastity rings are big 
business for jewelry stores across the 
country. Fashioned of 10-or 14-karat gold, 
these rings symbolize a pledge to remain 
sexually pure until marriage. 

These chastity rings are the brainchild 
of Stuller, one of the largest U.S. manufac
turers of cast jewelry. Stuller sees this as an 
opportunity to capitalize on the conserva
tive trend across America. 

The rings come in ~--------
t w o s t y l e s : ai------ ~ 
Unblossomed Rose and Gift-Wrapped 
Heart. The rings come with a pale-pink 
pledge card for girls that reads: "Gift wrap 
your heart and give it to Jesus. You'll be 
surprised when he opens it." A similar 
pledge card for boys is pale blue. 

On the back is a pledge to God to "re
main sexually pure until the day I give my
self as a wedding gift'' to a spouse. "It's not 
my idea," Charles Peddicord, owner of 
Charlie's Jewelry in Newport News, VA 
says. 'They sold out of these rings nation
ally. I bought the last few that they had." 

'They're just dealing with the move
ment across the nation where kids are try
ing to stay pure for themselves and their 
God and their future spouses," comments 
Mr. Peddicord. 

Many teenagers who participated in the 
'True Love Waits" campaign last year re
ceived rings from their parents as symbols 
of their commitment to chastity (See Edu
cation Reporter, September 1994). 

Since September, approximately 1,400 
rings have been sold. A boys version of the 
ring came outinJanuarywhich sells under 
the name Rugged Cross. 

James Louviere, director of religious 
products for Stuller, developed the rings 
with his teenage daughters in mind. "I gave 
my daughter the very first one," he says.IE! 

District Resists OBE, and $5 Million 
PURCHASE LINE, PA- Jeopardizing 

possibly more than $5 million in state fund
ing, the Purchase Line Board of Education 
has failed to pass a motion that would have 
brought the district into compliance with 
the state's Chapter V, Outcome-Based 
Education mandate. 

Purchase line is required by law to sub
mit a strategic plan to the state Department 

of Education by Sept. 30, 1996. The plan is 
supposed to specify how district students 
will achieve the 53 education outcomes set 
by the state. 

By a 6-2 vote, the board rejected a mo
tion that would have set the strategic plan
ning process in motion. "If the strategic 
plan is stopped and funding is stopped, 

See OBE, Page 4 

Book of the Month 

When Nations Die 
by Jim Nelson Black, Tyndale House 
Publishers, Inc., 1994, Wheaton, IL, 263 
pps, $16.99. (Also available on Tyndale 
Living Audio narrated by Jim Nelson 
Black, 2 cassettes, abridged, $12.99) 

Education, rising crime rates, and 
the economy are just a few of the serious 
challenges facing America today. fVhen 
Nations Die gives valuable insight into 
these crises by taking a uniquely histori
cal look at the rise and fall of civilizations 
and the fate of great empires. 

Author Jim Nelson Black reveals 
ten warning signs of decline evident in 
today's culture and gives striking cross
cultural examples, showing that every 
great civilization - from ancient Greeks 
and Romans to the Soviet Union - has 
faced the same problems. 

"One of the greatest reasons for the 
decline of American society over the 
past century has been the tendency of 
Christians who have practical solutions 
to abandon the forum at the first sign of 
resistance," Black writes. "Our chal
lenge today is not to run from conflict but 
to engage in it." 

Jim Nelson Black lived and studied 
where many of these great cities once 
stood, Carthage (now Tunisia) among 
them. He offers a global perspective as 
he draws parallels between modern cul
ture and the past. 

Among the social and cultural dys
functions Black identifies are: 
• Crisis of lawlessness throughout the 

culture; 
• Loss of economic discipline and self

restraint; 
• Rising bureaucracy, government 

regulation, and taxes; 
® Decline in the quality and relevance of 

education; 
• Weakening cultural foundations; 
• A loss of respect for established reli

gions; 
• Increase in materialism. 

Black examines these issues in light 
of events in fonner great civilizations. 
"When nations die, they do not simply 
disappear," Black writes. 'The lesson for 
us is that, even if we fear that America 
has turned its back on its foundational 
beliefs and its civic virtues, we certainly 
cannot afford to give up on this country 
or to lose hope of a spiritual renewal." 

fVhen Nations Die is essential read
ing for those who want to learn how 
great civilizations of the past have died 
and how we in America can avoid their 
same fate. 



by Margaret Brown 
Assessment is very important because, 

to a large extent, what you test is what you 
get. This is especially true if there are 
rewards or penalties associated with the 
results, either in the form of financial bo
nuses or penalties, or just in the form of the 
notoriety or acclaim that comes when test 
results are published. It's just natural for 
educators to want to look good on what
ever measure the public is given of their 
performance. Teachers will attempt to 
teach to the test. So, appropriate tests can 
go a long way toward determining the qual
ity of education in the classroom. 

What type of assessments are appropri
ate? To answer that, we must recognize 
that there are two main purposes for as
sessments: 

1. to evaluate an individual student in 
order to know where he needs more help. 
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What Assessments Are Reliable? 
criterion-referenced test compares the 
student's performance to the highest score 
possible on the test. The score may be 
expressed as a raw score, a percent, or a 
range. An example of this is the basic Com
petency Test that is given to Alabama stu
dents in grades 3, 6, and 9. These types of 
tests are generally paper-and-pencil mul
tiple-choice tests that can be machine 
scored, making them much more economi
cal than performance tests. 

Nationally-normed tests generally cover 
a broader range of material and difficulty 
than criterion-referenced tests. They take 
a random sample of the student's knowl
edge on questions from a very broad pool of 
possible test questions. It is much harder to 
teach this type of test; teachers must cover 
a broad range of content and difficulty for 
students to do well. Therefore, excellence 
is encouraged. However, whatever score is 

maticallyfall below the standard. The prob
lem is that criterion-referenced tests are 
much more limited in what they test and 
they encourage a focus on minimums. 
Schools that have safely exceeded the 
minimum standards measured by the test 
may have a false sense of accomplishment 
and not push on to excellence. The stan
dards can be set so low that they are mean
ingless. If the standards are set too high, 
then some schools 

for teachers to use in the classroom to 
evaluate individual students. A writing 
sample does in some ways give a clearer 
picture of whether a student can express 
himself in writing than a multiple-choice 
test on grammar rules. However, here, too, 
there are serious limitations and they 
should not be used as the sole measure
ment. There is the subjective element to 
the evaluation, but also, performance as

may be unfairly 
treated. The aca
demic talent pool 
varies from school 
to school and from 
class to class 
within a school. 
What is easily 

Norm-referenced tests 
give a student's rank 

among all those taking the 
test ( ordinarily expressed 
as a percentile or stanine). 

sessments are 
very limited in 
what they mea
sure. Anything 
beyond the basic 
criteria of the scor
ing rubric will not 
be measured. For 
example, it would 

11'Wi'>l~ON1Hf)..i flf~~T PAREt-.\TSONt' THI\T MR~. ~i?.NEL.81:GAN To 
~P~C.T \-!ER V~LUE~·C:LP\RIFICfflJON c~ WA~ ~E~O~f"oRTRoUBLE! 

achievable with one group of students may 
be out of reach with another group. This 
type of variation can occur from one class 
to the next with the same teacher in the 
same school, and does not necessarily indi
cate poor management or poor teaching. 
To be fair to school personnel, the stan
dard should be set at the level that compe
tent teaching and management can reason
able achieve with the least academically 
talented group of students in the state. 
Who knows what that is? 

be impossible to determine from a writing 
sample whether students could properly 
use participial phrases if they didn't happen 
to include any. There are many writing 
conventions that well-educated students 
need to know about but that are only used 
occasionally, and therefore might never ap
pear in a writing sample. This is all the more 
true because students tend to avoid using 
constructions they are less familiar with. 
Furthermore, one could check for proper 
usage of the words in a paragraph, but, gen
erally, students use a vocabulary that is fa
miliar. This would tell nothing about the 
student's knowledge of other words! A vari
ety of means of evaluation is desirable, in
cluding paper-and-pencil multiple choice, 
short answer or essay tests, collections of 
work such as portfolios, projects or demon
strations. Actually, the more different 
types of evaluation measures, the more 
likely the teacher will have an accurate pic
ture of the student's progress. 

~.~----

2. to evaluate schools or school systems 
for accountability purposes. 

I must say that there is a serious ques
tion in my mind as to whether schools 
should be evaluated by test results, but 
since we are already doing that in Alabama, 
and since our statewide assessment sys
tem is being considered for change, I will 
approach it from this perspective: If you're 
going to assess for accountability pur
poses, what is the best type of assessment 
to use? 

There are three main types of assess
ment being used today in state assessment 
programs - norm-referenced tests, crite
rion-referenced tests and performance 
tests - and none of them is ideal. There is 
no ideal test The main problem is arriving 
at criteria by which to judge schools that 
are reliable, be fair to all schools, and at the 
same time do not create a disincentive to 
excellence. Each type of test has its prob
lems and limitations. 

Norm-referenced tests give a student's 
rank among all those taking the test (ordi
narily expressed as a percentile or 
stanine). An example of this type of test is 
the Stanford Achievement Test that is 
given to Alabama's 4th and 8th graders. A 

set as the minimum acceptable score, there 
will always be schools that fall below it, even 
if all schools do an excellent job. Con
versely, even if all schools do a miserable 
job, some will still have very high percentile 
rankings. If you select the 10th percentile 
as the minimum acceptable score, then by 
definition, 10% of schools will fall below the 
10th percentile. Half of all schools will auto
matically be below 

The third type of assessment that is be
ing used to evaluate schools for account
ability is performance assessment. An ex
ample of this is the Writing Assessment 
that is given to Alabama students in grades 
2, 5, and 7. Writing samples must be read 
and evaluated individually by a scorer, mak
ing this a much more expensive test to 
score. 

Besides the expense, a serious limita
tion is that these cannot be objectively 
scored. Even with an elaborate scoring 
rubric, there will always be a subjective ele
ment to the scoring that produces low reli
ability. Kentucky adopted this type of as
sessment for statewide accountability pur
poses and has faced a lot of opposition 
from teachers and parents. In response, 
the State School Board recently commis
sioned an independent evaluation of the 
test by the Evaluation Center at W estem 

Michigan Univer
average, no matter 
what So, by giving 
a relative rather 
than an absolute 
reading, a nation
ally-normed test 
could cause some 
schools to be 
misclassified as fail
ing when they are 
not 

Criterion-refer-

T he main problem is 
arriving at criteria by 

which to judge schools 
that are reliable, are fair 
to all schools, and at the 
same time do not create a 
disincentive to excel
lence. 

sity. The study 
concluded that, 
"Neither educa
tion and testing 
agencies nor the 
measurement 
profession has 
solved the many 
technical and op
erational prob
lems with large-
scale use of per
formance-based enced tests give an 

absolute reading and are therefore better 
for determining minimum levels of compe
tency. On a criterion-referenced test, all can 
achieve a given percentage of correct an
swers, or all can fail to achieve it. A prede
termined number of schools will not auto-

assessments." The Kentucky Office of 
Education Accountability had previously 
warned of "the potential for inflating 
scores" (Louisville Courier-Journal 1/11/ 
94). What kind of accountability is that? 

Performance tests are quite appropriate 

Performance assessments are being 
used more and more to evaluate schools in 
other subject areas besides writing, where 
students are asked to demonstrate that 
they can apply what they have learned. 
The tremendous push for "authentic as
sessments" or "performance assessments" 
is being justified by the entirely false notion 
that paper-and-pencil tests cannot measure 
"critical thinking" or the ability to apply 
knowledge. This type of assessment is 
good for measuring skills like using a calcu
lator or microscope, shooting a basket, driv
ing a car, reading a map, plotting a graph, or 
writing a paragraph with proper structure. 
These are the things that, once you can do 
them, you can do them. There is only so 
much to know, and you can pretty well dem
onstrate all there is to know by doing it a 
time or two. Knowing chemistry or history 
is not like that because there is always 
more to know. It is just not possible to test 
as broad a range of content by demonstra
tions. Therefore, it is important for assess
ments to keep emphasizing knowledge and 
not encourage a move to a skills-based cur
riculum which narrows the knowledge 
base. There is a trend in education circles 
today toward denigrating knowledge. This 

See Focus, Page 4 
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Texas Ousts 
OBE, 'Failed 
Experiment' 

McKINNEY, 1X - Parents are calling an 
Outcome-Based Education pilot school in 
McKinney, Texas a "failed experiment." 
The elementary school, renamed the Aca
demic Competitiveness through Technol
ogy (ACT) Academy, was given carte 
blanche to create a model of Outcome
Based Education. 

The school received a $5.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education to 
turn it into a "world class model" for a 
"state of the art, high technology center to 
prepare students to compete internation
ally." Students were selected from across 
the district to reflect ethnic and socioeco
nomic factors. 

In their effort to "reinvent education," 
grades were abolished and the 250 stu
dents grouped into "clusters." Teachers 
were called "facilitators" and prepared an 
individual learning plan for each student. 
When the pupils asked, ''What do you 
want us to do?" The facilitators answered, 
''What do you want to do?" 

No traditional grades were given. Two 
years later, one fourth of the students are 
gone, the director has resigned, and stu
dents are performing poorly on standard
ized tests. Some parents call the school a 
"failed experiment." !iJ 

OBE 
continued from page 2------
board members are personally liable for 
lost revenue," said board president David 
Long, who voted in favor of the motion. 

The state Department of Education has 
the power to cut off state funding for 
schools that don't comply with state man
dates. Purchase Line received $5.3 million 
in state funding this year. School board 
members are the only elected officials in 
Pennsylvania who can be held directly re
sponsible for the consequences of their 
votes. 

Following defeat of the first motion, the 
board voted instead to send letters to all 
area legislators "indicating their non-sup
port of this mandate." The resolution also 
asks the lawmakers to consider legislation 
that would give all districts the right to 
choose whether or not they wish to par
ticipate in performance based objectives 
currently mandated under Chapter V. 

Purchase Line is the only school district 
in the state known to have refused to sub
mit a strategic plan. State education offi
cials have refused to speculate on what 
penalties the department might impose if 
Purchase Line continues on its present 
course of action. No action would be taken 
until the district actually misses the dead
line of Sept. 30, 1996, said Beth Boyer of 
the state Department of Education. 

The Purchase Line board held two spe
cial meetings in the last two months to 
gather public opinion on whether to de
velop a strategic plan that would bring the 
district into compliance with the state-man
dated Chapter V. Public opinion appeared 
to be against adopting a strategic plan. El 

REYNOLDSBURG CTIY SCHOOLS 
HANNAH ASHTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

School Year 199_ - 199_ 
EVALUATION REPORT 

Learner: 

Bible Club 
continued from page 1 ______ _ 
school and the Board are prohibited from 
expending any funds on behalf of a 
noncurricular related school group; and 
third, because the activity would interfere 
with the orderly educational activities of 
the school. 
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Observing that the trip was to be 
financed entirely by the students them
selves, Judge Keeley argued that "the 
incidental benefit to the Bible Club" 
resulting from the payment of a faculty 
chaperone's salary for one day "would not 
create an excessive entanglement with 
religion that would violate the First 
Amendment." The cost of a teacher's 
salary, she added, "is already a fixed cost in 
the school system's budget." 

Judge Keeley remarked on the fact that 
"the Board has permitted numerous 
noncurricular clubs and field trips," which 
suggests that "disruption to the school day 
is tolerated for other groups who have 
been permitted to travel out of county and 
out of state." The only other field trip 
rejected in the past, she noted, was a 
proposed Bible Club tour of Israel. "It thus 
appears," concluded Keeley, "that, histori
cally, the Jefferson County Board of 
Education has only disapproved trips 
requested by the Bible Club." 

continued from page 3 _______________________ _ 

Having ruled out cost and disruption to 
the school day as legitimate concerns, 
Judge Keeley addressed the final consider
ation, program content, pointing out that 
"discrimination based on content of a 
group's speech is impermissible unless a 
compelling state interest is being served." 
The only compelling interest cited by 
school officials was the need to avoid 
"excessive entanglement with religion," 
and that, said the judge, is just what the 
Limited Open Forum policy is designed to 
do. 

is widely discussed by the theorists in the 
journals. After all, they say, why stuff stu
dents' heads full of facts which soon be
come obsolete? Performance assessments 
get a lot of support from these types. They 
do have their place, but not as accountabil
ity measures for schools. After all, what 
schools are evaluated on is what they will 
focus on, and our schools need to focus on 
giving students more content knowledge, 
not less. 

Well, if not portfolios, projects and dem
onstrations, and with the limitations of 
norm-referenced and criterion-referenced 
tests, then what type of test should be used 
for accountability purposes? I think the an
swer must be a balanced use of norm-refer
enced tests and criterion-referenced tests 
that test only solid academics at the full 
range of difficulty. Equal weight given to 
both types of tests will encourage broad 
content coverage and reduce the potential 
for unfair negative labeling for some 
schools. The public expects schools to pro
duce academically solid students. Testing 
students' attitudes on acid rain, the United 
Nations, population growth, or appreciation 
for other cultures, or how well they esteem 
themselves or others, just won't getthe job 
done. We also need to test students' ability 
to read early so that problems will be discov
ered before the student has already be
come so frustrated that he has developed a 
negative attitude toward school. We do not 
need to allow our dissatisfaction with the 
current condition of education in our state to 
cause us to leap or even creep into a radical 
experiment like Kentucky's, as some in our 
state have proposed. Norm-referenced and 
criterion-referenced paper-and-pencil tests 
are neither innovative nor glitzy and will not 

bring us the media attention Kentucky has 
received, but with the proper content they 
will encourage the type of teaching our stu
dents need. They are also economical, so 
that they don't eat up dollars needed for 
supplies, equipment, buildings, buses, and 
other needs. 

We must remember that accountability 
testing is at best a poor, artificial measure of 
performance, and it is fraught with danger. 
The truest and best kind of accountability 
happens on a local level, through involve
ment of parents and citizens of the local 
community. 

Margaret Brown is also the author of 
Regaining Excellence in Education Re
source Guide which can be ordered for 
$10.00 from Eagle Forum of Alabama Edu
cation Fund, 4200 Stone River Circle, Bir-
mingham, AL 35213. El 

According the Bible Club the same 
rights, privileges, and limitations as other 
noncurricular student groups "would not 
impermissibly advance religion," Judge 
Keeley concluded, "and there is no 
compelling state interest at stake in 
denying this trip to the National Day of 
Prayer." El 
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