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Utah Requires Parental Consent for Nosy Questions 
SALT LAKE CITi'.', UT -- Governor 

Michael Leavitt of Utah signed into law on 
March 2 a bill many consider to be "the 
most important piece of legislation of the 
'94 session." The Utah Family Education 
Rights and Privacy Act, H.B. 403, pre
vents schools from conducting any psy
chological or psychiatric examination, test 
or treatment without the prior written 
consent of the student's parents. This 
legislation prohibits nosy questions about 
such topics as income, religion, politics, 

psychological problems, illegal behavior, 
and sexual behavior. (See text on page 2.) 

"It will do more to derail Outcome-Based 
Education than anything else we are do
ing," claims Gayle Ruzicka, who worked 
around the clock along with many other 
concerned parents to get the bill passed. 

She says the passage of H.B. 403 was 
important "to protect families from having 
the government snoop into the most pri
vate parts of our lives and use our children 
as guinea pigs in social programs." 

The legislation was sponsored by 
Speaker of the House, Rob Bishop, who 
was able to get it through committee and 
on to the floor of the House in the last two 
days of the session. It passed with only 
four opposing votes. 

Matt Hilton, a constitutional attorney 
and the author of this legislation, spent 
hundreds of hours in research and nego
tiations to write it. In spite of some oppo
sition, H.B: 403 passed just one hour be
fore midnight, which was the end of the 

RWJ Foundation Funds School-Based Clinics 

PRINCETON, NJ -The Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation has awarded 12 states 
$23.2 million to develop school-based com
prehensive health services for the nation's 
school-age children. 

"Children comprise a substantial pro
portion of the uninsured population in 
America," said Steven A. Schroeder, M.D., 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
president. "Comprehensive school-based 
health care is a practical solution for get
ting these kids the care they need and that 
we want them to have." 

The program called "Making the Grade: 
State and Local Partnerships to Establish 
School-Based Health Centers" will give 
participating states $100,000 grants to 
develop plans to establish new clinics and 
expand existing ones and to find ways to 
eliminate barriers that make their devel
opment difficult. Each state will examine 
state laws and regulations, develop a spe
cific plan to reduce or eliminate barriers 
to integrating school-based services, de
velop criteria for selecting local school 
districts to participate and then select two 
or three districts, and develop innovative 
ways to encourage the training of mid
level practitioners. 

After a 15-month planning phase, 10 of 
the 12 states will be selected to receive a 
four-year $2.2 million grant to carry out 
their plans. 

The director of the program is Julia 
Graham Lear, Ph.D., associate research 
professor in the Department of Health 
Services, Management and Policy at the 
George Washington University. She 
claims there is an almost "desperate need" 
for comprehensive health care in schools. 

"Adolescents have always been the most 
neglected, least insured group in our popu
lation with the fewest number of visits to 
the doctor and these average about 10 
minutes," Dr. Lear said. 'This is despite 
the fact that we hear about all these prob
lems that they have, like medical, emo
tional, social-medical like pregnancy and 
substance abuse. Adolescents really fall 
between the cracks." 

The Robert Wood Johnson Founda
tion, based in Princeton, NJ., is the nation's 
largest philanthropy devoted exclusively 
to health and health care. The states the 
foundation chose for the five-year pro-

gram are Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland, New York, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee, and Vermont. 

Project director of the Denver School
Based Clinics, Bruce P. Guernsey, said the 
grant will help set up six new clinics. The 

said. "Teens are embarrassed to go to the 
pediatrician or family doctor with a sexu
ally transmitted disease. Secondly, a large 
sector of teens don't have insurance. Also, 
the pro bl ems that providers are presented 
with are often complicated, psychosocial 
problems that take too much time and 

offer little reimburseDenver program is one 
of the more established 
in the country and has 
been running three high 
school clinics since 
1988. Last spring it ex
panded its services to a 
school district that in
cludes five elementary 
schools and one middle 
school. 

P
roject director 
of the Denver 
School-Based 

Clinics, Bruce P. 
Guernsey, said the 
grant will help set up 
six new clinics. 

ment. Young kids also 
have a problem with 
transportation, getting 
around to go to appoint
ments." 

Treating them 
at school where they 
are every day "just 
made a lot of sense in 
terms of simplifying 

According to the Cen-
ter ,for Population Options, school-based 
clinics receive 45 percent of their funding 
from state and local governments, 16 per
cent from the federal government, and 39 
percent from foundations and other 
sources. 

Dr. David W. Kaplan, chief of adoles
cent medicine at the University of Colo
rado Health Sciences Center, says some 
barriers to health care facing teens may be 
harder to overcome. 

'There are issues of confidentiality," he 

access," Dr. Kaplan 
added. "It was also a natural setting to 
introduce preventative health education 
programs." 

School-based clinics are a prominent 
part of President Clinton's reform pack
age, which calls for up to $500 million a 
year to increase their numbers. Surgeon 
General Joycelyn Elders is a major backer 
of the plan to make these clinics providers 
of prirnary care to school-aged children. 
As director of the Arkansas state health 

See Foundation, page 4 
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Gayle Ruzicka 

1994 session. Rob 
Bishop called it a 
"miracle" that it 
passed out of the 
Senate at such a late 
hour. 

Mrs. Ruzicka 
says the new law will 
protect students 
from nosy questions
like those taken 

from assignments given to Utah students 
during the 1993-94 school year: 

"Do you sleep well at night?" was one of 
the questions asked of second graders. 
Sixth graders were asked, "How impor
tant do you feel you are, or do you ever 
wish you were another person?" In a 
junior high autobiography assignment, a 
teacher asked students to write "if they 
were wanted or if their parents wanted a 
child of another sex" or "do you wish you 
were a member of the other sex?" 

Mrs. Ruzicka is now encouraging Utah 
citizens to do their part. She recommends 
going to schools and asking to serve on 
committees that will be setting up the 
guidelines to implement this law·. She also 
encourages parents to ask to see all tests 
given to their children that have any non
academic questions. D 

Holt Refuses to 
Clean Up 
Health Texts 

Holt, Rinehart and Winston has with
drawn its high school health book from the 
Texas textbook adoption process because 
the Texas State Board of Education or
dered changes to modify the book's ex
plicit sex. Holt said it believes that the 
changes requested would make the text
book "instructionally unsound" and "have 
a negative impact on the quality of instruc
tion." According to news sources, Holt 
stated, "We simply cannot produce a prod
uct that does not provide children with 
adequate instruction on life-threatening 
issues." 

The San Antonio Express-News pub
lished two of the disputed passages from 
the health book along with the State School 
Board's suggested revisions. Here is one 
controversial passage: 

"Ask for five volunteers, each of whom 
will sketch one structure of the female 
reproductive system (ovaries, Fallopian 
tubes, uterus, cervix, vagina). Designate 
a triangular area of the classroom as the 
female reproductive system and have stu
dents place their sketches within the tri
angle to show the proper position of each 
structure. Then name a phase of the 
menstrual cycle ... and have each volun-

See Holt, page 2 
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Fort Wayne, H'j radio talk show 
host Paul PhiUips gets better rat
ings for education issues than for 1• 

typical news stories like crime, 
corruption and Congress, Over the 
radio, he revealed Freedom of Infor- ' 
mation Act findings that a local school 
superintendent, William Coats, and 
some school board members were 
rubber stamping million of ques
tionable expenditures. Parents have 
become more active in school board 
meetings and Phillips' hard-hitting 
reports have prompted listeners and 
sponsors to take notice of talk-radio 
programs that deal with education is-
sues. 

In honor of Women's History 
f 

Month, the 'Women's Studies Pro-
gram at St. Louis University has 

,j encased a poster of "Chrism,'' a 
i four-foot-tall bronze sculpture by 
I artist Edivina Sandys which de-

picts Christ as a woman. Judith 
Gibbons, director of Women's Stud
ies states that she sees the poster as a '1 

symbol of women in religion. 'The 
Christian image of Jesus on the cross 
is always male," she stated, "although I'.' 

the male form is 'historically correct,' 
Christian vvomen feel less identified 
with the image of God!' Students's 

1 views of the presentation conflict. One 
anonymouslywrittennote stated, "'For 
God so loved the world he sent his 

, only Son,' need I say more?" 

Federal law :has effectively 
banned smoking in the nation's 
schools. Goals 2000: Educate 
America Act, which President Clinton 
signed into law in March, includes a 
provlsion barring smoking in any in
doorfacilitythatreceivesfederalfunds 
and that provides educational or health 
services to children. The ban is not 
limited to recipients of Goals 2000 
funds. Violators will be fined $1,000 
per day. 

Many orthodox Jews including 
Rabbi Hersh Ginsberg, leader of 

' the oldest rabbinical organization 
in the Western Hemisphere, have 
condemned the movie Schindler's 
List for its gratuitous frontal nu
dity and disgraceful language. They 
are also disturbed that the movie is 
being shown to large numbers of high 

1 school pupils. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is 
published monthly by Eagle Forum Edu
cation & Legal Defense Fund with edito
rial offices at 7800 Bonhomme Ave., St. 
Louis, MO 63105, (314)721-1213. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are those 
of the persons quoted and should not be 

~ attributed to Eagle Forum Education & 
I Legal Defense Fund. Annual subscription 
'4 $25. Back iss11es available @ $2. Second , i Class postage paid at Alton Illinois. 

UTAH FAM!LY EDUCATION RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT 
1994 

AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC EDUCATION; REQUIPJNG SCHOOL PERSONNEL 
TO COMPLY WITH PROTECTIONS PROVIDED FOR FAMILY Al'\fD STUDENT PRI
VACY; REQUIRING SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO ENACT POLICIES TO RECEIVE WRIT
TEN PARENTAL PERJVIISSION PRIOR TO OBTAINING CERTAIN INFORMATION 
FROM A STUDENT RELATING TO THE STUDENT'S FAl\JIILY; AND REQUIRING 
ADVANCED DISCLOSURE TO PARENTS. 

Section 1. Section 53A-13-301, Utah Code Annotated 1953, is enacted to read: 

Utah Family Education Rights and Privacy Act 
53A-13-30 l, Application of federal law to admiHRistration and operation of 

public schools. 
(1) Employees and agents of the state's public education system shall comply with 

the protections provided for family and student privacy under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act, as enacted by United States Congress, in the administration and 
operation of all public school programs, regardless of the source of funding. 

(2) Each public school district shall enact policies governing the protection of family 
and student privacy as required by this section. 

Section 2. Section 53A-13-302, Utah Code Annotated 1953, is enacted to read: 

53A-13-302. Prohibition of testing without prior written consent -
Validity of consent -- Qualifications. 

Policies adopted by a school district under Section 53A-13-301 shall include 
prohibitions on: 

(1) the administration of any psychological or psychiatric examination, test, or 
treatment, without the prior written consent of the student's parent or legal guardian, in 
which the purpose or effect is to reveal information concerning the student's or any family 
member's: 

(a) political affiliations or philosophies; 
(b) mental or psychological problems; 
(c) sexual behavior, odentation, or attitudes; 
(d) illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
(e) critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student or family member 

has close family relationships; 
(f) religious affiliations or beliefs; 
(g) lega1ly recognized privileged and analogous relationships, such as those 

with lawyers, medical personnel, or ministers; and 
(h) income, except as required by law. 

(2) The prohibitions regarding the inquiry or disclosing of information under 
Subsection (1) shall also apply to the curriculum or other school activities unless prior 
written consent of the student's parent or legal guardian has been obtained. 

(3) Written parental consent is valid only if a parent or legal guardian has been first 
given written notice and a reasonable opportunity to obtain,written information concern
ing: 

(a) records or information, including information about relationships, that may 
be examined or requested; 

(b) the means by which the records or information shall be examined or 
reviewed; 

(c) the means by which the information is to be obtained; 
(d) the purposes for which the records or information are needed; 
(e) the entities or persons, regardless of affiliation, who will have access to the 

personally identifiable information; and 
(f) a method by which a parent of a student can grant permission to access or 

examine the personally identifiable information. 
( 4) (a) Except in the case of exigent circumstances, disclosure to a parent or legal 

guardian must be given at least two weeks, but not more than five months before 
information protected under this section is sought 

(b) A general consent, including a general consent used to approve admission 
to or involvement in a special education or remedial program or regular school activity, 
does not constitute written consent under this section. 

Holt 
continued from page 1 

describe any changes that his or her struc
ture is undergoing at this time." 

Here is the revision suggested by the 
State Board: "Delete this activity. [It] 
disregards the student's obvious embar
rassment at being asked to draw a vagina, 
for example, in a coed classroom." 

Here is a second controversial passage: 
"Bring a package oflatex condoms to class. 
Have students read the package label to 
verify that the condoms are made of latex. 
Unwrap a condom to show students what 
it looks like and hovv it is used. Demon
strate how the condom is put on by puHing 

one over two fingers or an object such as a 
banana." 

The State Board's response was: "De
lete this activity. [It] will undoubtedly em
barrass many students." 

The reporter for the San Antonio Ex
press-News commented: "Any educator, 
writer, publisher or 12-year-old who can't 
come up with a better teaching/learning 
exercise than this brainstorm is in need of 
serious help." 

For an analysis of all health textbooks 
submitted for adoption in Texas this year, 
see Education Reporter, March 1994. D 

A_ninial Scant: 
The Beastly 
Ab11se Of 
Human 
Rights 
By Kathleen 
Marquardt 'Nith 

Herbert M. Levine and Mark 
LaRocbelle,c.1993, Regne1y Gatev11ay, 
Inc., Washington, D.C., 182 pps, $24.00. 

Schoolchildren, ·who have a natural 
love for animals, are being bombarded 
and exploited by the ,mimal rights ex
tremists. In classrooms across America, 
books and teachers are filling children's 
heads with falsehoods. 

Ridiculous propaganda is being 
taught as fact - such as, "Medical work
ers torture the animals they work with" 
or "Whales are so much smarter than 
humans that when we learn to speak 
their language they will tell us things 
about our histo:ry that we never knew." 

Kathleen Marquardt attacks the lies 
of the animal rights movement in her 
bookAnimal Scam: TheBeast!yAbuseof 
Human Rights. She is the founder and 
chairman of Putting People First, an 
organization committed to promoting 
animal welfare while fighting the animal 
rights movement. 

Mrs. Marquardt states thatfewpeople 
understand hm¥ powerful the animal 
rights movement has become and how 
much damage it has already caused -
not only in the schools, but in all areas of 
life. She exposes the fraudulent tactics 
of the animal rights activists and proves 
that what they. claim is far from what 
they actually practice. 

Contributors to animal rights groups 
usually believe that their money will 
help abused or abandoned animals" Ac
tually, very little goes to the benefit of 
animals. The book points out that, of all 
the money animal rights groups receive, 
90% of it is spent sending out more re
quests for money. Very few supporters 
k1"'1ow that a basic tenet of the animal 
rights agenda is its opposition to hav
ing pets. Animal Scam shows the meth
ods animal rights activists use to per
suade the world that there is no differ
ence between animals and people, and 
that owning a pet is the equivalent to 
owning a slave. 

Mrs. Marquardt explains how harm
ful their tactics are to animals as well as 
to people. For example, animal rights 
activists demand an end to all animal 
testing used in science and medication 
derived from animals. · This includes 
insulin for diabetics, tetanus•diphtheria 
booster shots for children, and polio and 
measles vaccines. The most extreme 
activists claim that the only,.vayto solve 
the Earth's social and environmental 
problems is to phase out the human race 
completely. 

Animal Scam not only exposes how 
illogical the animal rights agenda but 
it also reveals the consequences its radi
cal ideas will have on so many aspects of 
life that we take for granted. It is an 
excellent resource for the reader who 
wants answers to some of today's most 
controversiai animal rights questions. 



By F.R. Duplantier 
Imagine this scenario: textbook and 

curriculum publishers, school board as
sociations, and teacher unions holding 
seminars and distributing guidelines on 
how to prevent conservatives and mem
bers of the so-called "Religious Right" 
from interfering with plans to implement 
controversial educational programs. It's 
the kind of conspiratorial effort that con
cerned parents have long suspected but 
dared not suggest, for fear of being la
beled paranoid. And yet, it's a scenario 
that's having an impact on school systems 
across the country. 

In May 1993, the Institute for Develop
ment of Educational Activities (IDEA), 
headquartered in Dayton, Ohio, staged a 
national conference in Denver to discuss 
methods of "fighting the right." Entitled 
"Responding Democratically to Religious 
Agendas, Right-Wing Pressure Groups 
and School Reform," the conference drew 
more than 200 public school administra
tors and teachers from 30 states (See 
Education Reporter, September 1993). 
Participants signed pledges promising to 
implement the tactics discussed. Fifty
five Colorado school officials also attended 
the conference, at taxpayers' expense, 
prompting a Denver attorney to threaten 
a lawsuit unless state superintendents 
promised to refrain from participating in 
such conferences in the future. 

'The thrust of this conference was one 
of overt discrimination against a specific 
class of individuals, namely those who 
hold traditional Judeo-Christian beliefs," 
said attorney Mike Norton. "It's not 
role of public officials to fence out of the 
political process those citizens [ they con
sider] overly involved in religion." 

But the erection of "fences" continues. 
The September 1993 issue of Phi Delta 
Kappan warned its readers that "chal
lenges from conservatlve citizen groups 
objecting to particular instructional strat
egies and materials" are hampering ef
forts "to make fundamental changes in 
public schooling for the 21st centurf." 
The article, by a professor of education at 
Indiana University, relied heavily on ma
terials prepared by People for the Ameri
can Way (PAW). 

TI1e October 1993 issue of The School 
Administrator, published by the Ameri
can Association of School Administrators 
(MSA), contained several articles on the 
impact of the "Religious Right" on public 
school policy, and how to offset it. A 
contents-page blurb for the lead story, 
entitled 'The Religious Right's March 
into Public School Governance," warned 
that "members offundamentalistreligious 
groups are seeking election to local boards 
of education to push an ultra-conservative 
platform.'' A sidebar to the article, profil
ing seven of the most prominent "Far
Right Citizens' Groups" was compiled by 
the People for the P.Jnerican Way. 

A report on state sex-educati.on pro
grams issued by the Sex Information and 
Education Council of the United States 
(SIECUS) last October recommended, 
among oiher things, that state govern-
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• People for the America.n Way Lea.ds 
Fight Agair1st 'Rel1g1ous Right' 

ments "provide assistance to communities 
in responding to opposition to sexuality 
education programs" PAW is one of the 
ten resources cited for the report 

Also in October, state school superin
tendents throughout Illinois were alerted 
to the dangers of the "Relig10us Right" 
when they each received a packet of mate
rials consisting primarily of PAW publica
tions. And at the annualjointconference in 

"While the list of individual books under 
attack continues to grow, recent protests 
- often orchestrated by national conserva
tive groups - are more likely to focus on 
entire textbook series and components of 
the instructional program." 

That means that pet theories and vested 
interests are at stake. Take, for instance, 
the Whole Language approach to reading. 
McCarthy notes that"the most widely chal

November of the Illinois 
Association of School 
Boards (IASB), the Illi
nois Association of 
School Administrators 
(IASA), and the Illinois 
Association of School 
Business Officers 
(IASBO) -devoted to the 
subject of "Censorship 
of Curriculum Materi
als" - attendees received 

he thrust of 
his conference 

was one of overt 

lenged textbook series 
at the moment is 
Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich's 15-volume 
anthology Impressions, 
which uses the Whole 
Language method. 
"Most of the challenges 
focus on the series' sub
ject matter rather than 
on its pedagogical ap
proach," she concedes, 

discrimination 
against those who 
hold traditional] udeo
Christian beliefs. 

handouts featuring lists of "Far-Right Citi
zens' Groups" and of "Organizations that 
Fight Censorship." The latter included 
People for the American Way, the com
piler of both lists. 

These are just a few of the recent mani
festations of a nationally orchestrated ef
fort to keep the pro-family movement from 
further loosening the liberal stranglehold 
on public education. According to PAW, 
the number of challenges to public school 
curricula increased 50% during the 1991-
92 school year, and so education officials 
are running scared, Although they were 
defenders of democracy so long as they 
were able to manipulate its institutions to 
their ovvn advantage, they are crying foul 
now that the opposition is beginning to 
beat then1 at their own game. 

PAW Accuses the Right of Meddling in 
Curricula 

What alarms educators most is the na
ture of the current challenges. "Until the 
late 1970s the targets were usually indi
vidual books," says Martha McCarthy, 
author of the Phi Delta Kappan article. 
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"but the controversy associated with Im
pressions may have implications for the 
future of Whole-Language instruction." 

McCarthy reports that conservatives 
have also attacked the Quest curriculum 
for teaching relativism and disrespect for 
parental authority, the Tactics for Thinking 
program for teaching New Age beliefs, 
and Outcome-Based Education for teach
ing hardly anything. She notes that "in
struction pertaining to values clarification, 
self-esteem, multicultural education, evo
lution, AIDS education, and global educa
tion are being contested as anti-Christian, 
anti-American, or otherwise inappropriate." 
But the meddling doesn't stop there, 
McCarthy continues. "Several instruc
tional strategies currently touted in the 
education literature, such as collaborative 
learning and thematic instruction, are be
ing challenged because they shift to stu
dents some of the responsibility that was 
formerly lodged with the teacher." 

Such challenges, McCarthy -warns her 
peers, "call into question some of the basic 
assumptions of school restructuring initia
tives," thereby posing "far more serious 
threats to efforts to improve the public 

li/iSTiliN. f1J\otOI\Mi;:l-.lTAI.IS,o; ....-; 
~ ~ IN6 TO R~MOVE: ~6 " 

~!;.. ~ITTl.f. ~ ~1tMJ6 HoOD 
€5-S~ N11'1lll COLLEGI 
I C."l"IONA~Y fl<OM 

L 0 

school program than do challenges to indi
vidual novels." What's more, she adds, 
"the success rate of those initiating chal
lenges has been rising." 

Even unsuccessful challenges some
times delay construction of educational 
utopias, "for the controversy itself can 
disrupt school operations and interfere 
with implementation of the program. Then 
there's the dreaded ripple effect. When 
materials or programs are attacked in one 
school district, the controversy often af
fects other districts," laments McCarthy. 

PAW Believes Parents Are "Confused" 

To combat this unfortunate trend, 
McCarthy recommends that educators 
"become more assertive in involving par
ents in efforts to restructure the instruc
tional program," explaining to them "the 
pedagogical justification for programs and 
materials." After all, most ofthe problems 
result from the fact that "parents are sim
ply confused and do not understand the 
educational rationale for the questioned 
programs. Many have not personally re
viewed the materials they are challenging; 
instead, they rely on information distrib-

See PAW, Page 4 

Co11ference 
Arms Attendees 
With Knowedge 

ST LOUIS, MO -- "Education or Indoc
trination?" was one of the main topics at 
the 5th annual Education Policy Confer
ence. The goal was to show 
OBE opponents how to win the war against 
indoctrination in our schools. 

Donna Shedd, vice president of Eagle 
Forum in Kentucky, spoke about 
Kentucky's education reform plan. This 
plan is the model for several other states 
whose legislators are attempting to imple
ment OBE. Doug Bandow, Senior Fellow 
at CATO Institute, discussed how environ
mental lobby groups have found a niche in 
geography classes. Dr. Karen Effren gave 
a speech titled "Sex Education, AIDS, and 
Condoms." She stated that not only is sex 
education ineffective, but it is, harmful to 
give false information to children about 
"safe sex " because of the numerous sexu
ally transmitted diseases that affect teen
age girls. 

David Barton, president of Specialty 
Research Associates, explained how the 
Founding Fathers never intended for the 
Bible to be removed from classrooms. In 
fact, Thomas Jefferson said that the Bible 
should be the only required text in schools. 

Individual speeches are available on 
audio cassette for $7.00 each or video cas
sette for $19.95 each. The complete set af 16 
conference audio cassettes is $100.00, nnd 
the complete set of video cassettes is $215.00. 
Order from ACTS, Inc., 14153 Cfovton 
Road, Ballwin, MO 630 1 phone: 
(800)642-2287. □ 
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continued from page 3 

by the national [conservative] org2;
nizations." 

McCarthy insists that "decisions re
garding the fate cf the ch,:,1lenged materi
als or programs should based on edu
cational considerations rather than on emo
tion, religious zeal, or political expedi
ency." The considerations of educators 

, of course, "educational consider-
" so the •-.:onsideraHons of evec:·yone 

else must fall into the other categories. 
For those educational considerations to 

however, a review process mLst 
be established "before a controversy 
arises," stresses McCarthy. "Challenges 
are twice as likely to be turned back in 
school districts with explicit procedures 
fo,· handling curriculum complaints," she 
observes. 

McCarthy advises her colleagues to 
drop the pretense that public schools are 
value-free and to give up to appease 

opposition. "Instead of arguing that 
the challenged instructional programs are 
value-neutral or trying to sanitize the cur
riculum so that no groups are offended, 
policymakers and educators need to take 

"argues McCarthy. If they 
she adds, "many school restructuring ef
forts may be doomed before they get off 
the ground." 

Fearn1E of Religrro1,1s Right m-i· 
School Boards 

The lead article in The School Adminis
tintor confirms the bleak prospects for 
radical reconstructionists and lays the 
blame on religious conservatives. 'They 
are winning seats in local and state school 
boards and they are using hard-won pov,er 
to reshape educational " the article 
reports. 'They" are also influencing state 
1egislators, who last year introduced sev
~ral hundred bills "to challenge the gov-

structure of state school boards." 
The handwriting is on the wall for edu

:ation innovators. "As 
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PAW Counters Conseivative Organi
zations 

The leader in the fight against the Right 
is the tax-exempt organization formed by 
television producer Norman Lear in 1980, 
People for the An1erican Included in 
the October to Illinois school su
perintendents was a profile of PAW, pre
pared by the Capital Research Center 
(CRC), identifying the organization as "the 
largest and most influential group seeking 
to counter the Religious Right in America." 
PAVTs donors include big names in the 
entertainment industry, the National Edu
cationAssociation and several other unions, 
and numerous t2x-exempt foundations. 

The group's avowed objectives, accord
ing to the CRC profile, are to uphold church 
and state separation, maintain prohibitions 
against school prayer, and provide "techni
cal and legal assistance" to combat "cen

of school books. "During the 
1992-93 school year, PAW says it docu
mented 34 7 cases in which a parent, school 
official, or church group demanded that 
library or textbooks be removed or re
stricted - up from 229 cases the year be-

fore." According to 

schools." Ignoring the fact that such 
"stealth tactics" were instrumental in es
tablishing the current liberal hegemony, 
PAW argues thatitisunfairforcandidates 
of the Religious Right to win elections 
even though their agenda "would not re
ceive voter support." 

PAW warns that this insidious m:we
ment is no longer confined to the "Bible 

" noting that last year alone "Reli
gious Right candidates won school board 
elections in at least 12 states: California, 
Florida, Kansas. Minnesota, NHs
souri, Montana, New Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin." Ac
cording to PAW' s count, roughly a third of 
the 243 candidates it has identified as 
belonging to the Religious Right "won 
primaries or general election campaigns 
this past school year." 

The mailing also included a SIECUS 
fact sheet entitled ''The Far Right and 
Fear-Based Abstinence-Only Programs," 
listing more than a dozen organizations 
that are interfering with the group's goal 
of universal sex education. This list was 
compiled with the assistance of People for 
the American Way. 

~onservatives vvin seats 
in a few cases, form 

najorities on school 
ooards, some school ad
ministrators' education 
initiatives - and some
imes their jobs - are on 
~he line," the article 
Nams. How to protect 

initiatives, and 
:1ang on to those jobs, 

Ef arents tra~ 
F ditional values 

may be alarmed by 
the shrillness the 
education establish
menfs attack on the 
'Religious Right' 

PAW, "religious conser
vatives or members of 
organizations described 
as 'Far Right,' such as 
the American Family As
sociation, Citizens for 
Excellence in Educa
tion, and Eagle Forum, 
were involved in 20% of 
the cases and were 
lieved to have inspired 

A similar listing was also provided to 
attendees at the IASB/IASA/IASBO an
nual meeting in November, along with a 
handout entitled "Guidelines for Dealing 
with Challenges" asserting that all chal
lenged materials should be considered 
"innocent until proven guilty." The Ar
lington Heights Public Schools provided 
samples of their recently adopted school 
board regulations regarding complaints, 
which emphasize that the right to object 
to instructional materials and practices 
"shall be limited to residents of the dis
trict" and that no complainant "shall have 
the right to determine instructional 
m2terials or activities for students other 
than his/her/their own children." 

/\Tas the focus of several other articles in 
he issue, among them: "Combating the 
t<.eligious in San Diego " 

the Stearn Off Pressure Groups,'' 
md "The Legal Cost of Challenging the 
Far Right." 

The SIECUS report offers 
or combatting Right. Entitled 
,hed Business, the study notes that "com
a.unity controversies around implement
ng sexuality education" were reported by 
-6 of the 48 states responding to a SIECUS 
:urvey. Since such controversies militate 
tgainst the group's dream of establishing 
·omprehensive sex education in every 
tate, SIECUS recommends state-funded 
irograms to drown out the obstruction
sts. 

another 18%," 
Also included in the mailing to superin

tendents was a PAW report on the conser
vative impact on school boards during the 
1992-93 school year, documenting "the 
emergence of a grassroots revolution that 
threatens to undermine an a1ready chal
lengedAmerican public education system." 
PAW alleges that the Right ''is now in the 
initial stages of a community-by-commu
nity battle to gain control over school boards 
through the ba11ot box." 

This exercise a democratic preroga-
tive is truly sinister, according to PAW, 
because candidates are "disguising their 
affiliations with local, state, or national 
Religious Right organizations or refusing 
to enunciate their full agenda for the 

Parents with traditional values may be 
alarmed by the increasing shrillness of 

education establishment's attacks. 
The shriller they get, the more cause 
there is for optimism. That shrillness is a 
reflection of the insecurity felt by mem
bers of a school monopoly facing 
exposure. They know that the secret 
victories they have achieved over the past 
several decades will notwithstand an open 
battle. 

F.R. Duplantier is a regular contributor 
to the Education Reporter. □ 

continued from page 

overs;:v1 the establish
ment of26 nurse-staffed climes 24 public 
schools. 

"Schools provide a uniq•Je opportu';ity 
they not only a 'm'ct:.;r::J' 

setting where ycuth assfi:.:-,ble on a reg\Jar 
basis, but also education and 
health promotion can be integrnted into 
the learning cic01ironment with school-af
filiated activ,ties, Elders lold a subcom
mittee of the House Education and Labor 
Committee. 

Dr. Lear claims thai: public attitudes 
toward these clinics have changed 
matically since the first clinics opened. 
She says people are more receptive to 

now because of factors as the: 
.AJDS epidemic, soaring pregnancy 
violence, alcohol and drug abuse, and the 
manyemotionalproblemsthatplagueteens 
today. 

She sees it as a major political 
- a change that has brought about a $3.25 
million federal grant program called 
"Healthy Schools, Healthy Communities" 
to establish school-based clinics. 

This funding is expected to support 
approximately 12 grants that will he 
awarded to health clinics of 
tals with strong ties to schools and experi
ence in dealing with homeless and low
income chilcke:r 

number school-·1Jased clinics has 
increased from about 50 in 1983 to nearly 
500 today and still counting, Dr. Lear said. 
But she added, ''You can't even begin to 
make a dent 'Nithout a serlous federal 
initiative. If yot.. want to go piecemeal, 
these clinics will definitely continue some
how, with Robert Wood Johnson and local 
sources, but without the feds getting in
volved it's saying you aren't really serious 
about universal access for adolescents." 

More recently, the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation came under criticism 
in a Wall Street journal article headlined 
"Foundation Is Accused of Playing Politics 
With Grants." The Foundation sponsored 
four public forums last year for Hillary 
Rodham Clinton to discuss health care 
issues. Six Johnson "fellows," whom the 
Foundation placed on Congressional staffs 
in Washington, were part oflVIrs. Clinton's 
500-member Health Care Task Force, a 
fact that became known only after a lawsuit 
filed by the Association of American Phy
sicians and Surgeons (AAPS) forced the 
Task Force to release names of the 
members. 

AAPS executive director, Dr. Jane Ori
ent, charged that the Johnson Foundation 
wan is to "remake American n1edicine 
its own model." According to other 
servers quoted in the journal, the Founda
tion is "using this enormous, tax-free 
amount of rnoney to 
care." "Managed Care," the system in 
which all health care would be "managed" 
by "gatekeepers" and bureaucrats, is the 
primary goa1 of the Clinton health care 
plan. □ 

Can you believe this .is the 100th 
11wnthly issue of the Education 
Reporter! 




