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AUSTIN, 1X - Molly Ivins must have 

sounded the alarm a little too late. "A slate 
of stealth candidates is running for the 
State Board of Education on the Republi
can "the distaff curmudgeon wamed 
in her October 25th commentary in the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, two weeks be-

J\tlichigan' 
Standards Are 
Outcome-Based 

LANSING) MI - Michigan is attempt
ing to implement Outcome Based Educa
tion, afcer the bill creating a statewide 
core curriculum passed in December 
1993. Michigan is one of the states that 
does not presently have a required core 
curriculum, other than a semester of civ
ics in high school. The new required 
standards were recently released to the 
public. 

The 150-page proposed standards re
quire children to demonstrate values and 
diversity, rather than academic skills. 
Proponents of the new standards have 
not promoted them as "outcome-based" 
although that is what is being imple
mented. 

An example of one of the social stud
ies standards is that, by graduation, a stu
dent ''should be able to explain the mean
ing of core democratic values and de
scribe the political and legal processes 
created to resolve conflicts involving the 
values of the American Creed." Many 
parents object to having a member of the 
National Education Association teaching 
their children ideas to resolve these 
"conflicts" and "values" of the American 
Creed. 

Also, children will be expected to 
"identify disparities between American 
ideals and realities and propose ways to 
reduce them" and "evaluate possible 
amendments to fue Constitution." 

These standards will be revised by the 
end of November based on the negative 
reactions of parents. They will then be 
returned to the state board for approval 
by the end of 1995. In January 1996, they 
will go to the Michigan Legislature's Joint 
Administrative Rules Committee for final 
approval. The standards need not be 
passed by the entire legislature, only by 
this committee. The mandates will take 
effect in the 1997-1998 school year. 

In order for the schools to receive full 
funding provided by the education bill, 
they are subjected to the state sanction
ing of .courses. Acceptance of the new 
core curriculum is a part of this accredita
tion process. Districts not accredited 
could lose up to 5 percent of their state 
funding, a substantial amount considering 
the drastic shift from local to state fund
ing in recent years. The law enables the 
state to seize control of districts that don't 
comply with state mandates. □ 
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fore the election that turned Texas state 
politics on its ear. 

The liberal scribe's worst nightmare be
came a reality two Tuesdays later, when 
Texans elected three of the six candidates 
disparaged by Ivins as "your basic radical 
right-wing Christian fundamentalists hell
bent on teaching creationism in biology 
class." While George W. Bush was wrest
ing the governorship away from incumbent 
Ann Richards, fellow Republicans Randy 
Stevenson, Donna and 
Watson bested their Democratic oppo
nents to gain a one-vote majority on the 15-
member State Board of Education. 

111at slim advantage should spell doom 
for the values-free approach to sex and 
health education avidly promoted by the 
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LANSING, MI- Several hundred con

cerned parents and students gathered at 
the Capitol building in Lansing, MI on Sept 
29 to voice their opposition to Outcome
Based Education in Michigan's public 
schools. 

OBE opponents ca1Tied signs and post
ers with phrases like: "Oppose Brainless 
Education," "Our Brains are Empty," "OBE 
is Rotten to the Core" and 'Teach ABCs not 

utcome 

ousted governor. Support for Goals 2000, 
the federal education reform program en
dorsed by the Board's previous Demo
cratic majority, should dry up as well. 

A "voting scorecard" distributed prior to 
the election by the Texas American Family 
Association recorded the positions of the 

Gathers on 
OBE." 

Organized by the Michigan Alliance of 
Families, the rally included several state 
legislators as well as Michigan Eagle Fo
rum president Joanne Voorhees. 

Participants called for the Michigan Leg
islature to adopt a resolution "asserting the 
inherent rights of parents to impart family
held values, attitudes and beliefs to their 
children; the sole right of parents to care 
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FRANKFORT, KY -The much-vaunted 

Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA) 
may bite the dust when the State Legisla
ture reconvenes in 1996. A statewide coali
tion of conservative organizations has 
launched a Campaign for Academic Re
newal in Education (CARE) and is currently 
drafting a bill to supersede the 1990 reform 
law. The Academic Renewal Act of 1996 
would replace the vague, subjectively evalu
ated outcomes established by KERA with 
rigorous academic standards measured by 
objective and reliable tests. 

The proposed legislation would also in
crease local control of schools, protect the 
privacy of students and their families by 
limiting information stored in state com
puter banks, and make the current non
graded primary program optional. 

With the implementation of KERA, 
"state education bureaucrats and ivory 
tower education theorists seized control of 
local schools, and began mandating ideas 
and policies that many parents and teachers 
don't support," charges a brochure distrib
uted by the CARE coalition. "Parents want 
their children to be taught how to read, 
write and calculate, and they want them to 
be acquainted with the best that has been 
thought and said," the brochure argues, 
noting that the works of Homer, 
Shakespeare, Dickens and other outstand
ing literary and historical :figures have been 

shunted aside in favor of materials consid
ered politically correct. 

"KERA is classically anti-intellectual," 
claims CARE coalition member Donna 
Shedd. "It disdains knowledge. Only that 
information that is useful to the student's 
'real life' is [ considered] worthy of class 
time." Shedd argues that KERA overem
phasizes so-called skills and "scorns such 
time-proven tools and methods as memmi
zation of facts, drill work, textbooks, sepa
rate disciplines, competitions, and teach
ing." 

Shedd denounces the illusory local con
trol provided for by KERA, insisting that 
"true local control would not force the un
graded primary program upon every el
ementary school in the state regardless of 
teacher/parent support." Nor would it 
"have the state sanctioning and taking over 
schools because they don't 'perform' to 
some arbitrary formula's increasingly un
reasonable level based on scores from in
valid subjective tests on their students' 
opinions," she adds. 

"These are desperate times for our 
schools," Shedd warns. "The public 
schools continue to lose students at an 
ever-increasing rate, but the private 
schools are bursting at the seams." The 
decline in public school enrolhnent in Ken
tucky is so dramatic, claims Shedd, that 

See Kentucky, page 2 

candidates on the use of Goals 2000 fund
ing, .as well as their reaction to the treat
ment of ce1iain controversial subjects in 
state health textbooks. Stevenson, Ballard, 
and Watson all opposed the use of Goals 
2000 funds to subsidize school-based 
health clinics and to promote OBE. All 

apitol 

three likewise op
posed textbook ma
terials that encour
age stttdents to con
sider the positive as
pects of homo
sexual 
suicide, cheating 011 

See Texas Board, 
page 2 

teps 
and nurture their children to become re
sponsible, moral and productive adults; the 
irrefutable right of parents to guide, direct 
and control their children's education; and 
the undeniable right of parents to safe
guard the privacy of their children from 
unreasonable and unwarranted invasion by 
any ITrnCT<>YTlfi"I<'YITagency, • , ," 

The resolution also called for the 
of Public Acts 25, 335, and 339, more com
monly known as Michigan's school code. 
Supporters of the resolution said it pro
motes "socio-political reform rather than 
true education reform" and "exists ... to 
foster the values and beliefs of the state and 
federal governments." 

_ State_Sen. Doug Carl attended the rally 
and advised residents: 'We've got to go 
back to the traditional goals and values. Go 
back and raise your voices to your school 
board because the future of the next gen
eration is at stake." 

State Sen. GilbertDiNello also spoke out 
against OBE at the rally. 'We have got to 
make these [OBE supporters] people un

See Rally, page 4 

Angry parents show opposition to 
OBE in Michigan. 
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H.D. Cooke Elementary School 
in Washington, DC, won a $1 mil
lion federal grant to make the 
school formally bilingual. No stu
dent would be forced to participate, but 
those who do would study in both 
Spanish and English, with two teachers 
in each classroom. Through third 
grade , 80% of teaching would be in 
Spanish; after that, the balance would 
even out gradually. The plan has split 
the once-harmonious school into two 
hostile camps. "Many black parents 
are struggling as it is to teach their kids 
good English. Why are they suddenly 
going to start teaching them 80% in 
Spanish?" asked Katherine Warner, a 
black mathematics teacher. 

H has been more than 20 
months since the Michigan Cham
be:r of Cmnmerce filed a complaint 
against the Michigan Education 
Association's Political Action Com
mittee (MEA-PAC) for its failure to 
itemize those contributors who 
gave the MEA-PAC more than $20 
in calendar year 1992. The 
Chamber's complaint alleged that the 
MEA-PAC failed to disclose the re
quired names and addresses of con
tributors to the $2,064,683.81 it raised 
during the 1992 election cycle. The 
Chamber claims that thousands of 
MEA members contributed at least 
twice to the MEA-PAC in 1992, bring
ing their total annual contribution over 
the $20.01 threshold which triggers 
the campaign finance law requirement 
of disclosure by name and address. 
"Let's face it, this was a very simple 
complaint that should have been re
solved in 2 months or less," said Robert 
LaBrant of the Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Education-reform ideas favored 
by government and business lead
ers are badly out of sync with the 
general public's top concerns, 
claims a survey by the Public 
Agenda Foundation, The new sur
vey, titled "First Things First What 
Americans Expect From the Public 
Schools,"· reported that the public 
ranked the threat of drugs and violence 
as the most serious problem, followed 
by academic standards that are too low 
and a lack of emphasis on basic sub
jects. It found that the public prefers 
"time-honored ways of doing things" 
and rejects the new forms of assess
ment, cooperative learning, and relying 
on calculators in mathematics. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is 
published monthly by Eagle Forum Educa
tion & Legal Defense Fund with editorial 
offices at 7800 Bonhomme Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63105, (314)721-1213. The views 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
persons quoted and should not be attrib
uted to Eagle Forum Education & Legal 
Defense Fund. Annual subscription $25. 
Back issues available @ $2. Second Class 
postage paid at Alton Illinois. 

California Gov. Cancels C 
SACRAMENTO, CA- California Gover

nor Pete Wilson vetoed California Learning 
Assessment System (CIAS). Wilson ar
gued that the two-year-old testing system 
for California schoolchildren had failed to 
provide reliable scores or objective stan
dards. His veto marked a major defeat for 
California's "education elite." 

The CLAS test was beset with problems 
from the beginning as parents claimed it 
pried into their children's private lives and 
beliefs (See July '94 Education Reporter). 
In May, Wilson put a hold on $26.4 million 
earmarked for the program. He said he 
would not release the money until lawmak
ers enacted changes to address his con
cerns. Wilson claims now that the new 
measure "falls short of meeting these re
quirements." 

Beverly Sheldon of the Traditional Val
ues Coalition claims that, "CLAS ignores 
basic skills in favor of politically c01Tect an-

Texas Board 

swers and has a built-in system to keep 
parents uninvolved." An example she cites 
is a performance-based math test that 
asked students to divide 17 apples among 
four children. The "best answer," accord
ing to the test, is to give four apples to each 
of the children, with the extra apple going 
to the "neediest" child. Eil 

Kentucky 
continued from page 1 ______ _ 

"the public schools in Montgomery County 
have had to take out an ad this summer in 
their local newspaper in an attempt to re
cruit children." Citing a recent sunrey re
vealing that 42 percent of Kentuckians "be
lieve that education reform is going in the 
wrong direction." Shedd predicts that the 
demise of KERA is only a matter of time, 
and that time may come in 1996. [2] 

continued from, page 1 ------------------------

tests, and "divorcing their parents." 
Two months before the election, on 

September 9th, the Board voted 11-4 to 
apply for $37 million of Goals 2000 funds. 
Retiring Democrat Bill Hudson joined Re
publicans Bob Offutt, Jack Christie, and 
Monte Hasie in rejecting Goals 2000 as a 

American Way (PAW) and assorted other 
ax-grinders to follow Molly Ivins' lead in 
warning of the dire consequences of a Re
publican majority on the State Board of 
Education. 'They are running on an agenda 
to do away with the public school system of 
Texas and replace it with vouchers and 

thinly veiled federal 
power grab leading ulti
mately to a national 
school board, national 
student assessments, a 
national curriculum, and 
national teacher certifi
cation. At that same 
meeting, Hudson and 
the three staunch Re
publicans tried unsuc
cessfully to defeat Com

hat slim advan
tage should 

home schools," pro
claimed TSTAPresident 
Richard Kouri in an ef
fort to frighten his 
95,000 union members 
into action. 'The future 
of public education in the 
state is at stake," a PAW 
spokesperson said. The 
vested interests pretty 
much ignored the is
sues, however, opting in

spell doom for 
the values-free ap
proach to sex and 
health education av-· 
idly promoted by the 
ousted governor. 

missioner of Education Skip Meno's pro
posal to spend $2,450,000 to hire experts 
to rewrite the Texas "Essential Elements." 
Offutt, Christie, Hasie, and Hudson op
posed the measure for fear that the rewrite 
would be used as a means to replace the 
state's existing curriculum guidelines with 
Outcome-Based Education goals. 

With the three incoming Republicans all 
having campaigned in opposition to Goals 
2000, reversal of the Board's two Septem
ber votes looms as a distinct possibility. 
Meno's days may be numbered too, inas
much as the commissioner is hired by the 
Board, subject to approval by the governor 
and confirmation by the state senate. The 
Board's responsibilities also include setting 
teacher certification standards, approving 
curriculum standards, and adopting text
books. Given the state's status as one of 
the largest textbook purchasers in the 
country, the new Board may be able to 
persuade educational publishers to make 
their offerings more palatable to the 
unradicalized majority. 

Such ominous tidings inspired the 
Texas State Teachers Association (TSTA), 
the Texas Medical Association, the state 
affiliate of the NAACP, People for the 

stead for ad hominem attacks on the con
servative and religious groups that backed 
the Republican candidates - .what Ivins 
called "the usual coalition of flakes" sup
porting "this collection of dingbats." 

While Ivins licks her wounds, the 
"flakes" and "dingbats" are savoring their 
triumph. 'This will give control back to the 
parents," declared Cathie Adams, presi
dent of Texas Eagle Forum. 'The people of 
Texas are saying they don't want Outcome
Based Education. We want good academic 
standards in this state. We do not want a 
dumbed-down curriculum." Bob Offutt, the 
Board member who recruited the candi
dates whose victory established a Republi
can majority, summed up the outcome suc
cinctly: "It is a great victory." Q 

Other Victories 
Republicans made significant gains in 

education races elsewhere throughout the 
nation. In Florida, staunch conservative 
Frank Brogan defeated a Democratic oppo
nent endorsed by Governor Lawton Chiles 
and the NEA to win election as the state's 
commissioner of education. A former 
school teacher principal, Brogan was 
elected to the post of Superintendent of 
Public Education in Martin County in 1992. 

e Education c 
James Madison 

A Model for 
Today 

by Mary-Elaine Swanson, The Hoffm 
Education Center for the Family, Mc 
gomery, AL, 1992, 333 pps, $21.95. 

The education 
James Madise 
"the Father of 1 
Constitution," is 
exceptional 
ample of c.olon 
education at its bi 
Mary-Elai1 
Swanson traces 
outlines in The E 

cation of James Madison: A Model 
Today to show why outstanding rest 
were obtained in the lives of so m:: 
students of Madison's generation w 
were similarly educated. 'The reader, 
be in a position," writes Swanson, 
judge whether a return to this calibn 
education may not be the answer to 1 
failed educational policies contem 
rary America - policies that have me 
us 'a nation at risk' where there are n 
23 million illiterate citizens!' 

Despite the difficulties of colonizin 
new nation, boys like James Madison 
ceived a remarkably fine education fn 
resourceful parents and teachers. TI 
were taught the art of learning so that 1 
pursuit of knowledge would be a stimu 
ing lifelong experience. 

Madison's formal education begar 
home by his devout grandmother, o 
tinued at a small boarding school run 
Donald Robertson, a Scottish schoolm 
ter who inspired him with a love of lea 
ing, and concluded at the Presbyter 
College of New Jersey where he 
tracted the interest of its new preside 
Dr. John Witherspoon. 

Swanson shows in her book what a· 
influence Dr. Witherspoon had in fo1 
ing Madison's religious and political c 
victions. The religious and political ide 
Madison learned at home, which w, 
later reinforced and developed by l 
Witherspoon, played a significant roh 
all his contributions to America's politi 
history- from his draft for the article 
religion in the Virginia Declaration 
Rights (1776), to his contributions to 1 

Constitutional Convention, which me 
him "Father of the Constitution" (178 
and finally to his drawing up of the Bil 
Rights (1789) at the First Congress 1 

der the new Constitution. 
The Education of James Madison o 

tains the subjects Madison studied 
school and college and the principles c 
methods used in his education. It sho 
how that education permeated his en1 
political career. 

Swanson includes in her book an o-;, 
view of colonial education, its purpo 
goals and methods. She answers 1 
question: In what ways is Madison's ei 

cation a model for our time? She c 
cusses how parents and teachers can 
produce such a model for children tod 

"Madison's well-rounded and th 
ough education - and its end results 
should be thought-provoking for pare 
and teachers today," writes Swanson. 



IECU s 
The Sex Information and Education 

Council of the United States (SIECUS) 
applauds the dramatic increase in the 
number of states that require or recom
mend sex education in public schools. A 
recent SIECUS survey of state sex-ed 
programs reports that 44 states, the Dis
trict of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have 
gotten on the sex-ed bandwagon since 
1986, when only three states required 
such curricula. 

The focus of the SIECUS assessment, 
however, is on the "shortcomings" of the 
state curricula, as determined by devia
tions from the group's Guidelines for 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education, K-
12, published in 199L Those guidelines 
include six "key concepts," subdivided 
into 36 topics. The concepts are Human 
Development, Relationships, Personal 
Skills, Sexual Behavior, Sexual Health, 
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ex-Ed Pro 
and Society and Culture. 

The new SIECUS study, entitled Unfin
ished Business, consists of three major com
ponents: 1) the responses of education offi
cials in 48 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and American Samoa to a 20-
question survey; 2) the analysis by SIECUS 
staff of 28 state-developed sex-ed curricula 
or guidelines; and 3) SIECUS recommenda
tions for "improving" such materials. Re
sources cited for the study include the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute, Planned Parenthood, 
the Center for Population Options, the Na
tional Education Association, and People for 
the American Way. Funding for the study 
was provided by the Carnegie Corporation. 

"Almost all state curricula guides include 
abstinence messages as well as positive and 
affirming statements about human sexual
ity," the study notes. "However, many state 
guides omit sexual behaviortopics; exclude 
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Two 
Intro 

ew 1\.Dstinence Bills 
uced In New Jersey 

TRENTON, NJ -- Assemblywoman 
Marion Crecco, an advocate of school pro
grams that teach abstinence is the spon
sor of two bills that support abstinence 
and family values. Both bills were re
leased out of the New Jersey Assembly 
Education Committee, and are expected 
to go to the full Assembly for a vote in 
early December. 

Under current law, schools are re

formation describing the use of contracep
tives such as condoms also include informa
tion on their failure rates in actual use among 
adolescent populations and that any course, 
program, or material concerning methods 
for the prevention of AIDS shall dearly state 
the importance of avoiding intravenous drug 
use. 

According to Crecco, A-1985 is designed 
to "eliminate risk" rather than to "reduce 

quired to develop a 
health education cur
riculum that includes 
instruction in family 
life education, AIDS 
prevention, health 
promotion, and dis
ease prevention. A-
1985, the "AIDS Pre
vention Act of 1994," 
provides that any 
public school pro

-1985 is de
signed to "elimi
nate risk" rather 

risk," which is the focus 
of many failing programs 
that promote the use of 
condoms. Crecco said, 
in her testimony on No
vember 21 to the As
sembly Education Com
mittee, ''What our chil
dren really need are 
strategies to help them 
remain 100% safe from 

than to "reduce risk " 
' which is the focus of 

many failing programs 
that promote the use 
of condoms. 

all the fears and con
cerns of too-early sexual activity." The bill is 
designed to introduce the notion that there 
is no such thing as "safe sex" into school 
programs that currently educate children 
about sexuality. 

gram on sex education (including any
thing related that is discussed in a health, 
self-esteem, family living, or any other 
course) must state that abstinence from 
sexual activity is the only completely reli
able means of preventing the sexual 
transmission of AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases and of avoiding preg
nancy. The bill also requires that any in-

Crecco's second bill, A-2078, establishes 
family life education committees in each 
school district to review and approve family 

See Crecco, page 4 

EDUCATION REPORfER, November 1994 3 

,ams Don't Go 
topics that are considered controversial, 
such as sexual identity and orientation and 
abortion; lack thorough coverage of topics 
throughout grades Kindergarten-Twelve 
(K-12), particularly in the elementary 
grades; and lack balanced coverage of absti
nence and safer sex." Such "shortcomings" 
are said to indicate that the states have "un
finished business." 

According to the SIECUS findings, 
states are more likely to develop guidelines 
rather than curricula, "suggesting a prefer
ence to defer to local discretion concerning 
the specifics." Most sex-ed programs 
across the country are incorporated into 
"health" education, and most have been de
veloped "with the input of advisory commit
tees." Few states have "teacher training or 
certification requirements for instructors of 
sexuality education." 

The study laments the absence from 
most curricula of ''detailed age-appropriate 
developmental messages," which, accord
ing to the Guidelines, are statements that 
lay the foundation for easier acceptance of 
permissive sexual practices at a higher 
grade level. According to SIECUS, "Human 
development (Le., anatomy, puberty, body 
image); relationships (i.e., family parenting, 
friendship); personal skills (decision-mak
ing and communications); and sexually 
transmitted diseases (STDs) and HIV infec
tion are the topics most commonly covered 
in state guides." 

When it comes to coverage of sexual 
behavior, SIECUS argues that most states 

Coverage of 
Concept #1 (Human Development) in

cludes the topics of reproductive anatomy, 
reproduction, puberty, body image, and 
sexual identity and orientation. The 
SJECUS study notes that such topics are 
"introduced by grade 4 by approximately 
two-thirds of the states," with the excep
tion of sexual identity and orientation, 
which is covered by only 13 states. The 
topic of anatomy "typically is limited to 
naming of sexual organs and only rarely 
in dudes the concept that the human body 
has the capability to reproduce as well as 
to give and receive pleasure." 

Within the 13 states that address the 
topic, sexual identity and orientation is 
"largely limited to definitions of homo
sexuality, heterosexuality, and bisexual
ity." While taking comfort in the fact that 
no states directly label homosexuality as 
"deviant," SIECUS laments their failure to 
portray the joys of same-sex encounters: 
"All states frame discussions of intimate 
relationships within the context of male
female scenarios. Only four states 
(Alaska, Maine, Nebraska, Rhode Island) 
include messages that affirm sexual iden
tity and orientation - whether hetero
sexual, homosexual, or bisexual - as an 
essential quality of personality!' 

Concept #2 (Relationships) includes 
the topics of families, friendship, love, dat
ing, marriage and lifetime commitments, 
and parenting. While noting that these 
topics are "typically reserved for later 
grades," SIECUS says that its handy 
Guidelines offer "extensive developmen
tal messages that are appropriate for el-

leave out the good stuff. SIECUS com
plains that most curricula are guilty of a 
"fear-based" approach to intercourse, inso
far as they avoid "a balanced discussion 
about abstinence and safer sex." To 
achieve the desired "balance," according to 
SIECUS, the curricula would have to 
present "safer sex" as a more realistic op
tion than abstinence. SIECUS complains 
that masturbation, shared sexual behavior, 
human sexual response, fantasy, and 
sexual dysfunction are covered by only ten 
or fewer state curricula guides. 

"Very few states discuss such topics as 
sexual identity and orientation (13 states), 
abortion (11 states), and sexuality and reli
gion (four states)," SIECUS notes disap
provingly. "Fortunately, only six states 
have specific provisions that restrict the 
content of instruction, including the prohi
bition of discussion about contraceptive use 
among unmarried minors, abortion, and ho
mosexuality." 

SIECUS rejects the "just say no" ap
proach in sex education, asserting that 
such approaches "do not provide corre
sponding refusal skills or assertiveness 
messages." SIECUS sees refusal skills as 
sexual negotiation techniques that stu
dents can acquire through explicit role
playing and instruction in the art of lewd 
conversation, SIECUS ignores the fact that 
such techniques undermine the natural 
modesty of children (their most potent de
fense), as well as the likelihood that a thor-

See SIECUS, page 4 

ey Concep 
ementary-aged children on these topics." 

Concept #3 (Personal Skills) includes 
the topics of values, decision-making, 
communication, assertiveness, negotia
tion, and finding help. SIECUS rejects the 
"just say no" approach in favor of "detailed 
information about responding to pres
sures to become sexually active." 

Concept #4 (Sexual Behavior) includes 
the topics of sexuality throughout life, 
masturbation, shared sexual behavior, ab
stinence, human sexual response, fan
tasy, and sexual dysfunction. 

Concept #5 (Sexual Health) includes 
the topics of contraception, abortion, 
sexually transmitted diseases and HIV in
fection, sexual abuse, and reproductive 
health. "All state guides include topics 
about the Sexual Health concept, with the 
most common being sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs) and HIV/ AIDS," notes 
SIECUS. "Abortion is covered by only 11 
states." 

Concept #6 (Society and Culture) in
cludes the topics of sexuality and society, 
gender roles, sexuality and the law, sexu
ality and religion, diversity, sexuality and 
the arts, and sexuality and the media. 
''Twenty-one states discuss gender roles 
through messages that stress coopera
tion and mutual respect between the 
sexes, as well as messages against un
equal treatment of females and the break
down of gender stereotypes," SIECUS re
ports. "Sexuality and religion is a rarely 
discussed societal topic, covered by only 
four states (Maryland, Nebraska, Rhode 
Island, and Washington)." 
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HLIC nfere 
ST. LOUIS, MO-Human Life Interna

tional held its National Sex Education Con
ference in St. Louis, MO October 21-23. It 
provided a thorough assessment of cur
rent sex education programs, attitudes, and 
alternatives and featured nationally recog
nized family life experts such as Dr. Will
iam Coulson, James Likoudis, Dr. Joseph 
Nicolosi, Dr. Judith Reisman, and many 
others. 

Dr. William Coulson spoke on The Sex 
Education of Bill Clinton. He summarized 

SIECUS 

ce on 
the message of Bill Clinton's sex education 
as, "follow an inner feeling, whether right or 
wrong." 

Dr. Coulson explained that Bill Clinton 
was an undergraduate in the '60s, so he is a 
product of many of the theraputic tech
niques used in schools today - such as 
amateur group therapy which involves "sit
ting in circles getting in touch with your 
feelings." Dr. Coulson explained how these 
psychological techniques in the classroom 
have impacted the personality, attitudes, 
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ough understanding of refusal skills 
enable an ardent negotiator to overcome 
them 

Few sex-ed curricula begin early 
enough for SIECUS. "Twenty-six of the 28 
state curricula and guidelines reviewed by 
SIECUS are designed for K-12 or K-1," the 
study notes. "Yet fewer than half cover 
specific sexuality education topics in el
ementary grades, particularly grades K-3." 

ment of "a national clearinghouse" to en
courage "information sharing" among the 
states. The "strong guidance" from the 
state should include "certification in sexual
ity education;" funding for "teacher training, 
technical assistance, materials develop
ment, and demonstration projects;" and, 
"mechanisms for monitoring local imple
mentation." 

SIECUS also recommends a coordinated 
effort to combat obstructionists, with states 
providing "assistance to communities in re
sponding to opposition to sexuality educa
tion programs." □ 

Rally 

ucation 
and values of Mr. Clinton today. 

Dr.Judith Reisman discussed her book 
Kinsey, Sex and Fraud. In her presentation 
she gave proof that the the sex studies of 
Alfred Kinsey were really just "criminal ex
perimentation on children funded by tax
payers." 

Regarding sex education in the schools, 
Dr. Reisman stated that, "sex is a private 
act and does not belong in a public place." 
She claims that all that is needed [in the 
schools] is people who say, "Sexual rela
tions in a marital relationship -
otherwise, the results are tragic." She 
says that's all. Case dosed. 

Charles Donovan spoke on the Histoxy 
of Modem Sex Education. He pointed out 
that before 1910 only about a dozen books 
on sex education even existed. But 
today's standard they weren't really about 
sex education at all, but, rather, a 
of the dangers of immorality. 

There was never a grassroots effort 
among parents and churches for sex edu
cation in the schools, according to Mr. 
Donovan. Planned Parenthood was very 
shrewd to get support for sex education, 
starting from more of a "medical" perspec
tive. 

SEICUS brought the element of por
nography to sex education to help desensi-

SIECUS blames traditional morality for 
some curricula that are "shaped by conflict, 
controversy, or fear of division." SIECUS 
deplores the benighted parents and sinis
ter right-wing pressure groups that have 
impeded "comprehensive" sex education. 
"Forty-six respondents (92%) report com
munity controversies around implement
ing sexuality education in localities within continued from page 1 -----------------------

the state," says SIECUS. 
SIECUS praises some states as models 

of enlightenment Siecus cites Alaska, 
Iowa, Y1.<1nsas, and Rhode Island as states 
with "exemplary programs based on the 
Guidelines content analysis, with: full dis
cussion of a range of topics in an age-appro
priate manner; inclusion of the values in
herent in the Guidelines (e.g., a positive 
view of sexuality, respect for diversity); 
coverage of the three learning domains 
(cognitive, affective, and skills); and clear 
instruction to teachers on how to provide 
educational messages." 

To bring the other 44 states into line 
with these models, SIECUS recommends 
that each one name "a specialist trained · 
and experienced in sexuality education is
sues to develop and monitor the state pro
gram." Uniformity of instruction can be 
ensured by "strong guidance" from the 
state. According to SIECUS, all sex-ed cur
ricula should "1) cover kindergarten 
through grade 12; 2) include all topics at 
the appropriate grade level; 3) provide a 
balance between the positive and negative 
consequences of sexuality, including bal
ancing abstinence and safer sex messages 
for adolescents; and 4) directly address the 
sexual issues in adolescent programs." 

The ideal solution, as SIECUS sees it, 
would be for all states to use the Guidelines 
"as the basis for state curricula/ guide
lines." To ensure that the full range of 
behavior topics is covered, SIECUS calls 
for the formation of "statewide committees 
- broadly representative of the diversity 
within the state - to provide advice and 
input on the formulation of state sexuality 
education progTams." 

For the benefit of states that lack diver
sity, SIECUS recommends the establish-

derstand all children are not the same," he 
said. "You can't treat a kid like a car on an 
assembly line." 

Jill Wolber, a concerned parent at the 
rally, has three children in an elementary 
school that is piloting OBE. She carried a 
sign with a cartoon drawing of a skunk that 
read, "OBE Stinks." 

"I don't like the current methods being 
used to teach and to deliver the curricu
lum," Mrs. W olber said. 'The process 
they're using has a lot of attitudes, beliefs, 
and behaviors they want our kids to pos
sess. Everything seems to be about atti
tudes and not academics." 

Another parent, Barbara Jennings, at
tended the rally and said she was so frus
trated with OBE, she put her child in an
other school. 

'They're experimenting with our chil-
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dren like they were guinea pigs," Mrs. 
Jennings said. 'They've not provided us 
[parents] with any proof with what they're 
doing works and they're not including the 
parents in the process." 

Some rally participants are encouraged 
that Michigan Governor John Engler at 
the state Republican convention in August 
called Outcome-Based Education a "big 
education battle" and said he "will continue 
to lead the fight against Outcome-Based 
Education. Our schools won't be testing 
attitudes, values and beliefs, they'll be 
meeting tough world-class standards. 
When I'm done, OBE will stand for Only 
the Best in Education." 

Rally organizers asked concerned par
ents to work for the repeal of federal and 
state laws that undermine parental rights 
and local school board control. □ 
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1 t. Louis 
tize subjects. It was throughout the '70s 
that federal involvement with SEICUS and 
Planned Parenthood exploded. 

Mr. Donovan claimed that, besides be
ing a moral problem, sex ed is a public 
policy disaster (increased crime, teen preg
nancy, abortions, etc.). But he sees signs of 
hope. 

"You can only run from the data so long," 
he says and, already, research shows that 
there is a slight decrease in sexual activity 
between young people. 

"If you want chaste marriages," Donovan 
stated, "you must sta.rt teaching kids about 
chastity." He also stressed the importance 
of parents being allowed access to review 
sex education texts and materials. 

Pat Holman spoke on the Difficulties and 
Hazards in Promoting Chastity /Sex Edu.ca
tion. He desclibed many of the problems of 
today's sex education such as its graphic 
content, no moral absolutes, and values 
clmification. 

Other topics discussed were Sex Educa
tion: Who? What? When? How? VVhy? with 
Fr. Paul Marx, Challenging Teens to Chas
tity with Barbara McGuigan, and others. All 
speeches are available on cassette for $4 
each, or you may order the entire set of 17 
cassettes for $60 (save $8). Add extra for 
shipping/handling charges. Please contact 
Human Life International, P.O. Box 2024, 
Baltimore, MD 21297-0330, (301)670-
7884 FAX (301)869-7363. D 

Crecco 
continued from page 3 ______ _ 
life education curriculum and materials. 
The committee would consist of 15 mem
bers, at least eight of whom must be par
ents or guardians of pupils in the district. 
Prior to the adoption of a family life educa
tion program, a course in sexuality, or an 
AIDS education program, or to changes in 
these programs, the board of education 
would be required to submit all the materi
als to the committee and also make them 
available to parents in the district After 
review and public hearings, the committee 
must approve the materials by a recorded 
roll call vote of its full membership. Materi
als which are not approved may not be used 
in the classrooms in the district. 

The bill also provides that, prior to use in 
the classroom, the parents and guardians of 
pupils enrolled in the district are to receive 
annually an outline of the curriculum and a 
list of instructional materials for the grade 
of their child including notification about 
how to receive a copy of the full curriculum. 
Also, if a majolity of the parents in a particu
lar grade level object to an item of curricu
lum or instructional matelial, its use must 
be discontinued immediately. 

Any teaching staff member who uses 
materials which have not been approved or 
which have not been made available to the 
parents will be subject to the withholding of 
an increment for a first offense. Any subse
quent offense would result in the dismissal 
of the teacher or administrator. 

For a copy of the two bills, call Assembly
woman Marion Crecco's office at (201) 7 43-
7334 and ask for Margaret Cenci. Or you 
can write to her at 199 Broad Street, Suite 
lD, Bloomfield, New Jersey, 07003. EJ 




