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WASHINGTON, DC-The National 
Education Association (NEA) delegates 
voted by secret ballot on July 8 to endorse 
Bill Clinton for President The 8,500 dele
gates attending the annual NEA convention 
in Washington, D.C. gave their support to 
Clinton by a record-breaking majority of 
88%. This was the highest margin ever 
given to any Presidential candidate. 

The official. endorsement vote count was 
6,321 to 842. The NEA made its first presi
dential endorsement in 1976, when it sup
ported Jimmy Carter. What the NEA want
ed then was tbe establishment of the U.S. 
Department of Education, and they got this 
under President Cartee 

The week before the NEA convention, 
the NEA-PAC CouncH had voted 1n1.ani
mously to endorse the Presidential candida
cy of Arkansas Governor Clinton. The 
NE,A-PAC Council is the governing body 
on,TEA's political action arm, and the pres
idents of J\lEA's s!ate affiliates make up the 
majority of the Council. Most of !he NEA 
state affiliates had backed Clinton in lthis 
spring's primaries. 

Clinton made an 1msd:ied1.1led drop-in 
visit at the NEA-PAC Council meeting just 
after i.ts vote. By coincidence, he was stay
ing at the same hotel as the Council, the 
Capital Hilton in Washington, D.C. Clinton 
told the Council that, if he is elected Presi
dent, he wm invite NEA President Keith 
Geiger to stay in the Lincoln Room at the 
White House. 

Asked for his comment about Governor 
CHnton, Secretary of Education Lamar 
Alexander said, "In order to get the nomi
nation, he's had to make tlie NEA happy, 
and the NEA only likes people they can 
control." Alexander said, "I've lived long 
enough to ,know that, when the NEA gives 
you a good grade, that means you don't 
stray very far from their agenda." He added 
that the NEA only approves of politicians 
"who generally promise the most amount of 
money for tile least amount of change!' 

"You won't see any of i:heir candidates 
coming out for giving an children choices 
of an schoois - public, private or religious 
- because the NEA doesn't want rbat/'' 
Secretary Alexander said. "That's more 
change tba.n they can stomach, Ifs an iss11e 
of conuot , . TI1ey've got H now and they 
don't "vant w k,se it to the parents or to me 
cornmuniijes or to the publicly elected leaders." 

During the debate fast spring among the 
then five Democratic presidential candi
dates in the New Hampshire primary, 
Cokie Roberts of NPR radio asked each 
one, "If you were ilie molher of a child who 
was doing poorly in a crime-ridden inner 
city school, don't you think she should 
have the choice to transfer her child to a 
private school like tlie rich parents have?" 
Every one of the five Democratic presiden
tial. candidates answered "no." 

Nearly 400 Delegates to I.he Democratic 
National Convention in New York the 

'' n Education Cl1oice 
'' o oice 

Bi !I Clinton 

week: of July 13 were NEA members, and 
most of !heir. expenses were pai.d by lhe NEA. 

The packet of information provided to 
the news media covering the NEA conven
tion in Washington included a 16-page 
booklet entitled "Bill Clinton and Educa
tion: The Atkansas Story," which was a 
glowing appraisal of Clinton's record on 
ech..1catim1o The cove1 and 12 of the 16 
pages were piinted in four-color process. Iii 

WASH!NGTON, DC-The National 
Education Association (NEA) held its anrm
al convention July 3-8 in Washington, D.C. 
The membership of the nation's largest sin
gle union stands at 2,133,418, a net increase 
of 37,944 members over the previous year. 
The convention attracted 8,500 delegates 
who passed scores of resolutions. These 
constitute the union's official policies and 
empower its staff to spend its $164,347,425 
budget for fiscal year 1992-1993 in support 
of those goals. 

The NEA went firmly on record against 
choice in the matter of allowing parents to 
select their children's schools or curricu
lum, but just as firmly in favor of choice in 
the matter of abortion. Several resolutions 
reaffinned and updated ilie NEA's contrary 
positions on "choice," showing that it is 
meaningless to talk about choice unless it is 
dearly stated what is being chosen. 

The NEA resolulions blasted as "delete
rious" and "detrimental" all plans involving 
tax c,edits or vouchers to pay tuition to pri
vate or parochial schools, and the NEA 
called on its affiliates "to work for the 
defeat of such legislation." The NEA reso
lu lions confirm the 1mion' s aggressive lead
ership in the battle to oppose p:uemal 
choice in education, both choice of schools 

r-----------~------ and choice of c1miculum. 

NEA R t The NEA doesn't even want parents to epor S be.able to. choose at what age they put their 

P l®t0 I S d* chtldren m school. The NEA resolutions 0 I 1ca pen 1ng endorse "mandatory kindergarten and com-

The financial report of tile National Edu- pulsory auendan~," as weU ~s "early child
cation Association (NEA) which _ ho?d programs m the pubhc schools for 
vided to delegates attendi~g the 1;~ ~i~-chddren from birth through age eight." The 
vention in Washington, D.C., proves that NEA wants an sorts of regulations on 
•"e NEA · 1-.: ~' . homeschoolers. 
w 1s a very po h•Cm umon. 

@ The NEA t d d. The NEA demands a larger role for the 
$8 534 943 · ·t 199fti0 ~ e spen h m~ public schools in determining the curricu-
, , , . m 1 s" isc year on V: at ~~ lum of sex education, and asserts the right 
categonzed as Government Relations. f" · ct· ·ct n'" "l. · · Th t · h · c , bb . f o every m w1 u.u to 1ve m an envuon-

~ 18_ a eup em;sm ior ~o ymg or tile ment of freely available information" about 
leg~slauve goals e~dorsed m the ~A reso- sex, with "confidential access" to "health, 
iut:?ns .. an? ... e!e~::ng NEA ca nd1dates to social and psychological services." This 
0Cdll SCuOO, uuarrn, O .,, ' ... NEA • • ,, • 

® T" NEA d d. means wa._ t>,e . ~ rn assertmg t,1e nght of 
.,e 4 reporte spen mg tl h 1 , . 

$4,746,442 on "Hurnar1 and Civil Rights'· 1~ sc oo s to te~ch anytlung they wmH to 
during its 1991 fiscal year. This means mmor cbddren without parental knowledge 
" · hts" ,h 1,nc A ,, c· • • or consent ng as me ~.<.:.t-,. oermes 1t, rmd mclud.es 
m.,ch "rights" as abortion, rhe g;ay arid Ies- Anoa~er Kind of 'Choice' 
bian z,gend.a, 2Jifiimalive a,:;tion riuot;:J.S, the I C?n the o:he( "choice" issue, several res
Equal Rights Amendment, and banning I olu:no_ns rearfilmed the NEA's position pro
"sexisC words and concepts. i clrummg total support for abortion. In addi-

@> The NEA reported spend in a I tion, New Business Item 22 orders !he I'IBA 
$7,022,328 on "Cm1~1:°1mkations'' during i ~.° "t~J::e a pr,oa~,tive ~tance'_' in favor ~f 
Hs 1991 fiscal year. This 1s a euphemism :for I aborlmn and to provide assistance w rue 
whai: is often caned "grassroots lobbying," I si:ate affiliates to defeat pro-life legislation." 
which means propagandizing a message I N'ew Busmess Item 29 orders the NEA to 
among tlle public and mrough the media. estabhsh a $50,000 annual fond to make 

The $164,347,425 NEA budget al.so g_nmts_to state affiliates working fm abor
indudes m.illions of doUars spent for office twn nghts, and decrees that i:his NEA 
and personnel overhead to support this expenditure "shall continue umiiJ the Free
direct spending for legislative purposes. _ dom_of Choice Act is passed in Congress." 
The direct political contributions to candi- Fifty New York delegates offered New 
dates are in anolher accomH altogether, Business Item 46, which states that "the 
called NEA-PAC, which is one of the coun- l\TEA will advocate no position on the abor
try's largest Political Action Committees tion issue including: pro-life, pro-choice, or 
donating to candidates. Ill pro-abortion." The delegates argued that 

"any position other lhan neutrality divides 

the NEA and diminishes its u,1euw'u 

Apparently the NEA command could 
not tolerate such reasonableness. To 
this resolution from coming to a convention 
vote, the chair ru.led Hem 46 out of order. 

In another contradictory position, the 
NEA came out strongly against any "cen
sorship" of classroom materia.l.s by pareni:S 
or tbe public, but just as strongly in favor of 
censoring teaching materials to "eliminate" 
all the societal patterns and words in the 
English language that the feminists call 
"sexist:' The NEA "endorses positive 
action plans that establish procedures and 
timetables for eliminating sexism in the cur
ricuh.1m." 

School Board Politics 
Two new resolutions put the :NEA on the 

warpath against anyone ·who nms against 
NEA-endorsed candidates for local school 
boards. New Business Item 5 complains 
that "conservatives" are trying to get elect
ed to school boards, and therefore the l'IBA 
wm provide "infonnation mi.d training" to 
NEA membefS to oppose can,did,ates wbom 
the J¾,!EA thinks "threaten inteHecwal and 
academic freedom." New Business Item 6 
cans on the i"lEA to conduct workshop pre
sentations to rr:1in N'EA members h, how to 
deal with "censorship attacks" (the buzz 
word for parental inquiries abom offensive 
curricula). 

In addition to reaffirming last year's res
ohltion on multiculturaJism and global edu
cation, two new resolutions put the NEA 
rnlidly on track in favor of the trendy new 
dogmatism designed to enforce "diversity." 
New business Item 94 orders me NEA to 
"disseminate and/or make available a How 
to Teach er Tips on Teaching Diversity 
Curriculum Guide fof Elementary and Sec
ondary Schools." The guide is directed to 
inchnde an subjects, including math and 

See NEA Votes, page 2 
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New Y rnrk City Board of Education 
agreed June 24, after weeks of intense 
fighting, to adopt an AIDS camrkulum 
for elementary schools, The 119-page 
teaching guide, which in :its initial form 
was considered to be one of the most 
"advanced" in the state, was revised to 
include far greater emphasis on absti
nence and to remove information on 
how to clean syringes. Another revision 
deleted a passage that read, "HIV can be 
transmitted during an forms of inter
course - vaginal, oral, and anat" 
Though many claim victory because of 
the revisions, others claim victory that 
the majority of the curriculum remains 
intact, including the introduction of con
doms in the 4th grade. (See earlier news 
report in Education Reporter, June 1992.) 

Two high school pl'indpals in 
Parkland, WA have been issued 6-
pound, $700 bullet-proof jackets, Dis
trict officials say they bought "this dras
tic protection because of the frightening 
escalation of teen violence." Jim Ridge
way, assistant principal at Washington 
High School, who has worn his jacket 
around school, says, "I am out on the 
grounds a lot at school and I am very 
visible. At times we have non-students 
on campus and they are a concern,'' 
Next year the district will be adding a 
fulltime, uniformed officer as extra pro
tection to patrol campus. 

The Adon Institute for the Study 
of Religion and Liberty announces 
plans to continue its second annual 
"Toward a Free and Virtuous Society" 
seminar series. Designed to introduce 
religious leaders and advanced students 
to the basic principles of free market 
economics and their relevance to moral 
concerns, the second half of the 1992 
seminars will be held September 24-27, 
in San Francisco, California. Full stu
dent scholarships are available. More 
information and applications are avail
able by contacting Monica Kirk Carman, 
c/o The Acton Institute, 161 Ottawa NW, 
Suite 405K, Grand Rapids,MI 49503; 
phone(616)454-3080; fax: (616)454-9454. 

According to a new minois state 
report, public school teacher salaries 
nnged from as high as $61,627 in a 
suburban Chicago district to as low as 
$15,0IH in a central Illinois district 
charing ttu'-1991-92 school year. The 
average teacher was paid $39,967 in 
Chicago and $35,580 in the rest of the 
state. The survey found the statewide 
median scheduled salary for beginning 
teachers at the bachelor's degree level 
was $19,235, while the median for the 
maximum scheduled salary for experi
enced teachers was $28,415. For those 
with master's degrees, the figures were 
$21,228 and $33,648. Teachers' salaries 
are paid on an annual basis, but general
ly require only 180 days work per year, 
as contrasted with the 240 days worked 
by Americans employed fulltime. 

Edw::ationReporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is pub
lished monthly by Eagle Forum Education & 
Legal Defense Fund with editorial offices at Box 
618, Alton,Rltnois62002, (618)462-5415. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
persons quoted and should not be attributed to 
Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund. 

mr.,eri,mm"' $25. Back issues available 
postage at Alton, 
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lanned Parentl1ood Sues to ensor TeenmAid 
At Issue in Case.," What Does 'Comprehensive' lvleant' 

JACKSONVILLE, FL - Planned Par
enthood of Jacksonvme has filed suit 
against the Duval County School Board, 
charging that the Teen-Aid sex education 
curriculum adopted by the county in 1991 
does not meet state mandates. School offi
cials are seeking dismissal of the suit on the 
grounds that Pfa11ned Parenthood does not 
have "standing." The curriculum is also 
used in five other Florida counties -
Baker, Bradford, Clay, Seminole, and St 
Johns. 

LeAnna Benn, executive director of 
Teen-Aid in Spokane, Washington, scoffs at 
the pretext for the suit. According to Mrs. 
Benn, it is not respect for state statutes that 
motivates Planned Parenthood. Duval 
County, she explains, is "the largest school 
district i.n the country that's not teaching 
birth control and giving out condoms." If 
other school districts across the nation were 
to follow its lead, this could reduce the need 
for Planned Parenthood's abortion and con
dom services. Planned Parenthood could 
not ignore this threat. 

"What they want is the power to go into 
the schools and teach what they want," says 
Mrs. Benn. "It bothers them that they're not 
getting free rein." 

According to Mrs. Benn, Planned Par
enthood operatives first launched an aggres
sive media campaign to try to force the 
removal. of Teen-Aid from Duval County 
schools. They accused Teen-Aid of using a 
high-pressure sales pitch to get its curricu
lum adopted by tbe district. Far from mak
ing any solicitations, however, Teen-Aid 
had :in fact been first approached by Duval 
County parents. 

"It truly is a David-and-Goliath situa
tion," Mrs. Benn says of the battle between 
Teen-Aid, which receives one small Title 
XX grant of several thousand dollars, and 
Planned Parenthood which receives about 
$30 million from Title X. "They're trying to 
force their will on the school district," she 
charges. "They felt that they could circum
vent communicating with the school author
ities and pressure the school board into 
changing the curriculum." When the tactic 
failed, she says, "they went to court." 

LeAnna Benn says Planned Parenthood 
was obliged to allege "inaccuracies" and 
"bias" in the Teen-Aid curriculum in order 
to pursue its real objective, which is to use 
the court case to establish a right of privacy 
for children. "In actuality, I.he case is about 

giving children sexual rights so they can be 
consenting minors," Mrs. Benn argues. "I 
believe they're trying to set a precedent." 

The Florida law sets up a "comprehen
sive health education and substance abuse 
prevention program" in the public schools, 
but does not define "comprehensive." Mrs. 
Benn asserts that "there are two kinds of 
'comprehensive' - comprehensive contra
ceptive education and comprehensive absti
nence education. Contraception and absti
nence are contradictory terms, and a fair 

plies its abstinence-based curricula in 
schools in an 50 states and 17 foreign coun
tries. The goal of Teen-Aid, says Mrs. 
Benn, is "to give kids the social skills and 
understanding so they win choose absti
nence. We want them to be prepared for 
life." 

Mrs. Berm has seen a dramatic change in 
the public school approach to sex education 
in the last decade. "Even districts that 
haven't chosen Teen-Aid have had to give 
lip service to abstinence, as has Planned 
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reading of the Florida statute indicates that 
abstinence must be given preference." 

On the other band, Planned Parenthood 
argues that Teen-Aid is not a "comprehen
sive" sex education curriculum because it 
fails to teach contraceptive methods in the 
classroom. 

Mrs. Benn insists, however, that "com
prehensive" should not be defined as con
traception. We are a comprehensive pro
gram," she says, "we're just not a 
comprehensive contraceptive program." 

"They believe we should make all four 
forms of contraception available to ldds -
chemical, surgical, lifestyle, and self-gratifi
cation," says Mrs. Benn. In layman's terms, 
she explains, that means birth control pills, 
abortion, homosexuality, and masturbation. 

Founded in 1981, Teen-Aid now sup-

Parenthood," she boasts. "Abstinence has at 
least made it into the vocabulary of Ameri
ca, though Planned Parenthood would like 
to redefine it" But the most encouraging 
change Mrs. Benn has noticed is that "par
ents are becoming aware and involved. 
They're aware that they need to check on 
what's happening with sexed," she says. 

Not surprisingly, most parents "prefer to 
have their children abstain, and they prefer 
abstinence materials." Mrs. Berm contends 
that such materials are more effective and 
have "an impact that's positive and uplift
ing." She believes that rapid developments 
in contraceptive technology wm make 
directive, family-oriented, age-appropriate 
abstinence programs like Teen-Aid even 
more important and popular in years to 
come. II 

NE Votes Pro ... and Anti ... Choice Continuedfrompagel-----

science (the resolution doesn't say how 
"diversity" impacts math and science), and 
a "multicultural calendar to give a suggest
ed time line for teaching." 

Support for the homosexual/lesbian 
agenda has been part of the NEA resolu
tions for a number of years, The NEA 
urges that "diversity of sexual orientation" 
be part of the schools' teaching on sex edu
cation, and that homosexual counseling for 
students be given in public schools. The 
NEA supports the right of homosexuals to 
teach in public schools, plus affirmative 
action in recruitment and hiring for "under
represented categories" in order to over
come past discrimination. These resolu
tions were reinforced this year New 
Business Item 106: "The :NEA, in coordi
nation with the NEA Gay and Lesbian 

Caucus, wm develop a training program 
for local elected leaders to improve their 
awareness and sensitivity to the :issues and 
concerns of gay and lesbian employees." 

Virginia Uribe, author of the controver
sial. homosexual curriculum and counseling 
project in the Los Angeles public schools 
called "Project 10," was honored on July 6 
with the National. Education Association's 
Creative Leadership in Human Rights 
Award, She and Congressman Barney 
Frank (D-MA) were also the attractions at 
a July 7 dinner sponsored by the NEA Gay 
and Lesbian Caucus. 

The scrnbbing of New Business Item 56 
provided a HWe levity in an otherwise 
somber If this Hem. 
would have directed "the National Educa
tion n00v,,m,,4v, ciJso k!IO'\,VU as the NEA, 

to use its influence through whichever 
office is appropriate to persuade the 
National Endowment for the Arts, also 
recently known as the NEA, to change its 
name a.nd/or initials so as to avoid confu
sion with us," NEA Resolutions in 1991 
and 1992 vigorously deplored "any efforts" 
to interfere with the judgment of the 
National Endowment for the Arts in award
ing grants. This year, however, some mem
bers of the nation's largest teachers union 
must have realized th.at the acronym 
"NEA" is now associated in the public 
mind with obscene and sacrilegious "art." 

In other resolutions, the NEA reaffirmed 
its demand for socialized medicine, for 

the District of Columbia, and 
federal monies from defense to 

fue schools. lll 



ti n I 
A-8. Publk School Buildings. The 

National Education Association believes 
iliat closed public school buildings should 
be sold or leased only to those organiza
tions that do not provide direct educational 
services to students and/or are not in direct 
competition with public schools. 

A-12. Public Edm::ation/National 
Defense. The Association supports a policy 
of economic conversion to facilitate the 
orderly redirection of resources from mili
tary purposes to alternative civilian uses, 
including education. 

A-26. Deleterious Programs. The 
National Education Association believes 
that the following programs and practices 
are detrimental to public education and 
must be eliminated: tax credits for tuition to 
private and parochial schools, voucher 
plans (or funding formulas that have the 
same effect as vouchers), planned program. 
budgeting systems (PPBS), and evaluations 
by private, profit-making groups. 

A-27. Federally or State-Mandated 
Choke/Parental Option Plans. The 
National Education Association opposes 
such federally or state-mandated choice or 
parental option plans. 

A-28. Tuition Tax Credits. The 
National Education Association believes 
that all federal and state legislation 
designed to establish or implement plans 
for prekindergarten through grade 12 
tuition tax credits is detrimental to the pub
lic interest and. urges its affiliates to work 
for the defeat of such legislation. 

A-29. V macber Plans. The National 
Education Association believes that legisla
tion designed to establish or implement 
prekindergarten through grade 12 voucher 
plans is detrimental to the public interest 
and calls upon its affiliates to work for the 
defeat of such legislation. 

A-35, National Health Insurnnce. The 
Association believes that the federal gov
ernment should adopt a national health care 
policy that will mandate universal access to 
the highest quality health care at the lowest 
possible cost 

B-1. Early Childhood Education. The 
National Education Association supports 
early childhood education programs in the 
public schools for children from birth 
through age eight. The Association 
believes that such programs should be held 
in facilities that are appropriate to the 
developmental needs of these children. The 
Association further believes that early 
childhood education programs should 
include a tun continuum of services for 
parents and children, including child care, 
child development, appropriate develop
mental curricula, special education, and 
appropriate bias-free screening devices. 

The Association believes that federal 
legislation should be enacted to assist in 
organizing the implementation of fully 
funded early childhood education programs 
offered through the public schools. These 
programs should be available to all chil
dren on an equal basis and should include 
mandatory kindergarten and compulsory 
attendance. 

B-6. Sexism in Education. The Nation
al Education Association recognizes that 
many instructional materials portray 
females and males in sex-stereotyped roles. 
It urges educators to use instructional mate
rials that various careers and per
sonal roles as ''"''•=~,,~m and attainable for 
aJX inclividuali:s. 

The Associai:ion endorses the use of 

ti 
nonsexist language by all schools, It further 
believes that sexism and sex discrimination 
must be eliminated from the curricuhim 
and effective training of education employ
ees is necessary for this purpose, The Asso
ciation endorses positive action plans that 
establish procedures and timetables for 
eliminating sexism in the cmriculum, 

B-25. MuEUcuUu.ral/Global Educa
tion. The National Education Association 
believes the goal of multicultural/global 
education is the recognition of individual 
and group differences and similarities in 
developing self-esteem as well as respect 
for others. The Association urges its affili
ates to develop comprehensive educator 
training programs for multicultural/global 
education and to work to secure legislation 
that would .provide adequate funding for 
effective implementation of such programs. 

B-28. Career Education. The National 
Education Association believes that the 
career education concept must be interwo
ven into the total educational system and 
needs to include programs in gender-free 
career awareness and exploration to aid 
students in career course selection. 

B-32. Sex E1:h1ntion. The National 
Education Association believes that the 
public school must assume an increasingly 
important role in providing the instruction. 
Teachers must be qualified to teach in this 
area and must be legally protected from 
censorship and lawsuits. 

The Association urges its affiliates and 
members to support appropriately estab
lished sex education programs, including 
information on sexual abstinence, birth 
control and family planning, diversity of 
sexual orientation, parenting skills, prenatal 
care, sexually transmitted diseases, incest, 
sexual abuse, sexual harassment, the effects 
of substance abuse during pregnancy, and 
problems associated with and resulting 
from preteen and teenage pregrumcies. 

To facilitate the realization of human 
potential, it is the right of every individual 
to live in an environment of freely avail
able information, knowledge, and wisdom 
about sexuality, 

B-33. AIDS Education. The National 
Education Association recommends that 
educational institutions establish compre
hensive acquired immunodeficiency syn
drome (AIDS) education programs as an 
integral part of the school curriculum. 
AIDS education must include education 
about all means of transmission, including 
sex and intravenous (IV) drug use. 

B-55. Home Schooling. The National 
Education Association believes that home 
schooling programs cannot provide the slu
dent with a comprehensive education expe
rience. The Association believes that if 
parental preference home schooling study 
occurs, students enrolled must meet an 
state requirements. Instruction should be by 
persons who are licensed by the appropri
ate state education licensure agency, and a 
curriculum approved by the state depart
ment of education should be used. The 
Association further believes that such 
home schooling programs should be limit
ed to the children of the immediate family, 
wil:h an expenses being borne by the par
ents. 

C 0 l. Health Care for All Children. 
The National Education Association 
believes that eveiy child should have direct 
and confidential access to .~n,=~.w~,,~~ 

health care. The Association urges its affili
ates to WJ:Jport n.-)';''"''w·"' to com-
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prehensive health care to all children. materials. 

C-5. Day Care. The Association E-5, Instructional Materials and 
encourages its affiliates to seek legislation Teaching Techniques Challenges. The 
governing day care center facilities, per- , Association deplores prepubliishing censor
sonnel, and programs. · ship, book burning crusades, and attempts 

C-10. Extremist Groups. The National to ban books from the school library/media 
Education Association condemns l:he phi- center and school cwriculum. 
losophy and practices of extremist groups E-10. Academic and Professional 
and their efforts to recruit young people in Freedom. The Association further believes 
our schools. It urges its affiliates and mem- that legislation and regulations that mandate 
bers to oppose actively all such movements or permit the teaching of religious doctrines 
whose objectives are inimical to the ideals and/or groups that promote anti-public-edu
of the Association. cation agendas violate both student and 

C-20. Student Health and Persom1el teacher rights. The Association urges its 
Services. The National Education Associa- affiliates to seek repeal of these mandates 
tion believes that every student should have where they exist. 
immediate, direct, and confidential access F" 1. Nondiscriminatory Personnel 
to health, social, and psychological ser- Policies/Affirmative Action. The National 
vices within both school and community Education Association believes that person
settings. These services must include - nel policies and practices must guarantee 

Comprehensive school-based, commu- that no person be employoo, retained, paid, 
nity-funded student health care clinics that dismissed, suspended, demoted, transferred, 
provide basic health care services (which or retired because of race, color, national 
may include diagnosis and treatment) to origin, religious beliefs, residence, physical 
supplement, but not supplant, school nurses. disability, political activities, professional 

The Association urges that, if deemed association activity, age, size, marital status, 
appropriate by local choice, these health family relationship, gender, or sexual orien
care services include family-planning tation. 
counseling and access to birth control To address societal needs, however, the 
methods and instruction in their use. Association urges the development and 

C-21. School Counseling Services. The implementation of affirmative action plans 
National Education Association believes and procedures that will encourage active 
that guidance and counseling services recruitment and employment of women, 
should be integrated into the entire educa- minorities, and men in underrepresented 
tion system, beginning at the prekinder- education categories. 
garten level. It may be necessary, therefore, to give 

C-22. Student Stress. The National preference in recruitment, hiring, retention, 
Education Association urges its local and and promotion policies to certain ethnic
state affiliates to support appropriately minority groups or women or men to over
accredited and licensed mental health and come past discrimination. 
aftercare programs for students and to pro- F-28, Recording Devices in Schools, 
vide staff development workshops for per- The National Education Association insists 
sonnel in direct contact with these students. that the recording or electronic surveillance 

C-24. Student Sexual Orientation. The of the work of any educator wiiliout that 
National Education Association believes person's permission must be prohibited. 
that all persons, regardless of sexual orienta- F-35, Employees with AIDS. The 
tion, should be afforded equal opportunity National Education Association believes 
within the public education system. The that educational employees shall not be 
Association further believes that every fired, nonrenewed, suspended (with or with
school district should provide counseling by out pay), transferred, or subjected to any 
trained personnel for students who are strug- other adverse employment action solely 
gling with their sexual/gender orientation. because they have tested positive for the 

C-26. Suicide Prevention Programs. acquired immunodeficiency syndrome/ 
The National Education Association human immunodeficiency vims 
believes that suicide prevention programs (AIDS/HIV) antibody or have been diag
including prevention, intervention, and nosed as having AIDS or AIDS-related 
postvention must be developed and imple- complex (ARC). 
mented. The Association urges its affiliates H 0 5. Statehood for the District of 
to ensure that these programs are an inte- Columbia. The Natiolflal Education Associ
gral part of the school program. ation urges its affiliates to support efforts to 

C-34. Adolescent Pregnancy and Par- achieve statehood for the District of Colum
enthlg. The National Education Associa- bia, 
tion believes that with the increased I-13. Family Planning. The National 
number of adolescent pregnancies and ado- Education Association supports family 
lescent parents, speciai efforts must be planning, including the right to reproductive 
made by school districts to meet the needs freedom. The Association urges the govern
of these students to live productive lives in ment to give high priority to making avail
our society. The Association recommends able all methods of family planning to 
that special adolescent programs be imple- women and men unable to take advantage 
mented to include development of self- of private facilities. 
esteem and positive self concepts. The Association fwther urges the imple-

E-3. Selection of Materials and mentation of community-operated, school
Teaching Techniques, The National Edu- based family planning clinics that will provide 
cation Association believes that teachers intensive counseling by trained personnel. 
and librarians/media specialists must have I-21. Freedom of Creative Exp:resskm. 
the r:ight to select instructional/library The National Education Association sup-
materials without censorship or legislative ports freedom of expression in lhe creative 
interference. The Association urges its arts and therefore deplores any efforts by 
affiliates to seek the removal of laws and government to suppress, directly or indLrect-
regulations thai: restrict the selection of a ]y, such expression. The Association fmther 
diversity of instructional. matedals or thai. supports the freedom. of publicly funded 
HmH educators in the selection of such See NEA 1992 Resolutim 
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E lls t Its Politi I tiviti s 
The following is quoted directly from 1 NBA convention ·cations,." 

's Legislative Agenda 11 NEA's Lobbying olitics 
C'hUdren and Youth 
NEA Supports 

ii> federal programs to facilitate and 
enhance schoo! readiness; 

~ federal assistance for early childhood 
education prograrns .. Jncluding Head Start; 

@ early chikihood development and 
education services by certified personnel 
for an children, v;ith access assured 
regardless of income, as a critical element 
of educational excellence; 

® federal resources to enhance the 
availability and quality of public school 
child care programs, including preschool 
and before- and after-school programs; 

• coordination with the public school 
system of those child care services deliv
ered by nonpublic providers and assurance 
of standards of excellence, nondiscrimina
tion, and the separation of church and state; 

® stringent educational, health, and 
safety standards to protect and enrich 
preschool and school-age children, includ
ing strict regulation and enforcement to 
assure trained and licensed child care and 
development workers and qualified volun
teer personnel; 

@ creation and maintenance of a nation
al database on early childhood care and 

' education programs, 

National Health Care Policy 
NEA supports a national health care 

policy that wm mandate m1iversal access 
to the highest quality health care at the 
lowest possible cost 
In pursuit of this goal NEA supports 

11 federal. implementation of a national 
health care policy by a national plan and/or 
federal assistance to states in the design, 
delivery and fonding of demonstration 
statewide universal health care plans; 

f> provision of employer-paid health 
insurance for au employees and their 
dependents. 

Constitutional, Civil, and Human 
Rights Protection 
NEA Supports 

e full equality and opportunity - eco
nomic and educational - for all, induding 

ihe addition of the Equal Rights Amend
ment to the 

® the use of affirmative action to redress 
historical pauerns of discrimination. 

Tuition Tax Credits/Vouchers/ 
"Choice" 
NEA Opposes 

~ public funding of pre-K-12 nonpublic 
schools; 

t1 tuition ta'C credits at elementary, sec
ondary, or postsecondary levels; 

g the use of vouchers or certificates in 
education; 

• federally mandated parental option or 
"choice" in education programs. 

Voting Reform and Election 
Rights 
NEA Supports 

11£, partial public funding of federal elec
tion campaigns; 

@ statehood for the District of Columbia. 

Guidance and Com11seling 
NEA Supports 

and secondary school 
u•~= .. ,~ and counseling and other 

services including school psychology 
and school social work through federal/ 
state/local education "'~''"'""''°"' 

.w establishment of administrative struc-
tures to facilitate effective integration of 
guidance and counseling into the entire 
education experience. 

~ grants to expand and implement guid
ance and counseling programs. 

Personal Economic Security 
NEA Supports 

• repeal of the so-called right-to-work 
provision of the federal labor law. 

Mnitary Affairs 
NEA Supports 

• equal opportunity and responsibility 
for women and men in and following mili
tary service. llll 

Cong:ressional Contact Team 
Much of NEA's legisfative success can 

be attributed to the effectiveness of the 
Congressional Contact Team (CCT) net
work. NEA, with an average of nearly 
5,000 members in each of ilie muion's 435 
Congressional Districts, is in a unique 
position to use at-borne lobbying efforts to 
advance the cause of public education and 
improve the starns and security of Associa
tion members. 

The CCT reflects NEA's diverse mem
bership, including elementary and sec
ondary educators; vocational, postsec
ondary, and retired education employees; 
and education support personnel. They are 
trained, and briefed at the state, regional 
and national levels. Teams provide a well
informed and dedicated force of grassroots 
lobbyists who complement the efforts of 
the full-time Government Relations staff 
based in Washington and in the field. 
NEA' s message is delivered to Congress 
through lobbying efforts on Capitol mn 
and at-home contacts with Representatives 
and Senators. 

In addition to their role in advocating 
NEA's Legislative Program, CCT mem.
bers are responsible for providing informa
tion to and building support among other 
:NEA members and the general public. 

During the 102nd Congress, the CCT 
program .has focused on education fond
ing, opposition to private school aid, high
er education, and health care. In March 
1992, some 200 Association activists trav
eled to Washington, D.C. to advance 
NEA's position on education funding ~md 
to oppose legislative efforts to channel 
public funds to private schools. 

In the spring of 1992, CCT members 
were involved in coordinated at-home lob
bying for increased education funding. 

Political Advocacy 
The Political Advocacy program pro

motes members' knowledge of and partici
pation in political activities, supports the 
election of pro-education candidates to 
federal office, and coordinates the NEA's 
Political Action Committee (NEA-P AC). 

Through political advocacy, NEA 
maintains involvement in national political 
party activities and provides tedmicai 
assistance to affiHates un special long
range activities such as redistricting and 
reapportionment. !\IBA also works with a 
v3fiety of intergovernmental organizations 
Slllch as ilie National Governors' Associa
tion, the Education Commission of the 
States, and the National Cu1ference of 
State Legislatures in order to advance the 
cause of education at both the local and tl:le 
state level. 

NEA develops political training pro
grams to enhance the effectiveness of 
members and staff in campaigns. The NEA 
Series in Practical Politics is being revised 
to reflect consistent design elements and to 
include topics which motivate members 
and teach skms. The increased use of 
video and other visual tools is a major part 
of the revitalization process. 

New efforts to reach out to UniSe:rv 
staff through the Ouster and Intern train
ing programs have also been undertaken. 
Case studies and simulations have been 
used to promote the concept of organizing 
for Association political efforts ;;md !he use 
of computers as a campaign tool. 

NEA-PAC was involved in several spe
cial elections in 1991. It endorsed Democ
ratic candndate John Olver, who won in the 
First District of Massachusetts. It also 
endorsed Democratic candidate Harris 
Wofford, who won a hard-fought special 
U.S. Senate election in Pennsylvania, 
defeating U.S. Attorney General Dick 
Thornburgh. 

There wiH be at least 35 U.S. Senate 
and 435 U.S. House seats up for election 
in 1992. As of May 1, NEA-PAC had 
made 197 endorsements of candidates for 
the House and Senate. Congressi.onaJ elec
tions for the 103rd Congress will take on 
particular significance in the wake of con
gress:ional retirements and redistricting, At 
least 55 Members of the House and seven 
Senators will retire at the end of their 
terms, and some 55 open seats have been 
created as a result of redistricting. Ill 

N'EA 1992 Resolutions Continuedfrompage3~--~~----~-----~~--

agencies to exercise judgment in the award
ing of grants to individuals and organizations. 

l,,tJL Eng!ish m; th~ Offidai Language. 
Tile National Education Association 
believes tlmt efforts to legislate English as 
i:he official language disregard cultural plu
ralism; deprive those in need of education, 
soda! services, and employment; and must 
be challenged. 

I-4!5. Equal Opportunity for Wom,m. 
The Association supports the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Con
stitution, which guanmtees that equality of 
rights under the law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any 
stare because of gender. 

The Association believes i:hai: sexism and 
sex discrimination must be eliminated and 
endorses the use of nonsexist language. 

New Bush1es:3 Hem 5. The NEA, 
through its Government Relations division, 
the political action arm, shall make avail-

able information and training to assist local 
and state leaders and staff in opposing local 
and state school toard candidates whose 
statements and/or activities threaten intel
!eclual and academic freedom. 

Ratfoo:iaie: Conservative groups already 
have packaged programs to rake over schoo~ 
boards. School employees need political 
information and assistance to help maintain 
and ensure boards that operate openly and 
democratically, 

New Bm;iness Item 6. The NEA shall 
continue to encourage the membership to 
combat censorship by: (1) Providing local 
and state leaders and staff with materials for 
workshop presentations that allow them to 
alert and assist the membership in dealing 
with self-censoring and censorship attacks 
on public school employees and school dis
trict business. (2) Publicizing, in NEA 
Today on a regular basis, the availability of 
the support network for members who are 

facing a censorship attack or other censor
ship-related issues, such as self-censoring. 

New B!Jsi:miss Hem l't Move that NEA 
train a c-ai,J,e of u.ainern on cultural diversi~ 
ty. The Lrainers woult:l be available for 
national conferences, regional conferences, 
and for state and local associations, 

New Eusi!!llem, .Hem 22. NEA shall take 
a proactive stance lo protect the rights of 
women to choice and access to reproductive 
health care options and wm provide assis
rance to the state affiliates to protect these 
rights as well as defeat any attempt at leg
islative limits against said rights. 

New Bm,iness Uem 29. That the NEA 
Women and Girls Cemer for Change estab
lish a $50,000 anmmi fund for grants to 
state affiliates actively participating in 
grassroots efforts to safeguard reproductive 
freedom witbout governmental intervention, 
In keeping with the NEA Action Plan for Sex 

Equity, this effort shaB continue until tl1e 
Freedom of Choice Act is passed in Congress. 

New Busnniea§ Hem 94, NEA win dis
semimue and/or ni,ake available a How to 
Teach or Tips on Teaching Diversity Cur
ricuh1m Guide for elementary and sec
ondary schools. The guide wouid include 
specific information on a variety of disci
plines especially math, social studies, and 
science. The guide wouk! also indude sam
ple lesson plans and units, for example, the
matic units, cooperative learning and other 
resources, In addii:1011, the guide would 
include a multicultural calendar to give a 
suggested time line for teaching, 

New Ih.nsiness Item 106. The NEA, in 
coordination with tile NEA Gay and Les
bian Caucus, wm develop a training pro
gram for local elected leaders to improve 
their awareness and sensitivity to the issues 
and concerns of gay and lesbian education 
employees. II 




