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Katie and Kyle 

' hen God 
Leaves, Just 

all 011 Pumsy!' 
FORT MILL, SC - "Jesus and God can't 

be with you all the time, so you need to can on 
Pumsy who will never leave you!' When a 
guidance counselor told that to a 1st-grader at 
Fort Mill Primary School, it sparked a big 
controversy over the New Age curriculum 
called Pumsy. 

When Lori Aldhizer's son, Kyle, came home 
with the Pumsy finger puppets named "Sparkler 
Mind," "Clear Mind," and "Mud Mind," she 
became suspicious and began asking him 
questions. He said the guidance counselor told 
the class that, when Jesus and God have to 
leave you and go somewhere else, you need 
Pumsy who is the only thing that is with you all 
the time. 

Pumsy, the dragon, is a character that is 
supposed to teach children how to think and 
feel about life situations. Pumsy has three 
distinct personalities: Sparkler Mind, Clear 
Mind, and Mud Mind. The Mud Mind gets you 
into trouble and makes you do things like "push 
children off swing-sets," the Sparkler Mind is 
happy, and the Clear Mind, which all children 
should strive for and which curiously resembles 
God, feels good and is at peace. 

In the Pumsy Storybook by Jin Anderson, it 
states that "Your Clear Mind is the best friend 
you'll ever have. H will always be there for you 
when you need it. It is always dose to you, and 
it win never leave you." 

When Mr. and Mrs. Aldhizer's son told them 
what he was learning in school, they knew they 
had to expose it They called friends, who then 
called their friends to spread the news about this 
strange curriculum. The more parents learned 
about the new psychological techniques, the 
more outraged they became. 

They were especially outraged at how Pumsy 
seemed to open the door for even more 
problems. The guidance counselor talked to the 
children about using crystals and other New 
Age practices. She taught them that, if they fall 
and hurt themselves, they should "put gravel on 
their boo-boo" to make it better. Parents 
complained that, when their children skinned a 
knee during recess, they went to the nearest 
parking lot to put gravel on it. 

Another complaint that parents have is that 
the guidance counselor has put the children into 
small groups which are supposed to "teach 
children how to get along with each other." 
Each group has its own special name, and the 

See Pumsy, page 2 
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OS urveyCr t s tormin M 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM - Officials of the 

Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) have re
jected a request from parents to destroy the 
results of a survey recently administered to their 
children without parental consent 

The American Dmg and Alcohol Survey, 
administered to students in grades 4-12 late in 
October, contained an insert called Form S89A 
(withheld from 4th and 5th graders) that asked 
the students such questions as how many times 
in the last 12 months they have attempted to kill 
or rape someone or been paid to have sex. (See 
page 2 for excerpts.) The surveys were ad
ministered in an but two of the district schools 
where the principals refused to participate, 

In a letter written to Secretary of Education 
Lamar Alexander "on behalf of frustrated and 
angry parents in my district," Millie Pogna, a 
longtime member of the New Mexico State 
Board of Education, communicated the parents' 
request that the survey be destroyed "because it 
violated the federal law under the Hatch 
Amendment" According to Pogna, proper 
parental consent was not obtained, and the 
inclusion of the insert was not disclosed. 

"The parents strongly believe that the survey 
is a gross violation of student privacy rights and 
the fundamental rights of parents and family 
values," wrote Mrs. Pogna to Secretary Alex
ander on November l L So far, she has received 
no response. 

Superintendent Jack Bobroff approved the 
survey even though it had been rejected by APS 
officials two years "As sensitive amJ 
offensive as some of these questions are, you 

know we've got 11-year-olds that are suffering 
from AIDS, and they got it sexually," Bobroff 
told the Albuquerque Journal. "We can stick 
our heads in the sand, but at the same time, in a 
city the size of ours, those things are going on." 

Bobroff conceded that proper consent had 
not been obtained. Instead of seeking active 
consent from parents, as is customarily required, 
school officials instead sought passive consent 
That means that student participation was 
automatic unless parents objected. Notes sent 
home to parents mentioned that the survey on 
drug and alcohol usage would contain "other 
questions that may relate to substance abuse." 
But some parents complained that they did not 
even receive the notes. 

"I think there are some things that we did 
wrong in terms of informing parents about the 
survey," Bobrofftold the Albuquerque Tribune. 
"Obviously, our communication about what 
was on the survey, and about whether or not a 
student had to take the survey, wasn't as good as 
it could have been." 

The survey was prepared by Ernest Chavez, 
associate scientific director for the Tri-Ethnic 
Center for Prevention Research at Colorado 
State University in Fort Collins, with a $3 
million research grant from the National Insti
tute of Drug Abuse. According to Chavez, the 
survey is meant to identify student drug 
problems, determine if school prevention pro
grams are helping to correct those problems, 
and aid in recommending improvements in the 

the students, which also provoked complaints, 
were intended to ascertain whether or not 
certain ethnic groups are predisposed to drug 
abuse. 400,000 students have taken the survey 
nationwide - minus the insert, which made its 
debut with the Albuquerque students. The 
insert, according to Chavez, explores the 
relationship between drug use and crime. 

The local media sided with parents in their 
opposition to the survey. fo a November 2 
editorial entitled "Wasting Students' Time," the 
Journal noted that "APS should not be alienating 
parents and students and wasting the time of 
students on offensive outside surveys bearing 
little relationship to the important task of 
teaching." 

The Tribune concluded an October 31 
editorial as follows: "We applaud the two 
school principals who had the guts to say they 
would not give the survey to the~r students. And 
we decry the mentality running our schools 
today that somehow seeks to normalize the 
deviant behavior of the minority." 

Both newspapers emphasized the likel:il1ood 
-later confirmed - that some students would 
not take the questions seriously and thereby 
invalidate the data. "Can't you see a group of 
wiseguys portraying themselves as car-stealing, 
coke-dealing rebels - just for fun?" asked the 
Tribune editorialist 

That's just what they had done, some students 
publicly revealed afterwards - they didn't 
consider themselves wiseguys, just normal kids 

progf&irr.s. prote-cting themsel"ves :from the n.c.::.:y 
Survey questions relating to the ethnicity of of impertinent adults. II 

hat e Man's • rt @ns? 87 ay od 
PRINCETON, NJ -Almost half of Ameri

cans are creationists, saying they believe that 
"God created man pretty much in his present 
form at one time within the last 10,000 years." 
A new Gallup poll released December 6 shows 
that 4 7% of Americans, when offered three 
choices about the origin and development of 
man, choose this alternative. 

Another 40% choose this alternative: "Man 
has developed over millions of years from less 
advanced forms of life, but God guided this 
process including man's creation." Thus, 87% of 
Americans believe that man's origins can be 
traced to God our Creator rather than to 
chance. 

Only 9% choose a secular evolutionist per
spective: "Man has developed over minions of 
years from less advanced forms oflifo. God had 
no part in this process." Yet this minority view 
is the one universally taught in the U.S. public 
schools, and the education establishment is 
adamantly opposed to allowing the presentation 
of a creationist view, even as an option in 
supplementary reading materials. 

The number of Americans choosing the 
creationist alternative has remained roughly the 
same over the last nine years. Those who are 
most likely to be creationists today include 
evangelicals, older Americans, those living in 
the South, women, those living in small towns 
and rural areas, and those who are not college 
graduates. 

Nevertheless, one out of four college gradu
ates polled chose the creationist ("within the 
last l 0,000 years") alternative for the origin and 
development of man. 

In response to another question about Biblical 
literalism, 32% of Americans said that the Bible 

Michelangelo's Creation of Adam 

is the actual word of God, and is to be taken 
"literally word for word." About half ( 49%) say 
that "the Bible is the inspired word of God, but 
not everything in it should be taken literally." 
Only 16% choose an alternative which asserts 
that the Bible is simply an ancient book of 
fables, legends and history. 

The high number of Americans who have a 
creationist view of man may not be surprising in 
the context of other data which show that (1) 
America is by far the most religious of the 
world's industrial nations and (2) Americans 
remain strikingly orthodox in their overall 
religious practices and beliefs: 
• 76% of Americans agree that "the only 

assurance of eternal life is personal faith in 
Jesus Christ" -including 84% of Protestants 
and 79% of Catholics. 

• 69% of Americans claim to be a member of a 
church or synagogue - a number that has 
remained remarkably constant since 1937, 

when Gallup first asked the question (when 
73% claimed membership). 

f; 61 % say that religion can answer most of 
today's problems, while only 25% say .it is 
old-fashioned and out-of-date - numbers 
which are only slightly more negative than 
previous Gallup measurements. 
In terms of religion's personal relevance, 

Gallup's measures show little change over the· 
last 13 years: 
e 55% of Americans say religion is very 

important in their own personal lives; only 
15% say it is not very important 

• 41 % of Americans have attended church or 
synagogue within the last 7 days. This 
number has been constant since the mid 
1960s, but is down slightly from the higher 
percentages of Americans who attended 
church in the 1950s and early 1960s. 
Women, older Americans and Catholics 
attend church most often. 
Despite the high levels of religious belief and 

practices, there is concern that religion is losing 
sway in American life. When asked if religion is 
losing its influence on American life, 66% 
answered in the affirmative, while only 27% say 
it is increasing. These are the most pessimistic 
perceptions of the influence of religion in 
American life since the Vietnam War years of 
1968 and 1970, when only 18% and 14% of 
Americans said religion was increasing its 
influence. 

The Gallup poll results are based on tele
phone interviews with a randomly selected 
national sample of 1,005 adults, 18 years and 
older, conducted November 21-24, 1991. The 
margin of error could be plus or minus 3 
percentage points. m 
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The issue of sexual harl!JSSment in schools 
moves to the U.S. Supreme Court as Christine 
Franklin, graduate of North Gwinnett High 
School in Atlanta, Georgia, sues school 
officials for tolerating her alleged sexual 
harassment. Franklin claims that her economics 
teacher sexually harassed her for 15 months, and 
when she complained to school officials, they 
moved slowly and one even encouraged her to 
drop her complaint to avoid embarrassment. 
After she lost in two lower courts, the Supreme 
Court agreed to consider another facet of the 
dispute: whether Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, which bars sexual dis
crimination in federally funded education pro
grams, permits victims of intentional discrimina
tion to recover compensatory damages. Franklin 
is seeking $11 million. The Court's ruling is 
expected to have a significant impact, because if 
money damages are allowed, it will greatly 
affect how schools handle sexual harassment 
charges in the future. 

A hearing officer decided Dec. 27 that 
Principal Linda Chase 0£ Cherokee Ele
mentary School in Lake Forest, IL "did in 
fact encourage cheating by faculty members" 
in administering and scoring standardized 
achievement tests. It was the extraordinarily 
high scores on the standardized achievement 
tests that led to the investigation of Chase and 
her kindergarten through 3rd-grade school. 
James C. Bakk, the lawyer appointed to preside 
over the hearing, found that five allegations 
against Chase regarding cheating were proven. 
Bakk said Chase directed teachers to erase 
answers written by pupils in their achievement
test booklets. School board member Ada Nielsen 
sai.d she expects the board to continue to employ 
Chase because Chase has tenure. She has been 
suspended from her $69,000-a-year post with 
pay since Nov. 27. 

All five Democratic presidential candidates 
came out against school choice in their New 
Hampshire debate. After ducking lhe issue for 
months, NPR's Cokie Roberts asked the "C" 
question, and all five men opposed any type of 
school choice plan that would include private 
schools, even to help a poor child escape a 
school where there is violence. The candidates 
had ducked this question in December when 
queried by the National Education Association 
(NEA), but in New Hampshire they all came 
out strongly in favor of the NEA's anti choice 
position. Endorsement by the NEA is one of the 
major political assets to which a Democratic 
candidate can aspire. 

The :mti-phonics education establishment is 
fighting back agamst "Hooked cm Phonics." 
The New York Times special supplement on 
education on Jan. 5 devoted two pages to 
atiacking the reading program which is so 
highly advertised on radio and has sold 500,000 
sets at $179.95 each. A "Hooked on Phonics" 
spokesman replied that the program is sold with 
a money-back guarantee, and no public schools 
make that offer. When asked for research to 
show it is a good program, spokeswoman 
Carolyn Sisco replied, "Phonics is already a 
proven method to learn to read. All we have 
done is make it easier and more fun." 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is pub
lished monthly by Eagle Forum Education & 
Legal Defense Fund with editorial offices at Box 
618, Alton,Rlinois62002, (618)462-5415. The 
views expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
persons quoted and should not be attributed to 
Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund 
Annual subscription $25. Back issues available 
@ $2. Second Class postage paid at Alton, 
Illinois. 

Excerpts Jrom -
The American Drug and Alcohol Survey 

Form S89A 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

L How much does your family care if you . 
Get Drunk 
Use marijuana 
Use drugs other than marijuana 

2. How much would your family try to stop you 
from using the following: 
Marijuana 
Cocaine 
"Sniff'' something like glue or gasoline 
Getting drunk 

3. In the last 12 months, how often have you ... 
Stolen a car 
Stolen something ($50 or more) 
Stolen something (less than $50) 
Bought or sold stolen goods 
Carried a hidden weapon 
Tried to seriously hurt or kill someone 
Been paid to have sex 
Been in a gang fight 
Sold marijuana or hashish 
Had sex with someone against their will 
Hit or threatened a teacher 
Hit or threatened one of your parents 
Hit or threatened other students 
Sold hard drugs (heroin, cocaine) 
Taken a car for a joy ride 
Used force to get money or things from others 
Broken into a building or car 

4. Have you ever been arrested? 

6. How old were you the first time that you ran 
away from home? 

7. Have you ever been in a "street gang?" 

8. How many of your friends are in a "street 
gang?" 

10. How many of your close friends are still in 
school? 

11. Do you take part in your religion? 

12. Are you religious? 

13. How important is religion in your life? 

The next questions a.sk about you and your family, 
what kind of background you have, and how close 
you feel to different cultures. 

14. Does your family care about you? 

How much do you care about your family? 

Does your family care what you do? 

Are you close to your family? 

15. How much do you care about ... 
Your Mother 
Your Father 
Your Brothers 
Your Sisters 
Others in your family 

16. How well do you get along with ... 
Your Mother 
Your Father 
Your Brothers 
Your Sisters 
Others in your family 

17. Does your family live by or follow ... 
The White-American way of life 
The Spanish or Mexican-American way oflife 
The Black-American way of life 
The American-Indian way of life 
The Asian-American way of life 

19. Is your family a success ... 
In the Spanish or Mexican-American way of 
life 
In the Black way of life 
In the White-American way of life 
In the Indian way of life 
In the Asian way of life 

The following questions ask about you and your 
feelings. 

21. I am proud of myself 
I am quick tempered 
Ilie 
Is it bad to cheat? 
I get mad 
I like myself 
I do bad things 
I am good at games 
Is it bad to tell a lie? 
I feel like hitting someone 

22. I cheat in school 
I am lucky 
Is it bad to steal? 
I am good looking 
I am hotheaded 
I steal 
Other people my age like to be with me 
Is it bad to skip school? 
Other people my age ask me to do things with 
them 
I get angry 

23. I am able to do things well 
Is it bad to do things that parents don't want 
you to do? 
I do things my teachers don't like 
Other people my age like me 
I am smart 
People like me 
I am afraid someone will hurt me 
I like school 
My teachers like me 
I like my teachers 
School is fun 

24. Do you get good grades? 
What kind of student are you? 

25. Is your best friend a male or female? 

26. Have you ever ... 
Flunked a year of school 
Been kicked out of school 
Been suspended from school 
Skipped school 

27. How many times have you been beaten up and 
hurt badly? 
By a kid your age 
By an older kid 
By an adult 

Pumsy Continued from page 1 

group that parents are most concerned about. is 
the "peace-maker group." The stories coming 
from the children about this group are very 
disturbing, and parents have noticed personality 
changes in their children since the group began. 

It was reported that one child in the "peace
maker group" saw someone dressed up as 
Pumsy or a puppet of Pumsy at a school event 
and was so frightened that he started screaming 
and crying and holding on to his mother. His 
mother had never even heard of Pum.sy. She 
claims that the Pum.sy curriculum has done 
psychological damage to her son, and she 
reported at a recent board meeting that he is 
now undergoing psychological care. 

Mrs. Aldhizer found out that the Pumsy 
program had been in the school for at least 4 
years without the parents ever being asked or 
informed. She was told by many parents that 
Pum.sy was the reason they had taken their 
children out of the school and were home
schooling, yet when Mrs. Aldhizer went to the 
school to voice her concerns about the Pumsy 
program, she was told that she was "the first to 
ever complain about it." 

Mrs. Aldhizer and other parents in her area 
have begun a Citizens for Excellence in Edu
cation group, and 300 showed up for the 
meeting. All this attention has caused many 
parents to opt their children out of the Pumsy 
program - an option they claim they should 
have had from the beginning. 

However, teachers have made it difficult for ,, 
parents to opt their children out of the Pumsy 
program. Some have tried to talk parents out of ·• 
it, sometimes caning them as many as 2 or 3 
times saying things such as,"You don't want 
your child to be'singled out' or made to look 
like the 'strange one', do you?" 

Aldhizer has not escaped this battle without 
some wounds. Officers of the Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) did an internal study on 
her background and concluded that "Mrs. 
Aldhizer has been causing trouble since grade 
school." One parent told her, "If you say one 
more thing about Pumsy, I'll shove my fist 
down your throat!" She has received several 
prank phone calls. 

The ACLU sided with the school in this'' 
Pumsy battle. Although the ACLU admits that 
Pumsy appears religious i.n nature, it claims the 
teaching value is too great to take it out of the 
classroom. Steven Bates, Executive Director 
the South Carolina Chapter of the 
stated, "While they may be perceived as 
ligious practices, they in fact have a pedagogical 1 

( teaching) value, separate from religion. School /1, 
districts have authority to incorporate such i 
practices into the education program in that{j 
caseo'' ,~ 

Despite such strong opposition, Mrs. Aldhizer ~ 
says she "wants to fight New Age at every j 
level." She has presented her case against the' 
use of psychological techniques to the school ,j 
board, and hopes to "form a strong parent~ 
group that will work with the school board in) 
formulating a new policy." 

Parental objection to Pumsy was the reason 
why the Mountain Brook (Alabama) School 
Board adopted a policy prohibiting religious 
practices in the classroom. (See Education 
Reporter, July 1990.) B 



By Millie Pogna 

• • 
While visiting in Austin, I was shocked to 

read that "first graders learn reading, writing 
and stress management" (American-Statesman 
5/31/91). 

The article was about teacher Bonnee Lieuwen 
of Southwood Valley Elementary School and 
how Lieuwen "knew how to keep 21 squirming 
first-graders quiet for minutes at a time" with an 
accompanying photo of little children sitting 
cross-legged with back straight, eyes closed, and 
palms up on their knees. This is the basic lotus 
pose assumed for Eastern religious meditation! 
The article continues, "Lieuwen reads aloud in 
soothing tones, urging the children to close their 
eyes, breathe deeply and imagine ... " Through 
the rhythmic deep breathing and soothing tones, 
the children become still and calm as in a trance. 

Through these exercises, the teacher is pre
paring the children's minds for an altered state of 
consciousness and performing hypnosis, visuali
zation and guided imagery, which subjects the 
children to Eastern mysticism, yoga and the 
occult. She is programming the children to 
escape into an imaginary fantasy world where 
they can be transformed into animals or what
ever she suggests through the "conditioning." 

Why are the parents silent while their children 
are being subjected to such psychological abuse 
in the classroom? Why are the administrators 
permitting such psycho-babble in the name of 
education and taking valuable class time for the 
manipulation of children? Parents, wake up! 

These psycho-therapy techniques are prac
ticed by teachers and counselors without any 
particular qualifications and who have under
gone only a short crash course. Amateurs 
should not be permitted to experiment with 
children at taxpayer expense under the guise of 

t 

Millie Pogna 

education! 

I 

The techniques are a grave threat to physical 
safety and can cause emotional damage to 
children. A psychologist, testifying on psycho
logical techniques in New Mexico's schools, 
stated that teachers and counselors are amateurs 
and often do not completely bring the children 
out of the hypnosis or altered state which can be 
very dangerous. He stated that, if a child hears 
the "conditioning" wor& while crossing the 
street, he can freeze right in the path of traffic. 
He also testified that children learn the tech
niques in the classroom and have used them to 
place other children under hypnosis while at 
play. 

Teacher Lieuwen raved about the success of 
these techniques "when used with the Chicago 
Cubs baseball team, the elderly, the blind and 
the deaf." It is truly astounding that she is 
unable to discern the difference between con
senting adults who voluntarily participate and 
little first-grade children in a captive classroom 
who do not have a choice. 
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It is a lie to teach that all little children have 
stress and that it is normal even in the primary 
grades. It is not normal for children to have 
stress; but the educators' preoccupation with 
indoctrinating our children in the classroom 
with worries and anxieties and perpetrating 
exaggerated fears of nuclear war, death ed, drug 
ed, sex ed, AIDS ed, pollution ed, divorce, 
suicide, child abuse, and many other adult 
problems, can be devastatingly disturbing to 
children. The stress is created in the classroom. 

The schools are burdening the children with 
horrendous fears. The most repugnant is the 
programming of the children by teachers like 
Lieu wen saying that "in their minds, the slightest 
move will attract an imaginary hunter" to make 
"the children in her classroom freeze." How 
frightening and stressful for little children! 
Small wonder they become stressed! Educators 
are robbing our children of their childhoods, 
their innocence. 

Are educators permitting Christian prayer in 
the public schools? These mind-altering tech
niques can condition children to an anti
Christian/Judeo philosophy of religion. An 
article in Newsweek (10/27 /86) entitled 
"Secular Humanism - Are Public Schools 
Teaching a False Religion?" stated, "The con
tinued practice of these exercises will, whether 
you consciously intend it or not, eventually 
influence you toward an Eastern/mystical per
spective." Is this what Lieuwen meant when she 
said, " ... we're kind of building a base for them 
... at least I can teach some things they can take 
with them out there." Parents, beware! 

In New Jersey, parents took the schools to 
court, and in October 1977, the Federal District 
Court ruled in Malnak vs. Maharishi Mahesh 

Yogi that Transcendental Meditation is indeed 
a religion, and to teach or promote TM in 
public schools is a violation of the First 
Amendment provisions. 

In 1990, Colorado passed legislation pertain
ing to psychological procedures in the class
room. The Mountain Brook, Alabama, School 
Board adopted a strong policy in 1990 prohibit
ing the use of New Age psychological techniques 
in the public school classroom, specifically 
prohibiting (1) progressive relaxation, (2) guided 
imagery, (3) deep breathing, and ( 4) meditation. 
The policy, believed to be a first, was adopted as 
a result of parental complaints about such 
practices used in the classroom and in the self
esteem curriculum. 

The techniques being us.ed by teacher 
Lieuwen are a gross violation of the First . 
Amendment rights of parents and their children. 
What the teacher is doing is a combination of 
unconstitutional religion and unlicensed psy
chiatry, which has no place in the public 
~chools. It is a violation of the federal Protection 
of Pupils' Rights Amendment (also known as 
the Hatch Amendment) and the PPRA regu
lations, which spell out pupils' right not to be 
subjected to psychological treatment "designed 
to affect behavioral, emotional, or attitudinal 
characteristics of an individual or group." 

Parents should be on guard against "stress," 
"self esteem," or "human potential" courses as 
they are usually based on Eastern religious 
practices. 

All states should adopt policies against these 
dangerous techniques! 

Millie Pogna of Albuquerque, NM is afour
times-elected member of the State of New 
Mexico Board of Education. Ill 

Focus:Youn stersH V Humility h 
By Mark Randall 

I don't like to talk about it but, for reasons 
that are closely tied to my need for food, I often 
find myself playing piano in public. 

While thus engaged, I have begun to notice 
how many teenagers feel compelled to inform 
me that they are musicians too. There frequently 
follows an unsolicited rendering of something 
on the order of "Chopsticks" after which they 
remark that they might just take some lessons 
and get a job like this themselves someday. The 
messages vary, but the gist is that they are, 
without having yet learned anything, already 
pretty much as cool as I am and given 10 or 15 
spare minutes could be demonstrably cooler. 

Since my emotions at the time are at fever 
pitch from the rapture of my own playing, my 
irritation is horribly and understandably magni
fied when I hear these comments, all the more 
since they so brashly contradict what in my 
own mind I might have expected. What I might 
have expected in my own mind is a kind of 
incredulity mixed with awe. 

The awe, by the way, perilously close to 
worship. But I digress. 

Anyway, I only bring this up because lately it 
seems to be part of the orthodoxy of compassion 
that young people fail to achieve for want of 
self-esteem. I accepted this accepted wisdom 
right up until I actually gave it some thought. 
Then, recollecting vignettes of the type above, I 
realized that, in my experience of many young 
people, self-esteem seems perhaps one of the 
few qualities one might wish they had less of. 

Having so reflected, I am now bold enough 

to propose a theory counter to the conventional 
one, namely, the problem is not a lack, but 
rather an excess of self-esteem. What hinders 
achievement is not so much a crisis of confidence 
but a crisis of humility. 

We tend to think, for example, that being 
disadvantaged leads to a lack of self-esteem and 
yet it seems just as plausible to argue that an 
excess of self-esteem leads to being dis
advantaged. An excess of self-esteem portends a 

person suffered from an excess of self-esteem 
and a lack of specific skills, he or she went into 
politics or middle management, places where 
the first characteristic would be a plus and the 
second could go unnoticed. 

The young, however, have grown up in a 
culture that so emphasizes style over substance 
and talent over technique that many are now 
deluded to think that the right sort of swagger 
win get them through anything. 

In this, he epitomizes the modem idea of the 
artist as something one proclaims oneself to be 
rather than as a judgment earned in the 
extraordinary and special practice of some skill. 
Here too is someone who begs our sympathy on 
style rather than worthiness. What we are led to 
believe is that in him we have the Romantic 
man with a horn down on his luck. But the 
more cleareyed might argue that here is simply 
a ne'er-do-wen with an instrument of torture, a 
man who having inflicted failure on himself 
now inflicts cacophony on us. 

And would appreciate your change. 

fs all this business 
about building up their 

self-esteem? 

A person who thinks so highly of himself as 
to play a sax like that in public is a person who 
will never learn how to play. What we have 
here, I submit, is an excess of self-esteem. 

It is a rich tableau. People too humble to be 
saxophone players without first learning how lo 
play one, walk by on their work breaks and are 
asked to feel sorry for and then subsidize the life 
of someone with the chutzpah to demonstrate 
that he has never practiced. 

They're overloaded with it now .. 

lack of humility, humility being necessary for 
self-discipline, self-discipline being necessary 
for the acquiring of skills, the acquiring of skills 
being a great help in the securing of advantages, 
advantages being just the antidote for the 
disadvantaged. 

The humility shortage extends to all genders, 
races and classes but weighs more heavily on 
the young. In the older generation, when a 

What we have here are a lot of people who 
have done their homework being asked to feel 

These people run the risk of growing up to be compassion for people who thought themselves 
a version of the man who blows air through a too cool to have to bother. There is a lot of that 
saxophone in front of the parking lot at Eighth going around and I am beginning to feel, as I 
and Market, a man who to my mind, embodies · sometimes do with my young visitors at the 
the salient themes oflife in the late 20th century. keyboard, the quality of my mercy being 
These include the crisis of incompetence, the strained. II 
posturing of art and the chaos of social engineer
ing. Here is a saxophonist because he says he is, 
his manifest inability to play not withstanding. 

Reprinted with permission from the Phila
delphia Inquirer, August 9, 1991. 



4 EDUCATION REPORTER, January 1992 

Liberal Hist 
HANOVER, NH - Arthur M. Schlesinger, 

Jr. attacked multicultural education during his 
November 22 speech at Dartmouth College. 
One of the country's most respected historians, 
Schlesinger spoke to an overflow crowd, and 
some of the students said they had never before 
heard this point of view presented. 

Schlesinger's most recent book, The Dis-
of America, along with op-ed pieces 

written for The Wall Street Journal, presents a 
manifesto of resistance to the growing trend of 
emphasizing ethnic differences rather tl1an Ameri
can Schlesinger's views are significant 
because of his reputation as the "court historian" 
of the John F. Kennedy Adi.rinistration. 

Scheslinger stated that global ethnic conflict 
has emerged as the dominant problem since the 
end of the Cold War; ideological conflict is 
giving way once again to tribal conflict. "What 
happens when people of different ethnic origins, 
speaking different languages and professing 
different religions, settle in the same geographi
cal locality and live under the same political 
system?", Schlesinger asked. "Unless a common 
purpose binds them together, tribal resentments 
and jealousies will drive them apart" 

Schlesinger attributed America's success at 
making a multi-ethnic state work to its ability 
"to give ethnically diverse peoples compelling 
reasons to see themselves as part of the same 
nation ... The United States had a brilliant 
solution to the inherent fragility, the inherent 
combustibility of a multi-ethnic society, that is, 

• ID r 
WASHINGTON, DC - Four scholars 

lectured on the various aspects of !he Columbus 
controversy at Young America's Foundation's 
symposium on "Political Correctness and 
Christopher Columbus" sponsored by Young 
America's Foundation November 20 at the 
International Club in Washington, D.C. 

Should the 500th anniversary of the discovery 
of America be an occasion to celebrate the 
discovery of the New World? Or should we 
acquiesce in the current fad called "Political 
Correctness," which asserts that the 1992 
Columbus Quincentenary should be an occasion 
for Americans of European extraction to 
apologize to descendants of the indigenous 
peoples for having invaded their land and 
despoiled their "paradise"? 

The general consensus was positive, 
Columbus was described as an intelligent, 
ambitious "and religious sailor who had some
thing to prove. Dr. Burton W. Folsom, Jr., 
professor of history at Murray State University, 
Murray, KY, presented a look at "Columbus 
and the Textbooks" and "Columbus and 
Christianity." He told his audience that there's 
no doubt that Columbus' selling points to 
Queen Isabella for financial assistance were for 
economic purposes and for the spreading of 
Christianity. 

"The devotion to his religion filtered into the 
names he gave the places he discovered - San 
Salvador (Holy Saviour), Trinidad (Trinity), 
Santo Domingo (Holy Sunday), to name a 
few," Dr. Folsom reminded the audience. 

Dr. Michael Gannon, professor of history at 
the University of Florida and specialist in 
Spanish colonial history of the Caribbean, 
approached the subject from the aspect of 
"Celebration or Cerebration." 

He is Director of the Institute for Early 
Contact Period Studies, which is conducting 
research into the voyages of Columbus and his 
first contacts between Europeans and Indians in 
the New World. Florida has been working on 

• rian tt C s 
the creation of a brand new national identity by 
individuals who in forsaking an loyalties joined 
to make new lives, melted away ethnic differ
·ences." Scheslinger cited John Quincy Adams' 
exhortation as secretary of state to immigrants 
to cast off their European skins, never to resume 
them. 

He noted that in the 20th century attitudes 
toward the national identity have changed: 
"Today many Americans disavow the historic 
goal of a new race of man, the escape from 
origins has given way to the search for roots .... 
The new ethnic gospel in its militant form 
rejects the unifying concept of a unique Ameri
can identity, rejects the ideal of individuals from 
an nations melted into a new race, rejects the 
ideals of assimilation and integration, rejects the 
common culture - its underlying philosophy is 

America is not a nation of individuals at an 
but a nation of groups, that ethnicity is the 
defining experience for most Americans." 

Schlesinger said that it is disturbing to see 
that this view has made its way into the nation's 
system of public education, one of the primary 
modes of assimilation into American main
stream, Regarding the controversy over cur
riculum and the idea that we should replace 
Western culture, he said, "It's not that Western 
culture is superior to other cultures, it is that it is 
for better or worse our culture, and we better 
master it" He also criticized those who want to 
revise history: "H may be lamentable that dead 
white European males played a large part in 

ulticult r 
shaping our history, but that's the way it was, 
and to pretend otherwise would be to falsify 
history." 

Schlesinger went on to praise certain attri
butes of Western culture by saying that "Europe 
like every other culture has committed its share 
of crimes, but unlike other cultures it has 
originated and acted upon ideals that combat 
and expose its own crimes .... The crimes of the 

I m US I SIECUS Issues 
this celebration since 1980. Excavating is cur
rently going on in severnJ in Florida and 
the Caribbean islands, where Columbus landed. 
The findings have been quite spectacular, in
cluding lists of medicines, tools, foodstuffs and 
other supplies taken on the voyages. The 
January 1992 issue of National Geographic 
will feature the archeofogical digs. 

Dr. Gannon told his audience, "When it is 
remembered that the Native Americans were 
here for thousands of years, we should think of, 
not discovery of a "new world," but the fusing 
of two "old worlds." It is true that the Europeans 
brought disease against which the Indians had 
no immunity; it is also true that some of the 
Indians used techniques of extreme torture. 

Dr. Gannon spoke of the Book of Prophecies, 
written by Christopher Columbus. Columbus 
thought of himself as being used by Divine 
Providence to lead the way in Christianizing the 
peoples of the "Indies." He referred to the 
inhabitants of the islands where he landed as the 
"treasures of the islands." Being extremely 
familiar with the Bible, Columbus quoted 
passages from Ezekiel and Isaiah that would 
lead him to the land. He believed the end of the 
world was coming soon, and the Christian faith 
should be spread to all peoples. 

Dr. Wilcomb E. Washburn, Director of 
American Studies at the Smithsonian Insti
tution, evaluated "Columbus: Victim of His 
Own Success?" He said, "ff Columbus didn't 
find this new continent, someone else would. 
However, it most likely would have been 
delayed. Portugal had found a trade route to the 
Indies by sailing around Africa at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

This fact doesn't diminish Columbus' ac
complishment He had a reputation of being a 
courageous and good sailor. Dr. Washburn 
pointed out that neither the Asians nor the 
Native Americans set sail to discover the world 
of Europe. 

AU the speakers envisioned a new level of 

WASHINGTON, D,C, - The Sex In
formation and Education Council of the 
United States (SIECUS) has released what it 
calls the first national guidelines for sex 
education in kindergarten through grade 12. 
The task force induded representatives from 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 
The guidelines purport to set the agenda for 
public school sex courses. 

Released along with the guidelines was a 
booklet called "Winning the Battle," which 
sets out a plan of action for selling the 
SIECUS/Planned Parenthood values and 
curriculum to the public schools, and also for 
defeating objections from parents and other 
citizens. 

The Appendix gives SIECUS' Position 
Statements adopted by its board of directors. 
One of the most controversial is its repeated 
endorsement of "comprehensive sexuality 
education" as an important part of the 
educational program in every grade of every 
school. Thfo generally means instruction to 
minor children about every kind of sex -
moral and immoral; with or without a 
partner; and with persons of any gender. 

Other controversial SIECUS Position 
Statements include the following: 

111 SIECUS endorses a public school sex 
curriculum that includes "the affective 
domain (feelings, values, and attitudes)," 
as well as behavior modification. 

• SIECUS advocates "comprehensive in
formation, education, and services in 
regard to contraception" for "all, regard
less of gender, income, or age." This 

scholarly knowledge about Columbus and the 
impact of his discovery and the publicity it 
received in Europe. Over 100 conferences are 
planned and about 30 new books will be 

I ducation 
West in time generated their own antidotes, 
provoking the great movements to end slavery, 
to raise the status of women, to abolish torture, 
to combat racism, to defend freedom of inquiry 
and expression, to enlarge personal liberties, 
and to defend human rights." He emphasized 
that America has a great record of righting its 
wrongs and providing opportunities for 
minorities. II 

ew Guidelines 
means for children of any age, and the 
guidelines take the position that sex 
courses should start in kindergarten. 

• SIECUS asserts that "the right of every 
individual to confidentiality and privacy 
in receiving such information, counsel
ing, and services is and should be 
paramount," which, of course, means 
the "right" of SIECUS to give its 
material to children of any age without 
parental knowledge or consent. SIECUS 
"opposes any legislative or govern
mental attempts to infringe on this basic 
right" 

• "SIECUS believes that every woman, 
regardless of age or income, has the right 
to obtain an abortion under safe, legal, 
confidential, and dignified conditions, 
and at a reasonable cost SIECUS sup
ports the 1973 Supreme Court decision 
(Roe v. Wade)." 

• "SIECUS supports the informed use of 
sexually explicit materials for education
al and therapeutic purposes and also 
affirms adults' right of access to sexually 
explicit materials for personal use. 
SIECUS opposes legislative and judicial 
efforts to prevent the production and/ or 
distribution of sexually explicit 
materials." 

SIECUS executive director Debra Haffner 
claims that these new guidelines are "long 
overdue" when one considers the "rising rates 
of teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases." II 

published in an attempt to rival the "magnifi
cent" 400th Columbus anniversary in 1892. 
Celebrations win take place in all 63 cities in the 
United States named for Columbus, I 




