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The Alabama Board of Education recently 
rejected nine textbooks and one teacher's edition 
book which were opposed in a minority report 
of the state's textbook committee and by state 
Superintendent of Education Wayne Teague. 
The books were rejected December 13 at a 
board meeting after intense lobbying by critics 
of the books. 

The books up for approval were Creative 
Liliing, AIDS Education, AIDS and Society, 
AIDS and Other Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 
Developing Responsible Relationships, Human 
Sexuality: A Responsible Approach, Health: A 
Wellness Approach Working: Skills for a New 
Age, Married and Single Life, and Health: Focus 
on You. Several members of the state's textbook 
csmmittee opposed the books because of what 
they said was objectionable material. 

They charged that the material in the books 
"tries to present homosexuality in a favorable 
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In the first legal suit of its kind, 27 Chicago 

parents and children have filed a lawsuit against 
the state of minois in an attempt to force the 
swte to provide« comprehensive scho0lchoice 
plan. 

The lawsuit, filed in December in the State 
Circuit Court of Cook County, charges that 
Illinois' current system of education funding 
violates the state's constitutional guarantee of 
"an efficient system of high quality public 
education." The suit petitioned the court to 
intervene in another suit to change the state's 
school finance system, which was filed in 

I Ikcember by 4 7 school districts. 
The original lawsuit against the state, which I Sticks to equalize education spending by taking 

I iT,oney from richer districts and giving it to 
, p,)orer ones, is similar to cases which ordered 
equalization of funding in Texas, ]·,Jew Jersey 
::md Kentucky_ 

The Illinois case marks the firs1 time that 
school choice has been made an issue in a 
school funding suit 

The seven families in the new suit request 
that IUinois establish a system of school choice 
v1hich would enable students to attend any 
school, public or private, by using a tuition 
voucher paid for by the state, They say that they 
are frustrated with the condition of the Chicago 
public schools, which former U.S. Secretary of 
Education William Bennett has called "the 
worst in the nation." 

According to Clint Bolick, director of the 
Landmark Legal Foundation Center for Civil 
Rights which represents the new plaintiffs, 
"Meaningful relief for the children of Chicago 
will not occur" unless a school choice system is 
put into place. He said that the interest of the 
original plaintiffs is only in "obtaining more 
money for their districts" and not in meaningful 
reform. Bolick said that "an opt-out system will 
be a major breakthrough" for minority and 
low-income children because he said it would 
give them the same choices on where to attend 
schools that white and middle-class children 
already have. 

The 47 school districts which filed the 
original finance-equity suit against the state 
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light," offers "inaccurate or misleading infor
mation about the failure rates of contra
ceptives," "requires students to personalize and 
dramatize" suicide, "violates the establishment 
clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution," and leads students into "altered 
states of consciousness." 

Members of the state textbook committee 
attacked the ten books in four reports and urged 
that the books not be used in the state's schools. 
The minority reports were signed by state 
textbook committee members Mansel G. 
Daniels, Thomas Wheeler, Dorothy Smith, 
Phillip R Daniel, Thomas Parker, Robert 
Angles, Susan Bagley, and Mary Etta Palmer 

The minority committee's reports charged 
that the books promoted homosexuality, en
couraged promiscuity and increased sf·x1J.al 
activity, pres:cnted smcide in a favorable light, 
used eastern religious practicer, such as Transcen-

C!mt Bolick 
e,:pressed keen unhappiness with the new 
group entering the cas,e because they oppose the 
tuition voucher petition. ',ViUiam Gleeson, legal 
counsel for the school districts, said that a 
voucher system "would simply empty the city 
schools of all the white kids." 

Bolick refuted Gleeson's charges, saying that 
"an overwhelming percentage of kids who will 
benefit" from a school choice plan are black 
Bolick also noted that "well over half of public 
school teachers in Chicago send their children 
to private schools," which he said shows that 
even teachers themselves have given up on 
Chicago's public schools. 

Advocates of establishing school choice in 
Chicago say that addressing only the issue of 
improving school funding will not improve the 
schools. Bolick charged there will be "no 
meaningful reforms in Chicago unless we have 
competition," something which the school 
districts demanding more money oppose. 

Besides advocating school choice in Illinois, 
the Landmark Legal Foundation Center for 
Civil Rights is currently fighting for the voucher 
system plan in Mih,vaukee, Wisconsin which 
was recently voided on a technicality. 

The Chicago school choice advocates will 
argue their motion before a state judge at a 
preliminary hearing February 21. ■ 
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dental Meditation to promote the New Age in 
the classroom, and violated students' right to 
freedom of religion. 

Joan Kendall, an opponent of the contro
versial praised the minority report's 
conclusions about the textbooks as being 

thorough research and impecca
ble documentation." She said that she supports 
the State Board of Education's decision in 
"recognizing that the books were inaccurate 
and unacceptable." The books' controversial 
content came to light after an intense lobbying 

by several parents' rights groups 
including Focus on the Family and the Coalition 
for Academic Excellence. ■ 

(For full text see page 3.) 
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President Bush's appointment of Lamar 

Alexander as Secretary of Education has caused 
much discussion in parents' rights groups around 
the country which, for the last year, have been 
circulating a video of the Kansas Governor's 
Educational Summit held in Wichita on 
November l and 2, 1989, Lamar Alexander 
was one of the featured speakers. 

Then president of the University of Tennes
see, Alexander was invited by his friend, 
Governor Mike Hayden of Kansas, who hosted 
the Conference. Alexander was a former 
Governor of Tennessee. Hayden, a Republican, 
was defeated for reelection in November 1990 
by Democrat Joan Finney. The abortion issue 
was considered to be decisive; Hayden is pro
abortion and Finney is pro-life. 

Lamar Alexander used the occasion of the 
1989 Kansas Conference to propose that we 
create what he called "a Brand New American 
School." The particular characteristics of this 
school would be that it would be "open year
round, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m!' He said that these 
"all-day schools" are needed to attend to the 
needs of children. 

The second characteristic, as described by 
Alexander, would be that the Brand New 
American School "will serve children from 3 
months to age 18." Alexander has been widely 
known as an advocate of early childhood 
education, but this speech made it clear that he 
favors schools taking on the responsibility to 
serve children as early as 3 months, 

Other proposals in Alexander's speech in
duded choice in schools, a compute, for every 
child, and paying master teachers up to $70,000 
a year, 

Another major speaker was DL Shirley 
McCune, director of the Mid-Continent Region
al Educational Laboratory (McRel) in Aurora, 
Colorado, a federally financed research insti
tution. She urged that schools play a major role 
in what she called the "total restructuring of 
society" and the "total transformation of our 
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~ociety" -- phrases she used dozens of times in 
her lecture. 

Advocating what she caJled the "socfal 
change function of schools," McCune outlined 
a plan for a "five-year program of social 
change." McCune is an emhusiastic advocate of 
early childhood education, arguing that children 
3 to 5 years old should become an essential part 
of the public school system. "The earlier 'Ne 
intervene, the cheaper it is," she said. 

McCtme made the accusaliorr, without pre
senting any evidence, that 30 percent of Amen~ 
can children today are "physically, emotionally 
or sexually abused." Therefore, according to 
McCune, schools must provide "psychologicaJ 
services" and must use a "holistic approacL." 
She sees the public schools as the center of an 
human services for young and old, with early 
childhood programs, lRtchkey services, and 
even meals for seniors. 

McCune charged that om present schools are 
"culturally biased," and urged thal the schools 
address this. 

McCune asserted that "we no longer are 
teaching facts to children," because "none of us 
can guess what information they will need in 
the future!' Schools, she said, should just teach 
students "how to process information." 

McCune told her audience of educators that 
they should "be worried about a class that is 
quiet" because the students "may just b,~ 
learning facts, but not how to process the 
information." 

The conference vvas c1Jtended by some 200 
invited educato£s. The public was excluded, but 
after citizen protest the Wichita school system 
subsequently aired the principal speeches on 
educational television. 

A video of the 1989 Wichita conference cN: 
be purchased from Mary Jo Reiland, 540 7 
Sullivan SI., Wichiia, KS 67204. Send $15 a11d 
specify whether you want the video with the best 
25 minutes of excerpts or the full length version 
(2 hours; 45 minutes) Ill 
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Officials at Lewis and Clark Com
munity College in Godfrey, Illinois are 
considering off'.eiing vocational courses 
in gamblir,g, The school, which is located 
near the Mississippi River, is thinking 
about offering courses to train potential 
casino employees. Illinois recently legal
ized riverboat gambling and a floating 
casino is planned for the Godfrey area. 

Students at Brookline High School in 
Brookline, Massadurnetts succeeded 
in persuading school officials lo re
i.nstate the school's Advanced Place
ment European History course. The 
school canceled the class last year because 
some administrators felt the course was 
insensitive to minorities since it covered 
only European history, The students re
quested that the course be returned to the 
curriculum because it had "acquired a 
reputation at the school for academic 
vigor," according to Education Week. 

The United Teachers of Los Angeles 
recently voted more than 3-to-1 in 
favor of a position of neutrality on the 
abortion issue. Previously, the organi
zation had been on record as endorsing 
abortion, but protests from pro-life 
teachers persuaded the UTLA to substi-

which ,.,m:,u;e:.,;,u the UTLA 
on the 

issue of abortions." 

A homosexu:Jil 1eacher with AIDS vvho 
,:von the right to continliie teaching 
despite parental protests died in Santa 
Ana, Califon:nia. Vincent Chalk, 45, won 
a court case which gave him the right to 
stay in the classroom. Parents and school 
officials had requested that Chalk be 
transferred to a position with no student 
contact, but in 1987 the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled that Chalk's 
disease was protected as a "handicap" 
and compelled the school to return Chalk 
to teaching, 

A MmJ1bma teacher who has been con
victed of sexually molesting several of 
his students apparently used the sex 
education dass that he taught as a 
method to entice his victims. Douglas 
Marks, a teacher in Boulder, Montana, 
allegedly victimized pre-adolescent boys 
for over 30 years before finally being 
caught According to one of his victims, 
J'vfarks first started molesting him when 
the boy asked a question in the sex 
education class Marks taught The teacher 
was recently sentenced to a maximum of 
twenty years in prison for his crimes. 
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618, Alton, Illinois 62002, (618)462-5415. 
Editor: Lisa Swan. The views expressed in this 
newsletter are those the quoted and 
should not be ,wrmuu,o to Eagle Forum 
Education & Defense Fund. Annual 
subscription $25. Back issues available@ $2. 
Second at Alton, Illinois. 

• 
ID DkP lish 

• r SID 
A national public-policy think tank has 

suggested that business executives use their 
influence to lobby for educational reforms in 
the nation's public schools" 

In "A Businessman's Guide to the Education 
Reform Debate," released by the Heritage 
Foundation, education analyst Jeanne Allen 
says that "businessmen must do in education 
what they would do in business." It is necessary 
for them to "evaluate the cause of the problem, 
refuse to be misled by myths and spurious 
solutions by managers, and instead 
tackle the managerial and structural flaws that 
cause poor performance," she said. 

Allen, a former official at the U.S. De
partment of Education, says that "competition 
is the key to success in the marketplace" and 
proposes that programs be implemented that 
encourage choice in education. She suggests 
that businessmen get behind choice programs as 
part of an overall system of education reform. 

The Heritage Foundation report attacks 
several "myths" which it says have "derailed 
real reform." It charges that increased funding 
for education does not increase educational 
performance and notes that, although education 
spending has increased 183 percent since 1960, 
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SAT scores have declined nearly 100 points 
since that time. Nor will increased spending by 
the federal government decrease adult literacy, 
since "adult illiterates do not want to attend the 
classes." Instead, schools should require that 
"children learn to read and write before being 
passed on to the next grade,'' 

Allen attacks the nation's "dropout crisis" as 
a myth. She writes that U.S. Census Bureau 
statistics show that 87.4 percent of 16-to-24-
year-olds have graduated or are working 
towards a high school diploma or GED 
certificate. 

Another myth exposed in the report is that 
Head Start is the answer to helping children in 
poverty achieve in school. Allen says that 
studies have shown "no measurable mid-term 
or long-term benefits from Head Start" despite 
20 years of experience with this program. Such 
programs might even hurt children who are not 
emotionally ready to attend school, according 
to a Yale 

The report proposes that alternative teaching 
certification routes be implemented throughout 
the nation as a means of diversifying the pool of 
teachers, The teacher shortage expected in the 
near future "should not be viewed as a dearth of 

Impressiont:, Continues 
Leave Bad Iinpression tln :Many 

The impressions elementary school textbook 
series ( see September, 1990 &ucation Reporter) 
is stirring up more controversy throughout the 
nation, with parents in many schools opposing 
use of the books" Impressions is currently used in 
approximately 1,200 schools in 34 states. 

The American Family Association (AFA) 
filed federal lawsuits against school districts in 
Willard, Ohio and Sacramento, California 
which are currently using the Impressions 
series" The AF A charges that the books violate 
both the Free Exercise and Establishment 
clauses of the First Amendment because the 
series encourages students to follow New Age 
and occultic religious practices and beliefs, 

Benjamin Bull, the AF A's legal counsel, says 
that "The Bible prohibits participation by 
Christians in any occultic activities," The 
Rutherford Institute, a public policy organi
zation, is also planning on filing a 1awsuit 
against Impressions. 

Other parental rights' groups agree with the 
AF A that the books do emphasize religious 
practices. Some of the readings in Impressions 
encourage students to cast spells, participate in 
chants, role-play sorcerers, and practice magic. 
Although supporters of Impressions claim that 
these activities are not religious practices, a 
practicing Wicca priest in Sacramento, Cali
fornia, whose religion involves witchcraft, said 
that "prayers, magic, spells are all interrelated 
terms" and are in fact religious practices used at 
his church. 

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich (HBJ), the 
textbooks' publisher, claims "there was never 
any intent" in the writing of the books "to 
promote any religious belief." But Doug Brown, 
president of the parents' rights group called 
Excellence in Education, said that parents are 
not accusing HBJ of "wrongful intent" but are 
"simply responding to the fact these activities 
and themes are a part of this series." 

People for the American Way charges that 
the efforts by parents to remove Impressions 
amounts to "an absolutely contrived witch 

hunt." The organization claiGJS ihai.lmpressions 
was the most frequently opposed cumculum in 
1990. 

PA \V usually advocates a strict separation of 
church and state when traditional religious 
values are at stake, but PAW opposes any 
efforts to remove In1pressions even though 
parents specifically object to its New Age 
religious practices. 

Teachers in California, where Impressions is 
currently under fire, have engaged in a counter
attack. According to a lawsuit filed by Debbie 
Frazer, a Dixon parent, school board members 
of the Dixon Unified School District met 
secretly to watch a videotape prepared by 
People for the American Way which Frazer's 
lawyer, Timothy Smith, says depicts parents as 
"idiots . " . censors who are religious fanatics 
trying to impose their values on others." The 
board has subsequently voted to retain Im
pressions. 

Ed Foglia, president of the California 
Teachers Association, c<1,lled parental concern 
about Impressions "a well-orchestrated attempt 
by right-wing radicals to preach censorship, 
impose religi.ous beliefs :md undermine the 
public school system in the process." 

Opponents of the reading books feel that, in 
addition to New Age stories and the emphasis 
on the occult in the series, the stories in 
Impressions are overwhelmingly negative and 
violent They concede that there are some 
worthwhile stories in the series, such as those by 
CS. Lewis and Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

Adding to the confusion about Impressions is 
the fact that there are four different versions of 
the curriculum, and some of the editions 
contain more objectionable material than 
others. 

In Wheaton, Illinois, a school board textbook 
committee is currently reviewing the Im
pressions series to see if the content is suitable 
for continued use in the town's elementary 
schools" Parents have agitated for the books' 
removal for several months. Ill 

• s VI 

ti n 
willing individuals willing to teach," Alle:n 
writes, "but as a shortage of people willing Ito 
pursue traditional certification routes." 

Although school-based management has 
been touted by many as a needed reform, Allen 
cautions against it because it could mean the 
further loss of parental rights and accountability, 
She notes that "education groups wholehearted
ly endorse school-based management" 

"A Businessman's Guide to the Education 
Reform Debate" suggests that businessmen 
"should insist on educational choice as a 
condition for their monetary investment in the 
schook" Allen says that "only with business 
mobilized" behind school choice "will edu
cation be reformed!' II 

omeschoolers 
Excel on State 
Achievement Test 

Homeschooled students in Washoe County, 
Nevada scored better on a state achievement· 
test than their public school counterparts, 
according to Tera Forest, president of Northern 
Nevada Home Schoois. She said that the school 
district's data shows that homeschoolers s,cored 
consistently higher on the Stanford Achieve
ment Test than l st through 7th graders in public 
schools in the subjects of reading compre
hension, vocabulary, reading, math compre
hension, math concepts and application, and 
math" 

The biggest difference between home
schoolers and public school students was in the 
vocabulary section of the test. Homeschooled 
4th graders scored in the 80th percentile., while 
public school students were only in the 49th 
percentile. There was also a significant gap 
between the two sets of students in the 2nd 
graders' math scores: where homesclhooled 
students scored in the 70th percentile and 
public school students in the 56th percentile. 

"We were really pleased with the results," 
Forest said. Ill 
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Suicide Education 

We, the undersigned members of the State 
Textbook Committee, not agreeing with the 
other members of the Committee, feel com
pelled to express our views to you. We could 
not in good conscience recommend to you, the 
State Board of Education, the home economics 
textbook entitled Creative Living (Glencoe/ 
McGraw-Hill Educational Division, 4th ed., 
1990) because of the highly inappropriate and 
potentially deadly activities in the Teacher's 
Wraparound Edition. 

The vote was close. One additional vote 
would have prevented the text's recommen
dation. 

Many other texts present information about 
suicide (statistics, warning signs, etc.), but the 
activities in Creative Living go beyond that to 
personalize and dramatize suicide in such a way 
as to cause great concern and caution in light of 
the two studies published in The New England 
Journal of Medicine (Vol. 315, No. 11, Sept. 
11, 1986). We urge you to read these attached 
studies and the marked portions from Creative 
Living, also attached. The correlation is in
escapable and troubling. 

The researchers presumed that the goal of 
programs about suicide and the accompanying 
"educational kits" and "teachers' guides" for 
use in classrooms was to "increase the public's 
awareness and acceptance of the problem of 
suicide by young people in the belief that this 
change in attitude would lead to more open 
discussion and less concealment of suicidal 
thoughts among the young." Instead, researchers 
found that "the results (a significant increase in 
""Y"'""'~ and completed teenage are 
consistent with the un,,m,,c, that some teenage 
suicides are imitative." 

T is 
ducaUonal 

reason to risk a 
'suicide' text 

"Suicides increased as much after general
information or feature stories about suicide as 
after news stories about a particular suicide .... 
The precise nature of the triggering mechanism 
is currently but the evidence is 
consistent with the idea that imitation and 
modeling are involved. . . (T)eenagers are 
more than adults to fashions, 
and imitation." They concluded, "In view of 
these findings, educators . . . may wish to 
consider ways of reducing public exposure to 
stories, both general and specific, about suicide." 

Creative Living asks students to share 
their experiences and feelings about movies, 
television shows, and books dealing with 
suicide, despite the fact that, according to 
researchers, such presentations "may have a 
lethal effect" Students research the topic, write 
a dialogue, develop skits and role plays, and 
discuss and share. See pp. 170-71, attached. 
Again, whereas other books provide students 
with information about suicide, Creative Living 
requires students to personalize and dramatize 
it Based upon the findings reported in The New 
England Journal of Medicine, this type of 
approach is not in the best interest of the 
students. 

Even if there were any doubt, can the Board 
take a chance by approving Creative Living for 
the state-adopted list? There is not an edu-
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cationally compelling reason to run a risk with 
student lives. Suicide is not even included in the 
Home Economics Course of Study. Though the 
Textbook Committee was advised that our 
recommendations pertain only to the student's 
text, for all practical purposes, when we 
recommend a text, the clear implication is that 
we are approving everything we have been sent, 
including the teacher's tex!. The same would be 
true of the State Board. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask you to not 
approve Creative Living for use by Alabama 
students. 

Sex and AIDS 

Contraceptive Failure Rates: 
An Urgency for Accuracy 

We, the undersigned members of the State 
Textbook Committee, urge you, our elected 
representatives on the State Board of Education, 
to not adopt the softbound supplemental AIDS 
and sex education materials: AIDS Education 
(Glencoe/McGraw Hill Educational Division, 
1st ed., 1990); AIDS and Society (Glencoe/ 
McGraw Hill Educational Division, 2nd ed., 
1989); AIDS and Other Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (Scott, Foresman and Co., 1st ed., 
1988); Developing Responsible Relationships 
(Glencoe/McGraw Hill Educational Division, 
1st ed., 1990) and Human Sexuality: A 
Responsible Approach (Scott, Foresman and 
Co., 1st 1988). 

Students are growing up in a radically 
different world today, The number of sexually 
transmitted diseases (STD's) has risen from 
three in the l 950's to a total of 51 the end of 
1989. In addition to AIDS, which at this point 
is 100% fatal, there are a number of cancer-

vu,"~""~ STD's and lifelong infecting STD's 
which are passed on to children at birth. 
Therefore, since lives and health are on the 
truth and accuracy must be the hallmark of any 
AIDS and sex education instruction provided 
by the State of Alabama. 

The major concern with these proposed 
textbooks is that they would give students a 
false sense of security about sex with contra
ceptives. These texts either fail to give the 
failure rates of contraceptives or understate the 
failure rates. 

Students have a right to know what the risks 
are, and it is incumbent upon textbooks that 
celebrate or even imply a "safe sex" message to 
inform students of contraceptive deficiencies so 
they will not be misled to take lethal risks. 

Four of the books discuss various methods of 
contraception but without providing their failure 
rates. The one and only textbook which does, 

gives inaccurate, outdated information. A few 
books do mention that condoms are not 100% 
effective but in a way that appears to be more of 
a disclaimer than a persuasive warning. 

Use of a condom does not guarantee safety 
from unwanted pregnancy. Planned Parent
hood's research - reported in their own 
journal, Family Planning Perspectives -
revealed sobering facts about birth control 
methods in 1989. The chart below identifies the 
percentage of single women experiencing 
contraceptive failure during the first 12 months 
of use. Notice: None of the methods, including 
the condom, were totally reliable. 

The relevant statistic is the high failure rate 
(13.3% and 22.3%) of condoms with the student
age teenager. 

Pregnancy isn't the greatest danger posed by 
condom failure. An AIDS virus is 450 times 
smaller than a sperm. 

Consumer Reports notes that scanning the 
membranes of skin condoms under an electron 
microscope reveals: "layers of fibers crisscrossing 
in various patterns. That latticework endows the 
skins with strength but also makes for an occasion
al pore, sometimes up to 1.5 microns wide. That's 
smaller than a sperm, a white blood cell or even 
some gonorrhea bacteria. But it's more than l 0 
times the size of the AIDS virus, and more than 25 
times the size of the hepatitis-B virus." (Consumer 
Reports, March 1989). 

"To keep AIDS from spreading," states a U.S. 
Department of Education position paper, "a 
condom must work ten times better ( than for birth 
control.) A woman is fertile roughly 36 days a 
year, but someone with AIDS can transmit it 365 
days a year." ("Will 'Safe Sex' Education Ef
fectiveiy Combat AIDS?" (January 22, 1987)). 
Only the female can get pregnant, but the AIDS 
virus (and other STD's) can infect male and 
female. Pregnancy can occur only from semen 
entering the vagina, but the AIDS virus can infect 
other parts of the body through exposure to 
contaminated blood or body fluids even when the 
condom is used correctly. (Ibid). 

Dr. Nicholas Fiumara, director of the Massa
chusetts Department of Public Health, writing in 
the New England Journal of Medicine, warned 
that condoms are "useless" against gonorrhea and 
syphilis: 

"The current epidemic of gonorrhea in the 
United States and in Massachusetts has prompted 
many physicians to ask us about the effectiveness 
of the condom as a prophylactic against the 
disease, The answer to this question is theoretically 
yes, but the effectiveness of the condom is such as 
to make it completely useless as a prophylactic. 

"The condom is effective against gonorrhea 
provided there is no preliminary sex play, the 
condom is intact before use, the condom is put on 

Percentage of Unph:lrnned Pregnancies 
Within the First Year of Contraceptive Use 

Other 
Age Pill Condom Diaphragm Spermicides Methods 
White 
<20 9.3 13.3 12.4 28.8 35.0 34.0 
20-24 5.9 22.5 22.5 24.3 38.7 18.4 
25-34 3.4 12.4 12.5 14.2 28.8 10.7 
35-44 2.2 3.9 12.0 7.3 11.0 16.7 

Nonwhite 
<20 18.1 22.3 35.5 34.l 34.0 61.5 
20-24 11.7 36.3 57.0 28.9 37.6 37.3 
25-34 6.7 20.9 35.8 17.2 27.9 23.0 
35-44 4.5 6.8 34.7 8.9 10.6 34.3 

All 5.6 15.7 18.3 19.l 30.0 19.3 
includes married women as well as single women) 

Failure in the United States: Revised Estimates from the 1982 National Survey of 
Family Growth," Family Planning Perspectives, Volume Number 3, May/June 1989.) 

tate oard 
correctly and the condom is taken off correctly. 
However, the male population has never been 
able to fulfill the very first prerequisite. 

"Even if all these ( fom) conditions are fulfilled, 
a condom incompletely protects against syphilis 
because it protects only the part it covers ... It 
does not cover ... the areas that are bathed with 
the secretion of the female during the sex act 

"In summary, then, its effectiveness makes the 
condom useless as a prophylactic against gonor
rhea, and even under ideal conditions against 
syphilis." ("Effectiveness of Condoms in Prevent
ing V.D.", New England Journal of Medicine 972 
(Oct. 21, 1971). 

Textbooks give 
students a false 
sense of security 
about sex .. 

The condom is not a safe sex choice; failure 
rates make it unreliable and potentially 
dangerous and even fatal. Dr. Harold Gaff, chief 
of epidemiology for the Centers for Disease 
Control, states: "You just can't tell people it's all 
right to do whatever you want so long as you 
wear a condom. It's just too dangerous a disease 
to say that." ("Condoms: Experts Fear False 
SenseofSecurity," NY. Times, Aug.18, 1987). 

Dr. Malcolm Potts, president of Family 
Health International and one of the inventors of 
condoms lubricated with spermicides, admits: 
"We cannot tell people how much protection 
condoms give .... Telling a person who engages 
in high-risk behavior to use a condom is like 
telling someone who is driving drunk to use a 
seat belt" ("Condoms: Experts Fear False Sense 
of Security," NY. Times. Aug. 18, 1987) 

Dr. Victor Cline, professor of psychology at 
the University of Utah, emphasizes that the 
condoms-equals-safe-sex message is offering 
kids a deadly false sense of security: 

"ff kids buy the notion that if they just use 
condoms they will be safe from AIDS or any 
other sexually transmitted disease whenever 
they have sex, they are being seriously misled. 
They should be correctly informed that having 
sex with any partner having the AIDS virus is 
life-threatening, condoms or no condoms. It 
would be analogous to playing Russian roulette 
with two bullets in your six chambers. Using 
condoms removes only one of the bullets. The 
gun still remains deadly with the potential of 
lethal outcome." (Cline, Victor B., "Correlating 
Adolescent and Adult Exposure to Sexually 
Explicit rvfaterial and Sexual Behavior," paper 
presented at National Conference on Human 
Immunodefiency Virus). 

Many physicians are now calling for condom 
advocates to reexamine their position. An inter
esting example shows that proponents of safe 
sex themselves are questioning how safe it is. 
Dr. Theresa Crenshaw, past president of the 
American Association of Sex Educators, 
Counselors and Therapists, and member of the 
Presidential AIDS Commission, recalled the 
way her colleagues responded to a question 
about condom usage: 

"On June 19, 1987,IgavealectureonAIDS 
to 800. sexologists at the World Congress of 
Sexology in Heidelberg. Most of them recom
mended condoms to their clients and students. I 
asked them if they had available the partner of 
their dreams, and knew that person carried the 
virus, would they have sex, depending on a 

(continued on p. 4) 
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condom for protection? No one raised their 
hand. After a long delay, one timid hand 
surfaced from the back of the room. I told them 
that it was irresponsible to give advice to others 
that they would not follow themselves. The 
point is, putting a mere balloon between a 
healthy body and a deadly disease is not safe." 

In a letter to the State Textbook Committee, 
Dr. Wiley Livingston of Bessemer, who is an 
Infectious Disease subspecialist and who re
viewed the proposed supplemental AIDS texts, 
said, "How would you like a layer of plastic not 
even a millimeter thick to be between you and 
one of the deadliest virnses in the Universe?" 
(Another document received by the Committee, 
entitled "Failure Rates of Contraceptives," is 
attached to this report). 

The State Board of Education has never 
before approved sex education textbooks. There 
is already an excellent AIDS education curricu
lum approved by the State Board, after holding 
public hearings around the State to receive 
input from parents and education personnel: 
AIDS Unit of Instruction, Grades 7-12 (Bulletin 
1987, No. 73). (State Board of Education 
resolution of November 12, 1987.) Therefore, 
there is no compelling reason why the State 
Board of Ed11cation must be forced to adopt 
AIDS and sex education textbooks just because 
they were submitted by publishers. 

The AIDS Unit of Instruction, Grades 7-12, 
already adopted for use in Alabama, echoes 
these warnings posted above: "even though 
condoms can provide a protective barrier, they 
can fail also. So, consider the consequences of 
trusting your life to condoms." (Id at 38). 

The use of inaccurate or misleading infor
mation about the failure rates of contraceptives 
could only serve to increase rather than decrease 
promiscuity, with all its resulting problems 
today. The facts are startling enough for truth 
and accuracy, if taught, to deter. 

We, therefore, respectfully urge you to not 
adopt these AIDS and sex education supple
ments for use by the young people of om state. 

Eastern Religious Practices 

We, the undersigned members of the State 
Textbook Committee, urge you to not approve 
the following textbooks which recommend 
Eastern religious practices to students: Health." 
A Wellness Approach (Merrill, 2nd ed. 1991), 
p. 138; Working: Skills for a New Age (Delmar 
Publishers, 1st ed, 1990), p. 404; and Contempo
rary Living(Goodheart-Wilkox, 5th ed.1990), 
pp. 139-140. The books recommend transcen
dental meditation, yoga and visualization for 
would-be student readers. 

The religious nature of these practices is 
recognized in such readily available sources as 
the World Book Encyclopedia: "Transcendental 
Meditation .... was developed in the 1950's by 
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, a Hindu monk from 
J:ndia. He used the word "transcendental" to 
describe the process of reaching a state of "pure 
consciousness," where the mind is not aware of 
anything in particular. ... 

"People practice TM by sitting quietly in a 
comfortable position, They dose their eyes and 
silently repeat their "mantra," a pleasant
sounding v10rd from the Hindu scriptures. 
Teachers of TM select a personal secret mantra 
for each student. , .. 

"The Maharishi claimed that people cannot 
meditate effectively without training from a 
TM teacher and the use of a mantra. . . . (19 
World Book Encyclopedia 371 (1989)). 

"Yoga is ... a school of thought in the Hindu 
religion .... Followers of the yoga school, who 
are called "yogis" or "yogins," use yoga exercise 
to achieve their goal of isolation of the soul 
from the body and mind .. , . 

"According to the yoga school, every human 
being consists of "prakrti" and "purnsha." 
Prakrti includes a person's body, mind and 
"ego" (conscious self). Purnsha is pure, empty 
consciousness - the souL The yoga school 
teaches that the soul is completely separate 
from the rest of a person, but that the person 
does not realize it Human beings suffer because 
they wrongly believe that their soul is bound to 
their and mind. The yoga school, through 
yoga exercise, aims to give people "prajna" 
( understanding) of the meaning of their soul. 
After a person has obtained this understanding, 
his or her soul will gain "moksha" (release) 
from the "samsara" ( cycle of rebirth) in which 
Hindu believe. 

TM, Yoga, 
Visualization, 
and Mantras 

"A yogi, under the guidance of a "guru" 
(teacher), goes through eight stages of training 
on the way to moksha. The yogi learns: (1) 
disciplined behavior ... ; (2) self-purification ... ; 
(3) bodily postures, such as the lotus position .. 
.; (4) control of breathing ... ; (5) control of the 
senses ... ; (6) fixing of the mind on a chosen 
object ... ; and (7) meditation. . . The eighth 
stage ... is a state of concentration on which 
yogis realize that their soul is pure and free." (21 
World Book Encyclopedia 568-69 (1988)). 

One of these books actually comes out and 
says that, "Meditation is a technique used to 
alter the state of consciousness ... " (Health.' A 
Wellness Approach, p. 138). AU of these texts 
have teacher materials that would have the 
teachers guide their students through some of 
these Eastern religious practices: "Practice the 
relaxation response technique. Far-eastern 
philosophies have advocated different forms of 
meditation for hundreds of years. Some devotees 
display total control over their physiological 
systems, which enables them to overcome pain 
and other stressors. e Practice the progressive 
relaxation technique. Select a student with a 
quiet, pleasant voice to talk the class through a 
session of progressive relaxation. Start from the 
head and progress through the muscle groups 
dovvn to the toes. 111 Practice autogenic training. 
The students can use a variety of methods to 
increase muscle relaxation including deep 
breathing, self-talk, and imagery." Health: A 
Wellness Approach Teacher Ed., p. 138. 
"Learning to Relax ... Students are to Uy the 
relaxation techniques discussed in the text and 
to report on the effectiveness of each." Con
temporary Living (Teacher's Resource Guide), 
p. l 04. "Encourage students to try this technique 
(meditation) for several days. Have them 
describe any feelings that they notice." Work
ing: Skills for a New Age (Teacher's Guide), p. 
TG-61. 

The State Textbook Committee heard testi
mony from a cult expert who identified the 
religious nature of these practices in these 
textbooks. He provided us a letter from an 
Alabama doctor who warns of the danger of 
children using these techniques and warned that 
these techniques "may disrupt their involvement 
in their own family and/ or religious value 
system" (letter attached). This would run 
counter to the "parental right to structure the 
education and religious behefs of one's children" 
recently recognized by the Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Arnold v. Board of 
Education of Escambia County, Alabama, 880 
F.2d 305,313 (11th Cir, 1989). We received a 

letter from a legal organization advising of their 
intent to file suit if these textbooks were to be 
adopted. Transcendental meditation has 
been held to be religious and removed from 
schools in New Jersey over ten years ago. 
Malnak v. 592 F.2d 197 (3rd Cir. 1979), 

of these texts invite 
.... ,,.,.""·~·, in which the State of Alabama would 
appear likely to lose based on this previous 
ruling. 

By teaching Eastern religious practices, these 
texts violate the establishment clause of the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. By 
asking untrained students or teachers to lead 
students into altered states of consciousness, 
these texts would violate professional ethical 
standards. 

Therefore, we respectfully urge you to not 
approve these three textbooks for use in the 
public schools of our State. 

Homosexuality 

We, the undersigned members of the State 
Textbook Committee, urge you, our elected 
representatives on the State Board of Education, 
to not approve the home economics textbook 
Married and Single Life (Glencoe/McGraw 
Hill Educational Division, 4th ed., 1988) 
because of its grossly misleading presentation of 
homosexuality. 

A previous edition of this textbook was 
rejected by the State Textbook Committee the 
last time it was proposed for adoption. One 
more vote against this textbook this year would 
have rejected it again for use by our public 
school students. 

The book tries to present homosexuality in a 
favorable light by using misleading statements. 
Students are told that, "Homosexuals differ 
little from anyone else, except for their sexual 
preferences." (p. 83). Such a claim could only 
apply to the l % of all homosexuals who say 
they have only one to four different sexual 
partners in their lifetimes, as opposed to the 43% 
who say they have 500 or more, or the 30% who 
say they have more than 1,000. A. Bell and M. 
Weinberg, Homosexualities: A Study of Di
versity Among Men and Women (NY: Simon & 
Schuster 1978). The promiscuous lifestyle that 
goes with homosexuality differs vastly from that 
of heterosexuals (prostitutes excluded). 

The text would even present homosexuals as 
"law-abiding citizens" (p. 84), when sodomy is 
still against the law in A1abama. Code of 
Alabama 1975, sections BA-6-63, 64 and 65 
(a) (3), attached, The U.S. Supreme Court 
recently held that such criminal laws are 
constitutional. Bowers v. Hardwick, 478 U.S. 
186, l 06 S. Ct. 2841 ( 1986). 

'.!Vhile we should teach compassion towards 
those struggling with homosexuality, the public 
schools of our State have no business using a 
textbook that would present criminal behavior 
as merely a variant but acceptable lifestyle. 

We urge you not to approve Married and 
Single Life for use by young students during 
that awkward and confusing stage of puberty 
and adolescence. Ill 

Cl1oice Hotline 
The Department of Education has created 

a Center for Choice in Education to distribute 
information and resources on school choice. 
For information about school choice, call 
the center's hotline, 800-442-PICK, or write 
to the Center for Choice in Education, 
Room 3077, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, 
Washington, D.C 20002. 

Book of th.e IVIonth 

Children at Risk by Dr. James Dobson and 
Gary L. Bauer, (Dallas: Word Publishing, 
1990,) 

In an article last spring, columnist Pat 
Buchanan charged that the battle over funding 
for the National Endowment for the Arts was 
merely the opening salvo of a "Kulturkampf," 
or war over values. This book has a similar 
premise - that we are facing a "civil 'Nar" over 
what moral direction the nation should follow. 
Children at Risk, written by pro-family leader 
Dr. Jarnes Dobson and Family Research 
Council president Gary Bauer, extensively 
documents the changes in societal mores over 
the last 30 years, especially those changes 
wrought by the Sexual Revolution. 

The authors charge that abortion, homo
sexuality, and infidelity are just a few symptoms 
of a growing amorality in American society. 
Even though religious people have been active 
in this nation's founding and growth since the 
very beginning, they are now told that they 
should stay out of politics because they should 
not "impose their values on others." Yet 
hundreds of leftwing groups such as People for 
the American Way, the ACLU, and Planned 
Parenthood not only impose their values on 
others but receive praise from the media for 
supposedly standing up for civil liberties. This 
book points out that, when radical gay activist5 
protested during a Mass at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, there was almost no media coverage, 
and the ACLU had nothing to say about this 
clear violation of religious liberty, because 
supporting the Catholic Church is "politically 
incorrect." 

The book suggests that the main reason why 
pro-family activists often have little success in 
the political arena is that "the other side earns a 
living by winning these battles, while we are 
merely motivated by ideology. . . . Their 
livelihood depends on personal involvement in 
government." As the book explains, Planned 
Parenthood will never be successful at stopping 
teen pregnancy because the organization makes 
too much money off promiscuity to ever want 
to really stop teens from engaging in premarital 
sex. If Planned Parenthood were successful, it 
would have to go out of business. 

Dobson and Bauer suggest a five-point plan 
of action for citizens to follow in order to help 
America regain its values: people need to get 
personally involved, elect Congressman who 
are sympathetic to pro-family causes, lower the 
tax burden on families, lobby for choice in 
education, and teach their children not only 
about values but about the many dangers facing 
them. The authors say that Americans need to 
wake up and start fighting to protect the values 
they hold dear. 

Children at Risk offers a good overview of 
what the nation's "second civil war," the war 
over values, is all about. Ill 


