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Students who are AIDS carriers may not be outside the normal classroom. (See full text of
allowed to attend public schools in Belleville, Bellevillepolicy below.)
Illinois following the recent passage of a district
ACLU challenges school district
policy regarding chronic communicable disThe American Civil Liberties Union has
eases. The policy, which was approved last July challenged the legality of the Belleville policy,
and reaffirmed by school officials in August, and a court date is scheduled for early
gives the district Superintendent the authority November.
to require a student to submit to a blood test at
Passage of the strict Belleville policy is
school district expense or face expulsion from directly in step with the recent action of the
school.
Illinois Legislature. Illinois legislators and GovThe Belleville policy also provides that, if the ernor Jim Thompson approved a comprehenstudent tests positive for a chronic communi- sive AIDS package in September to protect the
cable disease, an individualized education plan general public welfare from the growing AIDS
developed for that student to take place threat.
Belleville Public School District #118

""

School-based
pro-family policy for sex educa'Sex Clinic' tionThewasfollowing
published by the Wisconsin Depart-
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ment for Public Instruction in the Guide to Curriculum Planning for Health Education, Bulletin
Noa 6102 in 1985. It has since been reprinteda
Instruction about Human Sexuality:
One of the most sensitive topics which
school districts must consider when designing
their comprehensive heal.th education programs
is instruction about human sexuality. The
position taken by the [Wisconsin] Department
of Public Instruction is that theprimary respon-

sibilityfor educationaboutsexualityos one area
of total human growth and development rests
with the parents, guardians, or other persons
its findings to the Board of Education, which, as soon as possible, shall responsiblefor minor-agedchildren.However,
meet in executive session to review the findings of the Placement the school certainly has an opportunity to

Policy Regarding Stm:1.entsWith Chronic Communicable Diseases
Evaluation Committee. The Board ofEducation shall then determine the
I. Hoard Policy
appropriate placement for the student. The student's parents or
H is the policy of the Board of Education to provide a safe learning guardians shall be notified by certified mail of the time and place of the
environment for its students and to provide a free, appropriate education meeting, and the purpose of the meeting, and that they will be afforded
for each hf its students.
an opportunity to be heard before the Board of Education. In selecting
n. P!iJlcement Procedures
the appropriate placement for the student, the Board of Education shall,
informed that a student has, or is reasonably believed to among other factors consider the following:
chronic communicable disease, an employee of the school district
A The risk of transmission of the disease to
must i;Jionn the Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee
B. The health risk to the particular student;
C. Reasonable accommodations which can be made 'without undue
even/. thai Gu: Superinteude1,t vI lhe
.
_
to reduce the health
to the student and
opinion that the situation warrants temporary exclusion, the
D. The resources available to the School District.
tr:,endent or the Superintendent's designee shall iminediate:ly
The decision of the Board of Education shall immediately be sent via
,he student's parents or guardians, by certified mail and by certified mail to the parents or guardians of the student. m addition, the
that the student will be temporarily excluded from the Superintendent, building principal, and teacher shallbe notified immediately.
d1::2sr8ompending a determination as to placement, and that among the
Vl Individualized Education Plan
options being considered are placement in the classroom
In the event that a decision is made to place the student in an education
or an alternative education outside the normal classroom. The environment other than the normal classroom, an Individualized EducaSuperintendent shall then convene a Placement Evaluation Cornmittee, tion Plan will be developed in accordance with the procedures employed
which shall consist of the Superintendent, a physician designated by the by this district :in developing an Individualized Education Plan for
district, the school district psychologist, the school district nurse, handicapped children or children needing special education, except that
of the school or schools in which the student would be any appeal procedures stated therein, to the extent that they conflict with
the teacher who would be primarily responsible for teaching the the terms of this Policy, need not apply.
the President of the Board of Education, and the school district's
VU. Subsequent Evaluation
altomey, and such other persons as the Board President may designate.
The condition [of] the student shall be monitored on a monthly basis
The Secretary of the Board of Education shall be present at meetings of by the school district nurse to determine whether the student's placement
the Placement Evaluation Committee to take and prepare minutes.
continues to be appropriate. In addition, the Placement Evaluation
m..Medical Examination
Committee shall regularly re-evaluate the student. In no event shall the
The Superintendent may require the student to submit to a physical student be re-evaluated by the Placement Evaluation Committee less
examination, including a blood test, where appropriate, conducted by a frequently than once every twelve months. The Placement Evaluation
selected by the district, at school district expense. In the event Committee shall immediately report its findings to the Board of
a student rrfuses to submit to such an examination, that student may Education, which shall determine if a change in placement is necessary.
be excluded pending a medical examination and submission of the In the event of an emergency, however, the Superintendent shall have the
results of said medical examination, including a blood test, where right to take appropriate action, which shall be reviewed by the Board of
appropriate, to the Placement Evaluation Committee. The Superinten- Education as soon as possible.
dent shall have the discretion to accept written findings of a qualified
v:m.Confidentiality
medical doctor, including the results of a blood test, where appropriate,
The student's medical condition shall be disclosed only to the extent
in lieu of requiring the aforementioned medical examinationa
necessary to minimize the health risks to the student and others. Only
IV .. Placement Evaluation.
those persons deemed to have a direct need to know this information will
The Placement Evaluation Committee shall then conduct an evalua- be so informed, and these persons shall not further disclose such
tion of the student's medical condition, including the student's physical, information. The Board of Education shall determine who shall be so
and emotional condition. The Committee shall also inquire into informeda In no event shall the name of the student appear in any
the student's prior conduct to determine if the student has a history of minutes of any meeting which are accessible to the public and in no event
behavior which may present a risk as well as any other factors which the shall the name of the student be referred to in any public meeting of the
Committee considers relevant The parents or guardians of the student Board of Educationa
shall be given an opportunity to be heard before the Placement
IX. Notification to Parents
Evaluation Committee, and shall be given written notice of the tirr1eand
The Board of Education recognizes that parents and guardians of its
pla(:e at which they wiU be heard. The Committee shall also inquire into students have a real and legitimate concern regarding the welfare of its
the placement options available to the school district, and the resources students. For that reason, in the event that a student with a chronic
a vailabk to the district. The President of the Board of Education, or communicable disease is admitted to the classroom, parents and
desi1mee,shall chair each meeting of the Placement Evaluation Commit- '"~•~w,m•w of students attending classes in the same building will be
meeti.ngs of the Placement Evaluation Committee shall be held in notified that a student with a chronic communicable disease is attending
eY~ecutive
session.
school in that building. However, no other identifying information
V, Pfac:ement Decision
regarding that student shall be so released.
The Placement Evaluation Committee shall issue a written report of Approved July 21, 1987 and Reaffirmed August 18. 1987

supplement and complement those standards
and programs established at home and within
the community.
Ultimately, the decision as to whether or not
an instructional program about human sexuality is to be introduced into the schools is a
matter for the school board to determine at the
local district levet The D PI makes the following
recommendations to school boards considering
such programs.
"" Student participationin instruction about
human sexuality should be voluntary and
subjectto parental consent
® Local school boards must seek community
support from parents, guardians, clergy, physicians, other health professionals,and interested
citizens to define the role of the community's
schools in providing instruction about human
sexuality a
@ A major goal of the school program should
be to give youth the opportunity to understand
and appreciate the value of family lifea
~ Teachers assigned the responsibilityfor
including instruction about human sexuality
must
-- have the interest, motivation, preparation,
and confidence necessary to provide meaningful
instruction to students;
-- have earned the trust and confidence of the
school administration, parents, and the students
whom they will instruct;
-- be extremely careful in the selection and
use of supplementary resources that support the
basic instructional program;
-- establish realistic limits concerning the
scope of the instructional program;
-- protect and respect student and family
privacy in all class activities and assignments;
-- preview audio-visual and print materials
with an advisory group before using them with
students.
In addition to the above it is recommended
that school districts make every effort to assure
that any program which includes the study of
human sexuality emphasize the strengthening
of thefamily unit. Also, such a program should
focus on the need for positive interpersonal
relationships within the family and promote the
concept that adults must recognize and assume
their responsibilities for rearing children.

(Emphasis in the original)
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Top ReaganAideDefendsTraditionalFamily
The Honorable Gary Bauer, Chief Domestic
Policy Advisor to the President, delivered the
following address on the impact and importance
The highly contnnrersial f:ilmfor schools
in our society to the annual
the
ent!Oed Sex, Drugs, & Aids drew reLeadership Conference of Eagle Forum,
newed attention fast month when it was
...By any reasonable measurement, the first
shown twke daily at a pom theater mill 6½ years of the Reagan Presidency has been a
New Jersey. The 18-minute "safe sex"
dramatic success built upon principles and ideas
video featuring Rae Dawn Chong played
generated and supported· by individuals like
between X-rated films at the Adult Theater
yourselveL
on Black Horse Pike in Mount Ephraim.
As we've begun to rein in Federal spending,
The porn house showings drew objections
we've been able to bring taxes down and
from ODN, the film's New York-based
subdue the monster of inflation. The result:
production company, according to a report
what our European allies have called the
in Variety (9-2-87). ODN requested the
"American Miracle," the creation of over 13
theater to discontinue the showings because
million new jobs in an economic expansion that
the company is concerned that schools and
may well be the longest in peacetime history.
libraries could be dissuaded from buying
The engine of job creation is keeping up its
the tape if it is linked to a porn theater.
pace, creating thousands of new jobs each
ODN Marketing Director Monica Wolfmonth. Median family income in America is
son noted that the New Jersey Department
rising, employment is holding at historic highs,
of Health uses the film for AIDS education,
and America's poor are climbing out of poverty.
(See May 1987 Education Reporter for
In education there is a rebirth of sorts taking
news analysis of the film "Sex, Drugs &
place. Higher standards, a return to or at least an
AIDS.")
acknowledgement of basics, in some schools a
new emphasis on values, and a greater leverage
A Who's Who poll of outstanding high
given to parental concerns. In foreign policy,
school students fouild that the nation's
there has been a new asser1iveness, no nation
top teens are saying "no" to sex and
has fallen to Soviet expansionism on our watch
drngs, Among the nearly 2,000 high
and one Communist insurgency in Grenada has
school juniors and seniors surveyed by
been put down. In the area of defense, the
Who's Who Among American Students,
President has given the country a dramatic new
95 percent said they had never tried
vision not built on the threat of mutual destruccocaine or LSD, 82 percent said 1heynever
but rather on a Strategic Defense Initiative
tried marijuana, and 73 percent said they
that can free us from that fear foreveL
had never had sexual intei-courseo As
AH of these things, of course, have been
reported in the Chicago flun Times (9-15pushed off center stage by the events of the last
87), students also said they want higher
year. Our adversaries jn . Congress and the
professional standards for teachers and
liberal establishment, frustrated by six years of
would like to see annual evaluations of
conservative achievement, now perceive an
their performance.
opportunity not only to cripple the President for
the last 16 months, but to rewrite the history of
Funeral home directors in Indiana wm the past six years as one of failure.
assist schools and teachers with death
So let our recent adversity make our resolve
and suicide education as part of a new
stronger in the tough months ahead to win the
statewide program. As reported in the
hearts and minds of the American people and to
Monticello Herald Journal nearly 200
reaffirm in our own thoughts and writings our
funeral directors are listed in a new direcmost basic tenets.
tory distributed to 2,000 state public
Let me suggest what those tenets are. ,
schools. The directors are willing to assist
In a recent "Essay on Our Times", one writer
teachers who find it difficult to explain
gave his definition of a cultural conservative as
death to students, according to Rosalie
someone "who believes that there is a necessary,
Lynch, executive director of the Indiana
unbreakable, and causal relationship between
Funeral Director Association. "They are
traditional Western, Judeo-Christian values,
death experts before, during, and after"
definitions of right and wrong, ways of thinking
said the Association directoL
and ways of living - the parameters of
Western culture - and the secular success of
Latch.key children topped the list of
Western societies: their prosperity, their libercauses of 1'ltudents' difficulties in school
ties, and the opportunities they offer their
in a recent poll of the nation's teachers" The
citizens to lead fulfilling, rewarding lives. If the
Lou Harris survey, sponsored by Metroformer are abandoned, the latter will be lost"
politan Life Insurance Company, asked
Now this is not a new idea. In the early days
teachers to rank seven possible causes of
of our nation, personal morality was understood
students' difficulties. As reported by the
to be the foundation of a healthy society.
Associated Press (9-3-87), 51 percent of
Jefferson, as well as others, believed that only a
teachers first picked "children who are left
virtuous people could be free, and this guiding
on their own after school." Other causes of
principle drove public policy. In the 60s and
difficulties cited by the teachers included
70s, however, this widely shared view was
single parenting, "boring curricula", povattacked, debunked and finally rejected by
erty, and families where both parents work
many especially in the intellectual community.
full-time.
The President, in contrast, restated in his
1980 and 1984 campaigns that values do
rnatter - that character is important; and I
Education Repm'ier (ISSN 0887-0608) is pubbelieve
there is a new awareness among the
lished monthly by Eagle Forum Education &
Legal Defense Fund with editorial offices at
American people of this basic truth. It is as
Box 618, Alton, Illinois 62002, (618) 462simple as this: private choices have public
5415. Editor: Catherine Sutherland. The views
effects. There is no such thing as private drug
expressed in !his newsletter are those of the
persons quoted and should not be attributed to
abuse. The abandonment of spouse and children
Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund.
hurts far beyond the home in question. IllegitiAnnual subscription
is $25. Donors of
macy exacts a price from society as well as from
$25 per year or more will receive it free. Backissues aJJailablefor $2.50, Application to mail at
the individual involved. Child pornography
Second Class rates is pending at Alton, Illinois.
and obscenity degrade the community, espe-

Domestic PolicJ'Advisor Gary Bauer
cially its women and children, as well as those
who patronize it The casual disregard of
human life ultimately imperils all those who are
weak, infirm and dependent upon the compassion and resources of others. It simply is not true
that what we do is our business only. For in the
final analysis, the kind of people we are - the
kind of nation we will be for generations hence
- is the sum of what millions of Americans do
in their otherwise private lives.
Take a look at just one area ofprivate choice
-personal relationships. Consider the "anything goes" lifestyles of the last 25 years. Was it
really just a matter of private choice that has
ravaged the country with an epidemic of
sexually transmitted diseases, many of them
new and virulent? Is it a private matter that
results in staggering medical bills distributed
among consumers through higher insurance
premiums and among taxpayers through taxes
to support medical research and health care?
Who is hardest hit by these costs? In this as in
so many other cases, the American family pays
- even when it stands apart from the pathologies that inflict such costs, economic and social,
upon the body politic.
It is the answer to this question that leads me
to the second tenet that we should reaffirm
-that the American family is the bedrock of
our nation. Let's always remind the public and
ourselves that it is our philosophy that stands
with and offers the most to the American
family. The family has paid too much. It has lost
too much of its authority to courts and rulewriters, too much of its voice in education and
social policy, too much of its resources to public
officials at all levels" We have made dramatic
progress, during the past six years of economic
reform, in turning back those resources to the
men and women who earn them through labor,
invention, and investment Just four weeks ago
the President issued an executive order on the
family. Frnm now on every Washington bureaucrat will be required to consider the impact
on the family before starting any new programs
or issuing regulations"
It is time to reaffirm some "home truths" and
to restate the obvious. Intact families are good.
Families who choose to have children are
making a desirable decision. Mothers and
fathers who then decide to spend a good deal of
time raising those children themselves, rather
than leaving it to others, are
doing a good thing for those children" Countless
Americans do these things every day. They ask
no special favors do these things
naturally out oflove,
and a commitment
to the future. They are
bedrock of our
society. Public policy and the culture in general
must support and reaffirm these decisions -not
undermine and be hostile to them or send a
message that we are neutral.
The left of American politics is busily fashioning a family agenda. It includes federal day care,

guaranteed parental leave, more governmental
intervention into the family in the name of
protecting it AH this has been tried elsewhere
and failed. It must be avoided here.
There is great reason for hope. No trend is
irreversible. Most of America's families are
pulling through. Most families endure,
For most Americans, life is not a matter of
legislative battles,judicial decrees, and executive
decisions. It is a fabric of helping hands and
good neighbors, bedtime stories and shared
prayers, lovingly packed lunch boxes and household budget-balancing, tears wiped away, a
precious heritage passed along.
No government commands these things. No
government can replicate them. In a culture
that emphasizes living for the moment and
oneself, these things affirm an older, and more
lasting, set of priorities.
This fabric of family life has been frayed by
the abrasive experiments of two liberal decades,
ff by some terrible turn of events, it were to
unravel, then both economic progress and
personal liberty would disappear as well. Neither prosperity nor freedom can be sustained
without a transfusion, from generation to generation, of family values: respect and discipline,
~~

the Am rica
famU is the
bedrock of
our nation"
iUU

restraint and self-sacrifice, loyalty and fideHty,
and an ethical code that gives to individuals,
however lowly, a transcendent import
·· ·
The idols of our recent past were those who
defied norms and shattered standards, and
indeed there is always a place for "rebels." But in
a healthy society, heroes are the women and
men who hold the world together one home at a
time: the parents and grandparents who forgo
pleasures, delay purchases, foreclose options,
and commit most of their lives to the noblest
undertaking of citizenship: raising children who,
resting on the shoulders of the previous generation, will see farther than we and reach higher.
This is social responsibility at its best And it
ought to be central to the vision we offer to the
American people.
In conclusion, there is a final ·theme that
should guide us through the months ahead. The
world is divided between free nations and
totalitarians. I am convinced that it will not that it cannot - remain divided foreveL Either
freedom will, like a prairie fire, spread across
the globe or those who believe the individual is
the slave of the State will prevail. In this twilight
struggle many Americans remain confused and
divided. The great oceans that protected us in
our infancy have created an isolationism that
even today leads us to turn away from the
troubles of the world. As ~~,e,M~Hn
the
message we bring will not always be welcomed,
but bring it we must Any man, whether in
Angola, Afghanistan, or Nicaragua, who loses
his liberty subtracts from our OWilo As long as
tyrants possess weapons and a will to conquer,
we must devote a significant part of our
national resources to build the arms to defend
ourselves. This we must do, and convince our
children to support, if we are to continue to reap
the benefits of freedom and introduce its
wonders to struggling men and women around
the globe.
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FOCUS: A Look at the Real Results of School 'Sex' Clinics
The school-based clinic push is still another

The followingschools h11ve"sex clinics"financed

For more than 20 yearn, proponents of early from 57 federal agencies. The plan is to use the step in a growing movement to transform

with grants in excess of $100,000 each by the
Robe~! Wood Johnson Fomufatio!ll. The name of
the conduit for the funds is given in parenthesis.
Taft High School, Bronx, New York (Bronx-Lebanon Hospital Center, 212/588-7000, Constance
Garcia)
Snyder High School and Dickinson High School,
Jersey City, New Jersey (Jersey City Medical Center,
201/434-4731, 201/915-2000, Joanne Lukomnik,
_M.D.)
Barringer High School, Newark, New Jersey (University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, New
Jersey Medical School, 201/456-5277, Robert Johnson, M.D.)
Northside High School, Memphis, Tennessee (Memphis and Shelby County Health Department, 90 l / 57 67582, Hugh Barnes, M.PR)
Jordan High School, Los Angeles, California (City
of Los Angeles Board of Education, 818/904-2020,
Maria Reza)
Far Rockaway High School, Manhasset, Long
Island, New York (North Shore University Hospital,
516/562-4418, Stanford Friedman, M.D.)
Gillespie High School, Greensboro, North Carolina
(Guilford County Department of Public Health, 919 /
333-6687, Jane Foy, M.D.)
Istrouma High School and Westdale Middle School,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana (Louisiana State University
Medical Center, 504/358-1063, Gary Peck, M.D.)
Overfelt High School and San Jose High School,
Santa Clara, California (Visiting Nurse Association
and San Jose Hospital, 408/280-1566, Georgiana
Coray)
Morris High School, Bronx, New York (New York
Medical College, 914/285-7697, Steven Tames, M.D.)
Harding High School, St Paul, Minnesota (HealthStart, Inc., 612/221-8876, K.C. Spensley)
Southwest High School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
(Minneapolis Public Schools, 612/ 627-3081, Keith
A. Kromer, Ph.D.)
East High School and Lincoln High School, Denver,
Colorado (University of Colorado Health Sciences
Center, 303/861-6131, David W. Kaplan, M.D.,
M.P.H.)
Ensley High School, Birmingham, Alabama (Alabama State Board of Health and Jefferson County
Department of Health, 205/933-9110, Deborah C.
Bailey, R.N., M.S.N.)
Los Angeles High School and San Fernando Valley
High School, Los Angeles, California (City of Los Angeles Board of Education, 818/904-2020, Maria Reza)
Northern High School and Northwestern High
School, Detroit, Michigan (New Detroit, Inc., 313/
745-5406, Paul T. Giblin, Ph.D.)
George Washington Carver Middle/Senior High
School, New Orleans, Louisiana (Orleans Parish
School Board, project co-sponsored by New Orleans
Health Department, 504/286-2847, 504/586-4665,
Theresa Nash, R.N., M.S.N.)

by Elaine Middendorf
sex education have prevailed in American
public schools. Sex education has been part of
the curriculum in many public ~u,,vv,,0. reaching down to the kindergarten level and extending to the 12th grade in some schools.
These classes are not what some parents
remember from their school days as simple
biology instruction, but are graphic, almost
pornographic, "how-to" courses that show
little regard for modesty or religious beliefs.
Dr. Melvin Anchell, respected Los Angeles
psychiatrist, believes that "the typical sex education courses are almost perfect recipes for
producing personal problems and even perversions later in life." Notably lacking in most of
these sex ed courses . are warnings about
possible effects of premature sex - sterility,
venereal disease (20 varieties,some incurnble ),
cervical cancer and the related medical sideeffects of birth control usage.
What have been the results of this long-term
intensive instruction in sexual matters? In its
1985 Report on Teen Pregnancy, the U.S.
House Select Committee on Children, Youth
and Families found that "despite sex education
and contraceptive distribution programs, there
has been no change in the percentage of
sexually active teens who become pregnant,
but there has been a huge increase in the
percentage of teens who are sexually active
-a 67 percent increase. And this increase in
sexual activity has led to a proportionate
increase in pregnancies to unmarried teens."
Despite the dismal failure of their programs,
the pro-contraceptive professionals insist that
adolescents do not have enough access to birth
control and contraception and that more comprehensive programs are needed. Hence at a
1985 meeting in Chicago, the movers and
shakers in the education, social services and
healthJields launched a nationwide effort to
establish school-based clinics throughout the
country. Their rationale is that it is easier to
give children pills and devices than to teach
them respect for sex and marriage.
The Chicago conference outlined the natjonwide plan to establish contraceptive-dispensing "health" clinics on school premises
with money from big foundations, then load
the costs onto the backs of taxpayers. The

ov't

conferees were told that funds could come
poor (usually in ghetto neighborhoods) as
guinea pigs for this social experiment and then
impose it on all public schools.
The "health" or "wellness" aspect is stressed
a broad range of services such as
nutrition, immunizations, diagnostic screening,
athletic physicals, etc., vviththe family-planning
component downplayed, thus hopefully avoid

public schools into social welfare agencies that
provide services that interfere with academic
pursuits. Ifs incredible that school boards
would want to add another responsibility to an
overloaded education system that seems unwilling or unable to equip young people with
basic education.
Interestingly, school law and regulations are

e can teach ......
that chastity is
the positive and
healthy alternative
ing local controversy. But a shocking article,
"The Pin Goes To School," in the Chicago
Sun-Times broke the news to area residents
that a school-based clinic at DuSable Public
High School was dispensing contraceptives to
students. Black parents were in an uproar and
filed suit charging that the clinic violates
students' rights to privacy, religion and parental-pastoral guidance.
The clinic cartel's idea of "responsible sex"
seems to be one of enjoying promiscuity
without guilt and without having a baby. And
it promotes promiscuity by giving minors ( or
prescribing for them) the devices or medication
to facilitate engaging in sex, which i.sillegal for
children, rationalizing that teen sex is normal,
exj)ected behavioL Clinic personnel also engage in all sorts of privacy-invading techniques
and interrogations, but they are protected by
federal and state laws, which entitle teens to
confidentialfamily planning services.
Once a parent gives consent for the inschool clinics to provide any health service, all
student visits thereafter are confidential. Many
parents are unaware of the extent of state
power and the negation of their parental rights.
And it is obviously not the parents leading the
charge for school-based clinics. The pressure,
research, funding and personnel come from
those with a vested interest in family planning
and abortions.

avoided by having outside agencies operate the
clinics. When these clinics are on school property, however, the school district is open to
awesome legal liability for personal injury. By
allowing the clinic on its premises, the school
puts its stamp of approval on children acting in
a self-indulgent and sinful manner.
The problem with teens is promiscuity,and
pregnancy is only one of the consequences of
that problem, It is strange that those who are
alanned about children having children aren't
equally alarmed about children having sex.
Public opposition is building rapidly as the real
goals of the clinics are made known. In Missouri,
community opposition was a big factor in state
denial of funding for several sites.Clinics have
also been rejected in Miami, Washington, San
Diego, and Poughskeepie,N.Y.
The answer is not school-based clinics; the
answer lies in believing that teen-agers can be
taught to abstain from premarital sex and are
capable of self-discipline. We can teach them
by instruction and example that chastity is the
positive and healthy alternative to the contraceptive mentality. We must do so for our
children's physical, mental and spiritual health.

Elaine Middendorf of St Louis, Missouri is
a member of the Coalition for Youth and
Families, composed of organizationsand individualsopposedto the establishmentof schoolbased clinics in Missouri.

eport: ducational

ooted in Teaching Process

In Life on theMississipp' Mr. Bixby advises
young Sam Clemens, "My boy, you've got to
know the shape of the river perfectly. H'1i all
there is to steer by on a very dark nitght

half-century, and more than two-thirds cannot
identify the Reformation or the Magna Carta.
The NEH study entitled American Memory
was ordered by Congress in 1985, and the
resulting 29-page report is largely based upon
Everythm.g else is blotted out and gone."
the collaborative advice and experience of two
The recently-released National Endowment
panels of college, high school, and elementary
for the Humanities report on the state of huschool instructors from diverse backgrounds.
manities education in the nation"s schools comAmerican Memory highlights numerous
pares navigating the steamboat with a funother deficiencies and difficulties in history and
damental problem in American education today.
"During the months of researching and
literature curricula, including:
~ "In the basal readers most widely used
writing this report," stated NEH Chairman
Cheney,, "I thought often of the river
now, l Opercent or less of the content is classic
children's literature."
words. The idea I encountered re@ "Broad terms like 'social studies' make it
,_N,~W~••.1 that the purpose of education is to
teach students how to think rather than impardifficult to raise standards concerned with
content For years courses in everything from
ting knowledge to them - is the equivalent of
driver education to 'values clarification' have
teaching them how to steer the steamboat
been making their ,way into curricula under the
without giving them any notion of the river."
social studies umbrella."
In other words, the educational "culprit" is
@ "The idea of being transmitters of culture is
the educational "process" states the NEH report,
difficult
for today's humanities teachers to hold
"the belief that we can teach our children how
NEH ChairmanLynne Cheney
in mind. They are besieged by educational
to think without troubling them to learn anything worth thinking about ..."
a 1987 NEH survey of 8,000 17-year-old stu- theorists, administrators, and bureaucrats, all
The fact that schools are not teaching "any- dents. More than two-thirds of the students are determined that daily classroom activities take
thing worth thinking about" was documented by unable to locate the Civil War within the correct another direction."
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The NEH report also contains recommendations for improving students' knowledge of
history and literature, Those recommendations
include:
® "Much that is in school curricula now
under the guise 'social studies' should be
discarded and replaced with systematic studies
of history."
Iii "Reading textbooks should contain more
recognizably good literature and less formulaic
writing!'
® "School districts should invest less in
curriculum supervisors, instructional overseers,
and other mid-level administrators and more in
para-professionals and aids who can relieve
teachers of time-consuming custodial and secwtarial duties. This will help accomplish two
important goals: it will give teachers time to
study and think; and it will put them, rather
than outside education specialists, in charge of
what goes on in the classroom."
Free copies of the NEH report can be
obtained by writing American Memory, National Endowment for the Humanities, Room
409, ll00 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20506.
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For the second consecutiveyear, parents in

p r

ts

An Excerpt of the K-12 InstructionalMateri-

During the 1986-87 school year, concerned paren,s and citiz2ns in Sequim, Washington
worked successfully with school officials to ensure local enforcement of the Federal Pupil
Protection (or Hatch) Amendment which protects pupil and fami◊i privacy.
The Sequim School Board passed a local pupil protection policy in April (see May 1987
Education Reporter), and parents received the following letterfrom lhe district superintendent
outlining and explaining the new policy at the beginning of the current school year.

the
New Jersey Public School District als list sent to parents.
received a letter
informing them in detail
Grade !2:
about the Family Life Education curriculumfor Bask Textbook: Understanding Your Sexugrades K-12, and (2) giving parents the option ality, Personal Adjustment, Marriage and
of removing their childrenfrom portions of the Family Living

Sequim School District
503 N. Sequim Avenue
Sequim, WA 98382

course which they may find objectionable.The
following is the text of that letter and a portion Supplemental Materials: Psychology Textof the detailed curriculum and course material book, Sociology Textbook, Biology Textbook
list sent to the parents.

September, 1987

Dear Parents,
Last year the Sequim School Board adopted a policy which embraced a section of Federal law
known as the "Hatch Amendment." This amendment is included in Public Law 93-380, Section
514 of Federal statute and was enacted through rules in 1984. The law deals with certain types of
instruction, testing and evaluation procedures in programs funded by the Federal government. It
restricts the use of certain practices without the prior consent of the parent. A summary of those
restrictions is provided below for your information. It is impractical to include all details of the law
in a letter such as this; so, if you have any questions please contact the building principal or the
superintendent's office.

Simply stated, the Hatch Amendment includes two concepts. First, when children are placed in

federallyfunded programs which are designed to explore "new or unproven" teaching techniques,
all instructional materials must be made available for parental inspection. Second, students in

federal programs shall not be required to submit to "psychological tests or treatments" if the
primary purpose is to reveal information about: l) political affiliations, 2) potentially
embarrassing psychological problems, 3) sexual behavior, 4) anti-social or self-incriminating
behavior, 5) criticism of family members, 6) privileged information (lawyers, ministers) and/or
family income unless parental consent is given.
The Sequim School District intends to comply with the law as summarized above. We are not a
laboratory school and children here will not be used for experimental purposes. We do encourage
our teachers to continue to look for improved ways to teach the curriculum adopted by our local
school board. Teaching materials or course objectives for any program, federally funded or not,
are always available for your review and we encourage your participation. No psychological tests
or treatments will be undertaken in any program without prior parental consent The Sequim
Schools do employ a psychologist who works with our staff in the identification of students for our
special educauon program. It has been the policy for many years to secure an approval from
parents before any testing is begun by our psychologist. We also employ counselors in our schools
who meet and confer with students on a variety of topics from selecting a college to personal and
family problems. No formal testing of the type outlined above is conducted without parental
consent, but personal information about the students and family is often shared.
The purpose of this letter is not to alarm you or to cause you concern. To the contrary, we want
[you] to feel comfortable with the people and programs in the Sequim Schools. Hopefully by
being better informed, you can take a more active and positive role in the education your son or
daughter receives. We as a staff are dedicated to providing the best possible education which time
and resources will allow to all our students. We understand that there will be differences of
opinion and we will attempt to respond to your concerns. We ask
that you remain cognizant
of the vast differences which exist between the priorities of individuals in our community. As a
public school we must maintain a moderate philosophy with a commitment to basic education.
With your help and cooperation the Sequim School District can continue to be a leader in
public school education. We wish you and your family a most successful and productive
Very truly yours,
Superintendent of Schools
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Do you knovv of a Pro-Family Policy
your schools? If so, let us know!
Education Reporter, Box 618, Aiton, Illinois 62002

(To be Purchased)
Sex Myths and Facts
Roselle Public Schools
But He Was Only 17
. 710 Locust Street
Good Family -- You Can Make It Happen
Roselle, NJ 07203
Preparation for Parenthood
Fall 1987
What About Marriage
Teenage Birth Control -- Why It Doesn't Work
Dear Parents:
Turning Off -- Drugs and Peer Pressure
Alcohol Facts for Teenagers
The Roselle Public Schools will provide
Do I Want To Be a Parent?
classes in Family Life Education for the followHis Baby, Too -- Problems of Teenage Pregnancy
ing grades during this school year: Kindergarten,
grades 1, 2, 5, 6, 8 and 12. (This is required by Films: (Available from Unton County Film
Library)
N.J. Law Administrative Code 6:29-7.1)
Children's Aggressions -- Origin and Control
Our curriculum has been carefully and
Death -- Coping With Loss
professionally developed with the advice of
Engagement -- Romance and Reality
community members and clergy. It is intended
Half a Million Teenagers
to develop an appreciation for family living as
Human Reproduction
the primary force influencing the development
Methods of Family Planning
of a well-rounded individual.
Phoebe -- Story of Premarital Pregnancy
Attached to this letter is a course outline for
V D Attack Plan
your child's
U there is any portion of the
Young Marriage
rourse
is in conflict with your
you may present a signed statement to the Film Strips: (Presently found in Abraham
School Principal to have your child excused Clark High School Media Center)
when that particular instruction is being given.
Our Emotions: The Coping Process
All of the materials listed are not necessarily
Personality -- Roles You Play
used in all classes and are at the option of the
Developing Values
teacher. If requested of the Principal, parents/
Personal Commitment
guardian may preview the entire course of
Modern Morality: Old Values, New Settings
study, textbooks, films, etc.
The Puritan Legacy
The courses will begin shortly and proceed as
Women Today
planned, so that your questions should be
What is Marriage?
presented promptly. Questions may be preSex Roles -- Re-defining the Differences
sented to [me].
The Future of the Family
Sincerely yours,
Superintendent of Schools

Suicide -- Causes and Prevention
Dealing With Stress
Psychological Defenses Series A
Psychological Defenses Series B

Book of the Month
A Book of Day§ in American. History, by
Larry Shapiro, Charles Scribner's Sons, © 1987
Book-of-the-Month-Club, Inc., $13.95.
The Book-of-the-Month-Club
wanted to
commemornte the Bicentennial of the U.S.
Constitution in a special vra}, and the result of
their efforts is a very specia: c'.1ronide of our
American heritage. A Book,of Days in American
History is a histo(ical c::1le11d.ar
that takes each
day of the year and tells about significant events
that took place on that day, dating back to
Colmnbus' discovery cf America in 1492.
Each day comes alive vvithhistorical and fun
facts. For example, on February 9, the following
events occuffed: 1773 Willivrir1Henry Harrison
was born, later to become the ninth president of
the United States of "Tippecanoe" fame, 1861
Jefferson Davis was elected provisional president of lhe Cc11fe(;'crnte:St~les of P._merica,

1870 Congress established the U.S. Weather
Bureau, 1964 the Beatles debuted in the United
States on the Ed Sullivan Show.
Photographs and illustrations add to the
interest and importance of this small, but
action-packed hardbound book,
Scribner's for commercial sale.

