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After five years of unsuccessful negotiations, 
a judgment is expected later this month in a 
lawsuit filed against the California StatP. Office 
of Family Planning and Department of Educa
tion .. The suit was initiated by taxpayers who 
object to the sex education materials promoted 
and distributed by those departments in schools 
statewide. 

The taxpayer plaintiffs hope to prove that 
any sex education program used in California 
schools which does not teach abstinence is 
illegal, based on state laws. 

The Women's Committee for Responsible 
Government in San Mateo (now called the 
Legal Foundation for Responsible Government) 
filed the taxpayer suit against the California 
Office of Family Planning and Department of 
Education in 1981 "on behalf of the children of 
California." 

Plaintiffs want to "stop the funding and 
propaganda of state family planning programs 
in public schools which endorse abortion, 
contracep1 ion for minors, the elimination of sex 
roles, and value-free decision making." 

According m Gloria Gillogley, chairman of 
the bo':!nl of the Legal Foundation, "om 
concern is based on statislics showing that this 
kind of education encourages teenagers to be 
sexually acti01e and results in unv;::inted preg
nancies, 8 bonions,. singie parents, sexually trans
wit1 ed (fo,~ases. and the increase of future 
victhrw 61 i\.I[iS.1

, 

The trial of Women's Committee for Respon
sible Government,, et al. 11s. A ved, et al. began on 
August 25 in the Superior Court of Sacramento 

County with Judge 
Fred Marler, Jr. pre- ~ 
siding. Witnesses ), 
for each side testi-~ 
fied. 1 

During the trial, 
the counsel for the 
taxpayer plaintiffs 
pointed out that 
the content of the 
state-funded ma
terials endorsing 
contracepted sex 
and aborted preg
nancies conflicts 
with California's public policy of sexual 
abstinence for minors, Penal Code Section 
2615. 

That code prohibits California minors from 
having sexual intercourse. 

In a September 24 letter to Judge Marler, 
attorney Thomas Burton stated that "California's 
educational and health policy is that the only 
responsible behavior for minors is sexual 
abstinence," 

Mr. Burton stated that, "While the state's 
punitive attitude toward sex for minors rests on 
a solid foundation of sound moral and health 
concerns for the welfare of its minor citizens, 
the Office of Family Planning's approach aims 
at the pregnancy and birth prevention goals of 
the Planned Parenthood Federation. 

"The Office cf Family Planning's funded 
materials mduce captive minors into sexual 
activity by telling them that there are no 

Coalition -,.-,~- Ot1t 
Against More Sex Education 

It was standmg room only at a press confer
ence in Shreveport, Louisiana when a diverse 
coalition of local citizen groups joined together 
to protest expa.nded sex education classes in 
area schools. 

At the September 25 press conference, 
chairman Rick Nichols announced the for
matioo of CURE, Citizens United for Re
sponsible Education. 

Mr. Nichols said that CURE is a coalition of 
area citizen, civic and church groups which will 
work together to oppose the introduction of 
comprehensive sex education into Caddo Par
rish (county) schools. 

Member groups include W.E.RA. (Women 
Exploited by Abortion), The Martin Luther 
King Action Committee, the Freedom Council, 
the Federation for Decency, Eagle Forum, 
Alpha Right to Life, Concerned Women of 
America, in addition to pastors, ministers, and 
representatives from area churches. 

!Vfr. Nichols told the press that the coalition 
was formed in response to a recent report on the 
futm e of sex education in local schools written 
by a subcommittee of the Caddo Parrish 
Education Committee. That report 'Nas pre
sented to the full committee on September 19. 

Mr. Nichols said that the subcommittee's 
report made only a cursory mention of using a 
"Say No" approach in area schools, but instead, 
"concentrated on birth control and sexual 
decision making, which is the same as giving 
official sanction to children to be as promiscu
ous as they wish by teaching them how not to 

get caught." 
"The misdirection of this committee has 

been a grave concern to those parents who have 
followed its progress," said Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Nichols cited the committee's disregard 
for parental wishes "as witnessed by the re
peated, rude treatment of parents who asked 
questions at public committee meetings and by 
statements by committee members that parents 
are not a good cross section of the community." 

"We want the public to know that these 
railroading tactics will not go unchallenged by 
the large majority of parents who are opposed to 
the teaching of immoral and irresponsible behav
ior in our schools," the CURE chainnan said. 

Karen Smyth, representing W.E.RA., sup
ported Mr. Nichols' statements. 

"W.KB.A. is a support group for women 
and young girls who have suffered the trauma 
of abortion," she said. 

"Most of us had our abortions as teenagers 
and we feel that if birth control information is 

in our ~,u,,uu,.,. the number of abortions 
among teenagers wm increase. In tum, this will 
increase the number of young who will 
suffer traumatic ""'''u,,,u. and/or psychological 
repercussions from the procedure, some of 
whom may never recover.'' 

Mrs. Smyth concluded "As women 
who know first hand how lethal birth control 
information is in the hands of teenagers, we 
strongly urge the Sex Education committee to 
incorporate a 'Say No' program in our public 
school system." 

absolute values in matters of sex, that sexual 
decisions are their personal choice and that 
contraceptives are to be used since sexual 
intercourse may be unplanned." 

Mr. Burton noted that "the Office of Family 
Planning contracts with private parties, includ
ing Planned Parenthood_, for both clinical and 
educational services." 

According to plaintiffs, 30 percent of the 
Office of Family Planning monies goes to 
Planned Parenthood. 

In testimony to the court, Barbara A ved, 
former chief of the Office of Family Planning 
and named defendant, said that teenage preg
nancy did escalate during her tenure. 

Upon cross examination, she also said that 
the goal of state-funded teachers' guides dis
tributed by her department was not sexual 
abstinence, but rather to keep teenagers from 
becoming pregnant. 

Federal Judge: 

Non-union teachers in fviichigan scored a 
victory over the National Education Associa
tion in late August when a U,S. District Court 
.ruled tr,at Jhe m1tion's !argest teachers' unien 
was illegaUy using non-member fees for political 
and ideological purposes. 

After eight years oflitigation, Judge Richard 
Enslen of the U.S. District Court in Kalamazoo 
ruled on August 25 that the National Education 
Association (NEA) and its state and local 
affiliates had violated the constitutional rights 
of six non-m1ion teachers at Ferris State College 
when the unions spent over 90 percent of those 
non-members' dues illegally. 

The decision in Lehnert v. FFA, MEA, NEA 
is based on a recent. Supreme Court roJing 
earlier this year in Hudson v. Chicago Teachers' 
Union. The Supreme Co1.1rt held in Hudson that 
teachers' unions must show how much money 
is spent on collective bargaining and contract 
administration and subsequently charge non
members only for those activities. 

The Lehnert suit was originally filed in 1981 
by James P. Lehne1t and three other tenured 
faculty members at Ferris State College in Big 
Rapids, Michigan. 

According to a union shop agreement, the 
faculty members had to pay a "service" fee to 
the teachers union for collective bargaining and 
contract expenses even though they did not 
belong to the uni.on. 

The teachers objected to the liberal political 
and ideological goals and activities of the 
unions and did not want their non-member 
dues to be used to further those causes. 

In the Lehnert case, a detailed accounting of 
the unions' expenditures of the non-members' 
dues revealed that the NEA spent on?y 2.75 
percent or $1.32 of the $48 annual dues on 
matter3 relating to collective bargaining or 
contract .administration. Those figure,5 are based 
on 1981-1982 school year figures, the year 
when the suit was filed. 

Similarly, budget records showed that the 
Michigan Education Association, the state affil
iate of the NEA, spent only 3.4 percent or $7.18 
of the $211.20 annual non-member dues legally. 

Judge Enslen determined that the Ferris 
Faculty Association did best by the teachers 
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Mrs. Gillogley said that whoever loses the 
case is likely to appeal. 

She added that the plaintiff group is not 
limited to parents of schoolchildren, but instead 
includes a diversity of California taxpayers who 
object to their tax monies being used to 
promote materials which are illegal according 
to state law. 

ties 

NEA President Futre 
and spent 81 percent or $20.99 of the $24.80 
non-member dues for legal activitie3. 

In total, of $284 paid to the teachers' unions 
by each of the plaintiffs, was spent 
legally. 

As a result of the ruiing against the teachers' 
unions, the court has ordered that the teachers 
"are entitled to restitution of the remainder of 
the reduced fee for 1981-1982 that is currently 
in escrow, in the amount of $186.41, to2eth,er 
with any interest earned on said amount. The 
teachers win afao receive a refund for funds 
used illegally in the four subsequent years. 

Furthermore, "plaintiffs are entitled to a 
prospective injunction restraining the non-union 
defendants from deducting any service fees 
from their paychecks until such time as the 
union defendants establish that they have 
adopted procedures that comply with the 
requirements of Hudson." 

In the Lehnert suit, the teachers were repre
sented by the Right to Work Legal Defense Foun
dation (RTW), based in Springfield, Virginia. 

According to Susan Staub, education com
mittee chairman for RTW, the organization has 
170 cases currently pending against the NEA 
on behalf of teachers who are forced to pay dues 
to the NEA, but who oppose the union's 
leftwing agenda. 

In Lehnert, "the professors' tenacity in the 
eight-year battle paid off," said Susan Staub. 

RTW spokesman Marty Kaufmann said that 
R TW is currently defending one pro-life teacher 
in a Detroit Federal court who objects to the 
NEA's use of members' dues to protect the 
legalization of abortion. 
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Thirty-nine percent of parental or citizen 
attempts to remove or restrict offensive 
materials given to schoolchildren were success
ful during the past year according to People For 
the American Way's 1985-1986 annual report, 
"Attacks on the Freedom to Learn." The PAW 
report says that figure is a significant increase since 
only 23 percent of citizens' complaints met with 
success four years ago. The state-by-state report 
documents that the majority of offensive materirus 
to which parents object are used in the classsroom. 
PAW opposes citizen participation in the textbook 
and curriculum selection process and asserts that 
such citizen surveillance constitutes "censorship."_ 

The legality of teaching creationism in the 
schools is the focus of one case on the docket 
before the Rehnquist Supreme Court this fill. The 
nation's highest court is scheduled to hear the case 
of Edwards vs. Aguillard on December 10. 
Supporters of teaching creationism in school hope 
that in the Edwards case, the Court will uphold 
Louisiana's Creationism Act of 1981 which out
lawed the teaching of evolution unless accom
panied by instruction in "creation science." A 
Federal District Court struck down that law in 
1985, and the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld that ruling by a close vote of 8-7. According 
to the New York Times news service, central to the 
creationists' appeal is the statement that "creation
ist science consists of scientific evidence and not 
religious concepts, and evolution is no more 
scientific than creation science." The appeal also 
states that the intent of the Louisiana law is 
"protecting academic freedom." 

The depression and anxiety experienced by 
some latd1key chi!&-el!li comd accolk."lt for rii.ing 
rates of teenage pregnancy, alcoholism, and 
suicide, according to a soon-to-be-released study 
by Catholic University Professor Thomas Long 
and his wife, American University Professor 
Lynnette Long. In a recent address to the American 
Psychological Association, Mr. Long released 
some results of the Longs' study on latchkey 
children in the Washington, D.C. area. The Longs 
found that 20 percent of the latchkey children 
were sexually active and that 16 percent said they 
drank wine or beer while unattended at home. The 
study also showed that latchkey children are less 
likely to do their homework As quoted in the 
Washington Times (8-27-86), Mr. Long said that, 
"Those children who were routinely left unattend
ed, scored as a group in the mildly clinically 
depressed area." The complete results of the 
Longs' study are due to be released this fall. 

JI/Jany Teens A.1·e Saying "No" is a new 
brochw-e pfomotmg sexwd abstinence for teen
agers which is currently being distributed by the 
Office of Population Affairs, a division of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
According to Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Population Affairs Jo Ann Gasper, "Over the past 
few years there has been an increased interest in a 
straightforward approach to teen pregnancy by 
encouraging abstinence. We hope the distribution 
of this brochure will serve to reinforce that 
approach. Most [teens] have felt that it provides 
good information and clear guidance without 
lecturing." Free copies of the colorful brochure are 
available in quantity by writing to "Saying No," 
P.O. Box 10716, Rockville, Maryland 20850 or 
by calling (301) 770-3662. 

Education Reporter (ISSN 0887-0608) is pub
lished monthly by Eagle Forum Education & 
Legal Defense Fund with editorial offices al 
Box 618, Alton, Illinois 62002, (618) 462-
5415. Editor: Catherine Sutherland The views 
expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
persons quoted and should not be attributed to 
Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund 
Annual subscription is $25. Donors of 
$25 per year or more will receive it free. Back
issues available for $2.50. Second class post
age pending at Alton, Illinois. 

Sex Ed Battle Continues in North Carolina 
When a representative from a local abortion 

clinic spoke to a sex education class in Leicester, 
North Carolina in 1984, little did school 
officials and parents know what kind of an 
uproar it would create in the months and years 
to follow. 

Now, two years later, parents have gained 
some ground, but they are still fighting. 

In response to parent protest over the content 
oflocal sex education instruction, the Buncombe 
County School Board instituted a new policy 
on "teaching sensitive subjects" in September 
1985, and parents are currently working to see 
that the policy is enforced. 

The 1985 policy states the following with 
regard to sex education instruction: 

"I. Abortion shall not be taught as an 
acceptable method of birth control. 

2. Homosexuality shall not be taught as an 
acceptable alternative lifestyle. 

3. The term 'spouse' shall be used rather than 
'sex partner' in sex education classes. 

4. Sex education shall be taught in a tradi
tional pro-family atmosphere. 

5. For any course specifically dealing with 
sex education or religious education, the teacher 
will send a letter to the parents explaining the 
nature and content of the course to be taught. 
This letter will provide a place for parents to 
sign gjving permission for their child to take the 

course and participate in all class activities 
dealing with sex education or religious educa
tion; and it will provide a place for parents to 
sign denying permission for their child to take 
the course or participate in any class activity 
dealing with sex education or religious educa
tion. Every child must return the permission slip 
( either approved or denied) and the teacher 
must submit these forms to the principal. 
Students who do not participate in the class in 
question because the parents deny permission 
will be given an assignment of equal academic 
value. Students who fail to return the permission 

'Abortion shall not be taught 
as an acceptable method of 
birth control.' 
slips will not be allowed to participate in the 
class and will be assigned to a supervised 
environment for which they will receive no 
credit." 

Parents want enforcement 
Delores Brown, mother of four, was one of 

the parents who helped organize Citizens for 
the Public Schools in response to the abortion 
clinic incident. She said that local parents were 
generally pleased when the policy was enacted, 
but she added that making the policy official 
was not easy. 

~ Legislation Update . .. 
Grandparent Liability Law Takes Effect 

A new Wisconsin law which holds parents 
responsible for their teenagers' babies has al
ready prompted one lawsuit and is rnpidly 
gaining attention across the state and nation. 

In November 1985, the Wisconsin State 
Legislature passed Act 56, the "Abortion Pre
vention and Family Responsibility Act of 
1985," which included provisions regarding 
grandparent liability for the maintenance of 
their minor children's offspring. 

According to the Wisconsin Department of 
Health and Social Services, the legislative intent 
of the provisions "is to make the parents of a 
minor who has a child help maintain that child 
until the minor becomes an adult." 

The law mandates that parents must provide 
support "so far as the parent is able and to the 
extent that the dependent person is unable to do 
so." Under the terms of the Act, a judge will 
decide the level and kind of support an infant 
needs on a case-by-case basis. 

Paternal grandparents are liable only if their 
son has been determined to be the father by a 
paternity test. AH grandparent liability ends 
when their child, who is the minor parent, turns 
eighteen. Failure to comply with a court's order 
can result in severe penalties for the grand
parents. According to a report of the Legislative 
Council Staff, "failure to provide required 
support to the grandchild" can result in a 
misdemeanor or felony. 

State Assemblyman Marlin Schneider, spon
sor of the legislation, said that the measure has 
already resulted in one lawsuit currently pending 
in the small community of Beaver Dam. In that 

case, the grandmother of the dependent teenage 
mother has been required to pay $30 per month 
while her ex-husband must pay $280. Since the 
baby's father is over age 18, the paternal 
grandparents do not have to provide any 
support. 

The suit challenges the equitability of the 
new law. But Rep. Schneider defended the 
current law "because it is equitable in that those 
under age 17 are equally responsible." 

Overall, he is pleased with the impact of the 
law because he said it has generated increased 
concern for teenage pregnancy statewide, espe
cially in the school districts. 

A status report to Rep. Schneider from Linda 
Reivitz, Secretary of the State Department of 
Health and Social Services, concurred that the 
legislation "has had considerable force." 

"Parents of teenagers have called our office 
in large volume seeking information on their 
liability or potential liability," stated Secretary 
Reivitz. 

"In addition, there has been considerable 
interest from out-of-state sources seeking in
formation on Wisconsin's liability law .... We 
also know that the Federal Government has 
been very interested in the policy rationale 
behind the grandparent liability law." 

Rep. Schneider said that he has been invited 
to address a legislative committee of the Iowa 
Legislature concerning the grandparent liability 
law in October. 

He also said that other states which have 
introduced or considered similar legislation 
include California, Delaware, and Mississippi. 

New Anti-Student Smoking Law in California 
Students will no longer be allowed to smoke 

on school premises in California where Repub
lican Governor George Deukmejian signed 
strict anti-smoking legislation into law on 
September 25. 

The new law allows schools to suspend 
students for possession of cigarettes and other 
tobacco products on campus or at school
sponsored activities, 

The law also requires that student smoking 

areas on high school campuses be eliminated. 
The anti-smoking bin was sponsored by 

Assemblyman William Filante, R-Greenbrne, a 
physician who held that the public schools 
should not encourage students to smoke, espe
cially since most students are not even of legal 
age to purchase cigarettes. 

Similar anti-smoking legislation for students 
in public schools is currently pending in the 
Washington State Legislature. 

Delores Brown 
Mrs. Brown said that, after "seven months of 

meetings, letters, and personal contacts," the 
local superintendent read the above guidelines 
aloud at a school board meeting in 1985. 

But when Mrs. Brown called and requested a 
copy of the policy, she was told that there was no 
official policy and that the superintendent had 
made those comments "off the top of his head." 

At the next school board meeting, the 
concerned mother expressed her disappoint
ment and stated that "Dr. Miller's comments 
were nothing more than an administrative 
move to get the parents off his back" 

The following month, the school board 
approved the guidelines as official policy on 
September 19, 1985. 

Currently, parents including Mrs. Brown are 
working to see that the year-old policy is 
enforced. 

Their most recent concerns focus on a textbook 
which they say violates the new policy. 

The textbook in question is Person to Person, 
published by Charles A. Bennett & Company 
in Peoria, Illinois. 

Contrary to the district which requires 
a traditional, pro-family approach, Person to 
Person includes the follm.ving excerpts: 

"Today, with overpopulation a concern, 
many families are having fewer or no children. 
Therefore, producing children is less important 
for today's families than it ever was in the past." 

"Whatever the reason, research studies have 
found that couples in childless marriages rate 
themselves as happier than do couples with 
children .... The more children a couple has, the 
more unhappy the marriage tends to be." 

"Open marriage is one approach that tries 
to give couples a chance to change and grow 
as a couple." 

"Group marriage with one man and two or 
more women offers these [elderly] women a 
chance to remarry and form a meaningful family 
group .... A group marriage would allow such 
lonely people to again feel they are needed." 

"Perhaps the main value of living together is 
that it helps people learn to relate intimately. As 
such, it may help build stronger marriages as 
partners grow toward permanent emotional 
bonds with each other." 

Concerned parents met with the school 
board members who all agreed that the book 
violates the new policy. However, the board 
refused to take the book off the recommended 
textbook list, and it is still in use. 

Associate Superintendent Bill McElrath said 
that the policy is being implemented, despite 
the parents' recent objections. 

He said that "parents can review the texts 
anytime" but that no action has been taken 
concerning the Person to Person text 

The effect of the concerned parents' actions 
over the last two years was most recently 
evidenced in the 1986 school board elections. 

In an upset primary election, Delores Brown 
beat two other candidates to face the incumbent 
School Board chairman in a run-off Only 29 
vores separated Mrs. Brmvn and the incumbent 
in that primary, 

Mrs. Brmvn fost in the run-off, but she said 
that she "learned many things and the experi
ence has enriched my life." 
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Health Programs Altered Due to Parents' Concerns 
North Dakota District Revises 
Program to Parents' Satisfaction 

An obituary writing exercise is no longer part 
of the Fargo, North Dakota ninth grade health 
curriculum. That change is the result of public 
protest by a group of concerned parents. 

The deletion is just one of numerous changes 
in the newly revised health curriculum which 
was sent to concerned parent leader Chuck 
Perkins in late August. 

At a September 9 school board meeting, Mr. 
Perkins told board members that the revised 
curriculum is "a much better product as a result 
of the vrnu,";•~0," and he congratulated "those 
who so hard to improve it." 

Mr. Perkins said that the program writers 
"removed many personal, feeling-oriented ques
tions like, 'if your dad is running around with 
someone, should your mom run around with 
someone, too?'" 

Instead, curriculum reviewers have "added 
factual information on nutrients, vitamins, 
minerals, and the dangers of fast food," said Mr. 
Perkins. 

Other changes which please parents include 
requiring parental signatures on several ques
tionnaires related to family life and revised 
wording in a number of sensitive questions, 
statements, and articles. 

Parents use media to generate concern 
Parents first raised concerns about the ninth 

grade health program in the fall 1985 semester 
when a teacher showed Mr. Perkins the health 
curriculum. The teacher was uncomfortable 
with tea.ch some of the materials. 

Upon '"'"'umLuo.uv1", parents objected to the 
program's "widespread use of questionnaires, 
surveys, and small group discussions on atti
tudes and feelings" relating to student and 
family privacy. 

They objected that there was "no description 
of drug/narcotic use, possession or distribution 
laws or pen:?Jties." They also objected to the 
"use of values clarification [which] promotes 
moral relativism," and to "the message that 
promiscuity is more expected than chastity or 

that responsible sex is any sex that doesn't result 
in having a baby." 

After Mr. Perkins tried unsuccessfully to 
meet with school board members and work 
through school channels, the Fargo-Moorehead 
chapter of Citizens for Excellence in Education 
held a press conference in early March. That 
event was well attended and generated local 
publicity. 

Following the press conference, parents 
placed an ad in the local newspaper listing their 
objections to the program, as well as their 
recommendations for revisions. 

Mr. Perkins said that the ad prompted school 
officials to act 

In June, the health review committee held an 
open hearing at which Mr. Perkins testified and 
submitted a 16-page critique of the health 
program. 

Dr. Glenn Melvey, assistant superintendent 
of curriculum for the Fargo schools, said that 
the current revision is in keeping with the 
district's practice to revise the health curriculum 
every two years to keep it current. 

Dr. Melvey said that he did not know what 
motivated the "very small group." "We do 
what's best for the kids," he said. 

Mr. Perkins said he hopes the revised cur
riculum will "generate more press attention and 
let parents know they can make a difference if 
they persist and get involved. The result is a 
better curriculum." 

Michigan District Adopts 
·New 'Opt Out' Policy for Health 

Parents who object to an elementary school 
health curriculum used in the Jenison, Michigan 
schools now have the option to withdraw their 
children from that program due to the victorious 
efforts of some local parents. 

On September 8, the Jenison Board of 
Education approved a new "opt-out" policy 
which permits parents to withdraw their chil
dren from any section of the health and human 
reproduction curriculum and without the threat 
of a zero grade. 

According to Dr. Thomas Kuieck, Jenison 
Director of Instruction, the "opt-out" policy 
was established because school officials wanted 
to "be responsive to the public." 

Parents became concerned about the district's 
health curriculum one year ago and have since 
voiced their objections individually. 

In a letter on behalf of some of the parents to 
Mr. William Rigg, President of the Jenison Board 
of Education, attorney Jeffrey Portko of Grand 
Rapids summarized the parents' objections. 

"They [the parents] contend that the class
room presentations, materials, and techniques 
used invade their children's privacy, the privacy 
of their parents, and undermine the authority and 
family values," wrote Mr. Portko on May 22. 

The Jenison district uses several programs in 
the elementary school curriculum. Those pro
grams include (l) the Michigan Model for 
Comprehensive School Health Education, (2) 
Growing Healthy, a nationally used program 
developed in Berkeley, (',alifornia, and (3) MR 
CHEP, a pilot project which stands for "Music 
Reinforcement for Comprehensive Health Edu
cation for Pre-Teens." 

Parents specifically objected to Michigan 
Model units dealing with "emotional and men
tal health" and "growth and development" 

An analysis by Bettye Lewis, president of the 
Michigan Alliance of Families, said that the 
Michigan Model promotes "redefining the 
family, sex role reversal, changing values, and 
the removal of all inhibitions." 

According to Wanda Jubbs of the Michigan 
Department of Education, 155 of Michigan's 
527 school districts are currently using the 
Michigan Model program, and parental per
mission is not required. 

Victory for parents 
The new "opt-out" policy was first proposed 

to the Board ofEducation in August by the new 
Superintendent of Schools David Dressler. Dr. 
Dressler had previously met with concerned 
parents. 

According to parent Pat Johnson, "the new 
policy was a victory and tribute to the parents' 
patience, courage, and frrm persistent stand." 

Elements of the Jenison Elementary (K-6) 
Health "Opt-out" Policy include the following: 

® All parents will be notified of specific 
reproductive health units of instruction as defined 
by the school district as applicable to PA 226 at 
a reasonable time prior to the instruction. 

• All materials used in elementary health in
struction, including reproductive health materi
als, will be made available for parent inspection. 

• Parents may request that their child "opt
out" of health units for any reason by notifying 
the building principal in writi11g of their inten
tion in advance of the instruction in which the 
student is to be excused and the specific reason 
for such requests. 

• Students who "opt-out" of health units will 
be assigned to supervised study in the school 
media center, or other appropriate location, 
during the period 0f tirne which t.1iey are excused 
from instruction. 

• Teachers may assign the student who "opts
out" of health work to be completed in other 
subject area. Such work may be assigned for the 
purpose of remediation or supplementation of 
any area of the regular curriculum. 

• Teachers will excuse students who "opt-out" 
of health units from class in such a way as to 
minimize the process by calling as little attention 
as possible to the student and/ or reason. 

Colorado District pproves 'Vulture' Exercise 
Teachers in Broomfield, Colorado will be 

allowed to tell their students that they have a 
vulture living inside them, according to a recent 
decision the District 12 Board of Education. 

That decision is part of an overall response 
by Iocal school officials to a list of concerns 
presented to the local Policy Council Subcom
mittee last spring. 

Parents including Leanne Pflisben objected 
that, as part of an Autonomous Learning 
Model, some third graders in the district were 
told that they had a vulture living inside them 
and that anytime they put themselves down or 
allowed anyone else to put them down, the 
vulture would grow. 

Mrs. Pflisben said that subsequently "one 
child had nightmares that there was a zipper in 
her stomach and that it opened and vultures 
came flying out." 

Concerned parents reported that, after par
ents registered strong objections, the vulture 
was replaced with "the little man in your head." 

But the vulture concept can officially still be 
used in arei,. classrooms when tea,chers deem it 
appropriate. 

District ·~,✓-, •• ,,,"~,<;c;•,:c."e;·1~ Dr. James E. Mitchel 
stated in a 19 letter to the Board of 
Education "Although unlikely, it is possi-
ble that in some situations, most probably with 

older stuudents, the vulture concept could be 
appropriately used." 

In September, the Board ofEducation upheld 
Dr. Mitchel's recommendation, much to the 
dismay of the concerned parents. 

Parents succeed in other areas 
The Broomfield parents first became con

cerned about controversial methods used in the 
local schools in December 1985 when they 
"accidentally" discovered that Magic Circle 
was being used. 

Magic Circle is a "feelings" and "behavior" 
centered counseling exercise used in all 50 
states in which students and teacher sit in a 
circle and discuss their "feelings" about desig
nated situations such as "What makes me feel 
sad." Students are told there are no right or 
wrong answers. 

Broomfield parents also discovered sex 
education films for fifth and sixth graders that 
showed diagrams of sexual intercourse. 

At a public hearing before the Policy Sub
committee last spring, parents presented their 
list of concerns including the use of global 
education, death education, nuclear war games, 
survival games, and values clarification in area 
classrooms. 

Although the Policy Subcommittee rejected 
many of the parental complaints, the Subcom-

mittee did respond positively to some of the 
objections. 

With regard to the "Lifeboat" survival game 
as well as other nuclear war games, the Com
mittee decided that "comparable decision 
making skills can be promoted by activities 
which do not necessitate life and death 
decisions." 

'one child had 
nightmares that 
there was a zipper 
in her stomach E .... 

and vultures came 
flying out' 

The Committee consequently recommended 
that "if, indeed, lifeboat and nuclear war games 
dealing with such life and death decisions are 
being used in District 12, they be replaced with 
simulations promoting more positive decision
making." 

The Subcommittee also recommended that 
prior parental permission be required before a 
child participates in Magic Circle and that 
"parents should be fully informed of what the 
Magic Circle involves at least five school days 
prior to implementation. If a parent chooses not 
to have a child participate, an alternative 
educational experience should be provided for 
that child." 

In addition, the Committee ruled that "PG 
movies will no longer be shown without 
parental consent" and that "a minimum of five 
school days prior to the showing of any PG 
movie, parents be informed of the movie's 
content and showing and be offered an oppor
tunity not to allow their child to attend." 

Parental notification and permission 'Nill 
also be required before sex education maleri.als 
are used. 
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Patriotism . ~-. 
the late Dr, Max Rafferty, Dean of the School of Education, Troy State University, Troy, : ~ .: 

Instruction, State of Lalifomia,. • • • ,, 

Patrioti.s1n fa an emotion 
Emotion is a hard thing to analyze scientifically. Such basic 

human feelings as love and hate resist a logical examination. And 
patriotism, whether we like it or not, is exactly that~ an emotion. 
When we discuss it, we are almost compelled to do so from an 
emotional standpoint, and for obvious reasons. 

This doesn't mean that we can't think about patriotism. We can 
i1 and we should. But I thir1k we should also feel our patriotism. There 
·:;1; is nothing wrong with an emotional approach to an emotion. After 
~, all, most of us use our emotions far more than we do our intellects, 
!i and this is not necessarily either bad or good, It depends upon the 
~ii nature of the problem which confronts us. Ii For example, how many of you studied and analyzed and 
i!;i thoroughly understood your spouses before you married them? Few 
;ti of you, I would guess. I've been married for many years, and I'd hate 
f!; to have to prove that I understand my wife, even today. No, for most 
I of us, and quite naturally, love came first - then, much later, some 
fJ sort of understanding. You had to love your wife in order to become 
t: interested enough in her to try to get a balanced, reasoned 
'; understanding of her background, personality, and temperament 
i Love comes first 
i If this is true of our most sacred family relationship, why not of 
(~ patriotism also? The child should be taught first to love his country 
~i so that, later on in his education, he will have a motive strong enough 
fj\ to spur him on to understand her, Without the burning interest 
11: generated by love for a wonderful country, boys and girls may 
"' approach American history and civics as dull subjects. They may 
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Patriotism is 
motion 

drag their feet half-heartedly, go through the motions with no 
enthusiasm, and finally graduate from high school with little interest 
in or knowledge of their native land. 

The emotional approach to Americanism includes most of the 
grand old stories which you and I remember so fondly from our 
childhood: Ben Franklin and his famous pun about hanging together 
or hanging separately - Lawrence carried dying from his shattered 
deck, rallying long enough to give the U.S. Navy its deathless slogan: 
"Don't give up the ship!" - Sam Houston at San Jacinto, reminding 
enemy dictators for all time to come that Americans would forget 
attempts to enslave them only when Texans forget the Alamo 
-Hiese and a hundred more great stories cluster about our history, 
bulwarking and supporting it, mingling in a Red, White, and Blue 
mist, clamorous with voices out of our past, drnmatizing American 
history and American institutions so that wide-eyed children may 
always remember. Is it wrong~ can it be wrong - to generate love 
in the hearts of our children for these timeless tales which are part of 
the warp and woof of our free country? 

... Then admiration 
Admiration is another emotion, and I propose that we reapply it 

to our great heroes. For several decades now, it has been the fashion 
to debunk the leaders oflong ago. H's easy, of course, to tear down 
anyone. Stress the wealmesses, the frailties to which all flesh is heir. 

,ii! Tell the people that America has really never had any heroes -just 
t~ ordinary fellows like you and me, out for what they could get, 
~~ propelled aimlessly by circumstances, possessing no burning love of 
! country nor passion for liberty. 
!~ This is a lie, and a big one, Our children should be taught the 
~0 magnificent, world-changing deeds of Washington and Lincoln, 
~¾ Franklin and Jefferson. They should be told again and again of their 
';¢; kindnesses and their wisdom, their vision and their heroism. 
~ Why? Because it is the truth. Because these things were the 
'i' significant and important part of these great men. Because they were 
.ifl brave and farsighted and generous far more than they were selfish 
;;'. and weak and limited. Because dwelling on their human faults 
;'J; distorts the over-all picture. And because children, by their very 
ti nature, are going to worship heroes. 
:I I say let's give them the very best our country has to offer. 

"" And respect 
Respect is another emotion. In my opinion, we should approach 

the great story of America's past with that emotion. Our children 
should be taught that our greatest wars have been fought either to 
make or keep men free- that our country has always been the first 
appealed to and the first to respond vigorously and generously to 
cries for help from the starving and the suffering from all over the 
world - that after the last great war we became the first victor in 
history to give up voluntarily our territorial conquests and to 

concentrate instead upon feeding the starving and binding up the 
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wounds of civilization. 
These things are true. Rightly presented, stir the blood and 

arouse the finer instincts of those who hear them, not present 
them that 

Understanding develops sfowiy 
The second major approach to the teaching of Americanism is the 

intellectual one. A first grader, for example, can grasp the glory and 
the tragedy of Washington praying in the snow at Valley Forge, but 
it will require an above-average senior high school understanding to 
appreciate the complexities which underlay the Monroe Doctrine. 

This is not to say that we should eliminate the intellectual 
approach in elementary school. We should certainly begin tracing 
the evolution of our political freedom down in the grades. We can 
and we should teach the background and the basis of our American 
free enterprise system, contrasting it with the Communist principle 
of complete economic control. We can chart the progress of civil 
rights from colonial days to the admittedly imperfect present 

All these things are part and parcel of the intellectual approach to 
Americanism. They can be presented factually and dispassionately 
and logically. They form an essential part of the American story as it 
should be told. 

Finally devotion 
A third approach to the problem of patriotism is the spiritual one. 

We read and hear a great deal today about our alleged moral decline 
and our materialistic attitude toward world affairs. But we must 
never forget, nor allow our children to forget, that this land was 
settled originally by people who had a profoundly spiritual outlook. 

The American story as our children learn it should include the 
concept, so important t.o our ancestors, of the individual as the child 
of God, Upon this idea are based the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution, 

We should continually remind our children that a great portion of 
our nation was founded and settled for religious reasons. We should 
recall proudly that our country was among the first to evolve a 
formula permitting all creeds to dwell at peace, side by side, We 
should stress that no religious war has ever sullied our American 
countryside, 

All these things we can do more effectively that we have hitherto 
done, and we can add an invaluable, though often neglected, 
dimension to our teaching of patriotism. 

How to teach patriotism 
There remains one final question: "How is Education dealing 

with this problem of patriotism? Can our schools rise to the crisis? 
Are we now doing all that needs to be done?" 

The answer is dear: "No, we are not, but we are doing a far better 
job than we were just a few years ago." 

More and more schools are stressing American Heritage programs 
in their classrooms, More and more are teaching the principles of the 
American free enterprise system. More and more are teaching 
history as history, and civics as civics, instead of camouflaging these 
vital, highly individualized subject disciplines under such labels as 
"social studies" or "social living." But it is not an easy task 

There is a strange state of mind to be found in certain circles in our 
land today-a sort of sick campaign of whispering and inference to 
the effect that a patriot is somehow an enemy of international peace 
and good will, that a man who loves his country must necessarily 
hate other countries, and that therefore we should soft pedal the 
teaching in our schools of the great hero stories out of our past, and 
the wonderful songs and poems which breathed such unashamed 
love and admiration for the land which our ancestors came across so 
many leagues of stormy sea to transform into a nation which is today 
the wonder and the envy of the human race. 

America's soil is sacred to me. It was sacred to Patrick Henry and 
to Francis Scott Key, to Nathan Hale and to Douglas MacArthur, It 
is soil watered, as Jefferson said, with the blood of patriots, and 
hallowed with the sacrifice of generations of American dead. His soil 
unique in all this world, because among the thronging nations of our 
planet, it alone has never tolerated tyranny. 

Have we changed so greatly within the last generation, we 
Americans? Are we incapable any longer of loving above an others 
this, our own "sweet land of liberty?" I refase to believe it 

The fotur~ rests wi~h fhe schoo;!l 
The schools of America 3.re the hope of America - the "last, best 

hope of men on earth." To 1hose of us in Education, into whose 
keeping has been entrusted the whok future of our people, the great, 
soul-shaking opportunity has been given to assist, with God's grace, 
in the saving of our country. For almost two centuries, the teachers 
of the United States of America have kept the American Heritage 
intact, passing it from one generation to another as a rich legacy. 
What we have done before, we can do again, 

Book IVIonth 
Girls & Eoys, The Limits of NonSexust 
Childrearing ,by Sara Bonnett Scribner's, 
© 1983, 201 pp. 

Is it really any surprise? Boys and girls are 
just plain different. They act differently, they 
like different things, they have different skills 
and natural abilities. 

That is exactly the premise of Girls & Boys. 
This thoughtful and lively book takes a hard 
look at how and why boys and girls show 
marked differences from birth and why the 
feminists' ''bold experiment to raise nonsexist 
children is not working," and was even pre
destined to fail. 

Author Sara Stein is the mother of four boys 
who has done her best to raise those boys in a 
"nonsexist" manner as originally prescribed by 
Betty Friedan, et al. Still, she admits to yearning 
for a child for whom femininity and the 
enjoyment of feminine things comes naturally 
- a girl. 

She wonders, why is it, despite efforts to 
provide children with gender-neutral role 
models, nonsexist vocabulary, etc,, that, given 
the opportunity, boys still prefer to play with 
guns while girls will opt for dolls? ~ 

-

SAHA BONNETT STEIN 

That is elusive, and perhaps impossible 
to pinpoint Judging from her own reviews of 
the most extensive research to date, the author 
suggests that it is a combination of factors 
which "mesh" together: biological, environ
mental, evolutionary, and more. 

How the sexes dfffer is much easier to prove, 
and Mrs, Stein cites numerous studies, measure
ments and statistics which point to the obvious 
and not-so-obvious differences. 

Then there is the problem of what happens 
when nonsexist childrearing works. What is the 
result? Too often, the result is "painful con
fusion" for the child and frustrnti0n for the 
parent. 

The author states that parents are also 
"uncomfortable with the risks we may be 
taking if we are successful in our nonsexist 
childrearing. Daughters who aspire to be brides 
may worry us, but the worry pales beside 
successfully bringing up a daughter who doesn't 
want to marry and have children, Most of us are 
particularly frightened of what we might do to 
our sons, Even ardent feminists have their 
moment of acute uneasiness. 

The author also notes in whole societies 
where there is little or no gender 
anthropologists have reported that there are 
several important characteristics of our own 
society lacking: creativity, and 
adaptability, to name a few, 

But Mrs. Stein is not worried about our own 
society going in that direction because, as has 
been proven all too conclusively, "boys will be 
boys and girls will be ~rk" 

\ 




