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Questions To Ask Presidential Candidates
The 2008 presidential campaign has begun. Candidates are already making appearances around the country,
especially in early-primary and early-caucus states. Voters should evaluate policies and promises in order to
determine who are the real conservatives. Here are questions that grassroots citizens should require candidates to
answer — along with follow-up questions (marked below with •) so you can pin them down and prevent them from
responding with generalities and hot air. This list o f questions is a work-in-progress, and you are invited to send
additional questions to the Phyllis Schlafly Report so we can provide updates.
Supremacist Judges Legislating from the Bench
1. Will you sign a law withdrawing federal court jurisdic
tion over attempts to prevent the acknowledgment o f God
in all public places (such as the Pledge o f A llegiance in
schools and displays o f the Ten Commandments)?

2. W hat steps will you take to protect and defend tradi
tional marriage?
• W ill you actively support a federal marriage
amendment?
• Will you sign a law limiting federal courtjuris
diction over D O M A (D efense o f M arriage
A ct)?
• Will you promise that, under your administra
tion, the 1,13 8 federal laws identified by the
GAO as affecting the rights o f husbands and
wives remain in full compliance with the fed
eral D O M A law?

to control the upbringing o f their children “does not extend
beyond the threshold o f the school door,” and that a public
school has the right to provide its students w ith “whatever in
formation it wishes to provide, sexual or otherwise”?
• Since the Suprem e Court refused to review this
case, w ill you support parents’ rights through
am endm ents to federal appropriations to public
schools?
• The Federal Government gives about $60 billion a
year to public schools. W ill you use that m oney
pow er to protect parents’ rights against federal
court decisions o f the last two years that upheld
the right o f public schools to indoctrinate students
in the M uslim religion, to force students to attend
pro-hom osexual classes and program s, to use
c la ssro o m m a te ria ls th a t p a re n ts c o n sid e r
pornographic, to force students to answ er nosy
questionnaires with suggestive questions about sex,
drugs and suicide, and to censor any m ention o f
Intelligent Design?

3. Will you sign a law withdrawing federal court jurisdic
tion over attem pts to banish the B oy Scouts from public
schools and public property?

• Will you support parents’ rights to refuse govern
m ent mental health screening o f their children?

4. W ill you sign a law to repeal the law that allows the

• Will you support parents ’ rights to refuse Ritalin
and other prescription drugs for their public school
children?

A C LU to collect attorney’s fees from local governments
and school boards every tim e they w in a case against the
Pledge o f Allegiance, the Ten Commandments, a cross, or
the B oy Scouts?

5. W hat is your plan to deal with the federal court deci
sion (Fields v. Palmdale) that parents’ fundamental right

6. H ow do you propose to pro tect private p ro p erty from
the S uprem e C ourt Kelo d ecisio n , w h ich allow s g o v e rn 
m en t to use em inent-dom ain p o w e r to take p riv ate p ro p 
erty aw ay from one person and give it to another w ho w ill
pay h ig h er taxes?

Border Security and Immigration
1. D o you consider it a presidential duty to prevent illegal
entry into our country?
• Will you use w hatever m eans necessary to close
our borders to illegal aliens and illegal drugs, in
cluding electronic fences and N ational G uard
troops?
• Since m ost illegal drugs come across our south
ern border, will you require visual inspection o f
the contents o f at least 50% o f trucks com ing
across our border (instead o f ju st 1% to 2% )?
• W hat is your plan to stop the entry o f the 85% o f
illegal drugs that come over our southern border?
• Will you pardon the two Border Patrol agents who
stopped an illegal alien from bringing in a million
dollars w orth o f illegal drugs, and now face 11and 12-year sentences w hile the drug sm uggler
was given immunity from prosecution?

2. L ast year, the Senate passed the Secure Fence A ct 8019, the House passed it 283-138, and w e saw President Bush
on television signing it into law. N ow w e are told the fence
w ill never be built. Do you intend to obey the Secure Fence
A ct and order a fence built on our southern border?
• N obody ever said a fence is a total solution —
w e also need em ployee verification and entryexit tracking. B ut the fence is part o f the solu
tion. Are you going to obey the fence law?
• A fence seem s to w ork quite w ell around the
W hite House, even though every few m onths
som ebody clim bs over it. D o you favor getting
rid o f the fence around the W hite House because
it doesn’t offer 100% protection?

doing som ething illegal (and should not be re
w arded), and furtherm ore they have already
been reim bursed by getting the taxpayer hand
out called E arned Incom e Tax Credit. So, w ill
you prom ise not to put illegal aliens in our So
cial Security system?
• It takes U.S. citizens ten years to qualify for So
cial Security benefits. The State Department plan
to put illegal aliens into our Social Security sys
tem would let M exicans qualify for benefits after
only 18 months. W hat are you going to do to stop
this costly ripoff from happening?

5. Will you veto any plan to bring in more foreigners called
“guest w orkers” to take A m erican jobs?
• I f not, how m any so-called “guest w orkers” do
you plan to bring in?
• Do you plan for “guest workers” to get U.S. citi
zenship, or to go hom e w hen their visa expires?
• H ow are you going to force the “guests” to leave
when their visa expires — force them on buses?
• Since “guest workers” have never departed from
any country that invited them in, what is your proof
that “guests” will ever leave the U.S.?

6. W ill you enforce the federal law that m akes states stop
issuing driver’s licenses to illegal aliens?
• This is not ju st a state m atter since driver’s li
censes are w hat w e all m ust show to board a
plane. If we don’t prevent the states from issuing
driver’s licenses to illegal aliens, how do you plan
to keep hijackers from boarding planes by show
ing their driver’s licenses, as the 9/11 hijackers
did?

3. W ill you veto any plan to put illegal aliens on a path to
citizenship without going hom e and getting in line for lawful
immigration?
• W hy do you think some politicians keep telling us
that putting illegals on a “path to citizenship” is
not am nesty? Do they really think w e are too
stupid to see that it’s ju st the same thing?

4. Will you veto any plan to put illegal aliens into our Social
Security system under the State Departm ent plan called “to
talization”? That w ould bankrupt the system ju st when baby
boom ers are retiring.
• Illegal aliens do not deserve to get Social Secu
rity benefits. The 40% o f illegals w ho w ork in
the underground econom y don’t pay any Social
Security taxes. Illegal aliens who do pay under
a phony or stolen Social Security num ber are

7. Will you enforce U.S. laws prohibiting employers from
hiring illegal aliens, and assess appropriate penalties and fines?

8. Since millions o f U.S. citizens have no health insurance,
will you sign a bill to repeal the federal requirement that forces
hospitals to give free m edical care to illegal aliens (an un
funded m andate that has bankrupted m any hospitals and in
creases the price o f m edical care to Am ericans)?
9. A fter the governm ent arrested illegal aliens w orking at
Swift & Co. m eat-packing plants, hundreds o f U.S. citizens
lined up to apply for the vacated jobs. Last year, when a new
Wal-Mart store in suburban Chicago announced that 325 jobs
were available, W al-Mart received an amazing 25,000 appli
cations. W ill you now adm it it is a lie that illegal aliens take
only unpleasant or low-paid jobs that Americans w on’t take?

10. Congress ordered the creation o f an entry-exit system
called US-V ISIT back in 1996, and our governm ent spent
$1.7 billion to develop the program. In December, the GAO
(Governm ent Accountability Office) said an entry-exit sys
tem still doesn’t exist and the government has abandoned plans
to create it. We know that some o f the 9/11 hijackers entered
the U nited States legally on visas, and then ju st never de
parted when their visas expired. W hat are you going to do to
m ake sure that visitors leave the U.S. when their tim e is up?
11. W ill you rescind C linton’s Executive O rder 13166 that
requires anyone who receives federal funds (such as doctors
and hospitals) to provide all services in foreign languages?
12. Do you favor strict health screening o f foreigners enter
ing the U.S. in order to stop the big increase in cases o f tuber
culosis, malaria, hepatitis B, intestinal parasites, Chagas, and
West Nile virus?
13. Will you sign a repeal o f Ted K ennedy’s D iversity Visa
Lottery, which admits 50,000 aliens per year, mostly from nonWestem countries including countries that sponsor terrorism?

14. I f m y son attends the U niversity o f California, he has to
pay at least $ 10,000 a year extra in out-of-state tuition. Cali
fornia allows illegal aliens to pay about h alf the tuition price
that m y son w ould pay. Will you enforce the federal law that
cuts o ff federal funding to state universities that give lower
in-state tuition to illegal aliens?
15. Will you revoke the citizenship o f naturalized citizens who
betray their oath o f U.S. citizenship by claiming “dual citizen
ship” with their native country?
• “Dual citizenship” cannot be legally shared with
an im m igrant’s native country. The naturaliza
tion oath says: “I hereby declare, on oath, that I
absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, po
tentate, state, or sovereignty, o f whom or which I
have heretofore been a subject or citizen.”
16. W hat w ill you do to stop the racket o f sm uggling verypregnant aliens into the United States so they can give birth to
their babies in the U.S.?

17. W ill you sign a bill to stop granting U.S. citizenship to
“anchor babies” bom to illegal aliens?
18. Do you favor abolishing federal requirements to provide
foreign-language ballots, since the ability to speak, read and
w rite basic English is a requirem ent to becom e a U.S. natu
ralized citizen, and only citizens are eligible to vote?

North American Integration
1. Do you support the Security and Prosperity Partnership
w ith C anada and M exico that was announced by President
Bush at W aco in 2005, and reaffirm ed at Cancún in 2006,
and is now being implemented by 20 Working Groups o f the
three countries in the U.S. Com m erce Department?
• I f not, are you going to cancel it? Bush started it
on his ow n authority, so the next President can
certainly cancel it.
• If you support SPP, will you make all its delibera
tions available to die public and publish all regula
tory changes in the Federal R egister w ith tim e
for public comment and rejection?
• Have you looked at the SPP.gov or W hite House
websites that describe the Security and Prosper
ity Partnership? I f not, w hy not, since this is a
major initiative o f the Bush Administration?
• W hy do you think the U.S. State D epartm ent
posted on its w ebsite a docum ent published by
the Council on Foreign Relations describing a plan
for the integration o f Canada, M exico and the
U nited States, w ith one com m on border around
all three countries, and free m ovem ent o f goods,
services and people among the three countries?
Will you oppose such a plan?
• Tony Snow denies that the Bush Administration
has any plans to put the United States into a North
American Union. However, Bush has made a lot
o f statements supporting the economic integra
tion o f Canada, the U.S. and M exico. Do you
favor the economic integration o f the three coun
tries o f N orth Am erica, w hich w ould allow the
free m ovem ent o f goods, services, capital, and
people among the 3 countries?
• The idea o f a com m on currency for the U nited
States, Canada and Mexico has been talked about
for several years, and has been nam ed the
“amero.” Will you state flatly that you will never
agree to replacing or combining our dollar with
the m oney o f any other country?

2. Do you support building a NAFTA Superhighway from
M exico to Kansas City, M issouri, and then up to Canada?
• The contract for a 10-lane tollroad, called the
Trans Texas Corridor, has already been signed
by Texas giving a Spanish com pany the right to
collect tolls for this highway for the next 50 years.
D o you favor this kind o f sale?
• W hy do you think the Trans Texas C orridor is
planned to bypass m ajor cities, and thus will not
facilitate travel betw een Texas cities? Is the real

purpose o f the Superhighw ay to bring in addi
tional A sian products through a M exican port,
ship them directly to heartland A m erica, and
avoid custom s inspection until the goods reach
K ansas City?

3. Do you favor selling A m erican infrastructure to foreign
governm ents and com panies, such as the sale o f the Texas
tollway to a Spanish company?
• O ther parts o f Am erican infrastructure have al
ready been sold to foreign companies, including
the Indiana Toll Road, V irginia’s Pocahontas
Parkway, and the Chicago Skyway. D o you fa
vor selling American infrastructure to foreign com
panies?
• D id you support or oppose the Dubai Ports deal
that was cancelled in the face o f trem endous
public opposition?

• D o you think it is fair for Am erican exports to be
subject to double taxation: (1) U.S. corporations
pay income tax here, and (2) foreign governments
impose a tax when our products enter their coun
try, called a Value A dded Tax (VAT)? W hy does
our government perm it this unfairness to Am eri
cans, and what will you do about it?

4. W hat is your plan to deal w ith the w ay foreign countries
discriminate against U.S producers?
• W ill you w ork for a plan to offset the advantage
foreign countries have over Am erican products?
• If elimination o f the VAT discrimination requires
a confrontation with the World Trade Organiza
tion, will you support this?

5. Will you oppose any increase in H-1B visas, which allow
corporations to bring in foreigners to take engineering and com
puter jobs away from Am ericans?

4. Will you publicly oppose “Totalization” — the plan to put
illegal aliens into our Social Security system? Will you support
legislation to require a congressional vote before any Total
ization can take effect?

6. Do you support a “global economy” — which forces Ameri

Jobs and the Economy

Respect for Life

1. W hat is your plan to deal w ith the fact that w e have lost
3 million manufacturing jobs in the last 6 years, and the people
w ho lost those jo b s have had to sw itch to low er-paid jobs,
usually in service industries?

1. Will you support a law prohibiting the cloning o f hum an
beings through somatic cell nuclear transfer or other means?

• W hat is your plan to deal with the loss o f middle
classjobs?
• W hat is your plan to get the Reagan Dem ocrats
(who voted for Reagan, but did not vote Repub
lican in 2006) to vote Republican again?

cans to compete against pitifully low wages, slave labor, and
discriminatory practices imposed by foreign countries?

2. Will you, as President, by Executive Order prohibit federal
funding o f all scientific research involving human embryos?

3. Will you publicly support legislation establishing that the
unborn child, from the moment o f conception, is a person un
der the U.S. Constitution?
4. W ill you oppose any change in the pro-life plank in the

2. Do you think American workers should be forced to com
pete w ith A sians who w ork for 30 cents an hour?
• Please explain what benefits you would take away
from U.S. workers in order to m ake us competi
tive with 30-cent-an-hour Asians.

3. W hat is your plan to deal with the way foreign countries
discrim inate against U.S. products by subsidies called the
Value A dded Tax (VAT)?
• Do you believe it is fair to U.S. producers for our
governm ent to allow the importation o f foreign
goods and services that are subsidized by VAT
rebates from their home governments?
• We have anti-dumping laws. Isn’t the VAT sub
sidy ju st as m uch a violation o f free trade as
dumping?

Republican Platform, which has been virtually unchanged since
1984, and states that “the unborn child has a fundamental indi
vidual right to life which cannot be infringed”?

5. Will you oppose any change in the plank o f the 2004 Re
publican Platform which supports traditional marriage as the
“unique and special union o f one m an and one wom an”?
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